St. Bernard's and today's values

The newspaper reports on the uproar in St. Paul's North End Catholic
parish of St. Bernard's demand a long, hard look. Three issues are
at stake: 1) educational excellence and accountability, 2) professionalism,

and 3) ethical reporting.

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY. Parents have a right
to, and demand, quality education. Tuition increases expectations,
including dedicated, value-centered staff, and superior educational
opportunities for the children.

What makes excellence? Is every certified teacher an excellent
teacher? Is every working teacher dedicated for the long haul of many
years in the system? What qualifies a person to teach or direct programs?
Is everyone a "team" person, able to meet the challenges and problems
with creativity and cocperative effort? Who stands up well under the
pressures of differing opinions and changing educational standardsg?
What weaknesses influence teachers as they respond to the students?

Every ¢hild will experience the sum total of those answers. That
is the child's educational environment. Those are some of the questions
administrators nmust answer throughout the school year; that is the
workplace for every employee in a schocl. How does each teacher answer
those questions?

PROFESSIONALISM. The newspaper articles about St. Bernard's
suggest unfair practices in denying contracts and firing staff rganbers.

The goodness of people and their strengths are not at issue. An

employee can choose not to renew their contract in order to pursue

other dreams and opportunities; an employer may need to terminate a
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ETHICAL REPORTING. What has made newpaper headlines has been the
painful public struggle of many pecple with half-truths, misinformation,
and strong points of view. These reports, and people's struggle,
highlight the responsibility to weigh well what we hear.

St. Bernard's parish commnity is responding to increasingly
critical educational, neighborhood, and family issues. People are
afraid of this "new" church. There is deep anger and uncertainty.
Beliefs are protected. Other points of view ara not heard. Have the
newspapers only added to the confusion?

Everyone has a right to be heard. The Save Our Schools committee
has been publicly active, with picketing and meetings, mailings, and
letters on parked cars.

What are the rights of our children? To better educational
opportunities? To more open-minded teachers and leaders? To cooperative
efforts between schools and programs? To see others weak but not
labeled "fallures"? To hear adults defend beliefs without destroying
their opponent‘'s reputation?

In the struggle, will we permit our children to experience the
resolving of differences, the facing of fallures, the admittance of
mistakes, and the growth of a stronger school system? What values are
we witnessing in this city of St. Paul, which has an increasing rate

of acts of hatred?
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1800 1890

ST. BERNARD’'S PARISH COMMUNITY

PRESS RELRASE
July 1, 1990

The Communications Office of the Archdiocese will be handling communications
regarding the Seint Bernard's High School and the disagreement with the sdministration
by a group of concerned parents called the S5.0.S. Committee and its Action subcommittes.

--Only 13% (two out of 16) of the 8.0.S. Committee are contributing members of St.

Bernard's Parish Community. Two others are on our imactive parishioper files.

--Qver 100 teacher applications are belng processed by the 8t. Bernard!s High School
Administration for the open positions at St. Bernard's High School. Two-thirds of

them come with some or considerable teaching experience,

--8aint Bernard's High School will continue to seek to share accurate information with
its parents and students and friends. Communication # 3 went out this past Friday,
June 29, 1990, This was & detalled review of importanl governance issues and a
brief report on the operations of our schools from & non-education point of view:

financial management and accountability, personnel policies and procedures.

--Regarding the non-renewal of Teacher's contracts, no comment can be made in respect
to the individuale involved. Some of them are also in the procesg of conciliation

and erbitration.

--30--

197 W. Geranium Ave. 5t. Paul, MN 55117
488-8733
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Write a personal note

to grieving friend

I recently was visiling relatives in the Twin
Cities and came across the Catholic Bulle-
tin's May 24 inscrt on “grie’ May [ com-
plimeni you on publishing ihat section for
people — most people, for that malter —
who do not know what to do or say. I am
a death/grief/mourning educator in Bill-
ings, MT, and I L ost people da
not want to talk [ h in any way,
shape or form.

May [ add one note, a small one at that,
to the “25 ways,' all of which T thought were
very practical though not easy 1o do. When

afr s 10 a card, spend
time the and most impo
pe &l
ut a
nd

more meaningful words, are essential. 1 do
not like “the praying hands" or ihe "sweel”
portrayals of Jesus or Mary, In fact, most
people want the card to be simple, directly
owing in-

t time get-

n for your insert; Therese
Sc uld be commended for ber
efforts to help people feel comfortable
about death, the funeral and the bereaved,
Eugene T. Carroll
Billings, MT

People in recovery

also get community
While Ron Kriclemeyer's June 28 article

private prayer, but through the fellowship,

1 only fear that the polltics of organized
church is now not found in AA, Alenon,
etc. that [ myselfl belong t0. My rules for
recovery are my own made up of the moral
virtues I hold as iy own. | make my faith
commitment and live my fife within the
parameters of (he [2 sieps of AA,

I thank you for your nrticle but feel you

o ence & 125 first
m eryoneous j
Bilt Coughlin

Madison Lake, MN

How about doing
what Christ wants?

Concerning your item “Music at Mass!'
How about the Catholics and the church
doing what Jesus Christ would Jlke for a
change?

Also, the Lord’s altar is not a thenter
staye 1's for Our Lord Jesus Chrisi and
to be revered,

No one t Jesus
thinks or for tha
ler what he says for us 1o do. Whose church
is it anyhow?

Mrs. L.M. Maghan

By

Jesuit Fucther Lodlslas M. Orsy, camon
lew professor at the Catholie University of

News backgrounder

America, 1old Catholic News Service that
But he sald the church has no official

Assumes many hold 'wild bejlefy
y appl

‘g rance
dom of inquiry)’ but objected to what he
saw as the writers’ assumptions that "there
are many theologiarns holding wild beliefs

parl of the “lunalic fringe?
Auxiliary Bishop Richard I, Skibs of

Some th ologians
and bishops s e
positive aspects of
the document,

alth they a
clte tcomin

ment js that it ignored one of the two
aspects of the “(heological endeavor’
Bishop Skiba said the instruction focuses

Theclogians also have a mission (o ac-
cept and explare new questions, he said,
“"The instruction doesn't talk about the

right
The inatruction rejected the view that a
dissenting opinion can be validated if held
by a large number of Christlans — an ex-
pression of the “semse of the faith”

He said the church needs “‘faithful dis-
sent. Sure, dissenters make mistakes. but if
we the , Ihert’s no
to hat t want 1o h

In his weckly column Cardinal John
O’Cannar wrote that to color the instruc-
fion negatively is to misread it.

: St Bernard seeks values

will
port

Ethical reporting. What has made

Everyone hes a right (o be heurd, The
Our

. n
icly d
ings, d
cars.

™ To be-
t dest nt's
le ®n s administrailve assls-

ta ] | Bt Beinard Grade Schoal.
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
TWINCITIES

July 6, 1990

Abbot Jerome Theisen, OSE

St. John’s Abbey

Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Theisen:

Father Brennan Maiers requested tkat 1 send you a copy of the

lTetter 1 wrote to Father Kevin M. McDonough which summarizes my
evaluation of him.

I haope this information is helpful to you. If you need any
further information, please feel free to contact me.

Sin

1 Ph.D.
cens ulting Psychologist

/p

HEALTH 5CIZENCES
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St ernard pastor ta s aleave to cal

By Pat Norby
Catholic Bulletin Staff
Months of bitter debate and
personal harassment over how St.
Bernard High School should be

beginning July 9.

on the school”’
Problems at the St. Paul school

instated. Friction began again this
year when contracts for five teach-
ers were not renewed and O’Neill
stu-
were

A committee called Save Our
the-
St

INIWISUMINGY - .
uonosg ainjeaq uy |

con ict

porary replacement for Father
Maicrs. ‘ .
:HEEBEGEW

- Banard's parish. That includes the

Steve Bryant, SOS committee
member, said he is concerned thar
Father Maiers' sabbatical will in-
terfore -with a meeting scheduled
July 17 with the commitiee and
the trustees. *

three chikiren in the St. Bernard

However, Bryant sdded, “Our

pects 8 mass exodus of students if
those three remain

4 Sl

wl
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I am
you

our pastor and what that means

action.

TORAL COUNCIL

STAT T0 ISH

JULY 14 15, 199%0
to you today for ith
ral Council’s re of

to

Qe

But there 1s a threat tc all that has been built over this

hundred 8, Our own ten cy y to
battle other rather n our
undoing. We are the "talk of nued
as a
n are
e the
i
Our contentiousness haes led to i sis
for r ure
of t it
more
rh t
o ]
ar
c be maneuvering our way r
c nity.
thi Wha
P ?
co be
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Unlikely? I useé to think so. I would still like to think so.
But unfortunately we are very, very close to this point.

This is a ¢risis for the parish. The chinsse symhol for crisis

start; to begin - from this day forward, NOW, this second, this
moment.

HERE IS OUR CALL TO ACTION.

First, we .call each and every one of you - regardless of what

role y t, r a are
on - sibi ing
stop. us at

our words and our actions. We must be sure that when we eddress
an issue, it is with the goal of solving the issue, and nothing

else.

This means that &li of us must take a good hard look at ourselves
and sach other - and stop the bickering and backetabbing where it

begins. This parish has been battered. .

Second, we calli you to

Archbishop immediately if y

exist. Tall them what you val

means to you, what you are wil

thrive. Tell them if you are

Bernards that goes beyond in-

majority of St. Bernazd’s pari

survive and thrive, and want th

believe this - but there is ver

to present to the people who will decide our future. We have

addresses for and Abbot at Goor - please act
on this. The on our future ns here, today.
Thank you.

Abbot Jerom Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. Johr:’s Abbey
Collegeville, MM 56321

Archbishop Jchn Roach
Chancery Ofiice

226 Summit

st. Paul, MN 55102-21%7
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-2197

The Chancery

July 24, 1980

TO: ST. BERNARD'S PARISH|ONERS AND
PARENTS OF STUDENTS AT ST. BERNARD'S HIGH SCHOOL

Dear Frilends,

| am writing to iet you know about some further developments at your
\w-g school. With so much [nformation In circulation, some true and some not, I
may be helpful to you to know what is belng done to address lhe questions
raised by some people about St. Bernard's High School. In particular, we
wani you to undersiand the role of th Archdlocese and the Abbey In hat
process.,

\V

Abbot Jerome Thelsen, 0.5.B. and Archbishop John R. Roach continue to

‘ consult about the naming of a temporary pastor for St. Bernard's. Obvlously,
this appeointment 1s very important for a school which Is connected (o a
parish, as St, Bernard's is. Slnce many pastoral assignmenls were made Just
over a month ago, It I3 difficult to move such priests agnin so soon. Given.
the critical nature of the appolntment, the Archblshop and Abbot want to
take particular care In making Iit.

Even as that appolntment |s under consideration, some parents are [nvolved
In another Archdlocesan process., Several members of the 1989-90 school siaff
betieve that they were treated unfalrly when thelr contracts were not
renewed, Some of these staff members are pursulng the due process appeal
procedure, which (s organlzed and supervised by the Archdlocese. Well
credentlaled and experienced people, usually tralned s labor organlzers,
attorneys, and so on, serve as conclliators and arbitrators through.ut the

process,
Finally, Abbot Jerome snd Archblshop R have Just appol a
finding team to glve them an ocblective ssment of the va q ons

urrounding the school. The three members bring years of experience In
Cathelic and publie education, both as administrators and teachers. Team
mamb rs re
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ST. ARD'S ISHIONERS
PAR OF ST TS AT sT,
Pag

July 23, 1990

en

ver

op
gl

Sin ours In hr)

Kevl
Chancellor

Eplscopal Vicar

gh

KMM:ggr

NARD'S HIGH SCHooOL

of !
a

se

ra

e t
t refund

— the appolntment of &
team — wlil have
e new school y ar will
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Father Brennan Malers, 0.5.B., pastor and , Principal of St. Bernard's High

School: reflections .and meetings

L., When I came in 1983, I tried to work with whal was here. There scemed to be an openness
to me persomally. When it came to budgets for the 1984-85 School year, 1l was obvious
that no one wag 1in charge of the budget other chan the pastor. d1d all the
detailed work of keeping track of payroll and bills. 1 worked with on the
budget. I tried to look at theprevious year numbers as a guide, But this was not always
helpful since the outstanding bhills were not in the proper categories and therefore 1
not able to accurately predict or measure even Lhe past year's total expense for an item,

2. My greatest difficulty was in figuring out what one could reasonably expecl from tuition
based on the number aof projected students. This was flawed hecause I did not realize that
tuition collection was nok consistent and principals would forgive debts on a per person
basis with no guidelines and no hold over for indebtedness. A deal would be struck and
then the rest wiped cleaned from their account. Consistency was no a goal; fairness was
not a value for deliquent parents as a whole. Secondly I did rot have accurate figures
for projected enrollment for the coming year. The highest possible number of hoped for
enrollment in the high school was given and I used that to base my tultion collection.
What was evident was that what was collected in Tuition and fees from the prior year did
1n no way balance out with what was expectcd. At the time I was confused and therefore
while T tried to make adjustmenl Lo reality versus axpectation, It was nol an accurate way
to budget. Tt was clear that we needed someone to oversee the whole parish operations
both in regard to finances, management of resources and future planning. It was out of
this experience that An Operations Director was hired after a long process of interviews.
All three Boards agreed and were part of the process.

3. I asked the Parish Administrator whom I called at first the Operations Director,
to help in overseeing the budgets and personnel issues. He worked with both principals.
Eventually, the Board of Trustees asked that a closer look be pgiven to the overatione

of the High School. The first year was heve, he concluded that
was not a good manager or administrator. | sat in on the first year's evaluation:
< did a self-evaluation that was v positive, countered with some
different opinions and judgments. In fa had written up an evaluatlon of
from a management point of view only, As pastor I asked | to share that
written evaluation with and put him on notice that we are not satisfied with his
job performance. T felt that at least another year was necessary to glve a chance

to change or improve. While at least the external agssurances were ones of cooperatian,
the inner realities were not rcally modified because of the lack of 1nsight or compctence.

The warning came in the spring of 1986.

4. In January, shared with that his contract would not be neribe
given him. Tt was suggested that he work at the H,8, In an area where he was wmore competent,
The suggestion was ATHLETIC DIRECTOR or DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, These positions were not
considered to be worthy of his talents. i gaw himself as a good administrator
and we did not—--thal is and Fr, Brennan, Nice person, poor administrator,

The sharing with the Executive Committee of the School Board on February 6, 1989 of the
action tsken was said to be confidential. It waas not kept that way. By February 13th
when the big meeling of parents, teachers and students was held in Fr. Romuald Gym,

{t was clear that confidentiality was not respected. Because of the total support of
teachers, a compromise was struck with wherein he could remain principal

but that we would hire a Director of Education who would have f say in the two areas
we needed help from a parish management point of view: budget finances and personnel.
Despite this agreement being agreed to g minimum of a week to ten days prior to February
13th, the public demonstration to support < and the public atracks on and
myself was permitted to happen despite my piea to President of the Board to speak first
and tell rhe assembled people the compromise. Desplte the fact I was the pastor, this
was not permitted. T had to talk 90 minutes after the personal attack and public support
of . The moFion to hire a Director of Education was passed pubfically at

the meeting; reaffirmed in the Faculty Room of the High School. Already some of the Roard
members began to resist the implications of the agreement regarding the Director of Education
despite Board approval of the compromise: stays; Director of Education hired.
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Page two: Brennan reflection on events witt!

5. April 3, 1989, the two Lay Trustees and T met with faculty ar 7am to inform them of the
new situation regarding signing of contracts: 18 agreed to generically and nceded to be
signed by or one of the Trustees to be valid. We spoke alsgo the role of the
faculty professionally--we bemoaned the behavior of teachers involving students and
parents in a personnel matter. We spoke of future expectatlons for professional behavior
and acceptance and working cooperatively with the Director of Education who would be
hired. We also made ourselves avallable to hear complaints of abuse of power by

No one came but : " talk to us. We again made it clear that his power
had been modified by the compromise for the coming year. He was to be like one of the
Iour deans and Director was over-all responsible for personnel and budget-finances.

Contracts that were approved, could be signed by those whose conltracts he
questioned would have a review by the Trustees with ' sharing his reasons
for and . sharing hils reasons against hiring,

6. T had A one-nn-one wepling with on April 18th afrer ocur Beerde met with
Bishop Carlsom at the Chancery Office on April l4th. I explained our position once
again to This was not a persconality issue but an issue of accountability.
I asked him: "To whom are you accountablé?" answered: "To God, to myself and to my
family.”™ T countered and said: "You meun you feel no accountability to the parish
corporation as a whole from whom you received your livelihooed...no accountability to me
the pastor and through me to the chief administrator of the parish in matters
that are non-pastoral?” This statement of clearly focused for me the heart
ol the problem. The Righ School has been an faland unto itself with no accountability to
the parish as a whole. 7The parish as a whole merely has to pick up the debts and results
of poor management from its top HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR??? I explained to him the role
of the Director of Education and his need to cooperate.

7. I had a second meeting on Jume 7th at 12 noon with and re-stated his role
for the coming year. I told him that he has not to play more games with me and the
Directer of Education. 1f he does not fulfill his agreement with us concerning a complete
cooperative effort with the Director of Education, he cannot stay here. I will remove you
Tn January of 1990 T suid. We must work together for the good of the students and our
mission as a Catholic School and as a parish. While this compromise is not of his liking;
neighér 1s it of mine. This is done for reconciliation and compromise. He can do a lot
of good for our mission of the school if he would nsk his friends on the board to stop
the negativity and to ask them to cooperate with administration. In fact I bemoaned his
lack of help throughout the ordeal. He could have brought calm to students and parents.
Our hands werc tied by law and by justice--not to destroy his reputation for the fulure
if all our evidence of incompetence were to be shared publically. We would not mind going
to court with a third party being arbitrator. TRather let us work together.

8 when chesen by the Schaol Board had a final interview with me and the lay
trustees. agreed to work with and the new school board in a
cooperative way for reconciliation., I monitored the relatlonship as best as I could and
8aw cooperation and non-blockage of the role of the Director of Education. I wrote such
in the Parish History Book cover I gave to at Christams time, As time wenl
on felt that be was not accepted by Management team and faculty for the most part.
No direct opposition but subtle ways of non~inclusion. Oh sorry, we are so used to doing
such and such ourselves. began to see from the first weecks the areas in which
our education was weak or poor and where adequate and were good. He began to share with
me that he felt ’ was not a competent principal who could build a strong faculty
since people were teaching in areas where they were not Lrained and longevity seemed more
important than competence. Files on teachers were uneven and visitation of teachers were
only done at Insistence. Flles wexre empty, upon Investigatlon except for some.

In Mareh and in April began to share with me the positive and negatives of our
total staff in all schools. He wanted to move slowly and yet to move to improve the faculty
and 1ts spirit. When three teachers were not given contracts for the coming vear. this

fact was throughout the shcwol in fifteen minutes. This was shared with and
rior as well as with the excuetive committee of the School Bward. Then all

hell broke loose. They must have been waiting to pounce the moment an action was taken!
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page three: Bremnan's reflection on events with

9. In the April meeting of the Board of Education (School Board) when . shared with
the Board his thoughts on re—organizatlon of the management of the High School that would
mgm best use of people’s gifta for the good of the school, one of the members began so
agitated because the term principal was not being used.

He stated that if we thought last year was bad, just walt for thils year.what we have plannec
for you. He reacted as 1f the compromise of the previous year would endure forever, There
were no names attached to the variovus re-organizastional models. In fact 1t was stated

that It was purposely left off so that the concept could be looked at first without the
persons. At this time no change was contemplated in the management of the High School;
re-focusing of jobs and tasks was all that was at stake. , 1n view of this
violent reaction by three members of the Board, decided to leave titles alone and keep

his basic vision of tasks in an effort at reconciliation,

10. After the not offering of three contracts to three high school tcachers, the campus was
electric with rumors and agitation. It was clear that Leachers had once again uscd the
students to agltate against any change in faculty., Naturally the pareuts of these students
were also thereby involved. the president of the School Board, called
T to reserve space for a mweeting with concerned parents to review his job performance
and to answer questions regarding the teachers not being offered contracts.
sald this was not to be a school hoard meeting but a concerned parents meeting. Both

I and said that such a meeting was not appropriate since public review is not
proper and teachers' conttacts are not able to be discussed publically by law.

was also told by of the Archdioceee School Board not to have this meeting on
May 29th, — = 7 told me that Bishop Carlson felt it was also a bad idea eince we had
a similiar experience that was quite unproductive in February of 1989, Space for the
meeting was denied., The Fr. Romuald Gym was asked for. 1 asked to tell

explieitly that this meeting was forbidden and unauthorized and
as management they were not to attend this May 29Lh Concerned parents meeting.
told me he carried out my explicit directions. Thelr very presence at this meeting at

which a petition was offered for the removal of and the re-instatement of
teachers was a clear statement of defiance and insubordination. Thils was not a slight
matter of misundergtanding that both . are noly proposing. There

fs a fundamental misunderstanding of management and employees. Of course dissent is

always legitimate but so are the obvious conscquences of undermining the administrative
decision of teacher's contracts, of educational atmosphere of the school with the
involvement of students, of good order and direct insubordination of the highest authorities

of the Church of Saint Bernard.

11. when and T met with on June 19th, I expressed to him my regret
that he had chosen to defy and break our agreement of last year, He knew the consequences.
I then told him that he could no longer work at our school because there is no more trust
and we cannot tolevrate insubordinmation of such a blatant nature. T also listened at length
to his justification of the president of the school board calling a meeting at which the
Archdlocese would be present was not seen as wrong or insubordinate, T reminded him that
talked to him explicitly regarding this mecting. He sald a teacher

and said it was an approved meeting after he spoke to 1 asked if
he checked back with or with me, gsupervisor? He said "NO"!
I also told that T had glven him every benefit of the doubt. 1 brought in

to help us from a business and management point of view. He was found to be incompetent

despite gsurface goodwlill. We brought in last year a person with educatlonal credentials
found him to have some gifts and some charism but that

ir

it was his judgment that . was an incompetent principal as well in the area

of teacher evaluation and in educational standards, was upset by that judgment
and outlined again prior conversatlon with him. The files of teachers were
mostly empty with no evaluations. said he cleaned them out in most Instances.
I strongly objected to such a procedure and question whether this was not illegal to
destroy documents. . asked for some financial help for the summer, I said I
would get back to him. | asked to wark something out with

Three times r sed to talk or see whoim 1 had asked to work out
something that would be f and just in view of his long-tlwed employment at St.
Bernard's. With that ref 1 and"his poing into arbitration and due process, my hands
were effectively tied in mutual agreement.

e T — AN G A
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FACT FINDING COMMITTEE REPORT FOR ST. BERNARD'S

Submitted By:

August 6, 1980

Overall, the “"Vision of the 90's" developed by Father Brennan
Maier was outstanding. Without this vision, the parish would not
have the solid financial and spiritual base to be the religious
and spiritual catalyst that it is. Father’'s work with city
officials, ecumenical groups and the IUCC is a source of strength
to many. Liturgically, the parish has moved ahead under his
pastoral leadership. The outreach of the parish, through a
variety of programs, especially day care, is commendable.

The point of stress/difficulty is the manner in which the
"Vision" was implemented. Whenever a major change is made in
philosophy or way of doing business, time should be spent in
educating the persons affected by the change. The overemphasis
on the CEQO/Corporate style and the "bottom-line" business style
has stifled the generous spirit of many parish organizations and

groups. -

The current organizational chart gives too much power to the
business manager - "lay pastor”. The priest/pastor needs to
reclaim his authority and redesign the parish committees/councils
to enliven and empower the community of faith through structures
which are open to the faithful. The high school serves students
from many parishes and these persons need a clear communication

channel.

The pastov should be the school superintendent, but the principal
should run the day to day operations of the school.

A parish is made up primarily of people, not programs. It is a
community to be formed, not forced. It is a place where the love
of Jesus Christ is shared, not dictated. Its strength is
diversity and unity of purpose, not sameness in a regimented

style,

The high school is respected by all for the academic programs,
community spirit and the individual care and concern given to

each student.
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The elementary school has many morale problems, since the tone
which has been set is heavily weighted toward the "business"”

camp.

To restore order and confidence, and to build on the positive
spirit of St. Bernard’s, the Committee recommends that:

1. The Archbishop and the Abbot prepare a statement to extol the
"Vision" of Fr. Brennan Maier, including the aspect of

financial planning.

2. The Archbishop, the Abbot and the Fact Finding Committee
prepare a statement in support of the parish high school,

3.° The position "Director of Education” be eliminated.

4. The scope of the work of the business manager be re-examined,
with particular emphasis on isolating the schools from that
office’s line responsibilities.

5. The principal and dean of students be ‘reinstated.

6. The teachers in arbitration receive a favorable hearing under
the guidance of the school administrator.

Other areas needing review:

high school staff.

the parish and the

overall

1. The reduced loads of the higher salaried
2. The demotion ¢f the scademic counselor.
3. The new persons hired to replace the persons in arbitration.
4. The parish committee/council structure and relationship to
the trustees and the high school.
5. The Gamaliel Institute and its affect on
school staffs.
6. The placement of the kindergarten in the
organization.

7. Morale of the elementary staff.

8. Position of the administrative assistant
school structure.

9. A performance evaluation system which is

in the elementary

compatible with the
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misgion of the parish and the growth and development of 4&ll
staff members.

10. The possibility.- of an employee/parish assistance program
available to help parishioners and staff re-~enter a
community of faith.

11. A concerted effort on the part of all te bring the parish
and school communities together. ’

It would be helpful if the parish as a whole continued the
following discussions:

1. The feasibility and/or wisdom of incorporating or moving the
high school operation in light of the overall parish mission.

2. The possibility of a higher tuition rate for parents and/or

subsidy from parishes sending children to St. Bernard's High
School.

are willing to serve in an advisory capacity for as
long as the new pastor wishes,
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So one

By Pat Norby
Catholio Sulletin

Staff members at Holy Name
of Jesus in Medina say the best
thing about Benedictine Father
Amold Weber is that he’s “pres-
ent” for everyone in the parish.

¢ 2lot
of is a

sho d ow

parish beset with controversy over
administration and staffing at its
high school. Father Weber is fill-
ing that post along with his pas-

torate at Holy Name of Jesus in '

Medina,

Bishop Robert J. Carlson said
as he announced the appointment,
“Father Weber seems’to be known
by everybody?

Ellen Olsen, principal at Holy

a Name, said Father Weber has a

at
Holy Name.

A stranger recently walked into
the parish center as Egan was
thinking about Father Weber's
presence to people. Father Weber
walked over to greet the man and
welcome him to Holy Name.

Even though he is in the midst
of running two parishes, h. takes
time to talk with anyon. who may
need him, Egan noted.

“H¢'s present to you when he's
with you;’ she said. “It’s not a put
on It’s just who he is. It radiates
to éverybody around here, , , . He
sure is fifled with God’s grace”

tremendous skill in helping people
sec where they can help and where
they are valuable “He recognizes
in people where their strengths lie

,and he brings out those strengths”

Bishop Carlson said, “He is a
person who is able to rally great
numbers of people around him,
and he has a clear Vatican II vision
of what the church is all about™

St. Joseph of Carondelet Sister

ministrics at Holy Name. He also
knows ;many children in the
school, oversees parish business,
uunR_u time counselinig couples

m&n
sonne] and programs director.
“The word I'd use for him is

Father Wabsr: Present for

Of all the

" wonderful things of

God, people are the

most beautiful.
— Father Amald Waeber

‘hospitality}’ she said. “Nobody is
turned away here?

Father Weber is one of 12 chil-

dren reared in the Weber home in
St. Martin, MN, just 25 miles
from St. John's University in Col-
legeville, where he entered the
Benedictine Abbey and was or-
dained in 1952. Four of his siblings
are Benedictine Sisters, and a
cB:-«-.ivon_&nnﬂgumo
was a prest.
i grew up in one of those old
Catholic German towns where re-
ligion was a part of life’ said
Father Weber, who has served his
Qnﬂ,»uuﬁmnaﬂ vocations direc-
tor, personnel director, pastor and
school administrator.

One of the ways Father Weber
maintzins his spiritual stronghold
is through prayer — morning, af-
ternoon and evening. Throughout
the day, “1 use short mantras) he
said. “Jesus Lord, Our Father,
Come Holy Spirit, I've shared that
in homilies how powerful that is”

He said preaching kindness is

not as effective as meeting a kind
person. “Of all the wonderful
things of God, people are the most
beautiful}’ Father Weber said.
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90
8alnt John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota

THE SITUATION AT ST BERNARD'S
s-
rents
est
n. As you know Fr BRENNAN NAIERS {s
on temporxary leave of absence. Abbot JEROME and Archbishop John R. Roach

ar g partic in the appointment of a te arxy p .
nts and of the school staff who bel they been
un ted are in a due process procedure organized and

supervised by the archdiocese using well credentialed people such as labor
organlzers, attorneys, and so on, to serve as conclliators and arbltrators

in the process.
In addition, Abbot JEROME and Archbishop Roach have appointed Sr Nathalle

Me or cation Center, Fr WE for-
me Ben gh School and Dr Chr nson,
re vic dale High S8chool, as a fact finding
team.

Fr BRENNAN has supplled some background for this situation:

"The underlylng Issue in the dispute {s one of governance--who is the
ultimat authority for a parish school. Part of the confusion comes from
the fact that St Bernarxd's High School has only 15 to 20% of Ilts students
that come from the parish itself. The rest come from the west, the north
and the east. The last four pastors have all experienced In varying :
degrees the Independent spirit of the high school which acted often as a
separate 1sland from the mission of the parish. In recent years the parish

had to p a ars of operational expense. ®
was in o en resisted by the long-termed ty
and high as some parents. These parents and stu-

dents have been used to spread the discontent far and wide in a well-

orchestrated plan of resistance by a vocal minority.
"The present dispute was triggered by the non- zenewal of three teachers

contracts and then further escalated when the prinecipal and dean of stu-

dents were terminated.
"The current budget amounts to over $3,000,000 for the entire parish

with all of its subdivisions."

"WHAT I8 A MONK?"

is a gquestion we have all been asked. The Abbey Vocations Offic under Brs
K e consultation espec with Frs

H a duced a new leaflet omote

v was designed and prepared for pub-

lication by st PAUL JASMER, ROBIN PIERZINA and DENNIS BEACH. It is avall-

able in the baptistry of the abbey church. Pastors and other monks able to
distribute the leaflet more widely should obtain copies from Brs KELLY or

DOUG.
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CONFRERE, page 2

FROM THE ABBEY CHRONICLE

6/14-15--visits from two former capitulars, Br FELIX NEUSSENDORFER who

t rred to San Antonlo Abad In Puerto Rico where he has been teaching
8 and mathematics and Br SILVESTRE KINNEY who transferred to Abadla
del Tepeyac where he has been in charge of maintenance.

6/26--chapter meeting with Abbot JEROME's commentary on chapters 39 and 40
of the Rule and Fr RENE MCGRAW's report on who will be up
for solemn vows next year. i

7/2-6--a workshop on the Benedictine vows directed by Fr DANIEL WARD and
attended by 140 monks and nuns Erom communities all over the country.

7/6-9--25th annlversary of the Prep School's Melk proaram. The celebration
was run by Frs THOMAS ANDERT and MARK THAMERT and

German in or ln the Prep Schoel. About 250 people wera joined by
about 50 an alumni who travelled to Collegeville for & festive
program. Among the special guests were the he ster Melk, ~

' Fr Wilfried Kowarik, a k of and the

7/8--Abbot Jerome invested four novices,

As the climax to extensive publicity in newsp on TV picketing
at the Chancery In St Paul two bus loads of 5 appe on the
mall in front of the abbey church and paraded with placards from 10 am to 1
pm to protest recent policies at St Bernard's High Bchool.

7/11--Feast of St Benedict Patrlarch of Western Monasticism. Brs ANTHONY
SZPILKA and LUIGI BERTOCCHI made simple profession; Br BENEDICT LEUTHNER
made solemn . Frs § ACHATZ, OoN S, FINTAN KEL,
MAGNUS WENN ; ERIC MANN, GER S0 and Br J

renewed the vows made 50 years ago. Fr EVERARDO STUEBER, prior at
Tepeyac, was unable to be present. Frs BENJAMIN STEIN, FABIAN WEGLEITNER
and COSMAS DAHLHEIMER renewed the vows taken 60 years. (See Quarterly.)

7/12--return to the abbey of Fr CASSIAN 0§ after more then 50 years
of pastoral ministry, most recently ln Meire

7/17--conference and chapter. Fr JOHN KLASSEN descrlbed particlpation in a

nationwide study on religious life up to the year 2010. A vote to sanate
the decislon of St Augustine's Priory to accept Neil LALOC in the novitiate.

7/18--word that our capitular active for 30 years
in the development of Tepeyac, had suffered a massive heart K.

7/19--the refectlon committee announces a meatless buffet line for lunch.

7/23--announcement of the election of Prior Peter Novecosky, a former stu-
dent at St John's, as the fifth abbot St Peter's, Saskatchewan, Canada.
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
Augast 14, 1990

Dear Father Abbot,
Just. an update on my sabbatical, break, recyleing:

1) Facher Eugene tells me that the fall CPE program
is filled for this semester but he could assure me of
getting me in for the January term. He is sending me
application for that.

QUESTION: Should I apply for that CPE for Januaxy 1991
and fill in this fall with the Rome Renewal

Course?
2) T talked to the lay
catechists thalt brought the Neo-catechumenate to St.
Bernard's and asked that they have the head

catechist of the United States to cail you., This is
regarding the possible permission to release me for a
year o be a member of an -itemerianfatechist team for
the Neo—catechumenal Way as the preshyter. These taams
would go to parishes that invite us for a two month
catechesis and evangelizatfon. I know that this request
must needs be strange since you would not be able to know
of this evangelization and renewal method. It is much
more availlable in Bast and West coask in U.S. as well as
in Spain and Italy. I understand that 1s
in Rome and will call you from there to explain this
request to you. All I wish to say is that I would be
pleased to be given permission to spend a year as an
itenerant catechist with a Neo-catehcumenal team,'”
It is very serious iu intent and very centered on the
Lord and the Scripture and the reality of cowmunity.
But gince I am guite new in this Way, it is hard for me
to explain this possible direction for the coming year
or maybe for sometime itn the future.
} .

Give me some quidanceidnithis. T will £111 out the

appleiation from Duluth GPE for second term. Part of

thie might be wy chaplaiqty with the Mount St. Scholastica.

Yeacc and thanks! 0 ) BGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

I L dtprnon 855 '

OSEB MAIERS 00448



ST. BERNARD PARISHIONERS AND HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS
August 15, 1980

After hearing th ir report, Archbishop Reach, In his role as chl f pasior of

' ral steps. In doing so, he only
| erome Theisen, 0.5.B. Our ration
ot t it Is the Intention of the monks of

St. John's Abbey to continue serving as parish priests at St. Bernard's., A
Benedictine pastor will be appointed for the parish quite soon. In prepara-
tlon for his appointment, however, and so that the school year may get off
to the best possible start, the following decisions will be enacted In the

next several days.

are restored to thelr administrative positions
nt schoal. be ieve that they will be able to continue the atmos-
phere of learning and loyalty which has characterized your school, We have
asked that they work closely with a new pastor In sirengthening the gove-

ernance structure of the school. Members of the Inding
volunteered to serve a consultants to the new p and to
and we believe that their special expertise will to stre

already good institution.

Two parish administrative positions will be changed significantly. The
position of director of education will be eliminated. The position of parish

s admi or, which has been found useful In many o parishes,
more ly defined. The new pastor wlll have our s rt in
g out sk,
Employment and due process questions in regard io other members of the
s I will xt ion
) i I princ nd |
p s ady be a will

speed resolution. We do not foresee major difficulties in completing the
process.

These are only the first steps which witl be important for the future healih

of your parish and school. In the longer term it will be critical that you
work to recreate an atmosphere of trust and of mature communlcation. As the

events of past summer have shown, will require hard work, prayer,
and forgl s on the part of all Invol We must let you know that Ir-
t a few Individuals delayed our entry
s tion more difficult, We ask for your

| ming weeks as a new pastor arrives
and the Important work of these longer range questions is undertaken.

You may want an opportunity to hear more information or to express your
own reflections about your parish and school. T will be ting this
Frid y night t 7:00 p.m. at St. Bernard's P rish Center. Representatives
from the Archdlocese and the Abbey wlll be present, We Invite you to attend

that meeting.

- 2 -
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ST. BERNARD PARISHIONERS AND HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS
August 15, 1980

After hearing thelr report, Archbishop Roach, In his role as chief pastor of
your parish, has decided tc take several steps. In doing so, he only
after careful consultation with Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.8. Our ratfon
with one another Is important because it Is the Intention of the monks of

§t. John's Abbey to continue serving as parish priests at St. Bernard's. A
Benedictine pastor wlll be appointed for the parish quite soon. In prepara-
tion for his appointment, however, and so that the school year may get off
to the best possible start, the following decisions will be enacted In the

next several days.

are restored to their administrative positions
in the high school. We believe that they will be able to continue the atmos-
phere of l(earning and loyalty which has characterized your school. We have
asked that they work closely with a new pastor In strengthenlng the gov-
ernance structure of the school. Members of the fact finding team have
volunteered to serve as consultants to the new pastor and to
and we believe that their special expertise will serve to strengthenm an
already good institutlon,

Two parish administrative positions will be changed significantly, The
position of director of education will be ellminated., The positlon of parish
business administrater, which has been found useful In many other parishes,
will be more narrowly defined, The new pastor will have our support in
carrying out this task.

Empioyment and due process questions In regard to other members of the
staff of the school will be resolved over the rmex! days with the cooperation
of the hlgh school principal, We understand that substantial
progress has already been made In creating an atmosphere of trust that will
speed resolution. We do not foresee major difficulties In completing the
process.

These are only the first steps which will be important for the future health
of your parish and school. In the longer term it will be critical that you
work to recreate an atmosphere of trust and of mature communlication. As the
evenis of this past summer have shown, that will require hard work, prayer,
and forglveness on the part of all (nvolved. We must let you krnow that I[r-
responsible provocation on the part of a few individuals d layed our entry
into this process and makes reconciliation more difficult. We ask for your
patience and consideration in the upcoming weeks as a new pastor arrives
and the important work of these longer range questions Is undertaken.

You may want an opportunity to hear more Information or to express your
own reflections about your parish and school. There 11 be meeting this
Friday night at 7:00 p,m. at St. Bernard's P rish Cenier. Representallves
from the Archdlocese and the Abbey wlill be present. We invite you to attend
that meeting.,
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ST, BERNARD PARISHIONERS AND HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS
August 15, 1990

We are pleased to be able to pass on to you what we consider io be
fundamentally good news. Your high school is a good one. Important progress
has been made In your parish In recent years., The right people either are
In place or will scon be In place to contlnue and deepen this heritage. Know
that you have our prayers and concern as you move ahead.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ JOHN R. ROACH, D.D.

Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

+ JEROME THEISEN, 0.S.B,

Abbot of St. John's Abbey
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Dear Father Abbot,

came up to St. John's today to share with me the letter from Archbishop
Roach and you to the parishioners of St, Bernard's and the parents of S5t. Bernard's High

School.

I tried to contact you so that together we could have a little visit together- you
and I. While I find the decisions that were made personally ilncomprehensible, 1 am even
more concerned for all those staff and members of Council who support me and my directions

for the parish and the schools.

Could you ask the new pastor to give some human consideration to those central staff

and school employees who have supported me some way out of what can be an intolerable
situation. Perhaps after the shock of the decision, these employees who could well be
subtly punished for theilr support of me and my decisions be given a chancé or a way te
leave gracefully without undue hardship financially and emotionally. That is my only
request in this situation as you may not be aware of the fall-out possibilities for those

who were my main supporters at St4 Bernard's.

To have empowered the S$,0.S. group by meeting all of its demands seems like a blegsing
and acceptance of thelr behavior. I caunot even begin to put into words how I feel
about my seven years at St, Bernard's mow that my most fundamental decisions have been

reversed.

I am going to spend a couple days with my brother for some space.
I never believed that the worse case senario was what was to become reality. I feel

devestated.

There are about 11-~12 people who might wished to leave at this juncture if something can
be worked out with the new pastor. The lay leaders will make their own decisions T an
sure but the staff may need a way to crawl out with some dignity,

I am sure you can understand dy feelings.and fears for my loyal dlipporters and helpers!
Pray for me and the parish of St. Bernard's!
’;. 7 ( (,/) (/
Q”f’f / _'.\)/f,(‘)éz{,:fi’.«:"«'i-"k.. 03(‘
N a ' oA

Rev, Bremnan Malers, 0.5.B.

August 16, 1990

P.S5, Is there any chance that I may see the report written by the Task Force?
I'd appreciate that as 1t can help me deal with this decision and put it into

some perspective,

0SB MAIERS_00451



August 16, 1990

Archbighop John Roach
226 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Archbishop Roach:

This letter serves as my official resignation zs Trustee of
St. Bernard’s Parish Commmity.

Your decision in the St. Bermard’s case shows & total lack of support of
tha Pastor, the Trustees, the Parish Council, the Finance Council, the
School Board and the Adminiztration of St. Bermard’s Parish Community,
vho have worked so diligently to build St. Bernard’s into a dynamic,
viable Catholic Community for the future. Previous sssurance of support
by you and Abbot Jerome evaporated in the face of antagonists. You are
allowing a small group of vocal dissenters to hold this community

hostaga.

I find it impossible to continue as & member of St. Bermard’s with such
spineless support from the leadership of this Archdiocese snd St. John’s
Abbey. I also find it Increasingly difficult to feel positive about the
Catholiec chuxrch in this area and to financially support its efforts. It
1s with great sadness that I leave after many, many years of
inveolvement.

Qinrovralo A

ce: Bishop Robert Carlson
226 Summit Avenue
St, Paul, MN 55102

Rav, Michael 0'Connell
226 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102

Abbot Jerome Theigen, 0SB
St. John'’s Abbey
GCollegeville, MN 56321
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot |

MEMO TO: Father Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.

FROM: Abbor Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
DATE: 17 APgust 1990
RE: Plans for 19920 - 1991

I met with !the in-house Personnel Committee
yvesterday and we talked about the various proposals
that have been put forth for your assignments this
coming vyear. The committee thought it best to
recommend a sabbatical in Rome during the fall
semester. It was our hope that you could still
enter the theological renewal program at Saint
Anselm's in Rome.

The committee also supported the suggestion that
you take CPE in Duluth the second semester. It
would be my ! hope that you could live at Saint
Scholastica Priory and serve as their chaplain
during the period of your stay in Duluth.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

226 Summit Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesata 55102-2197

Office of the Archbishop

August 17, 1990

Dear

I regret very much your feeling that you must resign as
trustee of St. Bernard’s parish.

I want to be honest with you, and tell you
that had the situation at St. Bernara’s not deteriorated
to the point that it deteriorated, I would never have
had to appoint a fact finding committee to move into

that situatien.

I suggest that people who have had responsibility at st.
Bernard’s for the conduct of that parish and school
allowed a situation to develop which became absolutely

untenable.

Thank you for all of your past service and I pray that
you will continue to find the Catholic Church a
nourishing home for you.

D.D,
Minneapolis
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

17 August 1990

The Reverend

Saint John's ey

nnan Maiers, 0.S.B.

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Brennan:

Let's meet at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, August 20.

arch
that
ation
certain areas.
have t
I
a e dec

o

ho

to

i
a letter again. It
s S on target, The
successful, at Jleast in
written t of the fact-
pe that time you can
on and on to other

Thank you for the tremendous amount of good work
you did at Saint Bernard's!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 61z 363-2544
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August 20, 1990

Archbishop John R. Roach
226 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Archbishop Roach:

My first inclination upon receipt of your letter was to toss it into the
trash can because up to now you have not been interested in the position

of the lay leadership of St. Bermard’s Parish Community (SBPC).

I agres with you, the situation at SBPC was untenable. Three previous
pastors had been run off by a small group of antagonists. This group
has had & strangle hold on S§BPC for years, and no one has challenged

them.

During the past several years, we have built a strong parish
organization. We empowered the parish council, the finance council and
the school board to become part of this community’s policy and
leadership organization. Things were on the move at St. Bernard’s!
SBPC was rescued from the brink of bankruptcy and put on a sound
financigl footing. OQur community and spiritual programs vere running
well, and we all felt very positive about the future! We knew, however,
that a confrontation with the antagonists was inavitable if SBPC was to

fulfill icts vision for the 90's.

The confrontatlion came at the High School where the antagonist group was
deeply entrenched and where they had support from a similar non-
parishioner group., The High School administration and several staff
supported by the group mentioned above vehemantly opposed accountability
to the SBPC pastor and lay leadership. They did, however, want us to
pick up the tab for gross mismanagement -- averaging §60,000 - $80,000
per year for the last 5 years and eccounting for the major portion of

the SBPC debt.

At the direction of the corporate board, a study of the personnel and
financial management practices of the High Schoel was conducted and
numerous irregularitf{es and bad practices were uncovered. It became
obvious that was an incompetsnt adainistrator, and we needed
to change the leadersnip of the High School. I will not go into all the
details, but your office and the Abbey were kept informed of our
intentions and action planz. In fact, we received saveral suggestions
from your leadership. We were sssured of support for our actions. The
very least we expected was for the Archdiocese to atay out of it, How

wrong we werall
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Archbighop John R. Roach
August 20, 1990
Page 2

We kmew there would be a storm, but we felt we had a pastor, a SBPC
administration, a lay leadership and the financial strength to frae SBPC
from the strangle hold of these antagonists. Your direct involvement

ended 811 of thisl

Your fact-finding committee was 8 farce. The only way any of the lay
leaders got to talk with the committes was for us to seek them out and
try to get an appointment in their busy schedule of interviewing the
oppoaition, Many of the lay leaders couldn’t even get an appointment.
I firmly believea the primary mission of the fact-finding committee was
to justify your surrender to the demands of the antagonists. Clearly,
your decision was not & compromise since you granted every single
demand. I’ve read the fact-finding committee’s report, and it is a
laugh! No where do they examine the governance issue wvhich is the root
of the controversy mor do they examine zlternative courses of action
such as perhaps supporting the existing SBPFC leadership and
administration, putting the High School under an independent
professional school board, etc.

I believe your decision for SBPC has set a terrible precedent. You have
sent & message to every antagonist or dissident that 1f you make enough
noise, spread enocugh viclous rumors, tell half truths and outright lies,
get fnto the news media and picket the Archbishop, you will get your
way. You have also told the students of St. Bernard’s High School that
anarchy is rewarded. Heaven help the Pastors of the parishes im your
Archdiocesa. At thiz point, I think you need my prayers more than I

need yours!

Sincerely.

cc: Bishop Robert Carlson
226 Summit Avenue
8t. Paul, MN 55102

Rev. Michael 0’'Connall
226 Summit Avenue
8t. Paul, MN 55102

Abbot Jerome Theisen, OSB

S§t. John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

21 August 1990

Sister Rosemary Ferguson, O.P.
Clinical Pastoral Education Center
Saint Mary's Medical Center

407 East Third Street

Duluth, Minnesota 55805

Dear Sister Rosemary:

Father Brennan Maiers has applied for the CPE
program at Saint Mary's Medical Center in Duluth
and I am most happy to send a letter of recommen-

dation.

Father Brennan has served in the pastoral ministry
since the 1960's and has taken on some very
difficult assignments. He was pastor of a large
parish in the Bronx, New York, at a very young age.
Then he was asked to become pastor of one of the
largest parishes in the Saint Cloud Diocese where
he managed to have the parish build a new church.
He used all his skills at persuasion and determi-
nation to get this church built in Cold Spring,
Minnesota. Finally, for the last seven years he
has Dbeen at a very difficult parish in Saint Paul
called saint Bernard's. ° Through various circum-
stances, much of which was beyond his control, he
had to leave Saint Bernard's. He is now taking a
sabbatical, part of which will be spent at our
International College in Rome and part of it in
CPE. :

Father Brennan is one of our brightest pastors and
one who very forthrightly moves parishes accordlng
to the norms of vatican Council II. This has been
his strength but alsc his source of irritation in
many parishes. I think CPE would be an ' excellent

chance for him to reflect on his work in parishes
and at the same time give him a break before his

next assignment.

I recommend him to your program and know that he
would benefit considerably from your skill and your

staff.

Phone 612 363-2544
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Sister Rogemary Ferguson, 0.P.
21 August 1990
Page Two

Thank you for this consliderationl!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Thelsen, Q.S.B.
JT/ev
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

226 Summit Avenue

Office of the Archbishop Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-2197

August 27, 19%0

Dear

I suspect that you and I can’t reach a point of
agreement.

I do want you to know, however, that I have a great deal
of respect for you.

I have looked at the process used by the fact finding
team and looked also at the quality of membership, and I
disagrea with you.

You fajl to understand that there is a distinct
difference between those parishes which are in the hands
of religious communities and those which are in the
hands of the Archdiocese. It is, indeed, regrettable
that the thing went on as long as it did. In hindsight
I would have moved in much sooner. I know that you will
not accept this, but my reason for not moving in sooner
was to try to respect the structure in place in the
parish. That broke down, and broke down badly, and it
was only at that time that I sent the fact finding tean

in.

I do thank you for all you havae done, and I believe you
in your presentation of the facts as you see them.
Regrettably, I think that I had no alternative but to do

what T did.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

SUNIY SO

-
Most Rekeypend John R. Roach, D.D.
Archbish of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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ST. BERNARD’'S PARISH COMMUNITY

August 28, 1990

Dear Parishioners of St. Bernard's,

This past weekend was very enjoyable for me. It was a privilege to
preach at all five Masses and hare some thoughts with you. I want to thank
you for your many kind remarks. You certainly showed me that we can berome
a4 wonderful Christian community. Ev ry once in & whiie in the 1if of a
parish as in our own lives things don't go well. Those are the times we
especially n ed to pray and most often seek greater conversion of heart.

I'w s we all want to do this so we can be closer to God. Be sure you
pray ry day for peace and unity. 1 wish I wasn't so busy so I could spend
more e at St. Bernard's. I' love a place that has many possibilities as

I truly believe St. Bernard's has. You are good people, hard working and
caring people, Let's enjoy each other and accept each other. Accepting each
other doesn't mean we accept people's conduct, but we respect everyone because
they are wade to the image and likeness of God. Christ treated the woman

who committed adultery so beautifully. He didn't approve of her conduct,

but he did love her and 1'm sure after h met Jesus, she ch ng d. If we

see Christ in all it helps us to change. People re besutiful. We should

be mexciful. We are all sinners, and God continues to love us. God loves

us always, no matter how we behave, He continues to love us unconditicnally.
Isn't chat wonderful for us? Let's try and imitate that in our relationship

with others.

I kn that there are problems with the d system, but maybe
as I get d to it, it wi better, but I thi should do something
about it. eaching 1s s0 ant in a parish. ord of God is Sacred
and shoul e heard. The p is 1 see many things that should be cared

for soon, but we definitely have some wmoney problems. You may not be aware
of it, but the conflict in the parish will cause some great expenses. When
six (6) people's contracts were terminated, six (6) other people were hired.
Now some have been reinstated and now the others have a right to be paid.

I can’t tell you how much this will cost, but it will probably be high..

We gre trying our best to solve all these proble s peacefully, but it won't
be easy. Just like a war is costly; a conflict like this le ds to a lot

of extra costs.

I have decided we should have a second collection once & nth to help
pay these expenses which are not in the budget, nor is there ey for this.
1'm also writing to all parents who have children in the high school to
consider paying an extra $50.00 by Octob 1 lst to help with these expenses,

Many people left the parish. Many good people left the parish. Some

were angry the way the administration treated, Others were angry with
the administration. This has also lowe the collections. 1 would like

197 W. Geranium Ave. St. Paul, MN 55117
488-8733
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everyone to consid r incr asing their Sunday giving from $1 to $5 dollars

weekly. Maybe there are a few who would like to donat towards new sound
yst m. I know there sgre nany things th t should b dom eéoom — r pair,

cle ning, etc. If it isn't don soom, it will cost more. Let's all do a
little extra for God that "in all things God may b glorifi 4", I would

like to have th £ir t second collection the weekend of September 8 - 9.

We really ne d to give wmore to keep St. Bernard's in progra of preventive

maintenanc . T see many areas needing improvem nt soon or it will cost much

more. Too bad this conflict mskes it all the harder. Mayb giving more is

a good way of being forgiven by God. Almsgiving has always been recommended

by Jesus.

Since the sound system is poor I would like to mention very briefly
some points 1 stressed that I think we should all pray about and live by

them.

1. Place the parish first. Everything we do, education, ministry, schools,
flow from the parish. The parish comes first. The most important ev nt 1
the Sunday Mass. This is where we will become s happy and holy community
of faith and love.

2, Our vision of parish goes beyond our parish. We are asked to enrich
His Kingdom. This means daily we become people who want to share our faith
with others. We realize Stewardship is important. We use our talents and

treasury for others.

3. Parish decisions are made by parishicmers only, not by people from
other parishes. They can be part of school 1if 4if they send their children
to us; but only parish members d cide the major decisions about our schools.
I p rsonally believe some non-parishioners over-stepped their boundaries.

4. R ligion demands wor hip. We d c¢lare our dependence upon God and then
live accordingly. Our behavior (worality) flows from our worshipping in
truth and sincerity. We have to put our heart into it. The key ideas about
the Mass are and love, We must delidb rately
and on purpose 8 ek to share, seek to be peac ful. We become religious only
if we do things religiously.

5., Accept each other. We are in the mercy business, not the judging business.
Please don't tear people ap rt, it tears Christ apart.

Remember Christ said: "What you do to the least of my brethrem you
do unto Me". So let's be good to each other, kind to e ch oth r, be at p ace
with everyone. Scripture says: "How beautiful it is when all are at peace".
I personally believe that everyone in their he rt wants to be peaceful and

loving.
God love you. 1'l1l see you next we kend. I'll celebrate the 5:00 p.m.
Mass and the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 am Mass op Sunday. God love you. Have a
good week. If you go to the falr -- stop at St. Bermard's Dining Hall.
In the Lord,

ZZLL,got‘L/ALZ::;éL.¢1tszg

F ther Armold Wedber, 0.5.B.
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» 407 East Third Street
Duluth, Minn¢sota 556806

(218) 726-4000

FAX (local) 720-2391

FAX 1-800-272-2381

MEDICAL— DENTER (TDD/TTY) 726-4333

MEMBER OF BENEDICTINE HEALTH S8YSTEM

August 31, 1990

Abbot Jerome Theisen, OSB
St. John’s Abbey
Coll , MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome:

Thank you for your letter of recommendation for Brennan:
Maiers. Unlike many recommendations, yours is helpful. I
feel as though I know Brennan a bit vicariously through
Blaine. So I am very bappy he will be with us and after a
wonderful journey in Rome. This year has all the
ingredients of wonderf{ully healing time.

I saw the other day and he seems fine. He did
such fine work here, both on his inner journey and outer
journey, too. And it is good to hear he is continuing that.

Peace to you. Come and see us. We may have a huge
report to give you on Eugene!

Sincerely,

WO

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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— Buta b zeFectl,

gty <F

Dear Editor, -

" How many times, how many
sermons did Brennan preach to
us aboul conversion? Think for
a moment. Wasn't conversion

m
m

m
is still there? Brothers and
Sisters, that hole can only be
filled with Qur Lord Jesus

‘n s,

e a K
Brennan $aid; “Be converted.”:

with LUCC., Renew, Fund

for the Future, The Environ-
mentil Commitice, Centennial
Group, RAC, Befrienders, and

N

the Neo-Cathechuminate com-
munity are all programs Bren-
nan he o us
ente H th of
introducing these programs in-
lo our parish with the hopes
that our lives might become
more fruitful. To make this

1 feel 1 understand why some
of the hurt is in so many
hearts. '

The Church lacked the fore-

pain — th 1so
new that we
needed a grieving process.
Brennan took us through Pro-
ject Vi o at it
would t ng.
Remember when Brennan
first carried the newly baptiz-

sister in Christ,”
Da your remember when a

1021 Marion Street
North End Multi-Service Center
St. Paul, Minnesota 55117 .

488-8828

September, 1990

North End News

what a rclease of emotion it
to d a
t h

44
Remember how Brennan
came 1o us when the Church

he pulled and stretched us to
new ways of thinking.

If hé had a fault, it would
have been pushing too hard —
he was so anxious for us to et
God in Re-
mem ow his
sermons and would come
dawn mto the body of the
Church, not speaking down to
us but rather-with vs. Some

es s for me

to each day

just as you do in being holy.”
Next wouid be his involve-

tion in th¢ Romuald Gym.

—

Tables festooned in spring col-
ars. An altar with the “Lamb
int.

ing
flowers, Easter eggs, deocrated

jelly  ns, wine
. Tru feast in
our n ‘Lord.

Thanks, Brennan, for helping

Just ke him? Would you tum
them way or would you say,
“This, as uncomfortable and
messy as it is, is the way in
which our faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ commands us to
move!" |
If Brennan cannct come
back, then 1 and many others
than our God for having
known him and for the effect
he had on our lives as we
walk the road of con-
to which he called vs.

Judy Shechun
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Dear Editor,

Last month you chose lo
the 1 of a five
lelte individusl

named Art Herkenhoff, Th t
Jetter listed an abundance of
accusations and slanted ques-
tiong about St. Bernard's, The
Finance Council of the St.
Bernard's Parish Community
would like to take this oppor-
tunity d. .
- Our " Council is

elected at Jirge from the parish
community, two representa-
tives appointed from the
elected members-of the Pas-
toral Council and two mem-

ed from" the

rs of the School
Board. The Finance Council
establishes policies regarding
personnel, general administra-
tion, building and facilities
operations, meintcnance and
finan “*] reporting for the best
inter ,sts of the entire parish

at Como Park Senior High
School who sends his children
to St. Bernard's High School.
He lists his church member-
ship as that of St. John's of Lit-
e Canada and lists his resi-
dence as Little Canada. He is
also an ex-employee of St.
Bernard’s and a very good per-
sonal friend of John Q'Neill.
The us
is hi r-
mation that we all receive and
know given his status as a re-
cent -past member of this
Finance Council. .

B are our responses (0
his ions:

1) Why were teachers and
administrators fired without
due process? .

No one was fired. without
due process. The due process
procedure begins at the time a
disagreement over termination
is identified. Those employees
who fee) they were wrongful-

community,
Art Herkenhoff is a teacher  Cont, on p, 6
si-
d

of .n

changing of some volunieers parents?

D b s

ed school mailing lists inup-

1,825 households. Why would

5 petition to dismiss
rt as Dircctor of
Education on May 29, 1990.

We do not know why in-.

dividual parents sign a peti-

to sy n someone asks
us for ng. .

10) i1l the admin
tion o mard'’s only
on a ane-{ with the
Save Our mmitee

not an organization of this

"

ki
-Our Schools™—implies an ab-

: with people who state such an

)] did all but
this y senior stude
a petition requesting that
Father Brennan not be at their
Graduation? '

ks?
We established scveral
mo t commit-
- fee d sections
of “Fi-
na not

welcome o redirect some of

OSB MAIERS_00465



Secretary. Due to a specific re-  community? -

councils have to share.

I cr Brennan

. say "t
nard's leave it?” - :
N ext
his
we
his

. ap-
d nol
ery!

ke St. Ber-

The pastor ' appoints the
trustees from the elecied
boards of St. Bernard’s. Mr.
Rupert inted

* fromth ,and

i Mr. Edward Miclech was ap- -

pointed from the Board of
Education, -
. are candi 1o
. the I Council Fi-
nance Councii screened before

Council and nce
cilarc asked 10 5 tan
[ outlin eir
fi s. The ive

councils then review all candi-
dates and nominate those in-
dividuals who best meet the
criteria esiablished. At least
twice as many nominees are
selected as openings.

These councils are elected
by the parishioners, thérefore,
il would seem they are the will
of the majority of people
voting.

20) Why has
head of the Arch s
ucation Depariment chosen (o
listen to only on¢ side of this
controversy? Why wasn't he at
a meeting of concerned
parents?

Mr. Wray has been involv-
ed spéaking with both sides of

letters to the editor ...

Cont. from p. 6
shis controvérsy for ovér a

because he was very unim-
p dwi med"”
] ‘s m tness-

f
1

They |

as Ant

. bt
o

allo
h

ts
-

h
naed’s school for the 1990-91

quested their registration fee

We few
| stu our
high schob! but understand the
of SOS iltee
ac  com will
be r Stude
1o at this
ger an p ehigh
for th u s
Given our plans in
ing, we
n of this
wants to k these
s open for s to
come.

24) Is it the goal of the
Parish Administration o close

the High School? Why?
We-know there has never

been sy plan or iniention to

close the high school by the

mi use
nti igh
as vi-

tality in this om

ty is an impo red

our fulure,

25) Is there a grand scheme
on the part of St. John's Ab-
bey and/or the Archdiocese to
kill the r
scheme .
parents, teachers, students and

nity -Bernard's
kno t?
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mittee — a complete irony to
us.

weeks
Grade

of care,
lon for chi

ed. The three-member fact-

ished its study of the conflict
at St. Bernard's Parish Com-
munity and high school. St.
Bernard's High School will re-
instate Principal John O"Neill
and Dean of Students, Tom
Hansen, as well as other
teachers who were fired, or

not offered contracts. This has
been hard summer for
all in

whether we, as 8 community

eve
We
our
¥
e

—"f-v.'i

"the r

that as unity
newspaper we could not ignore

Community has been part of
the very fabric of life in the
Rice Strect Ares, for 100
years. We agreed that we
would cover the story. Our
goal was to present the story
in a fair, nonjudgemental man-
ner and we set out to do that,

It was a difficult story to in-

igate, more dif-
It to talked to
m
di
hi

space allows and realizing that

mmunity as
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September 3, 1860

Robert J. Burke

Director of Planning

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
328 West 6th Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Dear Bob:

I am writing to you because I em concerned about whet happened at §5t.
Bernard’s Parish over the summer. I am still stunned by whaet the
archdiocesen officials did, and I have considered writing a letter to
the editor of the Catholic Bulletin or one of the Twin Cities dailies.
I still might do it. However, I would like to run my thoughts by you.
I think you understand strategic planning and management in a church
setting. Maybe I have missed something.

I should begin by saying that I am not altogether disinterested in the
matter, and I might lack some objectivity. However, I have followed
developments there closelv for the vast three and one half years, ever
since my brother-in-lew, . agreed to serve as one of the
lay trustees of the parish corporation.

Father Brennan Maiers, O0.8.B., asked to serve as a trustee as
part of & systematic approach to the perish, its problems, and its
opportunities as it went 1into its second century. is a top
executive in interneational marketing for the 3M Company. About the
same time Fr. Brennan invited e sales manager for a
computer software company, to be the other lay trustee.

1 am sure you are aware that on many parish boards the lay trustees
ar simply rubber stamps for decisions arrived at by the pastor and
possibly the Archbishop or his staff. Fr. Brennan saw it as & central
governing body making decisions with the edvice of the various perish
boards: the school boerd, the finance council, end the pastoral

council.

I can appreciate the problem he faced, When 1 was at the Newnen
Center there was always the question of whether the Newman Council was
advisory or decision making. We also had an active administration and
finance compittee, a social justice committee, a liturgy committee, an
education committee, snd, of course, & corporate board. Fortunately,
we fihessed most issues by adopting a consensus approach. However, it
was clear in my mind that +the corporate board was the final decision
meking entity both in lew and in fect. Fr. Brennen formalized this in
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the organization of the parish and t on two very competent
people to bhelp him in making decisions planning and policy.

Several problems were clear from

instit & process stra ic
ails, b et me say th they re
s from start. Th knew at

re would be opposition from people
of doing things and who did not

competent parish administrator and

a al
sh
a rk
he

pastoral ministers, and the ordeined priests.

By the early months of 1989 it was clear that changes needed to be

i 00 ticul the hi
P 1 2 d of th e 27, 19
h r r ri n , and nds,
r ecided to demote the high scheool
ci J hi i
] 1 S ©
sc v a ]
rv t r r
pastor. The pastor appointed r st m
supervisory responsibility for th h s ol p r
responsibilities. The principal ive lear s
for the coming year and informed th wou s

for his evaluation.

In the early part of 1990 the director of education realized that the

o
e
e
g
1
enrollment.
The two lay ed that their hed the oval
of the Archb a f §St. Jobn’s .. In Febr or
March of 1 ¢t ministrator met with both the
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Archbishop and the Abbot., They assured trustees that both the

Abbot and the Archbishop supported their of action.
g involved).
co ¢ a ar e, y
oces d chi ructu s
ion, e jon f onfli ?
rvic rch oc & or b ¢

ree years?
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about the conflict. It raises a host of questions about dback channel
communication, influence peddling, and palace politics that are the
death of strategic planning in eny organizetion.

The procedure of the committee raises even more questions. They wmet
with many of the dissidents but made no serious attempt to contact the
prarish leaders. They did meet with the Director of Aministration, and
i1st of names including the lay trustees, that they

he gave them a 1

should conta I can tell, little or no attempt was made

to do so. contacted the committee on his own and
The committee never

succeeded in obtaining” a pro forma interview.
interviewed the other lay trustee,

The two lay trustees asked that
report, end the committee promis
out about it when the Director

I only say that I was appalled by the report of the “fact finding
co tee.” It is two and one half pages long; it contains no
situation ysis (0%); it h on it
has a page a half of reco end i ion
of Fr. Brennan and, with & kind o i e nds

the dismantling of the very organ

offered no evidence whatever to support this evaluative judgment.

The report is contentious when it refers to the director of
?

administration as “the business =

y.

naire it t
t.. Is P
If so ich I i
It is is t

memebers, how dare they i e it on the parish after only a few weeks
of observation? It +too ars of painstaking planning to develop

~4 -
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parish structures which the parish administration felt were
appropriate for the particular pastoral situation at St. Bernerd’s
Parish. The committee reversed all those judgments on the basis of
several weeks’ study. I can only call that arrogance.

The report mouths platitudes as the basis for decision. "A perish is
made up primarily of people, not programs. It is a community to be
formed, not forced. It is a place vwhere the love of Jesus Christ is
shared, not dictated. Its strength is diversity and unity of purpose,
not sameness in a regimented style.” 1 have no doubt that every one
of the parish leaders, including the two 1lay trustees, support each
one of those assertions. It is outrageous that they are used in the
report to condemn their actions. 1 am simply stunned by that sort of
tactic in the hands of so-called professional .

The recommendations are equally appalling. No semblence of due
process is suggested in the elimination of the position cof Director of
Education. In spite of the fact that the parish runs the schools and
puts 75% of its financial resources into their operation, in spite of
the fact that the principal has been shown to be incompetent in the
area of financial administration, and in spite of the fact that they
recommend that the Pastor be Superintendent of Schools, they recommend
that the schools be isoleted from the 1line responsibility of the
Director of Administration (whom they persist in referring to as "the
business meneger"). Finally, they have the gall to recommend that the
teachers receive a favorable hearing in arbitration! What is the
purpose of arbitration if not to resolve disputes in a disinterested
fashion? It would have been far more straightforward of them to
recommend the reinstatement of the teachers <than to sugdgest the
outcome of arbitration “under the guidance of the school
administrator"” who was a party to the cese in the first place.

As far as I can tell the second list of "other areas needing review”
and the last two recommendations contain nothing that the parish
administration had not already considered at sowme length. Their
inclusion in the report, however, leaves the impression that these
matters had been left neglected. Thet is really a low blow which
should be beneath the dignity of educational professionals.

The report is a hatchet Jjob. The three authors should be ashamed to
have their names associeted with it.

I must say that I em embarassed and angered that the Archbishop
accepted the report and eacted on its recommendetions. To paraphrase
Supreme Court Justice Byron White in Roe v. Wade, this strikes me as a
raw execrcise of ecclesial power. It undercuts the enterprise of

oral planning; it devalues the contribution of the ley persons

lved in parish leadership; it neglects the valid contributions of
business management; it flies in the face of elementary dus process;
and it bodes ill for the future of Catholic education. Nearly a month
after the date of the report I can hardly believe it happened. It is
pathetic to read the Archbishop’ statement in a letter: "1 saw no
alternative but to appoint that fact finding team, and believe that
the high quality of the people, plus the proces they used, was about

—;—-
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as good as you oould get,” Unfortunately, he is reduced to believing
his own . propeganda and trying to insulate himself from . the
consequences of hig decision, :

Thank you for taking the time to read this lengthy letter. 1 plan +to
there it with the two lay trustees involved. Since it appears that a
serious injustice has been done, I would appreciate it if you could
give me some reason why I should not share this with a wider publiec.

Kinnarelv.
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misaloa I free and families of

tertain you in the arca between

traln will not be returning this
year bul In lis place will be

for the
oty also he
ilke.
1o sca
for
the best
<ontrol

lions or even if you need more

T
i
turkey dinner with ali the irim-

mings that ls served In the
parish center,

plek. Bingo begins at 2:00
p.m.! Remember che uniform
i+ In the
t there early
best choices,
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i ADDRESSES OF CLOSEST RELATIVES

Name of Monk: _paTiRS, Brennan, 0.8.B.

Date: Septomber Zih 1990
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71

8)
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1)
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To the esteemed brother

R Monsignor Paul Josef Cordes

Vice President of the Pontificsl Council Tor the Lalty

"personally"responszble (in charge of)
for the Apostolate of the Neocatecumenical Community-- ------
Every now and then the Holy Spirit ceuses to germimate within the Church

an impulse toward a greater Tidelity. to, the Gospel, and ‘theye flourish new
chariems which manifest this reality and new institutions which put(such im-

pulses) into practlce. It has been thus since the Council of Irent and’ 51nce

+the Second Vatican Council.

Among the realities generated by the Splrit in our days (of thls nature)

figure the Neocatecumenical Commun1ty, ¥ dello by
Signora C. Hernandez (Madrid, Spain), ct i the re al of the
christian life as announced by ny prede au B it of . Council:
"What joy and what hope is given us by es n activ es...T0

e and m this rTeaw g i is ¢ you n o

tism" ¢ rehey the chr comm effe i

aturit a epen ing w ere ed i miti a

perio r ring for B oM I to atec o ¥,

tes) 974, '

Genersl Aundisnce, 8 May 1974, in

T aldo, in many meetings made as the Bishop of Rome, in the roman parishes,
with the Neocatecumenical Communitieés and their Pastors and in my apostolzc trips

to many nations, -hdve been able to count numerous fruits of personal converslon

and a fruitful missionary impulse.

Such communities as these make visible, 4% the parishes, the sign of the

missi ry Church and " such enforce t
zatlo o wh&%ver has s of - abandoned
typic y catecumenical inary (route),
primitive Church that the catecumenats T

of Baptism; they thus rea he Cht
Catecumenates Baptismal in 96-96, 1974, 229). The proclamation (an-

nounci of the Gospel, the testimony in small community (groups) and. ‘the
celebr on of “the eucharist in groups (cfr. Notification about the celebra~
tion in Groups of "the Neocatecumenical Way” i 2k
December 1988) are the things which permit the elves at
the service of the renewgl of the Church:

Various of ‘the Brothers in the Bpiscopate (Bishops) have recognized .the .
fruits of this Way. I wish to 1imit myself to recording now ‘the Bishop of
Madrid, Mons. Casimiro Moreillo, in whose diocese wnd under whose guidance

were born, in the Yyear 1964, the Neocatecumenical Communities which he embraced

with much love.

After over 20 years of life as a Community, it has spread to :five

continents,
— recognizing the nev vitality which animates the parighes, of the’
missionary Ampulse and the fruits of co  rsio hich come rt rts
, of the ks [

of the members who walk (this VWay) and imat

which have evangelized in every de-christ aniz part of B pe
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the entire world;
~ In consideration of the vocationz, encouraged by this same Way, to

the religious life and the. priesthood; and the birth ofadlocesan college
formation to the priesthood through tha new evangellzatlon. that i the

of

Redemptoris Mater of Rome;
~ having seen ‘the documents that you havu prasentad:

acknowledging the 'request youyhéie'sent me, I recogunize theﬁNeocéfebumena;
Way as a systematic way (itinary) of catholic. formation, velid for society. and

for modern times. . L . ‘
I hope, furthermors, that the Brothers in the Episcopate (the Blshops)

valne and assist ~ together with their priests - this work of new evangllzatlon,

because and so that it might be realized’ acoordzng to the lines proposed by the
he, Ordinary of the place and in communion

founders, in the spirit of serv:ce to ¢
with him eand in the context of, nlty w-d&éthe local Church with the universal

Church.

As & Tesult of all of'thia, I'impart to you and all who participate in
the Neccatecumenical Community, my Apostolic Blessing..

Trom the Vatican, the 30th of August, 1990,. 12th year of this Pontificate.

John Paul II
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Al Venerato Fratello
Monsignor PAUL JOSEF CORDES
vice Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio per i Laici
Incaricatoc "ad personam” '
per l'Apostolato delle Comunitd Neocatecumenali

Ognigualvolta lo Spirito Santo fa germinare nella
Chiesa impulsi @i una maggiore fedeltd al Vahgelo, fiori-
scono nuovi carismi che manifestano tali realtad e nuove

istituzioni che le mettono in pratica. E' stato cosi
dopo il Concilio di Trento e dop\o il Concilio Vaticano
IT.

Tra le realtd generate dallo Spirito ‘ai nostri
giorni figurano le Comunita Neocatecumenali‘, iniziate
dal Signor K. Argliello e dalla Signora C. Hernandez
(Madrid, Spagna), la cui efficacia per il rinnovamento

della vita cristiana veniva salutata dal mio predecessore
Paolo VI come frutto del Concilio: "Quanta gioia e quanta
speranza’ c¢i date con la vostra presenza e con la vostra
Sttivitd... Vivere e promuovere questo risveglic & quanto
voi chiamate una forma di "dopo il Battesimo" che potra
rinnovare neile odierne comunitd cristiane quegli effetti
di maturitd e di approfondimento che nella Chiesa primiti-
va erano realizzati dal periodo- di preparazione al Battesi-

mo" (Paolo VI alle Comunita Neocatecumenali, Udienza
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Generale, 8 maggio 1974, in 96-96, 1974, 230).

Anch'io, nei tanti incontri avuti come Vescovo

di Roma, nelle parrocchie romane, con le Comunita Neocate-
cumenali e con i loro Pastori e nei miei viaggi apeostolici
ho potuto constatare copiosi frutti

in molte nazioni,
e fecondo impulso. missionario.

di conversione personale

Tali Comunitad rendono visibile, nelle parrocchie,

il segno della Chiesa missionaria e "si sforzano di aprire
la
abbandonato la vita cristiana,

di tipo catecumenale, che percorre

strada all'evangelizzagzione di coloro che hanno guasi
offrendo loro un -itinerario
tutte gquelle fasi
percorrevano

che neila Chiesa primitiva i catecumeni

prima di ricevere il sacramento del Battesimo; 1i riavvi-
cina alla Chiesa ed a Cristo” (cfr. Catecumenato post—.

battesimale in e 96-96, 1974, 229). Sono 1'annuncio

del vangelo, la testimonianza 4in piccole comunitd e 1la

celebrazione eucaristica in gruppi (cfr. Notificazione

sille celebrazioni nei gruppi del "Cammino Neocatecumena-=
, 24 dicembre 1988) che permet—

le" in
servizio del rinnovamenta

+tono ai membri di -porsi al
della’.Chiesa:

vari Fratelli nell'Episcopato hanno riconosciuto

{ frutti di gquesté Cammino. Voglio limitarmi a ricordare

i
1'allora Vescovo di. Madrid, 'Mons. Casimiro Morecillo,

nella cui diocesi e sotto il .cul governo sonc nate, nel—l'

1'anno 1964, e Comunitd Neocatecumenali che egli accolse

con tanto amore.
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popo oltre vent'anni di vita delle Comunita, diffuse

nei cingue continenti,

- tenendo conto della nuova vitalitad che
dell'impulso missionario e . dei
di conversione che :sbocciand dall’'impegno degli itineranti
e, ultimamente, dall'opera delle famiglie che evangelizzat
no in zone scristianizzate d'Europa @& del .monde intero;

- in considerazione- delle vocazioni,  sorte da code-
religiosa e al presbiterato, &

anima

le parrocchie, frutti

sto Cammino, ’élla vita
della nascita di Collegi diocesani di formazione al presbi-
terato pér la nuova evangelizzazione, quale il

Mater di Roma; S,

- avendo preso visione della documentazione da

iei presentata:

accogliendo la richiesta rivoltami, 7riconosco il
io @i formazione

cattolica, valida per la societid e per i tempi odierni.

pertanto, che i Fratelli nell'Episcopato
~ insieme con i Iloro presbiteri -

Ccammino -Neocatecumenale come un itinerar:

Auspico,
valorizzino e aiutino
quest'opera Pper la nuova evangelizzazione, perché essa

21 secondo le linee proposte dagli .iniziatori,
rito di servizio all'Ordinario ~del 1lubgo e ai
contesto dell' unitad della

gi realiz
nello ::spi
comunione con 1lui e mel
Chiesa particolare con la Chiesa universale.

In pegno di tale vote, Amparto a Lei e a tutti

gli. appartenenti alle Comunitd Neocatecumenali Ila mia,
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Benedizione Apostolica,

pal Vaticano, il 30 Agosto dell' 1990, XII di Pont
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
September 11, 1990

Dear Father Abbot,

I am going for my interview with Sister Rosemary Ferguson
on Friday, September 2lst so that I might be accepted into
the CPE program in Janmuary, 1991. I will be gald to serve
as chaplain to the Sisters of St. Scholastica Convent

while I do my CPE.

Brother Sean Sullivan has been most gracious and helpful
in my preparations for the Renewal Course in Rome this
Fall. WNo definitive word has arrived yet. But my
travel plans are tentatively set: October 3rd departure
and Dec. 18th return.

I know that I have talked somewhat about my continued
interest in the Neo—catechumenal Communities and my
willingness to be an "Itinerant Catechist” for this Way.

I want to share this small book of pictures and discourses
of Pope Paul VI and John Paul II to these communities.

I ask you to note especially the appendices pp. 97-106
which gives a brlef history and explanation of the
Neo-catechumenal Communities by Kiko Arguello, the founder
of the Way, to the Synods on Evangelization and on Penance
and Reconciliation. This book makes clear that this
Neo-catechumenal Way 1s very serious about Baptismal
Conversion and catechesis through Scripture, Sacraments
and Community. It is a ldy movement that is blessed by
the most recent Popes. In order for me to be a priest
member of a itinerant catechist team, I need your blessing
and permission. T see this as a hope and prayer of mine
for sometime in the future, Therefore I am desirous that
you know more about it, Father Kilian McDonmeell came

to the three day retreat at Mankato when the Ned-
Catechumenal Community from St. Bernard's was born on
March 19, 1989, He found the movement mainstream and
claseical and serious. There is a Theological Discernment
bock on the Neo-catechumenal Commmities by Spanish
theologian from Salamanca andnow auxiliary bishop of
Santiago de Compostela=“Riéardio Blazquez.

i
I would like the Discourses back sometd;
2 me.
Thanks! N NQ ey

ﬁ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321
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ruommns. M
SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

September 17, 1990

The overwhelming experiemce thls past month is still incomprehensible! The feeling of
betrayal by those in whom we have some trust to see both sides clearly without preconceived
conclusions. The feeling of anger -towards those in authority who have stabbed ue in the
heart. The feeling of rage against those who have transformed black into white, who have
portrayed themselves as victims instead of victimizing under guises of truth. The promise
that personnel decisions would not be revisted and the subverting of the Due Process of

the Archdiocese and then broken. The faint praise of vision that felt patronizing and
belittling when the Implication is that we have a great idea that we just had poor ability
in implementing. The outlandish praising of the High School when objectively it is known
that there are serious educational weaknesses that we have guietly been trying to correct.
The holding up of the High School as the 1deal and seeing the Grade School aund Parish as

the locus of "the problem” or “the disease”. The attack upon the call to accountabllity and
the call to stewardship and the call to evangelization—-this narrow mindedness assaults ones
very marrow of being. The undermining of our pastoral dimension as insensitive to the
do-nothings and antagonists. The failure to realize that only in doing nothing could some
people who prefer the past to the challenge of the future be pacified. The total disregard
of the effective and acting Pastoral Council and Finance Council and Trustees. The absolute
and stunning silence of authority towards those negative leaders who used some of the most
vicious stratagies to get a hearing--lies, half-truths, harassment, misuse of students and
concerned parents, picketimg that infringed on the dignity and sacredness of the parish.

The expediency of restoring the high school leaders to obviate further difficulty from those
who continued their push. The total disregard of pastoral concerns and parish structures

in their attempt to solve "the high school problem”., These are some of the explosive
reactions that still smolders in the depth of my belng.

I could not help think of a gross scriptural quotation that I remember from my seminary daye.
Proverbs 26:11 : "As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool reverts to his folly." I understand
the "fool" to be the antagonist as empowered and canonized by the Fact-Finding Committee

and the Archdiocese and the Abbey. To return to the incompetency and unaccountability and
treachery of the past is surely as distasteful as a dog revisiting his vomit as good food.

Sorry if this is a little too gross for you but it does me some good to get the poison out
less it polson me. Perhaps it can be good therapy for you as well. What really continues

to hurt is the total lack of trust of the administration and team of both staff and volunteers
that had been built up. The arrogance of brushing all of truly wonderful and committed and
responsible Catholic Christian aside and for what? For "them" to be at peace. WOW!

What may have been put aside now for a year or so will once again be discovered and that 1is
the need to change if there 1s to be a future Catholic Chuzrch., Totsoft—sell the real

cost of discipleship is to sell the Lord and his mission for even less than twenty pieces of
gilver. To ask people to be responsive, accountable stewards 1s not an option but a necessity.
To withstand the status quo seekers and fighters takes courage and stamina. I truly regret

my decision to ask for a sabbatical as it cleared the deck to destroy what we had worked to
build together. I thought it would help clarify the issue was not personal but institutional
and governance. If I had known I would have rather laid down and let them run over me with
the clearest accountability of what they were doing. Now they could throw me faint pralse

and then disregard the direction we had worked so hard to forge. The only wrong decision

was asking for the sabbatical. But I trusted they would stick to their commitment to me

that my decisions would not be reviewed or changed. Even that was blown to smittereens!
Thanks for helping creating and fostering the vision and the structures. Someday truth will win

out !

May the peace that comes fr d tegrity be with you always! THANKS!
P VILLE. MINNESOTA 86321 )
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September 25, 1990

Dear Fellow Journeyers,

I have the distinct advantage of being able to get some distance from the issues and

persons surrounding the St, Bernard's upheaval even unto Roma, Italia. Some of you might
néed for peace to escape the parish or reduce your contact with those aspects of the parish
where negativity might blossom into bloom. Others are able to grieve and regret and ler go
and let God one day settle the account. Such people are not traitérs to me or

or to the vision for which we were precisely praised. Such people are able to psychologically
create a line in the movement of time and begin to try to build and support the issues of

the parish that we gtill have some hope of rescuing from death and disease. Everyoune has
different reactions and different needs depending on the kind of investment that had been
made and depending on the depth of hurt they have experienced. Let us not condemn each other
for being different in these matters. We are not mindless followers of people but we are
dedicated to a vision that the Lord calls us to. Be rather faithful to that than to persous.

I cannot help of think about the various gropps of Jews that existed at the time of Jesus:
some were Zealots who were uncompromising toward the Jewish occupation of Palestine and

were in fact willing to mount an armed rebellion against the Romans; some were Pharisees and
Scribes who were faithful to the tradition of law and were the super-Jews of Jesus time and
tended to be legalist; some were Samaritans who only accepted the first five book of Moses

and did not accept the development' in Jewisgh thinking and' theology that took place:over the
years., These were the true conservatives of the Mosaic Law and was interested in purity of
Mosaic thought. The leading group of this was called Sadducees., Lastly, there were the

group of Jesus followers and disciples just as John the Baptist had his followers and disciples.
You can apply the people and fringes of St. Bernard into similiar continuum or camps——namely
some who are convinced and faithful to the truth; some who are strong but open to development;
some who would like a coup and upheaval that they would love to foment and create, From

a feeling point of view we surely might have already gome through some of these stages of

loyalty and rebellienm,

But I still have thoughts and questions and feelings--they are all mixed up and not yet seen

as objective or lasting! I am amazed that Fr. Arnold sees and presents himself as the
Super—Pastor who can run two parishes. I think that the Abbot should assign Fr. Arnold full
time to St. Bernard's since he set—up the present situation--I1 call it unnecessary confusion.

Fr. Arnold is a good man but a little arrogant or lack in depth perception. It will take

more than a few smiles and a charismatic and bombastic talk or letter to change the harden
hearts of antagonists. The good people of St. Bernard's—-and there are many--will come to
respond to the getting on with implementing the vision. Ushers Club, Women's Council and

Altar & Rosary Members are not going to be so supportive when they discover that Fr. Arnold

also will not go backwards but forwards with the Vision of a VATICAN II CHURCH. Calls for
money and generosity will work for only people of openness and faith. Conversion is necessary
to see the importance of Stewardship and accountability to God, to others and to oneself!
Thelwwiclousness and stridency has ebbed because of the retent victory but it was only a battle
not the war. As soon as the negative and uncouverted people discover the push and the direction
Fr., Arnold is going -— there will be new passive aggression and flare-ups of opposition parties.
Repéetition and sloganism are common for both Fr. Arnold and the antagonists. This is not an
issue conflict; it is a perscnal destruction effort to anyone in power who will not do what
they want! That is what I wish to warn the authorities about in the Abbey and the Archdiocese.
The implement of these decisions byi re—instating incompetent pecple will come to haunt the
schools and the parish. This is more than a difference of style--which it surely is!

But it 1s a failure to see into the depths that will posion and stramgle in the long run!
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page two

The message that comes again and again 1s that my vision was good but I was a poor leader
who was incompetent and unable to implement my vision since I ran rough-shod over wonderful
and good people. They really bought the accusation that too many people were hurt and
negative. Therefore, we tried to create by edict and by authoritarianism. I totally reject
that view. Who I ask is authoritarian...a Fr. Brennan who worked hard to collaborate with
Councils and volunteers or Fr. Arnold who orders and decides without consultation like some
supreme Emperor??? Did It ever occur to them that there were a solid 500 plus parishioners
who were willing to be the solid base for the future and that the nay-sayers were a minority
who achieved their power by lies and distortions and vicious slogans? Did it ever occur to
them that those who were opposed to our call for accountability and stewardship are precisely
those whoge selfishness and pride were being challenged. When someone throws a rock back
and saying we are throwing rocks——then there must have been made some comnection of reality
and truth! There is now a financial hole as well as a loss of talent. If the parish gets
by without a $200,000 increased debt, it would be a minor miracle. Fr, Arnold and his
committee dug!an:unnecessary hole for the parish and its wission. The $200,000 could have
been better used for the Master Plan and the Church Renovation! Instead we have had a re-
instatement of questionable personnel and the loss of both outstanding staff and outstanding
volunteer leaders with much talent.

One cannot challenge people--glowly over seven years—-to be more accountable, to be converted
to the Lord and to the future that the Lord is calling us to and be surprized that they are
not all happy. When you confront people with narrowness and pettiness, one cannot be so
surprized that they are defensive and begin a counter offensive. When you point out a lack
of consistency and self-serving attitudes that uphold the minimum or at least the.old ways,
there 1s going to be a reaction that the leaders are rocking the boat or trying to move too
fast, Not to move forward in the inmer-city is to move backwards.

It was never a goal of mine to become the most loved, the most popular pastor of St. Bernard's!
If I had done that, then I could not have been faithful to what the Lord was calling me to
lead his people of St. Bernmard's into & bright new future. The surprizing thing the committee
did not see was that there was a marvelous coalitionbuilding and a movement that was coming
together and it included the best as well as the middle core of the parish. Only the vocal
minority who had been dis-empowered by ministries and elected boards were screaming foull

50 the re-instatement of this mean-spirited and unpleasant former parishioners of St. Bernard
was a great tragedy. One of the monks here said: Why whén you had wor the war, did they
suggest unconditional surrender??? While we call people to live their baptism and not merely
be baptized pagans as evidenced by their wordes and actions, we do not reject the wounded and
hurting. The pastoral touch and reach always went out to those. But we did not in any way
wish to be co-dependent to those few who found many excuses not to grow and not to give and
not to be a part of the Christian Community to which the Lord calls us! I am not regreting
calling people to be people of the Word and people of living faith. I have seen the death

of parishes where people are merely bored and endure religlous externalism unsmilingly.

We visited the people; we called them to RENEW; we called them to active community worship!
We called people to accountability; We called and invited people to be STEWARDS of ALL that
God has blessed them with. There is as St. Benedict a good zeal and an evil zeal. The pain
and the tragedy at St. Bernard's is that the Task Force cannonized the evil zeal! They did
nothing to correct the methodology of the antagonist and nepative leaderships who embodied
the false principle that the end justifies the means. They have taught some people very

well a tragic moral deformity. They have discouraged and gravely tried the faith of many"
faithful people who were midwives of the emerging vision. My prayer {s that the future

of St. Bernard's can be saved and not forever compromised. Somehow I still believe that the
spotlight and focus has been put on notice certain ugly methods and behavior. Good seeds
even after a storm and set-back will continue to grow and will ome day return in full force
for the Gospel will win. There is no chaining for long the Word and Truth of God. No slogan
can substitute for truth and reality. God give us wisdom, courage, strength to be faithful
to you and your people. There will be a new dawn! That is why I have hope in the midst

of destruction and a terrible set-back to reality and truth! Good Zeal or Bad Zeal will show
its true colors eventually! Peace but not surrender to death! God bless us all!
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PARISH RECTORY GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

197 W. Geranium Ave. 1167 Albemarie St 170 W, Ave.
St Paul, MN. 56117 St Paul. MN 55717 St Paul, MN 55117
488-6733 489-8086 480-1338

Oetober 1, 1990
Dear Parishion rs,

My la t lett r I spoke about forgiveness which 1s a mark of a good Christian
In fact it' hard to see how anyon could ever really become a good Christian
without the spirit of forgiven ea. I know for myself the numb r of times I
have had to both ask for forgiven ss aud also forgive others. I have never
in my life felt badly after I apologized but there hav been times I have
felt poorly uncil 1 did.

Today I want to write about trust. Trusting others gives one a sense
of peace. It gives others also a good feeling, Trusting builds good relatfonships.
It's difficult to communicate when you don't trust. People who don't trust
often get to be angry people, and they handle conflicts poorly. They tend
to becoma self-righteous. Th y tend to cause division. They also tend to have
trouble with the truth. They tend to exaggerate, start rumors and finally
simply not tell che truth. To build strong community we need to believe in
e ch other and trust in each other. When there are conflicts we should handle
them as Christian should: calmly and intelligently and truthfully. I must
honestly share with you it's important there be better trust at St. Bernard's
between each other. I have the last 3 months met so many wonderful people
at St. Bernard's. I have now had contact with all administrators at St. Bermard's,
a marvelous group of peopl . The people in the business office, Kathy and
Janet, are wonderful to work with, very compstent and cooperative. Kathy has
been th comptroller for a number of years and during this last year has been
assigted by Janet.They have prepared the financial statements for a number
of years and have done go competently. Whenaver I ask for informatiom I receive
what I wvant. 1 find both schools to have dedicated staffs. Appreciation for
the staff and adwinistration is something we all owe them.

I want to ghare with you some things about finances. You hava received
good financial information annually. The St. Bernard's Parish News last summer
listed the entir financial pictur . There was no reason for spreading falsehcods
about finances. If you read the annual statement that was in che St. Bernard's
Parish News you had the total pictur of che finances. I want to share a few
items, This is my valuation as I looked at the statement and other records.

A) Fund for the Future — goal was 1 1/2 wmillion - 608 parishioners pledged
$525,028.00. Of cthe pledges $134,463.00 has been received.
Expenses thu far - Fund Raising Firm $42,000

Axchitects Fee 17,539

Secretary & Office Supplies 17,667
Firat paym nt of bells 19,345
$96,551

There were small migcellaneous expenses so at present ther 1s a balance
of $38,033 in the account and after the bells are paid for, less than $20,000.00,

B) Pulltabs last fiscal year - Income to St. Bernard's - $373,160.00

How was 1t 1llocated ~$ 43,000 Fix the roof in school
20,000 To High School
26,000 To the Grade School
268,000 To th bank & interest in the short
term loan needed in the opsration chiefly
the grade school.
$357,000
Remainder various miscellaneous items
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C)
Def o0l $ 45,000 Covered by $20,000 pulltabs
$25,000 Parish Sub idy
Deficit in Grads School $276,000 Coverad by $26,000 pulltabs
$250,000 Parish Subdbsidy
Income not high enough so loan tak n & repaid through pulltabe income,

D) Parish debt June 30, 1989
Catholie Aid $285,397.00
Short Term Loan 250,000.00

June 30, 1990
Catholic Aid $240,759.00
Shore Term Loan

of pulltabs Parish would not be able to finance the schools,
especlally the grade school unles Sunday income would inerease substantially.

*While incowme in total dollars has not decreased significantly the last S

yesars, it has decreased about 30X in cowparison to cost of living (expenses).

#Expenses of school not due to inefficieuncy: The school expenses are probably
40% below the public school system.

#It cost to have schools. If people want schools you have to pay for them.
You will not be able to cut much the expenses of the schocls and keep quality
schools and teachers.

#Qutside parishes are not contributing for th cost of their children. They
don't cover 1/2 of the cost. St. Bernard's probably subsidizes outside parishioners
$150,000 a year (that's an estimate). This should b evaluated.

*The whole school situation should be studied.

Remember thes are only wy observations. I'm not making value judgments
only financial observations. However, the future of the parish in my mind
demands studying the 2 schools. Financially it is at this time chiefly a grade
schoal problem. Maybe it hasan't always been that way ~- I studied the fiscal
year 1989-90. No ones fault. It costs to have schools. The reason the grade
school has such a high subsidy 1is because tuition is much lower than the high

school.

I'm hoping that this letcer gives you some information to consider. The
full financial statement will a2gain be printed in the future.

One final note we are working hard to get the pulltab problems resolved.
All the records are now in th hands of the Stat . I will meet with them in
the next wveek or so and they will let us know if we can continue and on what
terms, 1f we can. I ask your prayers that 1l will turn out as the Lord wants
it. I ask for your prayers. It's been a hard 3 months for ms doing this along
with my own parish of 1800 families and I1'm the only priesc at Holy Name.
I need your prayers. God loves you.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOL.IS
226 Summit Avenue

Office of the Archbishop Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-2197

October 4, 1990

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.5.B.
Church of St. Bernard

197 West Geranium Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55117

Dear Father Brennan:

I have been informed that you are no longer in this
Archdiocese.

Your service here has been a hlessing for the people
you have served. I am sure that they deeply appreciate
your pastoral care and concern for them.

Please accept my own thanks for all the good work you
have done here. You have served this local church well,
and I express my sincerest appreciation to you for
that work.

I pray God will bless you richly in the future.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

o R A _otins

Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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Sont' Anselmo
Roma, Italia

October 1%, 1990

Dear Fathesr Abbot,

Yeaterday, we had the experience of goiwng to Hubiaco and the Bacro
Speco, the very origins of our Denedichineg way of life. We were treated
with great hospitality. The whole RENEWAL program is going well for ne.
The clasges in Scripture, Christoliogy amd Liturgy are very good and
provides an opportunity to review and renew myself with the hest in
current scholarship., I Lsp801ally have enjoyed the trips to the Roma o
Forum, the excavations under 3t. Peter's and SBubiaco,

When I first arrived here, I was met by a young man, who 1s a
Lay Neo-Catechumenate missionary in Xorea. He drove wme o the Neo -
Catechumenal Center ACTOSS the other side of Italy on the Adriatic Sea

to a citv called Forto di Sant' Georgio., The founders,

and . were there aloqv with catechists from the original
Neo-Catechumenal Communities here in Rome. There were zbout 350 peaple
from Italy; #0 from Paris; 3 from England and iacluding me 3 from U.S.4.
It was a weelkend of prayer, encouragement, celebration of Penance and
Eucharist. Pecople also renewed thelr volunteering for mission and also
some for the first time. 12 couples volunteered to Fo-any place in the
world with their families to begin Evangelizotion; 24 couples voluntecred
to do & couple mouths catechesis for the Way snd eight prlegtﬂ also
volunteered, on the condition their Bishop or Religious Superior approves,
Ior one year. I want te share with you thet I was one of the eight priest
who did stand up to be a part of a Neo-Catechumenal team of Catechesis.

I am enclosing a letter £ m our Holy Father, John Paul II, that was only
recently written as of Au st 50, 199 . 1t g*vg his perbonal Lndorscment
of the WAY as a way of religious *ormauloa for our time. He also says

the method zand manner should be that of its founders,

following the steps from the early Cetechumenal Process ol che Talld 4nqQ
fourth centuries. T felt and feel called to give myself in this new
evanpzelization if you will give me permission. They do velieve in ohedien
and so do I. .

Many things laad me to this Way in my situation right now as you well
know., T see Fhat after my CPE trainning, then I might be pilven permission
from you to be released from other work for this e0uube ization team,

The Abbey would remaln my home base and I would return there in-be tween
catechesis whicH lasts for two months at a time,

There aas been criticism of fhis Neo-Tatechumenal Wey 2t 5%, Ternard's

and also in England where a Benedictine parish is alsc involwed. have
beard that Cardinal Ilumo7 however, 1s open and friendly to this way.
A firede has recefily been published here in Italy aga¢ﬂst and the

Way as being the anti-Chhist and the destruction of the Church. It was
sent to 211 the Bishops of Italy. It is good that the letterlfrom Fope

Paul 1T was s % to all the Ddisho of the wor T wi be, e

izh The letter to co erning the Cate umen ¥
8 a call to re wed conversion for he haptized wer neve t uly
chesiged. 1% 5 three basic cles c¢al compone HI Wor
aments and Com nity. It will nev be a popul ovem 1,

very much in the best of Vatican IT tradition. It is a way of evangeliza-
tion pure and simple. ‘It is radical in the sense of taking the root call
of Christ seriously--to love as Jesus in the manner of the Crossl

1 thought I hed better share wifh you this hope and desire as my spirftual
Father., Thanks for listening...l mean reading Sorry abhout the mistakes
as this typewriter is old manual with no uovrectlnr ability. 1 am sending
a photo-copy of John Bpui II's letter in ILnlman and I had an rellow
student do a transletion inte English for me. zace bewith youl

Conctmar. o345
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

22 October 1990

Sister Clare Marie Trettel, 0.S.B.
Office of the Prioress

Saint Scholastica Priory

935 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Sister Clare Marie:

I trust you are enjoying this fall.

Blessings and peace in the Lord!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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October 30, 1990

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Thank you for your letter of October 22nd regarding the
situation of the chaplaincy here after Fr. Ignatius leaves.
We are very pleased to learn that Fr. Brennan Maiers will be
taking the CPE course at St. Mary's Medical Center and that
he could provide chdplaincy services for us during that time.
We are happy to have Fr. Brennan serve as chaplain and reside
at the Priory as previous chaplains have done.

You referred to the chaplaincy as being filled until the

second semester this ac ¢ year. Actually, . Ignatius
is planning to 1 e on De r 19th€ and that r es the ques-
tion of a replac nt for est of the year, 1d it be

possible for Fr. Bremnan to arrive at that time or someone from
St. John's fill in until PFr. Bremnan arrives?

I am sorry there has been a delay in my response but it is
just a week today since my mother's funeral and I am a little
behind in my correspondence.

With prayerful good wishes for -the Feast of All Saints,
I am

Sincerely,

Sr. Clare Marie Trettel
Prioress

1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811
218-728-1817
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEARNS SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Personal Injury
John A. Doe,
Plaintiff,
NOTICE OF TAKING
Vs. DEPOSITION

The Order of St. Benedict of the
Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a
St. John's Abbey, The Diocese

of St. Cloud, and Father Brennan
Maiers,

Defendants,

TO: DEFENDANTS ABOVE NAMED and their attorneys of record.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the deposition of Father Brennan Maijers, by oral

examination will be taken before a qualified notary public at the offices of (P
400 First N B 2 Minnesota Street, City of St..,
of Ramsey, of the 19th day of De , 1990, at

9:30 o'clock a.m,, and thereafter by adjoumntent until the same shall be completed.

Dated: o REINHARDT AND

#2057
A. #173484
Artorneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First National Bank Bldg.
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesora 55101
(612) 227-9990
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

2 November 1990

The Most Reverend Roger Schwietz, O0.M.I.
215 West 4th Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55806

Dear Bishop Roger:

Sister Clare Marie Trettel of Saint Scholastica
Priory indicates that they would welcome the
services of Father Brennan Maiers from December
1990 to the end of summer 1991. r n, as
you might recall from our rs , 1is
scheduled to take the clinical pastoral education
at Saint Mary's Medical Center during the second

term of this acad He is presently
enrolled in a the al program at our
internation ege in Rome, the of Sant'
Anselm. I him back before as and I
am ct would be

to cy ry and pe

ch for

in t and about his pastoral experience up
to P

Th u fo t of the v
Co of v! M d
th ere r Ssess t

we held and I hope that we can implement some of
them, especially the need to focus on what we do
well at Saint John‘'s.

I wish you the Lord's blessings and peace in your
life and ministry!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 3632544
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

6 November 1990

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

00153 Rome, Italy

Dear Father Brennan:

I received a letter from Sister Clare Marie
Trettel, 0.5.B., prioress of Saint Scholastica
Priory in Duluth. She gladly accepts your assign-
ment to the priory as its chaplain during the time
that you are engaged in CPE at Saint Mary's Medical
Center. Their present chaplain leaves a week
before Christmas but I assume that you will not be
able to take up the chaplaincy work until near the
first of the year. Perhaps I am mistaken in this
matter. If I am, please correct me. This means
that you would live at Saint Scholastica Priory and
be responsible for daily mass and confessions from
time to time. You might have spoken with Father
Blaine Wasnie about his residency at the convent; I
am under the impression that the demands are not

great.

Yesterday I received a 1letter from Brother Isaac
Connolly in which he describes the renewal program
up to this point. He is excited by the program and
he mentiocned expli how good it is to h you
in the group of nts. Your Kknowle of
theology and your experience add much to the con-
versatian. I am happy that you are able to visit

the sites of Benedic history as well as
the ant shrines in . These were the
kinds of places I visited over thirty years ago

I was a st t in Rome. I enj the

tunity to v these places at le and
repeatedly during my six years at Sant' Anselmo.
0f course, I had to take my 1 and
doctorate at ' Anselmo so my not

exactly a tourist trip!

I have come to no conclusion as yet about whether
or not to allow you a year's leave to engage in

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
7 November 1990

Page Two
ne k I alk
ab a to ven
af r no
do c ch for
pa , t is
good for you at this stage in your life. This is
thing I nt to explore Rosemary
uson. I so will want to 1l from my
onnel co ttee.
Our Committee is beginning to receive
nomi to the offlce of president of Saint
John's University. 1In the next few weeks we should
narrow the search to a few names. I hope to
have a name by mid ary.

Greetings to the confreres!

Blessings and peace!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Thelsen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEARNS SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Personal Injury
John A. Doe,
Plaintiff,
PLAINTIFF'S ANSWERS
VS, TO DEFENDANT DIOCESE OF
ST CLOUD'S INTERROGATORIES
The Order of St. Benedict of the
Roman Catholic Church, ask/a
St. John's Abbey, The Diocese
of St. Cloud, and Father Brennan
Maiers,

Defendants.

TO: Defendant The Diocese of St. Cloud and its attorney, James T. Martin, 7600
Parklawn Avenue South, Edina, Minnesota 55435

Plaintiff John A.Doe, for his Answers to Defendant Diocese of St. Cloud’s
Interrogatories, states under oath as follows:

1. State your full name, date of birth, place of birth, present residence address,
marital status, and social security number.

ANSWER:

2. State the full name and address of all counselors, psychiatrists, or psychologists
with whom you have treated or consulted for any of the damages referred to in your
Complaint herein and as to each such person identified, set forth the following:

a. The date or dates of first consultation or trearment;
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b. The nature of treatment received;
<. The date or dates of last treatment or consultation.

ANSWER:

a.-c. Plaintff was treated on September 26, 1989 for depression.

3. If married, state your spouse's full name, the date and place of your marriage,
and the names and ages of your children, if any.

ANSWER:

4. Have you ever been divorced? If so, state the name and address of your
former spouse(s) and the date of divorce.

ANSWER:
No.
5. Give your employment history over the past 15 years 1o include the following:
The name and address of each employer;

a
b. The dates of employment;
The job or title held by you;

(e
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d. Your annual income at each place of employment.

ANSWER:

oo pp o

o o

a,

prw

s

B P

.

6. With respect to your claim that The Diocese exercised direct control over Father
Maiers at all times leading up to the events referred to in your complaint, set forth in
derail the following:

a. All facts supporting your allegation that The Diocese exercised such control;
b. The name and address of all persons providing information concerning such
facts.
3
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ANSWER:

Because discovery depositions of the principals have not been taken, specific facts
relevant to this question are not in plaintiff's possession. However, in prior
litigation, Bishops, including Archbishop John R. Roach of the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis and former Bishop Loras Watters of the Diocese of Winona
have testified that the ordinary of each Diocese have ultimate control over the
placement, supervisory requirements, limitations of duties, transfer and removal of
all priests serving in parishes of that Diocese. At the time of the sexual
exploitation alleged in this action, Father Brennan Maiers was serving as an
associate pastor at the Church of St. Joseph, which is a parish of the Diocese of
St. Cloud. Discovery is continuing.

7. With respect to your allegation that The Diocese had actual or constructive
knowledge of any alleged propensities on the part of Father Maiers to perform the acts
complained about in your complaint as of the date of the incidents referred to in your
Complaint, set forth all facts upon which you base such allegations and the name and
address of the person or persons having knowledge concerning such facts.

ANSWER:

Because discovery depositions of the principals have not been taken, specific facts
relevant to this question are not in plaintiff's possession. However, Father Brennan
Maiers admits in his interrogatory answers that he has undergone psychotherapy
on two separate occasions. [n 1989, when plaintiff met with Abbot Jerome, the
Abbot admitred his knowledge that Father Brennan Maiers has received counseling
over the years. Plaintiff presumed thar defendant Diocese performed a reasonable
investigation into the fitness of Father Brennan Maiers before placement in the
parish, and would have been told of his problems at the time he was placed art St.
Joseph's Parish. Further, pedophilia is a recognized compulsive disorder and it is
believed that individuals suffering this disorder generally act out sexually with
children on a repeated basis.

8. To the exrent not otherwise disclosed in your answers to the preceding
interrogatories, set forth all facts upon which you rely in claiming The Diocese was

negligent in employing Father Maiers at the time and place of the incidents referred to
in your complaint or at any time prior to such dates.

ANSWER:
See Answer to Interrogatory No. 7, Discovery is continuing,

9. Have you retained an expert witness to give any testimony concerning any of
the matters referred 1o in your Complaint? If so, ser forth the following:
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a, The name and address of each such expert;
b. A statement of the opinions and conclusions to which each such expert is
to testify;
c ed statement of the factual bases for all such opinions and
conclusions.
ANSWER:

Plaintiff has not retained expert witnesses regarding this litigation. Discovery
continuing.

10. Do you claim that The Diocese has made any admissions with respect to any
of the matters referred o in your Complaint {except as they may appear in the Answer
to The Diocese herein)? If so, set forth the following:

a. The date and place of each such admission;

b. The name, age, and address of each person in whose presence such
admission was allegedly imade;

c. The name, age, and address of each person allegedly making such admission
as an agent or employee of The Diocese;

d. The substance of each such admission.

ANSWER:
No.

e~ OUNAAD G DOMAMANN
QU P, o
Comme:na 0,
me this
1990.

Notary
Dated: REINHARDT AND

#2057
Attorneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First National Bank Bldg.
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990
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St. Uohn's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnésota 56321

CHRISTMAS, 1950
My dear Family and Friends,

hav y ther.
Pai rough
the a each
oth (Her
ola nd in

9

the Neo-Catechumenal Community. On August 30, 1990 Pope John Paul II blessed the
Neo-Catechumenal Way of an excellent way of Catholic Formation Lhat was
appropriate for our time and mentality. Within this small community that
listened together to ‘the Word and celebrated God's unconditional love was for me
a tower of strength and encouragement dSuring the -darkness of lest spring and
summer- A growing number of volunteer leadérs along with a committed steff was
being,developed to gather more and more parishicners who could help create and
implement a new and em ng vision of a new more y St. Bernard's.
Never before did I have hope coming to its f r pot and reality. It
was awesome] :
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I h noamd larizat that was fueled and
or, 1 and ~parish  ers @i disgruntled
fo ions e a5 ho  able as wera mine in
trying to ate & new veslity and life Ior St. naré's. It is teue, calm has
been resto and the clamoring for the elden d and statve quo was NOT Lo be

the hallmark of the new oriests. Let wa contince Lo orav for all those who are
sincere in building a oew anpd move vibrant patish chat {s z2sponsive to the new
exigencies of rn bimes.  We ate nob to acthor des but naev life; on-yoing
judgments cann leanse the soul fon Lhe kask hefore paviah., Jesus came ‘to
build the Kingdom of God...Let bLe not be found fighting or undermining it but be
found supporting and helping it to birth!

5ince I left St. Bernavd'es, scme wonderful things have opened for me on 2
personal level, I spent. this first semester as many of you know at our
Benedictine House of Studies in Rome, Italy--St. Anselm's. There veré ten of us
in the program that were exposed to twsnty~five of the best theologians Rome has
to offer. What 2 thrill and stimulart that has been! Secondarily, we were able
to savor the clagsical hiskory of Rome and the' religious history of ‘this
fascinating city! We also had an opportunity of a life time to touch base with
our Renedictine origins. This has indeed been a true gift to me from my Abbot

and Abbey!

Rome alsc opened to me the special grace of g experiencing the
Neo-Catechumenal comnunities at cleser hand. 1 was by nce (I bruly think
by Ged's lov d) to  tend a Neo-{at 12 Qen ' (Gatherivg) ab lovt
St Georyge Wi ¢ Sea whers le: gathgred wizh the

go there soon after T return to the States!

love.

Until I get a stable eddress; my permanent one is always: saint John's Bbbey.

Cellegeviile, Minnesota 56321.
mas and Lhanks for youx mrany gi‘fts of love Lhroughout the year!
o /QMMA.« - ;@ B R/\W%‘M

RV By

Mercy
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1991
¥ CONTINUED 1B

CLARK MORPHEW STAFF WRITER

percent on income over $500,000. Addiq& the profits from St

TAX CONTINUED ON BB » of taxes." The
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1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811
January 8, 1991

Dear Brother Sean,

Just a note to thank you for a lovely room during my coming home period to St. John's!
Also I wanted you to know that I have completely moved out as you probably have alreddy

discovered,
The keys to the room are back where I found them in the ledge over the sink behind the gliding
doors,

The comforter on the bed I am leaving to the room if that is okay. Also the summer last
year demanded & fan which I purchased and have left it with its box in.the upper top storage
area. The documents for the fan is in the desk drawer. So if you want fo leave it fine

for the.next person or take it for a better .use in your work for us.

A word of special thanks for all the help you gave me :#in arranging for my sabbatical in
the Sant Anselmo Renewal Program, I could not have donme it wi ut I especlally did
appreciate your suggestions and insights about living at Sant elm inances, tickets,
needed clothes ete. I felt very good about that during a time en. s feeling a little
alienated from the monastery or rether my past and my unknown future.

St. Scholastica's Convent will be a mice place to hang my hat.. The '‘sisters have been very
welcoming and they have a nice chapel--newly renovated that works well. They are a little
reserved which I guess Ls customary, But they are good listeners and give good feedback at

least. so far.

My first Eucharist I did for Fr. Eugene at the:héspital on Saturday evening. The chapel was
full and we were celebrating Epiphany. We had no musicans but we sang up a storm with their
help. This was the first ministry I had for some months and it felt good and the people
gave me goodffeedback. It was wonderful to get such a positive response with a mew group
of people, This was not my normal experience in my seven years at St. Bernard's...although

there are wonderful people there.

The pall-tab missing money is Téally a shame. ALl monles that came inte the parish were well
accounted for but we trusted too many people (100 workers) who must think all this money 4s

I know I had problems at the parish festival with workeérs thinking they deserved
I never was too

'

play money.
all the beer they could drink for nothing, all the food they wanted etc.

successful in showing them that’ was stealing.

Also I think it is unfair. to have the State ‘issue permits and licenses and now teke .them back
and ‘tax the parish unfairly. I ‘hope Pr. Germein fights that one. The: rullng they used prior
to this interpretation was that every orgamizatlon or unit listed in the Minmesota Catholic
Directory were separate organizations. In a real sense the High Shhool is surely: separate
from the parish when only fifteen percemt of.its students come from the perish. The thing

the paper did not eay @m the recently Minneapolls paper was that the parish went into pulltabs
to pay fotwthe debt created by the High School (for the most part) in its poor finamcial
Surely, they 'did not plan on the pull tab money for operations--they never did

It was to be used as a speefal and temporary way to solve &

They will find

management .
and neither did the parish.
fiscal problem created by poor management—-all of which has now been restored.

The High School emrocl t was conservatively scheduled at 440 and only 402 are there
cit. Will the truth ever be known? Sorry to ramble om.

THE
&8

out.
which is already a $87,000

Peace and’*a Blessed New Year to you and your work for us!
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‘ [
Seholastica Proory January 9, 199}’

1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnasocta 5581}

Dear Father Prior Jonathan,

My move ta St., Scholastica's Priory has been accomplished with some ease and I am more

or less settled here awalting the beginning of my C.P.E. course.. Tt was very satisfying
and affirming to have Saturday evening Mass at the hospital for Fr. Eugene who had to be
in Towa for a wedding. The chapel full of people andffamilies were most respomnsive to

my maonner of celebrating. What a difference from my experience at St, Bermard's where so
many people would look sullen and sad from the very beginning. But of course there are
wonderful peoplenat St. Bernard's who did maice you feel welcome and did respond but it was

not the general experience,

My reception here at St, Scholastica has beeun warm and genuinc it geems and they too like

my style of presiding. So that 1s nice for me to experience. I think it will be a good mix.
I waa to a liturgy planning meeting this morning and that was mice to be included. The Chapel
here has bheen renovated very-nicely and Sister Christa does a good job in the planning.

Lagt evening Fr. Eugene brought me to the annual Knights of Columbus dinner for priests and
in that way T met the Vicar Gemeral and some of the priests of.the diocese. That was good

as well. i

Yesterday's newspaper articles on the Pull-Tab stuff at St. Beruard's was a little annoying-
Do you kuow that neithersFr. Arncld nor Tr. Germain ever talked to regarding this
or dny other management issuks f{acing St:. Bermard's. Even if they do not -like him or tis styl
it seems absolutely foolish hot to hear what he knows of the situation. At first they said
they knew nothing of the missing money until theomiddle of October. Then . suggestsby
juxtaposition that this may be the reasou for and my leaving St. Bernard's, I mentione
tbathe Abbot that the Vice-squad did talk tc on July 11th (I left on the 9th of
July,) §130,000 was missing then and Lhey decided that never touched the money
directly and that the investigation into who stole or did what would be fruitless and 8o

they told them they would drop itzat that point, They also were told about fifteen steps

that propesed to Bimndg greater control and ‘to discover where the leakage was

coming from. Dut ‘the re—instatement of the 0ld guard in the High S5Zhool and the dissidents
stopped that procedure. No one talks to Pull Tabs arc stopped and now one will never
find out what really happened, We obviously trusted too many people (90) with woney selling
pull tabs, I see the paper says over 4,000,000 were sold in the various bars. What a volume.
This ‘lower middle class mentality must have seen it as 'monopol or play ney because of

the volume. I know from the leakage :from the Festival that pe would ard themselves

for their hard work and I could never convince them that this was steallng--gtealing from
theit fellow parishioners. They had the mentality . that the church owed them something. Tim

sure that wentality persisted in the pull-tab operation.

It surely seems absolutely unjust that St, Bernard's should be taxed as one orgaunization when

they approved of various divisions as separate entities. The Staté and City both gave us

multl licenses and how can they go back and make cut they did not and fellow that tax rule.

The non-negotiable checkssystem paid to the workéwrsewas shared with the city and the state

and they did not find anything objectionable at the time. How can they go back now and make
a . t

i £
h S
e o

"
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THANKS AGATIN TOR EVERYTHING!

Peace and have a good New Year—-pray fol‘ fie too.
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

15 January 1991

Dear

I would like to respond to your letter of 4 January
1991 in which you request the presence of Father
Brennan Maiers at a meeting in Rochester. You
know, of course, that Father Brennan has moved to
Saint Scholastica Convent in Duluth and is about to
undertake a program of Clinical Pastoral Education.
He is also assisting our chaplain at Saint Mary's
Medical Center in Duluth. I suspect he is very
busy in managing his educational program and his
duties at the convent.

One of our principles is once a monk leaves a
position he should as much as possible divest
himself of commitments. Many pastors find
themselves invited to celebrate weddings and other
occasions with parishioners that they once
pastored. This is not quite fair to the new pastor
of the parish. I think you should understand that
Father Brennan has gone on to other work and other
assignments and that he is not generally available
to continue his past commitments.

I appreciate the confidence you have in Father
Brennan. He surely did touch the hearts of many
people at Saint Bermard's Parish but of course he
alsoc ran into opposition on the part of other
parishioners. It is hard to sort out the attitudes
that people have towards him.

I wish you the Lord's blessings in your life and
work!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jercme Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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Scholastea Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

March 12, 1991

Dear Father Abbot,

It has been just over two months that I've taken up residemce inm Duluth. Tt has been
good for me. I thank you for the suggestion and recommendation you gave me last July.

My living and celebrating for the Benedictine Sisters has been very affirming to me.
They have been most welcoming and warm and responsive to my ministry. I am glad that
Fr, Blane did such a good job while he was here. They appreciate what he has done
for them and they seemmmost appreclative to me. My little apartment here is very
comfortable for me as it is reallyithe first time in my life that I've had that kind
of space of my own. I enjoy being eut of the crucible of Shint Bernard's and parish
evening meetings.

My Clinical Pastoral Education (C.P.E.) seems to be golng very well indeed. We have
mid-terms this week which should prove tough but growthful. My work im the hospital
setting is quite different than pastor's vigiting their owm parishioners. Here we are

able to minister to all the people of whatever faith. The human and personal dimension

is at times quite profound. I enjoy covering for Eugene and he is most gemerous in covering
for me when it is necessary. It is good to be with him here. I think he feels the same.

The personal growth part of C.P.E, has been quite intense. The gix people of our Group II
are very different and very good. We have jelled easily. Profound personal issues are
dealt with. While C.P.E. is not therapy it is therapeutic in the best sense of the word.
Sister Rosemary Ferguson is one of the top leveled Directors of programs in the country I
understand. I surely agree with that assessment. I know Fr. Blane had great respect and
admiration for her as well as This is the first time in my life that
I have spent this much time on personal growth issues. It begins to be clearer and clearer
how important this is before any ministry is undertaken, This experience will be a great
blessing for me as I am dealing with issues of long-standing, both within my childbood and
within my=monastic formation and life 1in the pastoral field.

A couple weeks ago I had the thought that T should not interrupt what good is happening here.
I consulted my Splritual Director and also figrbupervisor, Rosemary Ferguson. Both concurred
that it would appropriate and helpful if I could spend the whole next year here in C.P.E.

at Duluth as well as continue my work as the Chaplain of St. Scholastica. I would like you
to consider this possibility and let me know what you think. If you want to call Sister
Rosemary Ferguson, my supervisor, that would be fine with me. It may also be helpful to you.
I still would like sometime to be given permission to work on a team of Neo-catechumenate
catechfists for a year or so. -‘That has been my personal perference, But the wisdom of
continuing my personal growth here in St, Mary's C.P.E. program feel very good and wholesome.
I don't think it would be wasted, I never thought about chaplaincy before but even that is
looking more attractive to me as possible future work.

I will need to apply here rather scon since it seems that they will have only omne group
this coming Fall and applications must be made soon. The summer I would continue my work
here at St.”Scholastica as Chaplain. What do you think would be helpful to me for the
coming year? Thank you for seriously considering this request!

Sincerely in Christ,

v. Bremnnan 5.B
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

28 March 1591

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

I am planning a pastoral visit to Duluth on Sunday,
April 14, and Monday, April 15. I expect to stay
with Father Eugene overnight but I could meet you
on Sunday evening or Monday morning. I also have
set up a meeting with Bishop Roger Schwietz because
I want tco talk with him about a possible assignment

for you in the Duluth Dioccese. We already spoke -
about this on scme other occasion. During my visit -

we could also talk about vour recommendation to
take more CPE.

Perhaps I could see Sister Rosemary Ferguson, your
supervisor, during my stay in Duluth. It would be
good to get her observation of your progress in

CPE.

I am happy that you enjoy your 1living and working
conditions at Saint Scholastica Priory. I know
from past chaplains that the Sisters are very
appreciative of the chaplains and make them very
comfortable and welcome.

I wish you the blessings of Easter!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

April 10, 1991

Dear Father Abbot,
Bugene and I look forward to seeing you this coming weekend.

Could T have a copy of Dr. Eli Coleman's report for myself?
I would appreciate it very much if you could bring me a copy
whern you come to Duluth., Thanks!

Sister Rosemary Ferguson,:my CPE supervisor, asked me to ask
you 1f she could see you on Monday moruing at 9am in her
office on Seventh Floor of St. Mary's Medical Center,

My testimony hasg been postponed to sometime in May.
Will speak to that when you come.

It was greast to have Father Reme McGraw and Father Blane come
to Sleepy Eye for my funeral on April lst.
I lost not only—a brother but a friend.

Sincerely in Christ,

JUCTET )
. 2 P "

Y TN O
/"":_'.;:-{LMVF/I&.X*\ g *

“Rev. Brennan Maiers, 0.5.B.

OSB MAIERS_00521



daint john's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

16 April 1991

Sister Clare ie Trettel, 0.5.B
Saint Scholas a Priory
1200 Kenwood nue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Sister Clare Marie:

I have been in conversation with Father Brennan

Father program
at Sain r another
two uni r . e matter
over t so all agree
that nd E program
for t . he could
conti S s
its ¢ ea -
ment. R t
this s r
Br n's presence at the priory and at the
ho 1.

I wish you the Lord's blessings and peace during
this holy season of Easter!

Sincerely yours,

dbbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544

OSB MAIERS 00522



Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

16 April 1991

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, O.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth. Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

2 rh U1 3

-

full year of CPE and I gladly give you permission
to do so.

I spoke with the bishop about this new turn of
events and he 4 agreeable to your r ing at
the priory an year and taking two units
of CPE. Next year we will have to sit down to
determine what your assignment will be in the
future. The c incy of UMD is ed right now
but perhaps other arran t might be
necessary next year.

I enjoyed my visit with you and Father Eugene. It
was a very pleasant meal and conversation that we

had on Sunday night.
I am happy that you are pro ing well in your
program and I thank you for service at Saint

Scholastica Priory! I will write Sister Clare
Marie Trettel about your continuing on at the

priory.
I wish you the Lord's blessings and peace!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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STATE OF MINNESOTA IN DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEARNS EEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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JOHN A. DOE,
Plaintiff,

vs‘
THE ORDER OF ST. BENEDICT OF THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, a/k/a
8T, JOHN'S ABBEY, THE DIOCESE
OF ST. CLOUD, and FATHER BRENNAN
MAIERS,

Defendants,

Deposition of ABBOTT JEROME
THEISEN, taken pursuant to Notlce of Taking
Daposition, and taken before Gary W. Hermes,
a Notary Public in and for the County of
Ramsey, State of Minnesota, on the 18th gday
of April, 1991, at E-~1400 First National
Bank, S§t. Paul, Minnesota, commencing at

approximately 1:50 o'clock p.m,

AFFILIATED COURT REPORTERS
743 NORWEST BANK MIDLAND
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 338-4348
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APPEARANCES:

JEFFREY R, ANDERSOM, ESQ., Attorney
at Law, E-1400 First National Bank, 8St, Paul,
Minnesota $5101, appeared for Plaintiff.

KENNETH A, SKRIEN, ESQ., Attorney
at Law, 2600 Eagan Woods Drive, Suite 450,
Eagan, Minnesota 55121, appeared for The
Order of St. Benedict.

SCOTT P, DRAWE, ESQ., Attorney at
Law, Suite 120 The Crossings, Minneapolls,
Minnesota 55401, appeared for Father Malers.

ROGER R. SCHMITT, ESQ,. Attorney at
Law, 124 East Germain Street, St, Cloud,
Minnesota %6304, appeared for Diocese of St,
Clcud,

PATRICRK M, CONLIN, ESQ., Attorney
at Law, 7600 Parklawn Avenue South, Edina,
Minnesota 55435, appeared for Diocese bf St,

Cloud.

ALSO PRESENT:
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CROSI~-EXAMINATION BY MR, ANDERSON....vc0es04,.5

CROSS'-EXAM‘INBTION BY MR. CONLIN. ss 90600 040
DEPOSITION ngIBIT 1 MARKED.-..:-.-.--.-...‘S

DEPOSITION EXHIBIT 2 MARKED....ctevcveaceosl?

DEPOSITION EXHIBIT 3 MARKED.:eveccscnceasasobB0
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PROCEEDTINGS
ABBOTT JEROME THEISEN,
called as a witness, being first duly sworn,
was examined and testified as follows:
* %

MR. DRAWE: 1I'd like to put on the
record, I'm Scott Drawe, I'm the attorney for
Father Brennan Maiers in this matter.

It is possible that this deposition
caa come close or ask questions reagarding the
priest/penitent privilege, of Father
Brennan's raeliance on the Abbott as a
spiritual advisor, I want it understood that
we do not waive any priest/penitent privilege
and that any allowance of any questions
regarding conversations with Father Brennan,
between Father Brennan and the Abbott should
not be deemed a waiver of that privilege.

MR. SKRIEN: On behalf of the
order, we had been previcusly advised and now
on the record advised that Father Brennan is
continuing to assert that privilege and we
intend to abide by that privilege, and we,
too, would indicate that any answers that are

given here today by the Abbott should not be
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A.

Q.

)
construed as waiving or constituting a waivar
of any privilege that he might assaert.

I also, too, would like to indicate
on the record that we expaect thare might be
questions that might got inte the realm of
attorney/client privilege betwean the Abbott
and Father Dan Ward, who is a canon lawyer
and a civil lawyer and was acting as such on
behalf of my client and the Rbbott during
some of these incidenta, So we will assert
the attorney/client privilege, if necessary.
Thank you.

CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. ANDERSON:
Just for the record, would you repeat your
name, Abbott?
Jarome Paul Theisen,
It's now the afternoon and we spent the
morning here together in a deposition of a
you on another matter. The same ground rules
apply, this is the same type of mattar, same
type of proceeding, just a different matter.
All right?

Vvery good.

I asked you & number of questions about your
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background and about the Order of St,
Benedict and a number of questions about the
monastery and about your background and
traiﬂing a;d your role, your responsibilities
2s Abbott of the Abbey or the monastery, and
I don't intend to repeat those because I
think it's of record in that matter.

I would like to ask you some
questions first about Brennan Mailers, When
in time do you recall first coming to know
him in any context?

He was a student in our seminary in 1963,
‘62, '63, early '60's anyway, and I was
teaching theclogy at that time, so while I
didn't have him in class, we were working
together on an Ecumenical dialogue betweaen
Lutheran saminarians and Roman Catholic
seminarians, so I just found him to be a
bright, articuiate student,

My records, based on what you told me
earlier, show that you were teaching at the
University between '65 and '68?

Right,

And that '62 to '65 you were at the College

of St. Benedict?
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A, Right. But from *'60 to '63 X was also
teaching in our seminary program, 80 one year
overlapped when T was living in St, Joe and
driving ;v;r for one class, but for the most
part working on the campus of the College of
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Q. All right, And you perceilved him at least to

A Correct.

Q. Nothing else unucual about him?

A. No. He seemed to be pushing the edges of
thaology.

Q. In what sense is that?

A. Well, that is, taking the ~- reading the
authors that ware very forward lcoking and
testing boundaries of the church
theclogically.

Q When he was ultimately made a candidate.
accepted as a candidate first for the
novitiate, did you have any role in that?

A. No. I was in fact in Rome at the time.

Q Then when he began or took his temporary
vowsg, did you have any role or participation
in that in any fashion?

A, I wasn't even present for the community

be a bright student at that time?
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A,

Q.

Q.

chapters,

When he finally professed his solemn vows,
you ware not invelved in any way, manner or
fashion ln-that?

Not around,

In fact, if the community met in
considevation of his candidacy for any of
those three thinge, you probably weren't even
voting then because you weren't {n
attendance?

No. I was in Rome.

All right, When then after your dealingsa
with him just in the context of you having
taught at the seminary and him being a
student, when is the next time then that you
recall having any contact or dealings with
Brennan Maiers?

Well, of course, I knew him after ordination,
I think he was ordained in '63 and I knew who
he was and followed him from afar, but
actually, he was not a close friend of mine
and so we -- we never associated very much,
Okay.

It was only after I became Abbott that I had

to meet with him individually and talk about
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his work or his life,
Prior to your inst llation or election as
Abbott, had you ever heard any rumors,
founded ﬁr-unfoundad. but any rumors about
Brennan Malers as it pertains to his
sexuvality, homosexuality, anything of that
kind?
No.
Had you ever been privy or heard of any
complaints or talk about his unfitness or any
rumor of sexual misconduct in any fashion?
No,
We've already covered that you ware elected
and installed as the Abbott in July?
Augusgt 22nd, 1979,
August of °79. When, if at all, is the first
time you ever recelved any information of
complaint or concern or anything of that kind
in connection with Father Brennan Maiers?

THE WITNESS: We can talk about
that theater incident?

MR. SKRIEN: Yeah, that's been --

THE WITNESS: It's been talked

about?

MR. SKRIEN: Yes.
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A,

10

That was the first time that I had any
indication that something was up, and he came
to --

MR. SKRIEN: Wait a minute. Just
answer the question.
{By Mr., Anderson) What year was that, Abbott?
It might have been '8¢8 or '85, one of thase
two years,
How did i{nformation come to your attention
first?
He came and told me himself,
He had been arrested, had he not?

MR. SKRIEN: If you know.
I don't know if that was ~- was it a formal
arrest? I'm not acquainted with the nicetles
of what happened.
{(By Mr. Anderson) Did he impart to you,
communicate to you that he had received a
citation -~
Yeah.
-= or had gotten in some trouble with the
police?
Right, that was {t.

And it was at a movie theater in Minneapolis?

Right.
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Q.

11
And it involved some sexu 1 conduct between
himself and another man?
Right.
And he reptrted that to you?
Yes,
He told you that the other individual was an
adult, did he not? .
Right, but -~ yeah,
At least what he told you is the other person
was a non-clergy person, is that right?
That's right,
What did ha tell you when he came toc you on
that oc¢casion?

MR. SKRIEN: Excuse me.

MR. DRAWE: Well, I don't know if
this is in the context of counseling, and
maybe if you can establish one way or the
other whether it was, I'll know whether I
should assert an objection.

{By Mr. Anderson) He came essentially to
report to you what had happened?

Yeah.

And not in the context of seeking spiritual
care at that moment, 1s that true?

Well, as I said this morning, you can't
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12
distinguish that carefully that compartment,
We'll talk now about your health and now
about your assignment and now about yourvr
splritual 1ife. I mean, when I talk to
pecple, I talk about their global existence
and, obviously, he was not exactly agitated,
but very, you know, disturbed this had
happened and he wanted me to know and, yes,
that's in the realm of something that
concerned his very being, his soul, yeah,

MR. DRAWE: On that basis we would
assert the privilege,

MR. ANDERSON: Well, on that basis
every conversation he has with every clergy
person 1s privileged?

MR. DRAWE: Jeff, I've tried to
give you a lot of leeway on this, but
according to the Abbott, Father Brennan came
to him seeking spiritual guidance.

MR, ANDERSON: ©No, that's not what
he said., He said that whenever he speaks
with somebody like this he can't
compartmentalize the spirituality aspects out
of ft. He didn't say that he was seeking

spiritual guidance,
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13

MR. DRAWE: You interpret his
testimony one way that I believe is
inconsistent with what he testified to and
I'm asserting the privilege based on his
testimony.

MR. ANDERSON:; Well =-

MR. DRAWE: I gave you a lot of
leeway in asking guestions in this area and
full well intend te continue in that respect,
but on this particular issue I think based on
what the evidence sald I have to assert the
privilege on behalf of my client,

{By Mr. Anderson) Well, let me ask you this,
When he came to you on this oecasion and
talked to you about the matter that involved
the incident in the movie theater, did you
perceive that he was coming to you as a
penitent?

He was a penitent, yeah,

MR. SKRIEN: That's fine, you've
answered it,

{By Mr. Anderson) Did you perceive that he
was coming to you for ccunseling or to report
an incident to you because you were the l

suparior of the ovrder?
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Q.

14

Yes, counseling in the broadest spliritual
sense that he -- seeking guidance from the
father of the family, yeah.

¥R. ANDERSON: So on that basis I
presume that if I ask any further gQuestions
on that your assertion of the privilege will
be --

MR, DRAWE: You're assuming
correctly.
(By Mr., Anderson) All right, Prior to that
incident or the time in 1984, 198%, when he
cam@ to you on this matter, it's your
testimony that you had no information or you
had receivead no information up to that time
of any inapproprlate sexual conduct by Father
Brennan?
That's vight,
When, if at all, is the next time that you
ever recelved any informatlion of any
inappropriate sexual conduct or allegation of
inappropriate sexual conduct by Father
Brennan?
Well, it way the affair of '89,
Okay. How did that come to you initlally,

the first time?
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It came by way of the pastor of the parish,
Roger Klassen,
MR. DRAWE: How do you spell that
last nameé?’
THE WITNESS: K-l-a-s-s-e-n, Roger
Klassen.,
(By Mr. Anderson) That's at St, Joseph's?
He was ~- he was pastor of Collegeville
parish. BAnd he said one of hie parishioners,
mentioned that had besn
abusged when he was an altar boy at St. Joe
parish in St. Joseph, Minnesota, but she
didn't know who it was and she didn't tell
Roger who it was. And Roger talked to me
about it and I sald, "well, we can't do
anything about it until we get a name, And
that's the way it stood for about six weeks,
I don't know, month, I can't recall Just how
long, but =--
MR, SKRIEN: Let him ask the
question,
{By Mr. Anderson} Father Klassen is a
diocesan priest serving in Collegeville or
he's an order --

No. He's an order priest, Benedictine.
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16
And he was then serving in 8t. John's atr the
parish at Collegeville?
Right.
Did- he tell you at that time anything else
that he had learned?
No.

Pid he identify at that time as

Yeos.

Did something else happen six weeks later
that you received more informatlon?
cent me a letter indicating that he had
this experience in St. Joe, Yeah, that's a
copy aof it (Indicating),
MR, ANDERSON: I'11 have him mark
that in a moment,
(Whereupon, Deposltion Exhibit
1 was marked for identification.)
{By Mr. Anderson) Abbott, I'm going to show
you ==
Yeah, that's okay.
I'm going to show vyou what's been marked for
purpeses of jdentification, that's simply a
procedure we use in depositions, as

Deposition Exhibit 1. I8 this a copy of the
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Q.

17

letter you received?
Why isn't my ealutation on there?

MR, SKRIEN: My copy, ccunsel,
shows the salutation to Abbott Jerome, Let
me seae if I made any other marks on here.

THE WITNESS: That's interesting.

MR. SKRIEN: That's all right.

MR. ANDERSON: Well, the ¢opy that
was produced and given to me didn't have the
salutation, that's the only thing I can tell
you, I den't know why it isn't.

Well, then I can't tell.

{3y M¥Mr. Anderson} Well, you can locok at it
and see, I'1]l show you the exhibit and then
you have =--

MR, SKRIEN: Why don't we mark
that, too,

MR, ANDERSON: Sure. Let's mark
this one,

(Whereupon, Deposition Exhibit
2 was marked for identification,)
{By Mr. Anderson) I'm going to show you now
what's been marked for purposes of
identification as Exhibit 2, purportedly the

sama, evidently the same letter, but this
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A,

Q.

18
one's got the salutation to you, ie that
correct?

Yes, this i8 ~~ this {8 -~ it's my
salutation, yeah.
So Exhibit 3 more accurately reflects =--
Two,
Excuse me, Exhibit 2 more accurately reflecta
the way it was receilved by you?
I think 50, without looking it through
thoroughly. This 18 comparative literature
here,

MR. SKRIEN: I guess you better
camment on that, too,
(By Mr. Anderson) And the last page of the
letter, Exhibit 1, doesn't show an address,
but Exhibit 2 doea, i{s that correct?
Yags. So that's a second diffaerence,
Well, let's look at Exhibit 2 then because
it's a truer representation of the way it
evidently was sent to you, It's dated
8§-24-89. Do you have any idea as to when you
actually received it?
About the 30th.
All right., YLet me go back to the

conversation you had about six weeks or so
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Q.

19
before you received this letter, abbott. You
had indicated earlier this morning that on
occasion when having conversations with
various petple there were times where you
would take notes, and you did when you met,
for example, with the priest we talked about
this morning on a couple of occasions,

Uh huh.

Did you make arny notes either during or after
your conversation with Father Klassen about
the subject of that conversation?

Not after talking with Father Klasaen.

Okay. Have you any notes that relate to this
matter?

I have memorandum that I took after talking
with

And those were notes that were prepared by
you?

They were from ~- that's right, for my
memory.

And again, these were notes that you yourcelf
retained?

Yeah.

And I presume these are notes that you have

not yet produced or been asked ro produce,
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A,
Q.
A,
Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.
Al

Q.

for that matter, to the attorneys?

That's right, yeah,

At this point you'’ve reviewed them?

I read them recently.

In preparation for this deposition?

Right,

What else have you reviewed in anticipation
of the deposition?

That's -~ that's {t.

These are notes that, as you testified ia
your practice this morning, that you make
them for your purposes as Abbott, I trust?
Uh huh,

Yes?

Yes.

And you retain them, since you prepared then,
in your own personal files which you
maintain?

Right.

And I presume you would have maintalned these
in the file that you have on Father Bremnnan?
No. That would be a separate file. The
regular file in the Abbott's office is a flle
of letters, documents, My memoranda are

different, are separate,
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Q.
A,

Q.

Q.

A,
o-

A.

A.

Q.

21
Yes., You keep a saparate little file on -~
Right,
And I'm talking about your own persomnal file
on Fathet Brennan.
That's right.
And that's separate and apart from the file
maintained at the Abbott's office?
That's right,
I think we designated the flles at the
Abbott's office on the various monks to be
the files on the monks?
That's right, all kinds of stuff.
And the file you're referring to would be

your own personal file? -

“

That's right. .

.

Dn you have those with you?

A,
Y

I don't,

MR. ANDERSON3: We're going to ask
that that be produced and I'll send you a
letter gpecifically on that also,

MR. SKRIEN: 8ure,
(By Mr. Anderson) Is it legible? Are your
notes legible?
I would think so.

Okay, As far as these notes that you do have
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Q.
A.
Q.

A.

22

go, how many pages are th re?
It would be three or four.
As far as anything else that you have in
connection-"with PDunatan Moorse in your own
personal file, not the Abbott file, but your
own personal file --

MR. DRAWE: This is the Brennan
Mailers caso,
(By Mr. Anderson) Excuse me, Brennan Malers.
Do\you have anything else?
No.
After yvou received this letter, Exhibir 2,
what, if anything, d4id you do?
I called I think it was a call, not a
letter, and asked If we could meet and
said yes. And he came to me my office within
-= could have been a week after that letter.
Was he alone?
He had his daughter with him.
Did you then meet with him in your office?
Right,
wWwas anybody else present?
No.
pid you prepare some notes of that

convevrsation?
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A,

23
I did.
As best you recall, what did tell you or
what did you ask him on that occasion?
As T recall, he repeated more or less what he
had said in his letter by way of indicating
what happened and {ndicating why he had come
forward at this time because of what happened
in counseling. And I think I told him that
those wereé my concerns, too, I wmean, I'm --
I had never heard of his abusing any youth,
of course. 1 knew of this other incident in
a movie theater, but certainly na abuse of
youth, And that I was concerned about that
as well, concerned about whether it was
happening anywhere else and concerned about
himself and about the cost of the

counseling. And I believe aon that cccasion
or maybe the next time we met I saild we would
pay for the counseling.
Okay.
And I aleo sald -~ I'm sorry. Fino.

MR. SKRIEN: 1'm not sure what the
standing question is, but why don't yecu
continue.

{By Mr. Anderson) What else did you say?
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I said I, obviously, have to meet with
Brennan to f£ind out what his side of the
Btory was,.
Did you ultimately meet with Brennan to find
out whar his side of the story was?
Right. Yeah.
How soon after you met with
Probably three, four days,
on that occasion, did you tell Father Brennan
that you had talked to and what he had
said?
Right,
Did you ask Father Brennan if he had done
what had claimed that he'd done?

MR. SKRIEN: WNow, before you answer
that ~-

MR, DRAWE: I think that's outslde
the scope of the privilege,.
Now, something -- something tock place
between himself and Ke did not -~
{By Mr. Anderson) What did he say?
He did not describe, you know, particulars.
Firgt, did you tell him that + had claimed
that he had engaged him in sexuval abuse or

sexual contact when was a minor and a
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youth, an altar boy at St. Joseph's?
As I recall, I tried to indicate what was in
the letter,
Did you have and prepave notes of the
conversation with Brennan Malers, too?
Yeah.
And those are In the notes 1've already asked
you about?
Right,
Wwhat was Father Brennan's demeanor when you
had this conversation with him?
He seemed apologetic and remorseful that it
had taken place, that whatever took place,
Did you ask him {f he had done this or {f

this had happened with anybody elce besides

He elither volunteered on that occasion or on
some other octcasicon that it never happened
anywhere else.

Let's go back to this first occasion then
when you rajised this subject with Pather
Brennan. Do you recall Father Brennan on
that occaslion acknowledging to you that he
had done something with of an

inappropriate nature that was sexual?
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Something happened, yes, but he did not, you
know, describe it for me.
And you didn't press him for detalls?
Did riot press him.
what did you tell him at that time?
That this -- this 1ls the complaint that was
coming in to me about him,
And then he made whatever acknowledgement
yvou've described?
Uh huh.
Yes?
The acknowledgement of -- he =-- as I said, he
indicated that something had taken place, but
he did not describe (t for me,
And you didn't press him for it?
T did not press him for {t,
Wwhat did you tell him then?
I told him that, you know, wae interested
in whather or not anything had happened
el sewhere, that was a concern of And as
I said already, he said it didn't happen
anywhera else. Another concern -- I domn'tk
recall his saying that he was particularly
concerned about this matter in a pastoral

sense, but I think he might have said that,
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too. It certainly was my concern, about Joe
as a person, a parishioner, and our concern
about him.

Did you direct that Father Brennan do
anything?

Yes.

Wwhat?

To vseek counseling, and he indeed did that
fall at the University of Minnesotrta, I
forget precisely when he started, but he --
he began to see Ely Coleman in the sexuality
institute or whatever they c¢all it at the
University of Minnesota. There's a --
Program on Human Sexuality?

That's right, there's a group of counselors
apparently that deal specifically with the
subject.,

Did you receive some authorization from
Father Brennan to get some information fronm
Dr, Coleman about his treatment and progress
at the Program in Human Sexuality?

There was a letter that came to the
Archdincese eventually in the spring of the
year that was some indication of how he was

doing or just how safe he was as a minister,
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Why did it go to the Archdlocese, do you
know?
Well, because Brennan was assigned at St.
Bernard’'s parish aes the pastor just off of
Rice Street.
That®'s a parish in the Archdiocese, but
evidently staffed largely by monks or priests
of the Benedictine order, i8 that right?
Right. It was begun im 18%0 by a
Benedictine, then there was a hiatus for a
few years where diocesan clergy had {it, then
we got it in 1912 again, so since 1912 we
staffed ic.
8o when did you see this lattar?
Which letter now?
The 1etter from Ely Coleman.
In the spring of 1990.

MR. DRAWE: Object, there's no
foundation,

MR. ANDERSON: I haven't gotten a
copy of that letter, Do you have {t?

MR. SKRIEN: I don't have it,

MR, CONLIN:; I don't have it.

MR, SCHMITT: Didn't know 1t

existed,
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MR. ANDERSON: Do you have a copy
of that?
MR. DRAWE: Not to my knowledge.
MR, SKRIEN: Excuse me, let's go
off the record.
{Discussion off the record,)
MR. SKRIEN: I was unaware of any,
I'11 check with his counsel, Dan Ward, and
see 1f they have a copy.
(By Mr. Anderson) What was the context in
which you saw it? I mean, where were you and
how did you come to look at it?
Lonk at what?
The letter,
Ir was a copy of a letter sent tp the
Archdiocese, and since he's a monk of St,.
John's, I got a copy ©f it from, you know,
And it's addressed to Avchbishop Roach?
No. To Kevin McDonough.
I'm going to go back now to the meeting that
you had been describing with Brennan, Father
Brennan, the first meeting with him after you
received tha letter,
Yeah.

You directed that he recelve some counseling
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at that time, is that correct?
I believe it wasg on that occasion or maybe a
subsequent meeting we had, I'm not sure, it
was certainly in -- in that period, time
period, anyway.
And the meeting you would have had and that
you're describing of -- would have been late
August of 198972
september, because I didn't receive this
until the 30th of September -- August.
So it was early September of '89?
Early weeks, early week or second week of
September,
Do you know when he dild start recelving some
counseling?
Tt was within a month or two, but 1'm not
sure when that started,
He remained at St. Bernard's in St,. Paul?
Right,
And that was with your authority that he
remain there, is that correct?
Sure,
Yes?
Yes.

Where is Father Brennan assigned now?

OSB MAIERS 00553



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Q.

A,

Q.
Q.
A,
Q.
A,

31
He {8 in Duluth, he is a chaplain to St.
8cholastica Priory, which i{s a convent.
How long has h been thera?
Eince January of '9l. He is also taking
clinical pastoral education at St. Mary's
Medical Center in Duluth,
When do you recall receiving notice of this
lawsuit or the papers themselves?
Must have been Januwary, February. February
of 1990, somewhere {n there,
Where was Father Brennan then?
Stil1l at st. Bernard's in St, Paul,
Did he remain there until January of 19917
Remained there until July of '90 -- '9¢.
Did you remove him from there?
There was a big blowup in the parish about
other matters, if you read the papers in the
summer of °'90 you will know that Brennan and
his administrator fired the principal and a
number of teachers and as a result of that --
principally as a result of that there was
Picketing at Masses and a great uproar and so
he left Iin July of 1990.
So his departure from St, Bernard's had

nothing to do with this lawsuit or the cilaims
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in this lawsuit, but rather, around
controvarsy caused by the firing of peoople
there?

That*s right.
A1l right. 1I'll gao back to that, but I'm
going to ¢go back again to the initial meeting
with Father Brennan after you received the
letter from

Anything else you recall being nald
either by yourself or Father Brennan on that
occasion?
I don't recall, no,
The notes that you prepared you prepared
after you met with Father Brennan?
Right.
Why did you prepatre those notes?
Aid to memnry and indicated an indication of
what steps I was taking.
D1id you discuss anything that you had talked
with Father Brennan about with anybody else
after you met with him?
I asked Brenmnan to ~- to see counsel; that
is, Dan Ward, 50 Dan Ward became his counsel.
Why d4id you ask him to see Father Ward?

Because Dan is a -- has a Doctor in c¢civil law
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and canon law and would be able to assiet him
as a confrere and in a legal fashion.

Did {indicate to you at any time
either i his letter or in his conversations
with you that it was a legal matter, in other
words, anything that he was going to do
legally?

No. I had no indication that he was going to
proceed legally with the matter.

pid you refer him to Father Ward anticipating
that that was a posgsibility?

oh, Brennan? Refer Brennan, not

Yes,

Yes.

You referred Brennan to Father Wavd?

Yes, Yes.

Yeah.

It's always a possibility, sure, I mean, but
I wanted to -~ Brenuan to proceed properly, I
wanted to make sure that I proceeded properly
and so I wanted him to get the best counsel
in-house.

Has Father Ward ever discussed Father Brennan
with you?

THE WITNESS: This is counsel,
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MR. DRAWE: I would object to that
question, nd the preliminary guestion is
probably appropriate, but anything about the
nature of the consultation would be
attorney/client privilege,

MR. ANDERSON: Well, is 1t? Father
Ward's not representing him,.

MR. DRAWE: He was seeking counsel
as an attorney from Father Ward, according to
his testimony, and any time you seek legal
advice you're being represented and that's
privileged,

MR, ANDERSON: Sure, but Father
Ward is then talking with him, okay, and he
ic watving the information by his disclosure
te this individuval, isn't he?

MR. DRAWE: No, BAnd I'll stand on
the privilege, Jeff.

MR, ANDERSON: I understand, 1I'm
just getting this on the record to see if
there's an issue here. There potentially 1is,
but I don't see it as a blg one.

(By Mr, Anderson) Okay. After you met with
Father Brennan then some days after the

meeting, the letter from what
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else, {f anything, did you do in connection
with this matter?

Well, as ¥ said, it was sither that time or
the subséqlient time that I asked him to seeek
counsaeling, I had already told that we
would pay for the counseling. His insurance
was picking up some of it, we would pick up
the rest and carry it on after the insurance
did not carry it any more. I aliso went to
visit and and his family i{n
October of '89 and I wanted to =- to do that
in a pastoral setting, I wanted to give him
whatever encouragement or help I ¢ould,
Between, oh, the first meeting with and
the October meeting with of ‘89, any
other contacts with him?

came twice, if I'm not mistaken, I mean,
the first time to talk about the letter and
the second time to talk about a response or
-- yeah, the response of Brennan to me, and
so I think cane to my office twice, I
went to his house once.
Let's see if we can get the chronology of

those three events then.

Qkay.
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The first time came to your office, do
you know that?
Okay. That was early Septembar.
All rvight,”
And the second time was later September.
Ts that where he came to your office again?
Yes.
Is that with his wife?
Mo, His wife never came to my office. His
daughter who 18 86 or 7, came either
twice or once, anyway, I remember,
And the third meeting was whare you went to
his home in October?
In October, yup.
Let's go to the second meeting then you had
with him in your office. How did that come
about?
I promlsed that I would contact Brennan
and that i would g¢get back to him, and so the
sacond meeting was to report that I did,
Wwhat did you tall him on that occasion?
I believe I ~-- I said that Brennan
acknowledged that something went on, that the
stories were not the same, but were elther

close or approximate, but again no -- no
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specifice, you know, were exchanged, I mean,
I didn‘'t talk to about specifics,

MR. SKRIEN: Counsel, may I ask
Just 'a couple questions to establish tha fact
that ho received Brennan Maiers' permliesiocn
to talk to so that he's not violating any
confidences here?

MR. ANDERSON: Sure,

MR. SKRIEN: Abbott, is it true
when you talked in this instance you're now
relating about when you talked

to Brennan Maiers, Brenmnan Malers gave you

permiesion to relate all of this information

back to

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR, SKRIEN: Okay. That's fine.
(By Mr, Anderscon) Did you tell at that

ti{me that Brennan Majers had glven you his
version and while there were minor
discrepancies, it was pretty much the same as
the version that had given you?

Wwell, I would -- I don't think the word minor
or the phrase minor discrepancy was used.
They were different staries. Something

happened there. I think probably the
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fraquency was not -- was less in Brennan's
recollection and what happened was more
{ndistinct. That was my recocllection of
1istening to Brennan,

What was the frequency, as you understood it,
in report?

In the -- the letter it looked like (It
happened, 1 would say, a number of timesa
during a year. I mean, that's ~- that was
the implication I think.

And you understood from Brennan Maiers that
it happened less than =--

I think it was -- yeg, he would --

what was your understanding about the number
of timea?

t.ess, yeah, less than what » had.

How many times did you understand from him
that it happened?

I didn't -~ I didn't catch a number,

pid you have an understanding about how long
a period it lasted, months, weeks, years?
From letter it looked like it was a
year, year and a half, something like that,
Brennan didn't seem to indicate any ~- any

limitations on time.
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Coing back to the second meeting with
then, anything else that you Baid to him?
I think I repeated some of the items that I
said ‘the firat time about pastoral care,
about counseling, about what Brennan had
sajid., If I'm not mistaken, I might have
reported back to him that Brennan said this
nevetr happened anywhetre elme, that was an
original concern of
When you reported to that it had not
happened anyplace elss, were ycu relying
entirely upon what Brennan Malers tnld you?
Malers.
Malers,
Yes, at that time,
¥You had not directed or personally gone and
directed or canducted an investigation as to
each ¢f the parishes or locatione that Father
Brennan had served, is that correct?
I had not, no,
And you relied on what Father Maiers -~ is {t
Maiers?
Mailers.
-~ Majiers sald to you about that?

Yes. Yes,
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What did gay to you in this maeting?
t can't recall. That he -- I don't recall
any epecifics, except that he was still going
to counséling, that we were concerned about
the payment of that, that he was still
hurting very much about it and found it very
palnful to talk about it.
Are you awarxe that whoever was paying for
counseling has terminated?
Yes.
pid you make that declsion to stop paylng for
his counseling?
I think it was a decision that Dan Wward and I
made, yes.
Wwhat was the reason for that?

MR. SKRIEN: Excuse me. I'1l1
object to that as {nvading the
attorney/client prlvilege and inatruct him
not to answer.

(By Mr. Anderson) What was - ° demeanor in
this meeting? Was he angry? vias he

tearful? Anything that you can racall or
describe about it?

Well, I thought he was courageous to come and

tell me and I thought he expressed it as
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clearly a8 he could, and hile he found it
very painful to talk about it, he did,
because he doesn't seem to be a person who
talks about the inner pelf very easily and so
I could see that this was painful,

You met with him a third time in October of
'89?

Right, I went to his house.

Was that arranged in advance?

Yes.

Did you initiate that c¢all for the meeting or
did he?

I d1id,

And your reason for having done that at that
time was?

Pastoral care,

When you went there on that occasion, had you
received any additional information from
Father Maiers about what had happened?

No.

Had you received any information from any
other source, other than attorneys?

Maybe by that time I had checked his file,
his regular file in the Abbott's office, and

found nothing, you know, pertaining to that
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A.
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period of time in 8t. Joe.
The file that was in the aAbbott's office,

there asn't much in there, was there?

No.

What was {n that?

He was at St. Joe in three years, you know,
4as an assignment, '65 to ‘68, if I'm not
mistaken,

What was in his file?

I didn't find anything pertaining to -- to
this ~«- this matter.

MR. ANDERSON: I have a request for
production of documents on this, Ken, and in
response to our request from the order we got
none, other than the letter of plaintiff
identified in answer 10, that's Exhibit 2.
Clearly there's a number of other documents,
This request pertains to the priest file, the
documents of employment, documents of
retention, documents of supervision, all that
stuff. Do you have that with you today?

MR, SKRIEN: T don't have that with
me. In reviewing that last night I notlced
that was what was provided. I was unaware of

any other documents., I have no other
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documents that I'm aware of. and we didn't
discuss specifically files ! guess last
night, so I certainly will produce those as
they are producible and 1 apologize for not
having them, but you gat what we got, that's
all we have.

MR, ANDERSON: Does anybody have
them? I mean, I'd like to know if there's
something in there I need to ask about, not
have to call him back, for the sake of

everybody.

MR, SCHMITT: The dioccese has no
information, we have no file concerning
Father Brennan Maiers at all.

MR. SKRIEN: And I will certainly
not object to you calling the Abbott again 1f
jtts necegsary when we produce that
document.

MR. ANDERSON: Okay. I thought it
waé funny when I learned the diocese didn't
have a fille, I thought maybe the dlocese had
the file because it was transferred to the
diocese, then I jearned today the diocese
didn't have a file, so that explains 1¢t.

(By Mr. Anderson) Wwhen you went to
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; home in Septembar of 'B8H
October.
Excuse me, October of '89, what was discussed
at that time?
counseling, I think his wife,
wags also urging some kind of a statement of
apology from Brennan and I wasn't -- I wasn't
prapared to do that and I dom't think Brennan
was either, to put it in a letter form. What
he wanted to do was to apologlze in the
presence of a counselor and myself,
Why weren't you prepared to accede ta his
request for an apology?
1 thought it --

MR. SKRIEN: Excuse me, Counsel, I
object to the form of the qusestion, lack of
foundation. I think the Abbott testifled
that the reguest was made to Father Brennan
Malers to apologize, not to the Abbotr,

Not to me.

(By Mr., Anderson) Oh, ckay. I thought you
said you weren't prepared to,

Well. I wasn't prepared to say I will insist
that Brennan do {it,

oh, okay. Did you discuss that with Father
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Brennan, an apology?
Yes, and we had suggested that Brennan meet
with counselor and would be there,
I could be there, could be there and
Brennan,

communicated to you, did they
not, that they didn't feel that that would be
healthy?
They didn't think they were ready at that
time.
For

felt he wasn't ready.

What else was discussed at that time?
That's all I recallect right now.
Did you indicate to them at that time that
Father Brennan had been in counsgeling In New
York?
I might have, but I ~- I'm not sure,
Had he been in counseling in New York?
He did see a counselor in New York, yes.
When was that?
In the early '70's.
How did you know about that?

T think he told me, but I -- I'm not sure

just when he told me.
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Was he in treatment, {npatient at that time
or outpatil nt?
He was certtainly not institutionalized., It
might have been for his =-- hie personal
development.
What do you know about his counseling in New
York?

MR. DRAWE: I ebject. I think this
goes into both his physiclan/patient
privilege and priest/penitent privilegae,

MR, ANDERSON: So 1is he going to be
instructed not to answer the question?

MR. DRAWE: We're asserting the
privilege,

MR, SKRIEN: If they're asserting
it, we're instructing him not to answer.

{By Mr. Anderscon) Well, what did you tell

and , in any case, about Father
Brennan counseling in New York?

I'm not sure what I\told them, 1In fact, it's
-- I -- I just have no recollection.

Did you also tell them that he was counseling
or had received counseling in tha Twin
Cities?

I -~ I think I 4did tell them that, ves.
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-- 1 maan, that Brennan was counseling with
-- I don't know {f I mentioned the name Ely
Coleman, but that he had gone into counseling
at the University of Minnesota,
pia ask you what the counseling was
for?
Uh huh,
Do you remember replying to the effect that
vou hadn't found out yer?
Well, it was early, I mean, this was early
October =--

MR. SKRIEN: The questicn was do
you remember replying to that.
No.
(By Mr. Anderson) Anything else you recall
about that meeting that was said by either
he, or yourself?
I -- I recall urging to continue with
counseling, but I think I felt that he might
be pulling away from it, pulling back from it
because 1t was tooc hard to leook aw, And I --
I think I was sayling, "Stick with {t,"
I want to go back to the occasion before this
Octobar '89 meeting where you met with in

your office, ask you a couple more questions
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about that, Abbott,

Da you recall at that time
explaining to that FPather Brennan,
purpcortedly during the time he was at St.
Joseph's and some of this happened, that you
discussed with that Father Bremnan had
been in a difficult situation at that time,
working on a major project of some kind?
Does that -~
I don't recall anything llike that.

Do you recall discussing that Father Brennan
had gained welght around some {sesues or
something like that?

T don't remember, but, you know, anyone that
had seen him knows that he gained welght.
Oh, okay.

MR. COHNLIN: I didn't hear that.

THE WITNESS: Anyone who had seen
Brennan would realize that he had gained a
1ot of weight,

(By Mr. Anderson) Do you know if Father
Brennan was working in what you've described
as a difficult situation?

MR. SKRIEN: Well, I'm not sure

who's describing what as a difficult
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Q.

19
situation. The question was put to him had
he had a discussion about a difficult
gituation and Abbott said he had not had such
a discussion.

{By Mr, Anderson) Do you know 1if Father
Brennan was ever in a parish eltvation that
you would describe as a difficule situation?
I described before the difficult situation at
St. Bermard's,

Is that when he gained the weight, when he
was at St, Bernard? It was earller?

He had gained weight, too, I think steadily
through the '70's, into the '80's.

After the third meeting with at his home,
did you ever speak with him again?

By telaphone.

When was that?

Early -- I think a month later and then in
early 19 -- January of 1990 -- '90, January
of 1990, I spoke with him twice on the phone
after we had visited in his home, just to
check in, pbee how things were going.

You called him?

I called him both times,

Wwas the conversation brief?
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Brief, yes. and wlthout much consequence.
Did you make any notes of the teleaphone
conversations?
only that T had made them,
Did you make notes of the meeting with him
and at their home in October?
Yes.
Thase have been retained by you in the file
you referred to?
Right.
All right. Wwhat was said in the Japuary 1930
conversation?
That last -~ that was the last time that Joe
and I tatked on the phone. I think I asked
him how things were going, he sald okay and
we chatted for a few minutes and that was it,
What was yaur reason for calling him?
Pastoral care.
Have you ever spoken with Ely Coleman about
Father Brennan?
I don't think I called him, no, nor he me. I
did speak with someone on that staff and IT'm
trying teo think what it was ~- I don't think
it was Coleman.

what was the reason for that conversation?
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That was with -- with what wa t lked about
this morning because ~~

MR, SKRIEN: You mean a different
priedt? -
THE WITNESS: A different case,
okay, a different casa.
(By Mr, aAnderson) Not in connection with
Father Brennan?
Yeah, I think that was tha case,
Father Brennan remains a prlest and monk,
priest of the order and a monk of the Abbey,
is that right?
Let's say priest and monk of St, John's
Abbey, You're gotting close,
Okay, At all times since he's been assigned
since you've been Abbott, ultimately, you're
the individual that has been responsible for
his assignment?

Yes.

And as you understand it then, at all times
prior to your installation as Abbott and
while he was a priest, the former Abbott or
Abbotts would have been responsible for thoge
assignments?

Right.
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Now, at certain --

MR. SKRIEN: Excuse me, Just for
the record, I'm going to object to the form
of the qUestien in as much as it may call for
a legal conclusicn as to responsibility,

It's gray to me as to what you're inferring
in the term responsible. It's my
understanding he has indicated, the Abbott
has indicated that he indeed does assign
these people, he makes that decision, but to
the extent it calls for a legal conclusion of
rvesponsibility, I'll note my objection., He's
already answered,

(By Mr., Andersen) On occasion Father Brennan
has served in parish work, obviously, you‘'re
aware of that, correct?

Yes.

And when that has happened and when it does
happen that an ovder priest is assigned to a
diocese, it's the Abbott that grants
authority and permission for that?

He proposes the name to the Bishop and the
Bishop actually gives the faculties, the okay
to assign someone to a parish in a dlocese.

When Father Brennan, for example, would then
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gerve in, let's use the Archdiocesa as an
example, at St,. Bernard's -~
Right,

-- as an " assBoclate pastor there or pastor
there, monies arve received for that work, but
it goes to the ovder, T would assume?
Directly to the Abbsy, yeah, or ths salary
comes to the Abbey, vyes.

When he is assigned there then, it is at the
request of the Abbey or the Abbott and with
the permission of the Archdiocese, vis-a-vis
Archbishop Roach?

Right,

And he couldn't work there without tha
authority and permission of both of them, ie
that right?

That's right.

Have you received any other information from
any source whatscever of any sexuail
impropriety or claim of sexual impropriety
from any source whatsoever, other than what
what we've discussed?

No.

There's reference in some of these answars,

we ask who knows or has information about
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these matters, and one ie Father Otemar
Hohmann, H-o-h-m-a-n-n, O0,8S.B. He's a member
of the order. Was. He died in 19 -- January
of 1980. -

Have you ever discussed the matter of Father
Brennan with him?
Never.

So you have no idea what he knowsa or doesn’t

know?

I have no way of contacting him right now,
Well, sgometimes you get a letter or something
like that, You don't know --

Be nice if they floated dawn.

How about Father Aloysius Michaels, 0.5.B.,
do you know him?

Oh, yes, he's a monk of St, John's, still
living.

Have you ever dliscussed Father Brennan with

him?

No,

At some point Father Brennan sevrved outside
the actual Diocese of St, Cloud and we know
he served in St, Bernard's. Since you've
been Abbott, where do you Kknow he has served?

Cold Spring,
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When was that?
He served there from 1976 to 1983,
As an assnciate pastor?
As pastor.’
Of what church?
st. Boniface Church. And '73 ~- or '83 to
‘90 at St, Bernard's.
Why was he assigned from St. Boniface at ¢Cold
Spring to St. Bernard's in "§3?
Because the -~ 1 asked the previous pastor at
5t. Bernard's to move on to anothaer
assignment, I wasn't satisfied with his work
and I tried to find zomeone who was very
successful and bright and so I landed on
Brennan Maiers, who had just completed a
church in Celd Spring.
Then he served in St. Bernard's until was it
1989?
July of 19990,
And then was moved on the heels of a
controversy?
Upheaval. Upheavai, yeah.
And hag been at St. Scholastica since?
He had a sabbatical, which meant he went to

Rome to take a renewal program, to live at

OSB MA RS_00578



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

21
22
23

24

56

our international college in Rome that we
talked about this morning, and he took
classes ln theology, scripture, pastoral
care, and ¢came back before Christmas from
that renewal program, so he had the fall
semester off for continuing education.

That was not for purposes of gatting therapy?
No. That -- that program is strictly
theoleogical and pastoral.

The aonly letter then or written communication
that you've gaen in comnnection with his
therapy, if he's had any, is the letter that
vyou referred to from the department of human
sexuality that you got a copy of, is that
right?

It was -~ yeah, a copy of -~ it was -- yes,
rthat's -- that's the one,

Have you discussed Father Brennan's course of
treatment and the issues for which he has
treated with Father Brennan outside of the
context of a priest/penitent type
conversation?

No.

There 1is a reference in some answers to

interrogatories about a Reverend Greg Soukup,
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S-o~-u~k-u-p, 0.8.B, Whe is he?
He is presently associate pastor at St.
Bernard's parish,
Havae 'you ever discussed Father Brennan with
Father O’'Connell of the Archdiorese?
I don't think I have,
Have you evear discussed Father Brennan with
Archbishop Roach?
We did when we were -- when we had this
upheaval at St, Bernard's,
Did you discuss the fact of this lawsuit or
any of the allegations or circumstances of it
with him?
I think we findicated that there was this
lawsuit, yeah.
Is that what you told him, that he had been
sued?
I'm pretty sure that we informed him of that.
Wwhat did he say?
He received the information, that'’'s all.
He didn't comment on it?
Not that I recall,
When the {nformation came about Father
Brennan having been cited, arrested or

whatever it was Iin the movie theater in
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Minneapolis, did you make any effort to
investigate whether there were other
instances of sexual conduct by Father
Brennan?
I did not write around, no,

MR. CONLIN: 1Is this a good time
for a break?

MR. ANDERSON: Sure, Go ahead,
let's take a break. I think I'm done.

(Recess taken,)

{(By Mr. Andetsen) I just have cne question,
Abbott. Are you fFamiliar with a provision in
canon law that says that if a priest commits
a violation of the Decalogue, specifically
the Commandment against adultery with a minor
or in public or the public exposure, it
providaes that that priest gHall be removed
from the clerical state? Avre you familiar
with that proviszion?
What canon is that?
It's 1630 I think, but I'm neot sure of the
number.
And 15 it before or after the matter has peen
caertified or identified ag authentic?

The canon that I am refevrring to doesn't
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address -- |t says if it has beon committed,
the language says if the priest has done
that,

But surely that has teo be proved, huh?
Well, that's what the cancn provides., My
Gueation first is, are you familiar with
that?

Well, I -~ I don't know. Iz that the new
canon law or is that 1917?

it's new,

I haven't =-- I don't know that I've read
that.

In any case, you have not as Abbott of the
monastery lnitiated any canonical proceeding
in connection with Father Brennan?

No, not -~ dismissal you mean, any
dismissal?

Wlell, there's other canonical proceedings,
such as --

Removal.

-=- tremoval,

From a parish,

Yes,

No, T haven'‘t,

MR. ANDERSON: I have nothing
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furthar,

MR, DRAWE: No guestions,

MR, CORLIN: Abbott, T have a few
and I'll try and be brief, I represent the
Diocese of St. Cloud along with attorney
Schmitt here.

CROSS~EXAMINATION
BY MR, CONLIN:
Did you have a chance to take a look at this
June 13th, 1989 letter? You can have that
marked.
Yeah, I got a copy of that,

{Whereupon, Deposition Exhibit
3 was marked for identification,)
(By Mr. Conlin) Do you have a recollection of
recaiving that letter?
Yes,

MR, SKRIEN: That's been marked as
Exhibit MNumber 3, counsel?

MR. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. SKRIEN: Okay.

(By Mr. Conlin) Did you receive it shortly
after 1it's dated?
I think I did, yeah.

What's the date on there?
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June 13, 1989,
Are you aware of whethar you or anyone from
the Abbey made any formal writtem response to
that ‘letter to the Diocese of St. Cloud?
I wonder whether Dan made that, notified
Pather Taufen, but I'm not =-- I don't know,
I don't recall doing that myself.
You don’t recall writing a letter back saying
anything {n response to that letter?
I didn't really write to any -- this letter
didn't reguire any response, immediate
response,
Well -~
I don't think,
-=- didn't {t -~
Who are curvently or who have worked in the
diocese in the past. No, I did not answer
that,
So you think that if anyone would hava
answered it it might have been Pather Ward?
Might have been, yeah, might havae,
Do you remembar having any c¢onversations
with --
Dan?

-~ Reverend -~
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Taufen.
-~ Hanus, the Blshop --
MR, SCHMITT: Bishop Hanus.

No.
{By Mr. Conlin) -~ in responge to that
letter?
No,
Is there any other communijication that you're
aware of with respect to this case of

. to the diocese?
I'm nct awavre of any.
Either verbal or written by you or the Abbey?
I'm not aware of 1it,
Are you aware that or do yonu understand that
if a monk or a priest such as Father Maiers
is assigned to a parish, that the Abbott has
the right to withdraw that priest or monk?
Right, I am,
and 1 beliesve your testimony was that the
gishop also had the right?
Right, the Bishop could -~ could remocve the
person as well,
But either aone of them singly could do it of
their own accord, is that right?

Yes.
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Is It your understanding that St, Joseph's
parish is one of the parishes that was
granted by the diocese to the Abbey many,
many ‘years ago?
Right, {t was one of our first parishes going
back to the 1850's, if I'm not mistaken.
Do you have any other information about that
in terma of how that was carried out, the
process?
What was ~-- what process was carvrrvied out?
The decision of assigning St. Joseph's to the
Abbey.
I suspect the Biszhop at that time, who was
the Bishop of St. Paul, found that we had
coma into this area to take care of the
German {mmigrant and that was right in the
middle of the migration, moving into Stearns
County, and so T suppose we were given that
parish early on because it was an area where
GCermans were farming and settling.
As far as you'rs aware, you yourself did not
advise the Diccese of St. Cioud of this
particular claim?

No. You mean did I assign Brennan tn St.

Joseph?
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No, I guaess I mean the c¢laim of
Assign it -~ I'm not sure,.

MR, SKRIEN: You want to repeat the
guestion? " I'm not sure he heard it.
{(By Mr. Canlin) Let me try that over again,
Co ahead,
When you became aware of the claim of

did you notify the Diocese of St.
Cloud?
St, Cloud was notified immedlately in the
summons, 0 I didn't have to,.
How about prior to the commencement of the
suit by attorney?
Betwean September and January, whanever it
came out, no, 1 didn't,
Did anyone else on behalf of the Abbey
contact the diocese, as far as you know?
That's what T don't know, whether Dan did or
not. He wouid be the one to have done |t.
(Discussion out of the hearing

of the court reporter.)

MR, CONLIN: I have no further
queasncions. Thanksz,

MR, SKRIEM: We'll read and sign.

Thank you.
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"+ ABBOTT JFROME THEISEN, do hereby vertify
that T have read the fovregoing trangcript of
my depositien and believe the rame to be true
and covrect; except as follows: {(neting the
rage nuwher and line number of the changs o

addition and the reasmn for tE)

Throughout the document "abbot" should be spelled

with one t.

Page 13, line 19: delete "“a."

Page 32, line 4: one should add the following:
"Of course the lawsuit was on his and my mind

during the spring and early summer of 1990."

Subscribed to and swown
before me this day

of .. 1991,

T S T (M b A S e e AR S = a1 e 1n e een £ eaars ot o+ s
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STATE OF MINNESOQOTA
S8

COUNTY OF RAMSEY

I hereby certify that I reported the
depositicon of ABBOTT JZROME THEISEN, on the
18th day of April, 1991, in S5t., Paul,
Minnesota, and that the witness was by me
first duly sworn to tell the whole truth;

That the testimony was transcribed under my
direction and is a true record of the
testimony of the witness;

That the cost ¢f the original has been
charged to the party who noticed the
deposition, and that all parties who ordered
copies have been charged ar the same rate for
such coples;

That I am not a relative or empioyee or
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, or
a relative or employee of such attorney or
counsel:

That I am not financially in%terested in the
action and have no contract with the parties,
attorneys, or persons with an interest in the
acticn that affectse or has a substantial
tendency to affect my {mpartiaiity:

That tne right to read and saign the
deposition by the witness was not waived and
a signatuve page and copy of the daposition
has been presented to him for the signature;

WITNESS MY HAMND AWD SEAL THIS 2nd
day of May, 1991.

Gary W, Harmes
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April 18, 1991

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Thank you for your letter of April 16th, following your
visit with Fr. Bremnan Maiers, our Chaplain. We are pleased
to know that Fr. Brenman Maiere will remain in the CPE Program
at St. Mary's Medical Center for another year and that he could
continue to provide chaplaincy services for us during that time.
We are indeed happy to have Fr, Brennan continue residing at the
Priory and serving as our Chaplain. We appreciate his homilies
and the life that he brings to our Eucharistic liturgies. He
geems to like it here very much, so the arrangement should be
mutually agreeable.

We are deeply grateful for all you have done and are doing
for our Community. We want you to know we appreciate your concern
for our needs.

May the blessings and graces of this Paschal Season be
bestowed in fullest measure upon you and your community.

Sincerely,

r. Clace Wonie Tonlli

Sr. Clare Marie Trettel
Prioress

1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811
218-728-2817
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEARNS SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Personal Injury

John A. Doe,
Plaintiff, SUPPLEMENTAL
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION

vs. OF DOCUMENTS
The Order of St. Benedict of the
Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a
5t. John's Abbey, The Diocese
of St. Cloud, and Father Brennan
Maiers,
Defendants.

TO: DEFENDANTS ABOVE NAMED AND THEIR ATTORNEYS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that plaindffs require defendants to produce for inspection
and copying the following documents within thirty (30) days at the offices of Reinhardt
and Anderson, E-1400 First National Bank Building, 332 Minnesota Street, St. Paul,
Minnesota 55101, or at such other tme and place as may be mutually agreed upon by
counsel.

This request for production of documents is to be deemed continuing. If you,
your counsel, or anyone representing your interests obtains any documents or takes any
statemnents within the scope of this documeiit request at any time prior to the fina] entry

of judgment in this action, you are hereby requested and directed to fumnish those

documents or statements to the undersigned attorneys.
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DEFINITIONS

means any written, printed, typed, recorded, or graphic matter,
however produced, reproduced, or stored, including, but not limited to,
correspondence, memoranda, telegraphs, reports, microfiche, microfilm, date stored
an magnetic tape or disc, booklets, pamphlets, manuals, printouts, flyers, handouts,
files, distributions, calendars, notes, minutes, summaries, phone messages,
photographs, charts, graphs, diaries, contracts, agreements, notices, drawings,
sketches, designs, newsletters, letters, statements, resumes, or transcripts, in the
possession of, under the control of, or known 1o exist by you, any member of your
family, or your present or former agents, employees, employers, representatives,
or atrorneys, and all drafts and copies thereof, by whatever means made.

means any "sexual contact" or "sexual penetration" as those
terms are defined in Minn. Stat. §609.341, with an individual under the age of 18,
any of the defendant’s parishioners, or any individual defined within Minn. Stat.
§148A.01, which is implicitly or explicitly suggestive of future “sexual contact” or
"sexual penetration", or any attempted "sexual contact."
IDENTIFICATION OF PRIVILEGED DOCUMENTS
If any document requested below is claimed by you to be privileged, for each

document please state the ground upon which such privilege is claimed and idenrtify the

document by specifying:

1. the type of documnent (e.g., letter, memorandum, photograph);
2 the date(s) it was created;

3 its utle, if any;

4. its originator(s) or creator(s);

S. its addressee(s), if any;

6. its present location;
7. the person(s) having possession, custody or control of it or knowing of its
existence.
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[DENTIFICATION OF DESTROYED DOCUMENTS
If any document requested herein has been destroyed, erased, or otherwise
discarded, please identify that document in the same manner as you have been requested
to identify documents thar you claim are privileged, 1o the extent that such identification
is possible,
REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
1. All notes prepared by Abbot Jerome regarding conversations with
2. All notes prepared by Abbot Jerome concerming conversations with Father
Brennan Maiers.
3. Letters sent to the Archdiocese with a carbon copy to Abbor Jerome from the
Department of Human Sexuality concerning Father Brennan Maiers.

4. All archival files on or abour or pertaining to Father Dunstan Moorse.

1f - 7
Dated: ‘?J 27 REINHARDT AND NﬂDi-‘.it;‘fﬂ?
\
14, (R s

12
fre

lly("—(} p .\‘f:.“h':'sun, #2057
Mark~A. Wendor!, #173484
Artorneys for Plaintiff

E-1400 First Nat]l Bank Bldg.
332 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990
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WILL OF

Brennan Charles Joseph Maiersy 0.S5.EB.

I, iers a DBrennan Charikes Jos Malers gf
prior
s, this my will,
ARTICLE ONE

PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND TAXES

1. My personal representative shall pay from the residue of my
estate:

1.1 ¢ nses of my illness and
e of adminis g my estate, g
a
1.2 ce
th
ve
se
ARTICLE TWO

SPECIAL GIFTS

2 I make the following special gifts:

2.1 I give all my ible al erty to John's
Abbey, Collegev , Min (o of Saint ict).

2.2 I ve Saint
i res in pr
a in real
with such property, other t

ARTICLE THREE

RESIDUE
3 I f my
I will
pr 8 of

which I then have a testament
Jdohn's Abbey, Collegeville, M

ARTICLE FOUR
FIDUCIARY SELECTION

4 The following provisions shall apply to the selection of
fiduclaries:

63
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4.1 My personal representative shall be selected as follows:

4.1.1 I nominate ‘the abbot or administrator of Saint John's
Abbey as my ‘personal representative.

4.1.2 He shall have the ;power to nominate an additional or
a successor personal representative.

ARTICLE .FIVE
FIDUCIARY PROVISIONS

The following shall apply to ‘my fiduciaries:

5.1 Aadministrative Powers. My 'personal representative, in
ition to o r powers conferred by law that are not
onsistent th ose contained in this will, shall have
power, e ci le without authorization of any court:

5.1.1 To sell at private or public sale, to retain, to

lease, - ‘to ‘mo or pledge or all the
‘real or sonal Yy of my est

5.1.2

ne ‘the value of property
5.1.3 To settle, contest; compromise, submit to arbitration
or litigate claims :in favor of or agalnst my estate;

5.1.4 To make any tax election without reimbursement or
adjustment between principal and income or in favor

any - TY ., n if ct directly
fects of . benef s ;
5.1.5 To continue in ‘the same form any unincorporated
busi s r h1I
time £ per
ITepr e e le,
such iness and con op
form ther or not a le

business objedts to such retention, continuation or -
Incorporation in ‘my estate; and
5.2 Administrative Provisions.

5.2.1 my ate
r a Yy

5.2.2 Waiver of Bonds. No bond or other indemnity shall
red any per: pre ive
or inted by of John'is
Abbey or by me. ’

64
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ARTICLE SIX
GENERAL GOVERNING PROVISIONS

In applying the provisions of this document, the follbwing
shall govern: )

6.1 Definitions.

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

f s 5. ly
the 's Y
off td

according to the norms of the canon law of the Roman
Catholiec Church.

The a nilstrator of Saint John' y -is the person
duly ointed if the office of is vacant to
govern Saint John's Abbey at the time of my death.

m tangible pers

i ng e in excess of
face of
docum any d
in a
"Estate taxes" means any estate or other death taxes
t due of my including any
i d pe but ex g generation-
s es.

6.2 Rules of Construction.

602-1

6.2.2

6.2.4

G ng ter ill, the
1 Min ta th legal
e of s ad of my

estate. Except as otherwise provided, all references
to applicable law and Minnesota Statutes are to those

in £ on the e of my death and 1l incorporate
any dments successor provisl References
to the Internal Revenue Code are to the Internal

Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. References to

a particular section of the Internal Revenue Code shall
incorporate any amendments and successor provisions.

Capti . Captions are for convenlence only 'and are
not 1 nded to alter any of the provisions of this
instr nt.

Gender. Where appropriate, the masculine includes
the feminlne, the singular includes the plural, and
vice versa.

Writing. The requirement that a person act in
"writing" requires a dated written document signed
by such person.
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6.3 Intentional omission. I have intentionally limited gifts
‘to Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota.

6.4 Estate Taxes.

6.4.1 'Except as provided below -there .shall be no apportion-
ment of any estate taxes and I waive on .behalf of my
estate any right 'to recover any estate taxes from any
recipient, including any recipient of property ‘passing
apart from this will.

6.4.2 If my personal representative pays any estate taxes on
qualified -terminable interest property included in my
estate under Section 2044 of the Internal Revenue -Code
or any comparable state statute, or expenses incurred
in determining such taxes, then my personal
representative shall seek reimbursement from the
owners or recipients of the property.

6.4.3 If my personal representative pays any ‘taxes on.excess
retirement accumulations, then my personal
representative shall seek reimbursement from the
recipient of such accumulations.

I have signed is will of four pages, thils page

included, on wut /0
%A @.@/ ) /%j o4

_We certify ‘that in sence the ‘date appearing above in ‘the
State of Minnescta signed the foregoing
Anstrument and , that -at his reguest
and in his 'presence in the presence of .each other, we have
signed our names below as witnesses, and that we believe him to be
of sound mind and memory.

residing at 2/

residing at AL sE22)

86
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Self-Proved Affidavit
STATE OF MINNESOTA

ss
COUNTY OF
We,
= E
"—' and
Lawdefiv  Kobling, osa the

testor and the witnesses, resgpectively, whose names are signed to
the attached or foregoing instrument, being first duly sworn, do-
hereby declare to the undersigned authority that the testator
signed and executed the instrument as the testator's last will,
that the testator signed 1t willingly or directed another to sign
it for the testator, that it was executed as a free and voluntary
act for the purposes therein expressed, and that each of the
witnesses, in the presence and hearing of the testator, signed the
will as witnesses, and that to the best of their knowledge the
testator was at the time 18 or more vears of age, of sound mind and
under no constraint or undue influence.

thess

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before me by

the testator, and subscribed and sworn to

before me by

\
, Witnesses, this

day _ Sjoee , L27/ .
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

June 28, 1991

Dear Father Abbot,

On Monday 1 returned from the Itinerant Convivence in Kearny, New Jersey when all the teams
of the Neo-catechumenal Way reported back to each other regarding their efforts at the New
Evangelization. The witness of these married couples, the priest and single Taymen and women
was quite radical and profoundly moving, -Teams of itinerants go to parishes where pastors
have invited a two month catechesis of the Neo-Catechumenal Way in their parishes--a priest,
a married couple with their children, one or two single young men, often potential seminarians
but not necessarily. The priest and the young men Tive in a rectory and the parish provides
a house or apartment for the married couple. ODutside of their tickets, they radically Tlive
the gospel ‘and travel with no security, no money., They do not beg but accept food and living
expenses when offered. Sometimes the fathers of the family and the young men would have to
take day jobs to get something to eat. Most of the times the Lord seemed to provide.

The Neo-catchumenal Way is still very young in the United States. It is in 29 dioceses,

58 parishes. There are only 131 communities in the United States. As you know the Holy
Father has blessed the Way as an appropriate way of evangelizing for our time, as a charism
of the Holy Spirit that flowed out of the II Vatican Council. They have many more reguests
than they can handle because they lack priests. I prayed more earnestly and saw that this
would be for me a challenge and hardship but I felt called to offer myself for :these teams
of Evanhgelization if you would give me.permission to do so for a year or so., Who knows I

may be back in six months! -

I found out that the end of this month Cardinal Hume, who was not always totally positive,
was meeting with to begin a Meo-catechumenal international
seminary in England. This development of ten seminaries in various countries is a recent”
fruit of the Way. The one T visited in Rome--Redemptoris Mater--had a hundred -seminarians
from throughout the world--all young men who were part of the Way wherever they came from..
Archbishop McCarrick has this past February set up a Neo-catechumenal seminary in Kearny, -
New Jersey with about fifty seminarians from the Way--also international in character. They
take their theology -from the dfocesan seminary--11ke Seton Hall, In Rome they went ‘to the
Gregorium for the most part. Cardinal Hume's support has been very welcomed as well as

The Cardinal Archbishop of Rome. I forget where all -the other seminaries are--Polland, Spain,
South America, etc. It is difficult to explain how they are different Trom the usual ones.
First the seminarians come from all over the world; secondly they come from the Neo-catechumena
Way; thirdly they stay connected ‘to the parish-based communities throughout -their seminary
training; they have morning and evening pr r ‘together as I imagine is normal but half of
the psalms are sung according to ‘tones dev  ped in the Way: They have .2 Chapel of the Word
where they scrutinize thé word of God for their life (sort of a place for Biblical lectio
divina), One must almost see it and experience it to know the difference. Thejr thecological
training is what is available in their area regrding theologates,

I feel very much drawn to the Way because it is very serious about the scriptures and the

need for evangelization in our world--especially to the hurting and dying Catholic congrega-
tions of :the world., When communities are formed within the parish, ‘they after a few years
begin further evangelization in their own parishes and ‘this is when the fallen-aways and
alienated begin ‘to hear the Word and return to the faith in a new way.. As & pastor I have

for ‘twenty-five years angonized over the superficial level of 1iving the faith mere as pietism.
and devotionalism and ethnic custom. 1 loved the RCIA and the Neo-catechumendl Way ‘was just

@ much more powerful way te create little Christian communities in our mega-parishes for

those already baptized. I have seen the growth of those in St. Bernard's First Neo-Catechumena’
Community. Even though they have Tost the services of a priest, the community has become

more solid in faith. I think Fr. Germain can vouch for ‘that as well :as Fr. Gregory! Something
profoundly good is happening that is faith growth in communhity!
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e is okay with me.-

1t 15 fmportant that I know fairly soon so I can make arrangements, So-please:let me know
what is your answer, Thank you for considering this unusual request. L -

Iwin need'the'extra $2,000 for the trip beyond mj bﬁdget of course!  But coverége here at.-
the Priory seems to be covered during that time. Fr. Ray Pedrizzeti also volunteered to come

for a few days as well.

Personally, I feel I am.doing well. My CPE last unit was ‘tough but rewarding, I am getting
into personal growth issues that I have never délved into before. T am seeing Dr. Faris
Keeling, a psychiatrist, this summer for extra help I am seeing a nun spiritual director
once a month. I am attending-my priest support group in St. Pdul once a month. T am taking
more walks and beginning to do more on my diet issue. My spirftual Tife is deepening it
seems to me ‘through my HED-Catechumenal experience that calls me to honesty and prayer and
scripture on a profound jevel. T Tearned a new degree of humility when.I was in New Jersey--
Ngt to be scandalized by ones human weakness and sin ‘because God is never scandalized Also
we were reminded that our brokenness is a call to deeper conversion and trusting more in God.
That has given me much more peace now, a year after St. Bernard's. I still have deep
feelings. I still think the re-instatement of people 1 terminated was wrong. T still think
o empower ‘the antagonists within the parish is to lose the saner part from its life. I
do not take any blame for the financial difficulties of the parish--those are merely - the
results of the decision for:the 95% of it. I feel. the truth of ny -discernment will gradually
be clearer. ' I'am amazed that Sister Vivian has been re-hired T know Fr. Gregory has no
respect for her and her competence. But in another way it is good. Now the team of the old
is complete I also believe the schogls will die with a-whimper through ‘financial strangula-
+tion and poor leadership 1 am glad that some -things continue to:go forward--the church
renovation plans, ‘the consolidation with area gradeschools, the SPEAC effort of working
ops.n an inter-culpural, dntercracial,and 834" c1al wayy R
r making an answer to my pilgrimage to Poland August 9-19th

sl
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

1 July 1991

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

you describe.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Brennan Maiers, O.S.B.

1 July 1991

Page Two

time.

I wish you the sings as you con in
CPE and the dif of understanding

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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ANNUNCIATION PRIORY
7520 University Drive Bismarck, ND 58504 (701)255-1520

August 5, 1991

Abbot Jerome Theilsen, 0SB
gaint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

I was in luth 1 ly at e pt the
Federatli of St n t whi d St 8.
The pres r for arist es 8

Maiers o t. Jo y. I d is in
the Clinical Pastoral Education p at . 1
in Duluth. I trust he is doing we th ro

caring and compassionate chaplain, if I can judge from his
liturgles.

1 to consider encouraging

lain's position at our hospital;

marck, Traditionally the monks
chaplains at St. Alexius. Two

wever, they are not certified

e a Benedictine and would be

ply here when his work for cer-

nd Father Terence Carroll served
rrison. We were pleased and
e. Garrison is a small rural
ter 1 a larpger, more speciallzed

J s were inst ental in its
establi ent 50 can 8 e have "con tions." If
you and Fat an 14 11 ore informa n, please do
not hes te t m Mr. Richard Tschider, Administrator
of St. xius B rck.

SISTERS OF ST. BENEDICT
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Abbot Jerome Thelsen, 0SB
August 5, 1991

Re: chaplain position

Page 2

1 ome t d relax .
1 ye t gisters

o th o e posit

T ching opportunity.

May ybu and your community be blesaed in your ministry to God's
people.

Sincerely in Christ,

Prioress

sbf
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

23 September 1991

Ssister Susan Lardy, 0-S.B.
Annunciation Priory

7520 University Drive
Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

Dear Sister Susan:

Saint Mary's Hospital in Duluth.

1 wish you a pleasant fall and the Lord's peace!

Sincerely,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, D.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612z 363-2544

OSB

MAIERS_00610
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Xenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Feast of ‘St. Scholastica
February 10, 1992

Dear Father Abbot,

C.P.E. is going well this third unit for me. It is good to
have Brother John Hansen here with Pr. Eugene and me. I would
very much like to take a fourth unit this coming Fall, 1992,
To be certified as a Chaplain in the Catholic Chaplain
Association, one needs four units of C.P.E. It seems
reasonable to finish my fourth unit here at St. Mary's Medical

Center.

It is also true that I have enjoyed being chaplain for the
Benedictine Sisters here at the Priory here in Duluth.

Since.I must sign up for the Fall term now, I thought I

had better seek the proper permission now. Will you be
coming .to Duluth soon tp visit? We could talk of this

then.

Happy Feast of St. Scholastica!

Sincerely in the Lorgd,

Brennan Maiers, O.S.B,
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot
18 February 1992

The Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B
Saint Scholastica Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

I wish to acknowledge your request to take the

fourth unit of C.P.E. at Saint Mary's Hospital in

Duluth. You brought this matter up to me on some
-=0other occasionj--if:I-am=not-mistaken;—-and-I might
have answered at that time that I was in favor of
your taking the full four units of c.P.B. I
brought your reguest to the Personnel Committee
last week and everyone seemed to be in agreement
that you should continue in your program until
Christmas of this year.

I am happy that you will continue as chaplain to
Baint Scholastica Convent in Duluth. I know that
they enjoy your challenging homilies and your
counsel.

I would like to wvisit Duluth on some occasion in
the next few months but I do not know when this
will take place. At the present time I do not know
what assignment we will give you upon your com-
Pletion of C.P.E. in Duluth. You have been re-
flecting on this, I am sure, and the matter crosses

my from time to t aps ital
ch cy nmight be the t of a
Sorry you could make our inter op at
the end of Dec r. Many state were
e and
ere
s to
on-

ing process goes on and in the not so distant
future you will receive another questionnaire!

1t ing your life and work
in happy. I wish you the
Lor

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
Phore 612 363-2544
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We have been aware of the possibility of a law suit for over two years.

Jeffrey Anderson, the plaintiff's lawyer, served us papers over two years
ago and today he filed them in the Stearns County Court House. The case
concerns alleged sexual abuse of a mass server in the mid-1960's while
Father Brennan was associate pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Saint Joseph.

The abbey will publish a public statement for the press tomorrow.
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Saint John's Abbey
statement concerning the complaint against
Father Brennan Malers

In August 1989 a former parishioner of Saint
Joseph Parish, Saint Joseph, Minnesota, made a
complaint to the abbey that, as a youth, he was
sexually ahﬁsed by Father Brennan Maiersl in 1966.
The Abbey had mo previous know;l.edge of ariy such
complaint involvi?xg Father' Maiers. Father Maiers,
a member of Saint John's Abbey, was assocliate
pasf:or of Saint Joéeph Pari'sh from 1965 to"l9'67.
Following abbey policy in these matters, the :person
was provided pastoral care in addition ‘to
professional counseling at the abbey's expense.
Father Brennan recelved psychological evaluation
and assessment; presently he is taking a Clinical
‘Pastoral Education Program at Saint Mary's ‘Hospital
in Duluth. )

The abbey regrets the paln experienced by ‘the
former parishioner and others. It is committed to

achieving a just Tesolution of the matter.

pated: 25 March 1992
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Page 2/5aint Cloud Visitor/March 26, 1992

Sex abuse case names
diocese, abbey, monk

. Bauer
editor

8T, CLOUD — The §t. Cloud
Diocese Is one of three defen-
dants named in a lawsuit stem-

mi of sexual
ab ¢ priest.
A t filed in
Stear ] rict Court
that Father B
, a monk of St,

engaged In church business.”

In addition to Father Mafers,
the diocese and abbey are
named as defendants because,

founded in 1856.
tions.
Ande the plaintiff

first we abbot of St.
()
w
it

to pursue a Jawsult.

Abbot Jerome Theisen OSB
confirme t the young
did meet him, but ad
“1 don’t know his reasons
for going elsewhere.”

Abbot Theisen said he was
th mi
t, n

ha ed
until the Visitor called him
for a response.
is
cu as-
1o St
Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth.

The sult asks for damages
“in excess of $50,000,” but
no amount is specified.

Last August a similar suit

case,
took
acamp

he has handled more than 80

8 pries  nce
1 anot 30
agalnst clergy of other denom-
inations.

The St. Cloud Diocese is-

In November, the diocese
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

26 Maxrch 1992

My dear Confreres:

Enclosed is a statement which the abbey released to
the press in regard to the complaint against Father
Brennan Maiers. I thought you should get the full
statement in case the media did not provide the
full text.

Please pray for Father Brennan and know that we are

doing what we can to support him and others who are
pained as a result of the issue.

Fraternally yours,

LL ‘j)Mn%¢ IZSbi*

A Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
Enclosure

Phone 612 363-2544
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Saint John's Abbey
Statement concerning the complaint against
Father Brennan Maiers

In August 1989 a former parishioner of Saint
Joseph Parish, Saint Joseph, Minnesota, made a
complaint to the abbey that, as a youth, he was
sexually abused by Father Brennan Maiers in 1966.
Father Maiers was associate pastor of Saint Joseph
Parish from 1965 to 1967. Following abbey policy
in these matters, the person was provided pastoral
care in addition to professional counseling at the
abbey's expense. Father Brennan received
psychological evaluation and assessment; presently
he is taking a Clinical Pastoral Education Program
at Saint Mary's Hospital in Duluth.

The abbey regrets the pain experienced by the
plaintiff and others. It is committed to achieving

a just resolution of the matter.

Dated: 25 March 1992
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26 March 1992

Jeromne,

A quick note on the Brennan case.

Fnelosed are the two statements to be read at the parishes. When
T checked with Vincent on the dates Brennan was pastor in cold
Spring, he told me that Brennan's form showed him in St. Joe from

65 to 68.

i11 be pr t
e . sure to ce
m A , note my of

st. Joe statement.

eti
lud
the

Contact Dan Taufen on Monday to coordinate the meeting. Contact

Kevin McDonagh
conducting the meeting.

on Monday to get information on

If there are problems or other developments in this or the
Dunstan case, call KEN SKRIEN our attorney in these cases

Good Luck! I say hello for you to JPII!!!
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26 March 1992

Dan,
A brief note as I try to tie things up before I leave for Rome.

Enclosed are the two parish statements. Roger Klassen asked for
a statement to be read in Cold Spring. I assumed that this would
be fine. If not, call Roger.

Last evening, called me. After we spoke about the
situation, we decided that it would be good for her to be present
at the St. Joseph meeting on Tuesday night. Be sure to introduce
her and to include her. I think that this will take the pressure
off of you and Abbot Jerome, and also show the deep interest of
the Church in this and similar matters.

You and Abbot Jerome should ccordinate before the meeting. One
or the other of you should contact Father Kevin McDonagh

on Monday for detalls in conducting the meeting at st.
Josepn.

Tom Gillespie told me this morning that people are feeling
relieved and good about the proposed meeting.

Good Luck!!

0SB MAIERS_00623



STATEMENT T0 BE READ AT ALL, THE MASSES AT S¥. JOSEPH'S PARISH
ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, MARCH 2 ARD 29

During this past week a lawsuit was publicly filed against Saint
John's Abbey and the St. Cloud Diocese. In August, 1989 a former

parishioner of St. Joseph's Parish made a laint to Sst. John's
that, as a youth, he was sexually ahu by Father n
s in 1966. The Abbey and the Dioc had no p s

knowledge of any such complaint involving Father Brennan who was
associate pastor here at St. Joseph's Parish from 1965 to 1968.

Following the Abbey's policy in these matters, the person was

provided with pastoral care in ad to nal
counseling at the abbey's expense. Bre ved
psycholog and assessment; ntly he ng a
Clinical ion Program at Mary's 1 in
Duluth.

The Abbey and Diocese wish the parishioners of St. Joseph's to
k t er
P h ng
e i re
a on

involving Matt Feeney.

In an effort to deal with the situation within our parish, there
will be a meeting for those interested this Tuesday evening,
March 31st, at 7:00 p.m. in the school dining room. Abbot Jerome
Theisen of St. John's Abbey and Father Daniel Taufen of the
Di of St. Cloud, will be nt to answer guestions,
re to concerns, and to pray the parish for all those
involved in this matter.

The Abbey and the Diocese wish all to know that the Church is
deeply concerned when sexual abuse has occurred. Both want
people to know that the representatives of the Church are open
and available to persons who have experienced sexual abuse within

the Church.

Please support one another and pray for God's blessings and
peace.

3/25/92
DJW
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STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL THE MASSES AT ST. BONIFACE FPARISH,
COLD~SPRING, MINNESOTA ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, MARCH 28 & 29

past week a it was ly filed t Saint
y. the st. Dioces Father B Maiers
Boniface from 1976 to 1983. 1In

er of St. Joseph's Parish, St.

s a

66.

uch

at

n a

na

nce.

Following the Abbey's policy i
provided with pastoral care
c

1Y

c

Duluth.

The Abbey and the Di e wish
Parish to know that Church
the

expe e o

Dioc a K

when sexual abuse has occurred.
the represe of the
persons who rienced

I ask for
for the y
people of
I particularly ask you to suppeo y
God's healing love come upon us.

3/26/92
DIW
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Sexuslebuse
conlinued from fronl

10 Indet- ang the
in Doe's
what
Itxam
young
405 County Road 75
St. Joseph, MN 56374
363-7715
Ballibons for: HOURS:
*Baptism *Birthday Sunday 12-18

*Father's Day *WeddIng
*Over-the-HIll +Qet Well Soon

Mon.-Thurs. 11-9
Fri.-Sat. 10-10

RENT ONE GET ONE FREE
GOOD ON SUNDAY-THURSDAY
TIL JUNE 25

"Two-day rental on game and movies®

SNAP

COME FOR

AND 2TAY FOR..

r

Sund a uffet

9 a.m. 10 1 p.m. Sunday, June 21
* Quiche ¢+ Coffee cakes
¢ Blugberry pancakes ¢« French toast silx
* Frash luwil * Scrambled eggs
+ Bacon, ssusage » Crolgsants
* Hash browns
» Carame roflg $5,25

* Donuis, mulling

- ! H
ay's Kitchen
St. Joe 363-8403
“where there's always something cooktn'l*
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Letters

To the editor:

In a front-page story of the
June 19, 1992, St. Joseph News-
leader dealing with he alleged
sexual misconductof Father Bren-
nan Maiers there are several state-
ments on which I would like w
comment.

In the article I was quoted as
saying: “Sure it's worse if a priest
does it, but it’s worse, oo, if a
priest has measles and goes on a
sick call and spreads the disease.”
If I made a statement like that, and
I don’t recall so doing, I would
bave made it in a broader context
than what appears in the article. By
itself the comparison appears at
least, irrelevant; at most, odious,

Aslbavefrequently explained
in public meetings dealing with
sexual abuse by clergy, the reason
clergy abuse is so destructive is
because it involves a person in
whom viclims bave placed the
highest kind of trust, confidence
and respect.

The article stated “Taufen
commented that Maiers’ actions
were manilestations of an illness
more than a moral lapse...." I have
never made ajudgment about Fa-
ther Maiers” guilt or innocence or
what may or may not have pro-
voked the allegations referred to in
the article.

What I did say in publicata
périslf meeting in St. Joseph and
what Ihave saidon numerous dber

@ sditor
ufe clarifies sexual

occasions when I have addressed
the topic of sexual abuse in the
Churchisthatin the past the Church
tended to look upon incidents of
sexual abuse very litde differently
than other sins. When a sinner of
any kind showed signs of genuine
remorseand the intention of avoid-

‘ing the sin in the future, he was

forgiven and sent on his way.

Now, bowever, the Church has
become keenly aware of the fact
that certain kinds of sexual mis-
conductinvolve more than immor-
ality. They alsoreflectadeeppatho-
logical condition and need to be
treated as such, The Chburch has
also come (o realize the terrible
trauma victims go through in this
kind of abuse and the risk of such
conductrecurring ina perpetrator’s
life. For these reasons, the
Church’s attitude toward such
casesisdramatically different than
itused to be. None of these consid-
erations, atanytime howe ver, have
been specifically directed by me
toward or about Father Brennan
Maiers. They were general obser-
vations.

The article states, “Among
other such cascs revealed recently
is...another implicating twoparish
priests affiliated with the St. Cloud
Diocese.” I am the director of the
program dealing with sexual mis-
conduct in the Diocese of St. Cloud,
I'am totally mnaware of any recent
revelation implicating two parish

movie*

sLarge selection of movies
eNintendo games & machines
Sega Genesis games & machines

*VCRs

for all occasions

7718

Sundav

isconduct statement

priests affiliated with the St. Cloud
Diocese.

In a news article in the St.
Cloud TImes carly in the fall of
1991 there was mention of four
priests of the Diocese so impli-
cated, In point of fact, one repre-
sented a much-publicized case
which was first reported in Octo-
berof 1989. The other three priests
about whom allegations bad been
made are long since dead and the
references totheir alleged miscon-
duct were 25, 25 and 49 years ago.

Sincerely,

The Rev. Danlel J. Taufen
Vicar General

Diocese of St. Cloud

(Editor’s note: The News-
leader wishes o apologize to Fr.
Taufen for erroncously connect-
ing one of his general comments
on sexual abuse to the specific case
of Fr. Brennan Maiers, Fr. Tavfen
indeed madenostatements of judgs,
ment specifically on the Maiers
case to the interviewer.

Fr. Taufen’s comment on
“measles,” however, is docu-
mented in the transcript of a tape
recording of the interview. The
broader cantext of the statement
that was not published, which Fr.
Taufen suggests, would appear in
his words immediately following
the statement: “I don’t want to
compare the two, but there's a.

p h sen .
a i§ trus .
and the very ficld in which this is

occurring— he's preaching sexual
morality—violates ir.”)

X
abuse coverage

To the edltor:

We want to express our disap-
pointment with the article about
sexual abuse in the June 19 issuc of
the Newsleader.

You could have done that
“news"” inamore way.
We feel you offended more people
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was a
Buy. Bul now,

Best.

DEERE.

"Call to reserve your favorite movie*
|_arge selection of movies
*Nintendo games & machines

Sega Genesis games & machines
*VCRs
Balloons for all occasions

363-7715 Sunday 12-8
405 County Rd. 75 Mon.-Thurs. 11-8
St. Joseph, MN 56374 Fri.-Sat. 10-10
Newly remodeled
* Under new ownership-
Deb Lucas
Super Su eclal
Come see on
Vavoom! Matrix 6 Reg. $13.95
Nexxus = Aveda 6 Facial $17.95
PERM SPECIAL
Ask f cky

Reg. $27= & $30%
Ofter good untli 7/18/092

Next to Mills Fleet Farm RR4 St.Cloud 253-8853

sen y

m L
and the very field in which this is
occuring—he's preaching scxual
morality—violates it")

Readers upset
with church/sex
abuse coverage

To the editor:

We want toexpress our disap-
pointment with the article about
sexual abuse in the June 19 issue of
the Newsleader.

You could have done that
“news"” inamore appropriate way,
Wefecl you offended more people
than you belped!

Ray nd Jean Weyer
St. Joseph

Letters
continued on p, 14

St. Joseph Newsleader

Box 324
St. Joseph, Minn, 56374
363-7741 or 352-6743
FAX No. 363-4875
Established as a means to

immediate and surrounding St.
Josepharea. Itis published every
two weeks i Minn,
Third class- at St.
Joseph, Permit No. 21.

The deadline for news and
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Letters to the editor {continued from p. 2)

e e S
se

To the editor:

I am writing to express my
extreme disgust with the lead ar-
ticle of the June 19 edition of the
Newsleader, dealing with the sex-
ual abpse case of Fr. Brennan
Maiers, OSB. The reporter has
included highly offensive descxip-
tions of the sex acts alleged to have
occurred between the priest and
the altar boy. There is absolutely
noneed 1o detall the acts of mastur-
bation that supposedly took place.

is se

se e

What was your purpose in doing
50?7 Was it to rival the St. Cloud
Daily Times in its recent graphic
depictions of rape? Are you ip a
ratings war, like the TV stations?
If such reporting should ever
occur again in your newspaper, I
will cancel my subscription. Such
journalism is not fit for family
reading. Ithink you owe your read-
€rs an apology.
John Schnelder
St. Joseph

O eceerae
or 5 an iversar
Juy3&4

Bang-up store specials
Register for prizes to be given away

Ho lander's Country Store

Highway 75, St. Joseph

363-8636

Coupon

Pau

e iio

To the editor:

As the owner of New Edition
Nigbt Club in Waite Park, I feel
that parents and young people of
your commnunity should be alerted
to some changes which have re-
cently been implemented by our
establishment

After opening our doors as a
non-alcoholicentertainment alter-
native for the youtb of Central
Minnesota in March 1991, we
enjoycd remendous success, wel-
coming bundreds of individuals
between the ages of 15 and 21
every weckend and serving as a
clean, decentand safe environment
for them. However, in the past few
months, our club has experienced
negative changes which we pain-
fully regret.

New Edition's location, ap-
pearance and staff all seem per-
fectly suited for Lhe clientele which
we once altracted. Unfortunately,
our club had become 2 meeting
spot for a certainmisguided group
of St. Cloud youth who represent
juvenile delinquency and contra-
dictthe high standards which char-
acterize the majority of young
people in our area. This group,
along with similar individuals from
the Twin Cities (who have since
ceased coming to the club), suc-
ceeded in making patrons feel
uncomfortabléand literally drove
away the clientele which had re-

ade
siness
tection

St Joseph |

ow er

peatedly returned
many area cCommt
It is an atrox
miniscule fractio
population in ow
aged to rob the o
was once a popula
native, The majori
Cloud and the o1
are clean, deoent
we welcomed wit!
the intent that the;
socialize with sior
Thus, we hav
eral new policiest
once again acco
previous clientele
new customers.
1) A dress
no-cap rule, requi
to wear respectab
be strictly enfora
White Sox, Chic
Angeles Raiders «
wear will be wler:
2) The memb
which were the sou
have been inform
longer permitted
club. We also will
our right to refuse

Puls @ or

Two St. Jos
recently complete
7-13 at Legionvill
Training Center, N
Brainerd, Minn.

They are the :
drew Blanchette
Prom.

Legionvillewz
1936. It is sponsor:
nesota American L
an annual enrolln
campers. The purpc
ity is to train boys:
State of Minnesot:
dures of school saft.
sections and in the -
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

July 8, 1992

Dear Father Abbot,

I enclose a copy of a letter that my attorney, Bob Stich, sent
to Jeff Anderson regarding the awful publicity that was placed
in the St. Joseph paper.

I am deeply hurt by the plaintiff's action and self-serving
statements regarding me and regarding your involvement. It is
one thing to have the protection of the legal system hear the
case with protections for both parties. I feel violated to have
the plaintiff try and hang me in the local paper without any
opportunity to challenge assumptions and cross-examine and to
not admit hearsay evidence and to permit inuuendos and vicilous
interpretations. He seems to have been coached to think that
this publicity will bring forth his assumptions that there has
been a series of abuses. There just are not any such people.

I could not believe that the Paper would print his descriptions
which I challenge in more than one instance. But I have become
a victim of the press and suffer grave injustice.

I am seeking a way to respond in some brief way to the paper

to object to the story and to say there is another side of the
story. But it cannot be carried forth in the newspaper. 1 feel
I need to say something or my silence would seem to say that I
don't object or protest his view. I have not worked this out
with my attorney and will run it pass you and Dan before I do
anything. But at this time I feel strongly that I need to say
something or else I become twice victimized.

This new wrinkle has caused me much anguish. I take for granted
that he will go to trial not for the money as for purpose of
descrediting me and my ministry, past and future. I hang on to
my own inner truth. That feels helpful. But I believe I need
to say something however small! 1 wonder if you are tempted to
do anything?

Thank you for listening to my pain but I wanted to share this
letter from my attorney to Jeff Anderson.

Happy Feast of St. Benedict! We are having a final profession
here on the Eleven at 3pm.

ely in Christ,

Mains 3%

rannan rs, 0.5.B
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

13 July 1992

Rev. Brennan Malers, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

Father Daniel Ward and I conversed about the article
which appeared in the Saint Joseph Leader. We too were
of the opinion that it was unfair and immoral. We, of
course, cannot answer from here since we represent the
institution. Father Daniel wondered whether you wished
to contact your lawyer, Robert Stich, about a response.
Would he allow one and what shape would it take?

One might expect an editor to respect the legal system
and personal sensitivities, but this the editor of the
Saint Jogeph paper has not done. 1Is he interested in
getting the story from both sides? It is not apparent
that he is.

Sorry for the pain that the article caused you. It is
not easy for you to take this kind of attack without
being able to respond. There should be a law!

Thanks for the greetings on the feast of Benedict! I
wish the same for you.

Peace and blessingst

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, O0.5.B.
JT/kr

Phone 612 363-2544
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JULY 19, 1992: CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION °
DULUTH BENEDICTINE WOMEN

Sixteen Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sisters, Friends, Alumnae and Alumni. It is good for us to be
here on this Holy Hill, in this Sacred Space, with all you
faith-filled people! We are here like Mary of the Gospel to
listen to the Lord and be united with Him and one anofher in

this Centennial Liturgy.

How appropriate that the theme that dominates our Scripture today
is HOSPITALITY...a well-cultivated virtue of the Benedictines

for over 1500 years. But we realize that St. Benedict did not
invent hospitality. Abraham and Sarah stand clearly as the
patriarchs of hospitality as shown so clearly in First Reading.

The three visitors to Abraham has been seen as a Theophany--the
‘reveation of God. It was a favorite subject of anciesni icon
painters. There is something astounding about the story itself--
three men appearing suddenly in midday heat of the desart as
Abraham sits before his tent under the Tree at Mamre. Immediately
Abraham knows that a guest at this time is something very very
special and sacred. He begs them to stay. We see the
extravagance of hospitality in everything he does. Water is
scarce. Yet he offers water for their feet as well as {0 drink.
Abraham asks that they rest in the shade as he prepares a little
food. Boy was that understatement! Three seahs or measure of
flour...enough bread to feed ten times their number. A calf
(Steer) was chosen for its tenderness--beef--not a normal item
in the desert diet. To keep sheep in arid land is one thing but
a calf, (beef) in the desert was a luxury of luxuries. K& also
brings milks and curds. Now realize there is no refrigeration
and it 1s unusual to say the least to have some milk products
for the desert guests that happened by in the midaftermncon heat.
We might have passed over the significance of these itens that
Abraham offered his guests but now we might comprehend that
Abraham was a most gracious and generous host--hospitality plus!

We See that same hospitality shown.by Martha who welcomes Jesus
to her house. We are wrong to see the roles of Mary and Martha
opposed. Martha sounds a little co-dependent to our ears when
she resented caring and fretting about all the details of
having a ‘guest. Jesus protects Mary's sitting and listening.
Culturally this role was part of the male-privilege to sit and
listen. Jesus objects to that and says that Mary has chosen
the better part. Not to minimize the importance of hospitality
and its work but to add a necessary correction. Contemplation
is not opposed to Action.

The Benedictine tradition that we celebrate today has always

sought to have them balanced as we know through their motto:
Prayer and Work, Worship and Ministry, Contemplation and Service.
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St. Scholastica--We thank you and we praise for all the good .
that God has shown forth in you over the past 100 years. May
we together face .the unknown future with an equal courage and
spirit of welcome. - May we change and be transformed as we sit
and listen to the Lord. May we have the courage to seek new
solutions for the challenges of today and tomorrow and put them
into practice. We have Mary and Martha as our twin guildes!

We have 100 years of the grand tradition of St. Scholastica

for our imitating!

Can we all raise our hands in vigorous applause for the work of
God in the BENEDICTINE WOMEN OF VISION, OF FAITH IN ACTION!

Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB
Chaplain
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Sex abuse
continued from front

as abdominal pains caused by
psychologicalandemotional stress.

She said she has improved
lately with the help of counselors,
friends and self-belp and inspira-
tional literature but thata complele
recovery is unlikely.

“They say in sexual abuse that
healing is a spiral—that it's never
going to get way up there liKe you
want it to,” she said. “It’s going to
be there for the rest of your life
because you don't forget it You
can forgive, but you can't forger”

Forgiving, bowever, isn’teasy
in the light of the trauma that she
says stems from a priest who was
“teaching our children about God
and also victimizing. them with
sexunal abuse.” She accused Maiers
of harming “secondary victims”
like herself as well as those he
allegedly abused directly,

Although she said there is no
concrete proof that Maiers sexu-
ally abused her brother, Afraid is
convinced by circomstantial evi-
dence resembling revelations by
Jobn Doe that he did so. She said
Roy would not talk about Maiers
but thathe developed “sexual prob-
lems” andlater told his wife thathe
"'was taught to do those things.”

“He would tell me sick things

me watch him do weird things like
play with himself till he got an
erection and masturbate,” Afraid
said,

“My other brother told me
once that Roy alsodid weird things
in front of him and taught him
weird things. He told me (later)
that the things they did were notto
be talked about and would be bur-
ied with my dead brother forever,”

Afraid said both she and her
mother had asked Roy directly if
anything had happened between
him and Maiers and that Roy would
express confusion. “He would
always get into, ‘I don’t know, I
don'tknow,' and he’ dwalk around
in circles real jittery,” she said.

Chlldhood Incidents

Afraid sajd Maiers’ alleged
abuse occurred when Roy, who
was two years older than she, was
a third-grader in what is now the
St. Joseph Laboratory School and
analtar boy at the church. She sald
her family lived in St. Joseph until
she finished the sixth grade and
they moved to Monticello,

“My mother had always
thought that my brother had been
abused by Brennan, and she
brought this thought up more than
a few times,” she said. “Things
just were not right the way they
happened whenmy brother was an
altar boy.

aboutthenunsandpriestsand make . “Brennan would always call
No experience necessary

Call 253-2910 for details

my brother to serve at the last
minute. My brother would try 1o
fight going and would cry, but my
mother, who was very Catholic,
told him if he was to sign up to be
an altar boy he was to listen to
Brennan and be there at church
when be was needed.

*My poor Mom justcringesat
the thought that she made him go
in and serve.” :

Afraid said her mother felt
that Roy initially enjoyed his posi-
tion as altar boy but that “some-
thing happened as he and Brennan
became (oo close.” She said her
mother noted that Roy suddenly
didn’t want to perform his duties
or even go to church and that he
started having trouble in school,

Afraid said the nuns at school
reported that Roy was “cither
jumping all over and couldn’t sit
still or was lost and lackadaisical
and would just sit and stare withno
interest at all."”

She said berotherbrother, one
year younger than Roy and alsoan
altar boy in the St. Joseph church,
once heard Malers screaming and
swearing at Roy in a room in the
church, Herbrother sald Roy came
out of the room crying but would
not explain what had happened.

“Y have a strong belief be (her
otherbrother)is hiding something,”
she said. “He knows something,
but he ain’t talking.”

On another occasion, Afraid
said, Roy was caught stealing bost
wafersatthechurchand thatMaiers
was furious, She said Maiers (irst
called her. parents to ask that Roy
be punished but called again later
to say that any action on their part
was unnecessary because he
(Maiers) already had punished the
boy.

During that time Maiers went
toNew York “to get some counsel-
ing,” according to Afraid, and he
wrote several letters and cards to
Roy from there, She said Roy
“didn’t want anything to do with
thoseletters,” which she said con-
tained questions about Roy's life
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no information about himseif
what he was doing.
Afraid interpreted the corre-
as threats 1o keep Roy
about their relationship,
The Newsleader contacted
by telephone at St. Scho-
Priory, but he refused to
aboul the accusations against
Hessaid, “I'd rathernot talk to
I don’t appreciate what you
because I don’t think it’s help-
to try things in the newspa-

“I think it’s very unfortunate,
that’s why we have a court
" he said. “I would love to
in my defense; but my
says [ should not.”
Malers remembered |
Afraid said she remembers
as a “kind of nicer-looking
kind of handsome with nice
" Shesaid, “Weall have good
and Brennan has a good side
him, too, but all the good he has
him doesn’t excuse the bad.”

“Idon’thaveany righttojudge

because that's God's decision

* she said. “Bul for whathe

1 bave a hard time believing

this man believes in the same

that T do...I can’t see him
apriest”

Afraid said she wants to con-

Maiers now and lell him
of the wide-ranging
cffects of his alleged actions.

“Alll wanttodois look at this

face-to-face and say, ‘You're

to listen to what I have to

" she said. “I don'teven need

response, [just want him to know

went through and what my

brother went through because of
him.

“I'm not going to ask him for
nothing. I don’t wantnothing from
that man...1 just want him to be
aware of the pain he's caused and
the lives he's screwed up.”

Afraid said she tried this year
to arrange a meeting with Maiers
through Fr. Jerome Theisen, abbot
of St. John’s Abbey, and Maxine
Bamett-Cemele, executive direc-
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tor of the Central M Task
Force on Battered Women who
works with the St. Clond Diocese
on cases of sexual abuse,

Afraid said Theisen and Bar-
neut-Cemele at first were under-
standing and sympathetic with her
situation and told her a meeting
with Maiers would be amranged.
When they leamed of John Doe's
lawsuit, however, she said their
positions changed and any meet-
ing with the Duluth priest was
suddenly out of the question.

‘Do you know,” she said,
“how many times I almost got into
the carand drove up to Duluth just
toknockon hisdoor and say, ‘Hey,
I'm here, you talk to me, Pretend
I'm one of your parishioners or
oneofthe nunsandjustsitdown.””

Afraid believes that Maiers’
seladonship with Roy ultimately
caused her brother's deterioration
and death and led to her problems
first with Roy and later with her
husband.

“I know all too well how he
(Roy) fel,” she said, “because 1
felt the same way—only towards
my brother—a litUe later in life.”

She said Roy became a “very
mixed up svicidal man who al-
ways went to counselors to see
what was wrong with him."” He
was a drug addict, compulsive
spender and rebellious trouble-
maker, she said, but also a “very
emotional person who would cry
at the drop of a hat.”

_Afraid saidRoy wentto Penn-
sylvania to try to start anew but
was killed in a fall with two other
construction workers from a perch
on a high-beam. She gaid-he “died
trying to get his life together.”

Victim becomes victimlzer

Thatlife tumed sourat the age
of 8 and 9 during his alleged in-
volvement with Maiers, according
to Afraid. She said her brother soon
thereafler tumed his pain, shame,
anger and vialence on herand that
her life in wm has been severely
traumatized.

AfraidsaidRoy began to abuse
her when she was in the second or
third grade and that he raped her
five or six times before she was 13,
She said he ance ripped up a new
doll hermother had bought for her
and told her with conviction, “This
iswhat I'm going to do to you next
il you tell anyone™ what had hap-
pened.

“Ireally cannotremember o0

sexual, and it made me sick.

“I don"t remember too many
details of the abuse, but the ones
do remember are 100 scary, sick
and shameful to write out on

and I start 1o get flashbacks and
body memories again...

“Ifelt so ashamed and guilty
that when I was threatened not to
tell anyone, I didn’t. [ held in this

t for and filthy
vilty was  itwas
partmy fault. ] watched as both of

our lives headed straight toward
hell, and it just went on. T used 1o
pray that my brother would die or
just go away.”

Afraid sald she tried to com-
mit suicide at age 13 after Roy
raped her in the bathroom of their
home shortly before he enlisted in
the Amy. She swallowed all the
pllls she could find but was discov-
ered soon thereafter and induced
to expel them,

“I was going 1 get back at
them (her family),” she said, “
was going to die thatnight in front
of him (Roy) and he was going to
have to tell my Mom and Dad
why.”

She said she attempted sui-
cide again on three different occa-
sions by swallowing pills once

cutti

gher
In a continuing attempt to destroy

herself, she said she also used to
cat poison and pull her hair out in
clumps,

Afraid said she broke the se-
cret of Roy's violence: ber

ye

ne
at a family:party. She said her
sister later leamed of itand told her
mother, '

“T felt bad,”" she said, “be-
cause she (her sister) bad to do the
dirty work that I should have done
years ago."”

Afraid said hermotherreacted

her xpressed
port than her
him into a saint.”
Afraid said, “She stuck up for
bim and that really hurt me,”
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self-esteem as well as her virgin-
ity, Afraid said, and she came to
believe shedeservednobetter. Her
marriage later to a Monticello man
who beat, abused and raped ber
was the worst example of her con-
scious self-destruction.

“My husband physically and
verbally abused me from day one,”
she saidofherfirstand only spouse,
with whom she lived for 15 years
and was married for 12 years be-
fore their divorce last year. “T
wanled to find someone who would
treal me the way I felt because I
didn®t think I was ever going to be
deserving,

“Sometimes I feet like'mmy
own worstenemy and T have a way
of beating myself up all by my-
self.”

Afraid said her husband once
threatened to kill her with a knife
and on one occasion threw her
down the stairs in her home, leav-
ing her alone and bleeding until
one of her brothers found ber and
took her to the hospital,

The egregious nature of
Afraid’s victimization and the

indelible scars it has left on her

body andmind have convinced ber
of the need to reveal ber story. She
said she proposed this interview
with the Newsleader to encourage
other victims to dotbe same so that
they and society as a whole can
face the stark reality of the prob-
lem of sexual abuse.

"I learned to meet it head on
and go through it,” she said. *I
started to leamn to cry again and to
let down all those ugly defenses
and say, ‘Yeah, this is whai bap-
pened.”I learned lo accept that [
was really barmed and 1o find out
in what ways and try to fix them.
I've got a lot of stuff to fix.”

Afraid criticized St Joseph-
area residents who have not been
as receptive 10 such revelations,
She said she is angry about recent
letters to the Newsleader express-
ing dislike for its publication of
graphic details in the John Doe
interview,

“Doyou fecl that the coverage
was 100 inappropriate, delailing,
offending and disgusting?” she said
to the letter writers, “Well, how do
you think John Doe, my brother
and feel every moming when we
have to think about the abusive

thinno Neannnn AiAT

"How many of these disgust-
ing details must you hear or read
before you wake up and see what
Brennan has done 10 his victims
and try to pull togetherand support
these victims so they can shed some
of their pain, shame and guilt?”

'Heallng beglns with support’

In response to one writer who
asked, “When does the healing
begin?,” Afraid said, “The healing
could probably start if some of you
people could begin 10 listen and
understand and try to support these
victms.”

“It took a lot of guts (for John
Doe) to go through al) tbat pain
again just to alert the wwnspeople
of St. Joe and to find out if there are
any othervictims out there who are
still biding and keeping this dread-
ful secret,” she said.

“Iam sure that there are many
other victims out there who cannot
and will not come forward simply
because of how John Doe was
treated...Future victims will never
stangd up for their own rights if the
viclims now are being shoved
around and not heard.”

Afraid also responded to the
Rev. Daniel Taufen, vicar genera)
of the St. Cloud Diocese, wha wrote
to the Newsleader (hat he was
misquoted and quoted out of con-
text in the Jobn Doe article. She
questioned Taufen's assertion that
he was "totally unaware of any
recent revelation (of sexual mis-
conduct) implicating two parish
priests affiliated with the St. Cloud
diocese.”

Afraidsald Taufen, whois the
director of the the diocese’s pro-.
gram dealing with sexual miscon-
duct, should have been aware at
least of ber attempts to get a meet-
ing with Maiers and should have
contacted herabout the matter, She
accused Taufen of being “totally
unaware andblinded to the subject
of sexual abuse” or of supporting

“a big cover-up."” -

“I feel that someone has
brought this to your (Taufen's)
attention and that you chose to
ignore it, or there really is a big
cover-up going on,” she said. “You
can surely call me and walk it over
ifyou would like and try to explain
it to someone who bas tried for a
meeting (with Maiers) and wasnot
heard.”

Meanwhile, in her attcmpt to
straighten out her own life, Afraid
has finally been able to claim that
she is a “survivor.” She said she

basleamed o face herpastin
to build ber future,

“Jam finding outthat ] am not
a weakling, a bitch, a slut, ugly,
stupid, crazy or insane as my bus-
band said and drilled into my head
for 15 years,” she said. “Y am find-
ing my fears, but Iknow now where
they stem from and can work at
them.

“Iam leaming what my weak-
nesses are, but I also know now
that my strengths outweigh them,
and the main proof is that I am still
bere (oday trying (0 sort it all out.”
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Qctober 2, 1992

Very Reverend Dale Nau, Chancelior
Catholic Diocese of Duluth

2830 East Fourth Street

Duluth, Minnesota 55812

Dear Father Nau,

1 enclase the acknowledgment of receipt of the new SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICY
OF THE DIOCESE OF DULUTH.

Before | came to Duluth to be Chaplain at St. Scholastica Priory and a CPE student

at St. Mary's Medical Center, my then Abbot Jerome Theisen informed Bishop Schwietz
of the pending civil law suit against me for sexual misconduct when | was an Associate
Priest in St. Joseph Parish in St. Joseph, Minnesota in the mid 1960's.

Dr. Eli Coleman, head of the Institute of Human Sexuality for the University of Minnesota
did an evaluation of me that concluded that | was not a danger to anyone in pastoral
ministry. He told me that to remove me would be a grave injustice. This report and
judgment was given to Archbishop John Roach where | was working at the time.

Father Abbot told me he shared a copy of that report with Bishop Schweitz after the
case was filed in Stearns County Court on March 21, 1992 of this year.

The Abbot and Bishop Schweitz also agreed to offer me the job being Contract
Chaplain for the Duluth Federal Prison Camp in addition to my duties at the Priory.

| have gone through their security check now and have been given proper authorization
as a Contract Chaplain with the ability to be unescorted when | come for Catholic
Services and visits with inmates there.

Even though these safeguards predated the publication of this new policy, it seems
that in my situation there is no further need for investigation and assessment. |If
there is more information that you need, | would be happy to provide it.

| have enjoyed my ministry here in Duluth at the hospital, at the Priory and at the
Prison. | have had great support from all three institutions, as well as from Bishop
Schweitz, This is greatly appreciated.

Our election for our new Abbot at St. John’s will take place Thanksgiving Day,
November 26 and continue through Saturday, November 2Bth if necessary. As you
know Abbot Jerome Theisen, O.S.B. was elected to be Abbot Primate of the whole
Benedictine Order in Rome a few weeks ago.

Sincerely in Christ,

Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
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DIOCESE OF DULUTH
2830 E. 4th St.
Duluth, MN 55812
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ation I have provided on this questionnaire is accurate to the best of my

Iunderstand that all information supplied on this form is confidential,

4
P4

(This form is used for a Religious Superior or Bishop of a priest/religious requesting to
join or to continue working in the diocese)
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U.S. PEFARTMENTCF JUSTITT
Federal Bureau of Prisons

Federal Prison Canmp

Duluth., MN 586814

January 12, 1993

Sister Rosemary Ferguson, O.P
St. Mary's C.P.E. Center

407 East 3rd st.

Duluth, MN 55805

Dear Sister Rosemary;

This letter is a report on Fr. Brennan Maiers' work here at the
Federal Prison Camp, duluth, MN. Fr. Brennan has been here since
June 7, 1992, when he was appointed to replace Fr. Kerry Sopoci as
the Catholic Priest.

Fr. Brennan comes out to the camp two to three times each week.
Oon Sunday mornings he does Mass at 8:30 a.m. On tuesday evenings
(at least twice/month) he drives a volunteer up here from St.
Scholastica to do a Spanish Bible Study. While Sr. Anita is here,
Brennan sees inmates on a one—-to-one basis. On Thursdays, Brennan
is here from 1:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m. He has one-to-one counseling
sessions at 1:00 p.m., a Catholic Invitation Class at 2:00 p.m., a
meeting with myself at 6:00 p.m. and then an informal discussion
group at 7:00 p.m.

As I have indicated above, I meet with Fr. Brennan once each week
for about an hour. During this time he shares with me how things
are going as well as any ideas, wants and/or dreams he has. This
meeting schedule was initiated by Brennan and has turned out to be
very helpful to both of us.

I have been very pleased with Fr. Brennan's work these past six
months. He has brought energy and vitality to his ministry here at
F.P.C. Duluth. I find him to be open, generous and willing to
cooperate in a shared ministry to the men here. In my Seven years
as a prison chaplain, I have never worked with a contract person
who was more security conscious as well as open to all manner -of
people and faiths. I sincerely believe Fr. Brennan has made a
great and vital contribution to the ministry here since he began.

Sincerely,

ing Midthun,
Chaplain
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LAKE SUPERIOR ASSOCIATES, P.A.

Fatls E. Keeling, M.D. Seliwood Bullding, Sulte 700, 202 West Supearlar St., Duluth, MN §5802 (218) 726-1008
Psychlatry
arlin, Ph.D,, L.P.
ogy
Mary Graft, M.S.W,, L..C.S.W,
Psychotherapy January 26, 1993
*
yL
&8 Manager

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S8.B.
.Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 58321

RE: Father Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Dear Abbot Kelly:

I have been Father Maiers' psychotherapist for the past
year-and-half, since June 1991. We have met regularly,
about every other week. I have now closed my practice in
order to pursue other professional goals, and I am referring
him to another therapist to continue facilitating hie
personal growth.

As you know, Father Brennan has acknowledged that he did
have inappropriate sexual contact with a minor, years ago as
a parish Priest., I am writing because you need to know
whether or not he continues to be at risk for this type of
behavior.

We have discussed his sexual history in great detail,
repeatedly. We were continually dealing with issues
related to sexual abuse, given the active court case and
multiple newspaper articles during this time. We were
frequently reviewing past relationships with regard to
interpersonal boundaries. In all of this work he was
forthcoming, genuine, honest, and willing to face painful
material with my support and with only a normal amount of
ambivalence.

He became newly aware of a number of details and issues as a
result of all this work, But no other instances of sexual
abuse have come to light, despite active searching. (And
indeed, apparently no other victims have come forward,

despite "+ active newspaper campaign encouraging
this.)

He remains remorseful about the abuse which he perpetrated
on It c¢learly had an effect on him at the
time, making him uncomfortable and causing him to avoid any
other such intimaciee with parishioners. He continues to
feel frustrated with how the legal process has precluded his
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participating in therapeutic work towards heal ing.

He has become very sensitive towards and aware of
interpersonal boundaries in everyday life, and this has
changed how he conducts his ministry. He has also become
.aware of the many subtle ways in which “victim-perpetrator”
interactions can be set-up and acted-out in daily life. He
is now more comfortable with his sexuality and with his
decisions regarding sexual behavior.

Given his growth since the abuse came to light, further
abuse is not at all likely. He is probably now LESS likely
than the average person to perpetrate sexual abuse.

It is very important to understand that this man is NOT a
pedophile. Persons with pedophilia notoriously fail
treatment, and repeatedly re-offend. Unfortunately, due to
recent media attention focused on pedophilic miniaters, ALL
ministers who have abused tend to be inappropriately painted
with that same broad brush, Not everyone who once abuses
aloochol (causing harm to self and others) goes on to develop
a pattern of repeated, compulsive drinking. The same goes
for sexual abuse,

I think that you can safely place Father Brennan in any
ministerial position without fear that he will perpetrate
sexual abuse. The only precaution needed would be adequate
opportunity for connection with trustworthy and caring peers
who offer mutual emotional support and feedback. The same
is true for everyone, of course--but is especially
important for anyone working to maintain and extend new
patterns of self-awareness and interpersonal functioning.

Sincer;ly vours,
N4 AL L f i h
ﬂtfgq,T pfe &l Ly L

Faris E. Keelings M.D.  { b

cc: Father Brennan Maiers
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

S February 1993

Father Brennan C. Malers, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Father Brennan,

sl bu urel ! i d ut re

sl th I an i i i s usy
of , I st s e t on time I
do to e co s c t s en can
cl the or a n i t t do t

really mind the interruptions either.

Thanks for your earliexr note to me (your long-term memory
may be tested here to remember that). I do appreciate
your prayers and your support.

This Friday I leave for Mexico and the abbots' meeting
there and next month I head for Japan to visit the
brethren there. The Bahamas will have to wait until next

fall. I got a letter from Father Kieran morning and
it looks like my time will be quite well n while I'm
there. '

One of these days I'll have to take a drive up to Duluth
and visit. 1I'l1l give you advance warning. 1In the
meantime, keep praying and know that you are in my prayers
as well. .

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S5.B.

TK/Kr

Phone 612 363-2544
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Twin Citles Campus Program in Human Sexuality Stite 180
. ice and € iry Health 1300 Sonth 2nd Street
Department of Family Practice and Community Hea, Minneapolis, MN 55454

Medical School
612-625-1500
Fox: 612-626-8311

February 17, 1993 7

Abbott Timothy Kelly, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Re: Father Brennan Maiers, O.S.B.
Dear Abbott Kelly:

Several years ago I evaluated Father Brennan Maiers regarding whether he, in his pastoral
role, was a danger to anyone. I directed my evaluation to Father Kevin McDonough of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. That letter was dated May 10, 1990.

At that time, I had no evidence of any psychological conflict and did not feel that Father
Maiers, in his pastoral role, was a danger to anyone, as far as I could determine.

He had gone through extensive counseling in the past with Dr. Rosner over questions
regarding his sexuality. He seemed to have a good understanding of his sexuality and 1
determined there was no need for any psychotherapy due to any psychosexual conflict or
disorder. I was impressed that Father Maiers was a sincere, committed individual and priest.

As you might know, Father Maiers came to me initially seeking assistance in dealing with
recent accusations of sexual misconduct that occurred 20 years previous to my evaluation.
Father Maiers was deeply concerned about trying to be helpful to this young man who had
made these accusations. Father Maiers was very willing to undergo counseling to guide him
in this process. We were prepared to work with the previous Abbott at Saint John's who was
working with this young man and his counselor. It was hoped that we might be able to
resolve this young man's current difficulties through a counseling process.

As you probably know, this then became a legal matter and precluded an opportunity for
Father Maiers to follow this approach. He was then in a position of having to defend
himself.

At that time, Father Maiers was handling the situation fairly well. His need for counseling at
that point was for adjustment to the trauma of these allegations and the lawsuit that threatened
his entire career, ministry, and self respect. I was impressed that he was handling the
situation very well and felt that he should be given all the support that the Archdiocese and
the Abbott could give him. I felt it would be very unfortunate to remove him from his
current position.
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Father Maiers has kept me briefly up to date with his progress in correspondence to me over
the years. I recently received a letter from him letting me know that the civil court case,
which was brought against him, had been dismissed after negotiating a settlement. As part of
the settlement, 1 understand that there was a request that he meet with the complaintant, |

his therapist, and his current psychiatrist. 1 understand from Father Maiers
that since then there have been further accusations and it is questionable whether it would be
in his best interest to meet with at this time. These are decisions for Father
Maiers, his lawyer, and his current psychiatrist,

I also received a letter that was written by his psychiatrist to you. I have reviewed that letter
and I find that his evaluation concurs with my previous evaluation.

Given my evaluation and the evaluation of Faris Keeling, 1 have no concerns of Father
Maiers' safety in working in a parish and other ministry. In fact, I am more concerned that
Father Maiers not be afforded the opportunity of continuing his ministerial duties.

I hope this information is helpful to you and to Father Maijers. If I can be of any further
assistance, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

! ¢

'Eli Cojeman, Ph.D., L.C.P.
Director and Associate Professor
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Twin Clfies Campus Program in Human Sexuality

Department of Family Practice and Community Health
Medical School

February 17, 1993

Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B,
St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Brennan:

Suite 180
1300 South 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55454

612-625-1500
Fax: 612-626-8311

1 received your letter dated 2 February 1993, I was pleased that your civil court case had
been settled but disturbed to hear of your continuing difficulties. I have written a letter to
Abbot Timothy Kelly as you requested and would be glad to help you in any other way that
you feel I can be of assistance. I continue to support you and hope that the healing can
begin,
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March 19, 1993

Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot

St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Kelly,

I want to thank you for your letter of January 5, 1993, which should suffice for
your assignment of priests for substitute and weekend assignments in the
e of Duluth. I ap iate your assistance in helping us comply with our
Misconduct Pol

Currently we have been reviewing all allegations and questions of sexual
misconduct with our Sexual Misconduct Investigation Committee, which is
posed of a lawyer, [ worker, cli psy ist and ph an. Atits
ting on March 19, 1 the membe this ittee were cerned
with the sexual misconduct case involving Father Brennan Maiers, OSB. The
committee has decided that we need to ask again for the documentation
requested in my letter to you of November 11, 1992,

It is the discernment of this committee that before the Diocese can continue the
confirmation of your appointment of Father Maiers for ministry in our Diocese
that we would need to review: 1) a copy of the initial evaluation and the

me 2)a of rren luation and indication of
ort ent; in n of her aftercare is being
an n mi 4)
of athe
fe losu

Diocese to comply with section 6.3 of its Sexual Misconduct Policy:

Religious or ecclesiastical superiors will submit to the Vicar
General a statement for all religious and/or clerics of other
jurisdictions who work for the Diocese indicating whether or not
allegations of sexual misconduct have ever been made against
them. If any allegations have been made, the Vicar General will
ascertain the suitability of that cleric for continued ministry in the
Diocese by investigating the allegations and providing a written
report to the Bishop.
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recommend to Bishop Schwietz that there be a restriction on the faculties
granted to Father Maiers.

feel welcome in ministry here in the Diocese of Duluth.

Ou al counsel usina d ry 27, that the licy
bet nthe Dioc aint Clo d had n ncompl d.
vi e
hi it
F t

[
the policy that has been promulgated for the Diocese of Duluth.
ould like to talk

lamon
vacation.

May God continue to bless you in your ministry.

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. David Tushar
Vicar General
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

April 13, 1993
Dear Father Abbot Timothy,

Here are the reports that I think will help you

answer the questions from the Diocese of Duluth:

a) Letter to Abbot Jerome of July 6, 1990 that
includes the official report of my evaluation to the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis of May 10,
1990.

2. Internal MEMO'S of Kevin McDonough to the
Archbishop Roach regarding early determination of
my safety by his phone call to two experts:

a) Dr. Richard Rosner of New York
b) Dr. Eli Coleman of University of Minnesota

3. Letter I sent to Chancellor, Rev. Dale Nau of the

9
4. o -

I hope this will give you sufficient documentation for

your understanding and sending to Duluth. My only

hesitancy about the internal memo's is the precedent

and this is not really asked for by Duluth Diocese. I

include them more for your information and files.

May Easter continue to take root in our hearts that
new life can arise from the grave of the past! Be

happy to see you in Duluth. o Lo

@u.‘,q,uwb 0136
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8t. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Dututh, Minnesota 55811

April 30, 1993

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B. and Abbey Social Justice Committes,

St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Timothy and Social Justlce Committee,

c | lectlons
st year
m ] o the men
r.D n's at
Iso pr b
In of

wing larger and | was able to also obtain
some Spanish Blbie Study Aids that was much appreciated. Sister Anita Jennison, a
Franclscan Sister from Little Falls volunteered to run a Bible Study in Spanish, A new
Easter Candle and other Ilturglcal extras were made possible due to this support,

During the budget cuts at the Prison, the financlial support that came from the St. John's
Sunday Community Eucharist In August enable us to enhance and malntain the level of
ministry. So the men and | are Indeed Indebted and grateful.

So | would like to ask again for this wonderful support to the Prison Ministry here in
Duluth by designating one of Sundays for that purposs.

| b Y PR AM of p ministry w  n the
P th has for my ning. Ther re |
a @ prison system. But there are needs for
at wo a unlque mi  ry withln the Prison em.
, t ng lity for train of Inmates and out h to
of in ©- ng & prison term beyond a r. Coming
into the Prison Is ab ring exper and peer support in the n of Christ
would make a dif e, is no stra ger to family members of prisoners. On

Easter morning a mother of an inmate had her car roli aver in the ditch and died. This
past week a father lost a ten year old eon In a tragic accident, THE BEFRIENDER
MINISTRY would be a great bisssing in these tough experiences,

Thank you for considering this request! God bless you for your support of 1992

Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Brennan Malers,
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FOR THE SOLE CONSIDERATION of
receipt of which I

hereby acknowledge, I fully and forever release and discharge The
Order of St, Benedict of the Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a St.
John's Abbey, The Diocese of St. Cloud, Father Brennan Maiers,
Security Insurance Company of Hartford/Connecticut Specialty !
Insurance Company, members of the Orion Capital Cos., Continental
Insurance Company, their agents, employees, heirs,
administrators, executors, successors, and assigns, and all other
persons and organizations who are or might be liable, from all
claims for all damages which I sustained as a result of the
incident which is the subject of the lawsuit filed in Stearns
County District Court, Court File No. €9-92-993, entitled John A.
Doe v. Th

Tl P | X

I.

By executing this Release, I agree that:

1. ¥Claims" includes demands, actions, and rights of
action and also includes all claims which I now or hereafter may
have arising out of, in consequence of, or on account of said
accident.

2. "Damages" includes damages for personal injury; bodily
injury; sickness; disease; pain, suffering and emotional injury
and damage; death resulting from such injury, sickness, disease,

or damage; injury to or destruction of property; damages for care
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and loss of services arising from such injury, sickness, damages,
or disease; damages for loss of use of property because of its
injury or destruction; and all other damages of whatever kind or
nature.

1I.

I expressly intend and agree that this Release applies to
all of my claims arising from said accident, including, but not
limited to, claims for known, unknown, latent, developed and
undeveloped injuries; anticipated and unanticipated consequences,
and known and unknown developments of any of such injuries; and
claims as respects the nature, extent and permanency of any of
such injuries.

IIT.

I expressly agree to satisfy any liens, now claimed or which
could be claimed relative to this matter, from the above noted
proceeds of settlement and to defend, indemnify and hold harmless
the released parties from any such claims.

IvV.

In executing this Release, I am relying on my own judgment,.
belief, and knowledge as to all phases of my claims, and I am not
relying on representations or statements made by any of the
parties herein released, anyone representing them, or any
physicians or surgeons employed by them.

V.
I acknowledge that said sum is paid in compromise and

settlement of disputed claims, that payment thereof shall not be
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construed as admission of any liability whatsoever by any of the
parties herein released by whom liability is expressly denied.
VI.

If more than one person has executed this Release, the
consideration paid shall apply jointly to all such persons. All
other provisions shall apply separately to each such person. The
word "person" as used in this paragraph includes natural persons,
firms, associations, organizations, and corporations.

VII.

The parties agree that the existence of this Release and its
terms and conditions are to be held in strict confidence.

John A. Doe and their
attorneys, agree not to disclose the existence of this agreement,
its terms and conditions to any individual, except to their
attorneys, accountants, tax consultants, state and federal tax
authorities or as may be required by law: and The Order of 5t.
Benedict of the Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a St. John's Abbey,
The Diocese of St. Cloud, Father Brennan Maiers, Security
Insurance Company of Hartford/Connecticut Specialty Insurance
Company, members of the Orion Capital Cos. and Continental
Insurance Company, and their respective attorneys, also agree not
to disclose the existence of this agreement except as is
necessary to their accountants, auditors, state and federal tax
authorities, their managers, officers and board of directors, or
board of trustees, insurers, attorneys or as may be required by

law.
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2,

Dated:

12—
Dated: /"’? ;

/2
Dated: w7 REINHA  AND
By
57
Attorney for Plaintiff,
John A. Doe
E-1400 First Nat'l Ba Bldg.
332 Minnesota Street
Sst. Paul, MN 55101
612/227-9990
'
Date: By:

Kenne ( 101965
Attorney for Defendant, The
Order of St. Benedict of the
Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a
St. John's Abbey

2600 Eagan Woods Drive, #450
Eagan, MN 55121
612/454-0022
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pate: | A AR '?)Q" STICH/. Z , KREIFLER & MUTH
o

By:

Robert Stich,’
Attorney for Defendant,
Father Brennan Maiers
Suite 120, The Crossings
250 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401
612/333-6251
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Date: a{ = ':; //(:?) ‘2/ ’;‘?:(‘Z/ i ,.1)-

Roger~R. Schmitt
Attorney for Defendant
The Diocese of St. Cloud
Box 1752

St. cloud, MN 56302
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Date: ’ 2;/ } 3{/ 7)/

Attorney Deféndant,
The Diocese of St. Cloud
7600 Parklawn Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55435
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B - =
Date: ’ / ‘7.:/ CONTINENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY
‘I T ; <
By: } .)j&/n,( Lok
ts ! ol )=
8
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&
Date: 9% 3 /73 SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY OF
7 HARTFORD/CONNECTICUT SPECIALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, MEMBERS OF
THE ORION CAPITAL /}05.

L) fziesec
D

Its
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May 6, 1993

Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot

St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Kelly,

22,
etter of
ers, OSB. On behalf of the committee, I
want to thank you for providing the documentation the comumittee requested. It was
very helpful to the committee and its need to make a recommendation to Bishop
Schwietz.

I am pleased to report the committee's recommendation was that full and unrestricted
faculties continue to be granted to Father Brennan Maiers, OSB. Bishop Schwietz has
accepted that recommendation. Enclosed is a pagella of those faculties, in the event a
copy was not given when Father Maiers began ministerial work in our diocese.

Iam unaware if you have discussed this matter with Father Maiers. We have not
discussed this review with him, so I would ask that you discern the most appropriate
way for him to be notified of this decision. If I can be of any assistance, please let me

know.
Thanks again, Abbot Kelly, for your cooperation and help in this matter.

With prayers that God will grant you many blessings during the Easter Season, I am,

Sincerely in Christ,

A ~ /_‘
Rev. David Tushar
Vicar General

Encl.

cc: Most Rev. Roger L. Schwietz, OMI

DIOCESE OF DULUTH

-
2830 East Fourth Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55812
Tel: (218) 724-9111 Fax: (218) 724-1056
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St. Scholastlca Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

May 12, 1993

Dear father Abbot Timothy,

Just a note to ask for your prayers as | meet with and hls therapist,

next Wednesday afternoon, May 19, 1993 In St, Cloud. Dr. Farls
Keellng has aareed to accompany me In this mesting which | hope will be a healing
onhe for This is a meeting | suggested from the very beginning three
years ago. But | guess it was not timely for him then.

| know that Doctor Ell Coleman from University of Minnesota told- me that those who
go the legal route abandoned the healing mode for the duration of the iegal scenarlo.
One of my priest friends from Minneapolis sald the same thing but more dramatlcally.
He sald the victim needs to remain sick and victimized durihg the litigation time span.
That healing during this time frame Is out of the realm of.possibility untli that route is

finlshed.

My Intention Is of course to be a part of healing mode and hopefully

this long-awalted meeting wlll do that. | just wanted you to know that so might send
some spiritual healing energy my way on May.19th, the day before Ascenslon Thursday.

Hopefully, can get on wlith his life, Since | talked to you, you may not
have known that in addition to the Phll Donahue Show, ’ was also on the
McNell/Lehrer Report as part of a support group. Nelther tne appey's hame nor my
hame was mentloned on national T.V, In either situation. For that | am grateful.

'm looking forward to my days of Retreat at the Abbey.

Sincerely In the Risen Lord,

%0;@

Rev. Brennan Ma'le'rs. 0.S.B.
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SAINT JOHN'’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

13 May 1993

Reverend Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, MN. 55811

Dear Father Brennan,

Enclosed is the pagella of faculties for the diocese of
Duluth. I am happy to report that in a letter dated May
6, 1993, Father David Tushar, Vicar General, informed me
that the committee that reviewed our request that you be
given and/or continue as an assigned member of our commu-
nity working in the diocese of Duluth has approved the
request. The pagella is given in case it was not given
you earlier. This step is out of the way and I believe it
clears another hurdle from your path and should help
return things to normal.

I got your letter thlS mornlng and I am glad that this
next step with ~ is now being taken. Surely it
will be painful in its own way but I hope and pray that it
will be truly and deeply healing for him and for you. I
will keep this event in prayer.

Father Michael Marx's funeral and Father Giles Nathe's

funeral went well. Both have sisters at Saint Ben's and
both funerals gave evidence of the growing CLO&@r Lela—

I look forward to seeing you at retreat time. Peace.

Sincerely in Christ,

TK/kr

Enclosure

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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St. Scholastlca Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

August 4, 1993
Feast of St. John Vianney

Dear Abbot Timothy Kelly,

1 was reading the new biography of Thomas Merton the other day by a friend
and poet (SONG FOR NOBODY) and saw that one of the Abbots of Gethsemanl was

Timothy Kelly. (Monastic trivia question?)

Here are the notes that | took from Abbot Simon of the Silvestrlan Benedictines. He-
lives in Rome and ls a marvelous character who inspired me with having his fest on the

ground and asking great questions. | like his emphasis that our first responsibllity Is to
be pe of the Gospel for that s where the power of Benedictinism comes from. It
made e that we were founded out of a ( ood deal of romanticism as well as new

impulse towards liturgy and studies. | also Ilke the idea that crisis is a judgment on us
that we need to listen to. | hope you enjoy these poor notes. | don't take excellent
ones but there Is enough to be able to stimulate thought and reflection. At least It

turns me on.

Thanks for -your visit to us In Duluth. | enjoyed your dreaming of new ministries. As you
wlli see the outreach aspect of Benedictinism has always been controversial. But Abbot
Simon and you have a pastoral thrust to your view of monasticism which | feel s
absolutely necessary and essential If we are to be falthful to the Gospel and ourselves.

| know the budget stuff Is an area | have great shame around, | don't drink or do drugs.
| don't go to massage parlors and do anything outstanding. Yet | know that | am not
within the normal range of expenditures. | see my family once a month on my overnight
to the Twin Clties where | attend a priest support group for the last flve years. | eat out
necessarily once a week for breakfast with Eugene as our standard get-together. | also
cannot make evening meal on Thursday when | am at the prison and during year on
Tuesday so | tend to eat at a fast food place or take something In my own room. So
my food budget is also high, My weight fluctuation also Is a problem for need of
clothes. | really do not have a iot of that except maybe ties. | take no long vacations
except to spend a few days with famlly members. When Abbot Jerome let me attend
some cohvivences out East with the Neo-catechumenal Communities that is expensive

as it Is air—fare and hotel/meals. And that is not for vacation but for renewal and
prayer. We spend all day Friday normally In silence and steeped In the Scriptures (to
soak as It were) before an evenlng Penance Service followed by an Agape. Saturday

Is presentations and wark followed by normal Saturday evening Eucharist which takes
two to three hours. Sunday Is another work day beginning with Morning Prayer with a
teaching Included. Work and late afternoon conclusion. Llttle time for fun but | always
enjoy the break. It Is difflcult to get replacement for my work here at the Priory and

at the Prison.

Back to my shame wlith budget. Abbot Baldwin once wrote me that ) was the most
spend thrift monk of the abbey when | was an assoclate at St. Joe. We got $66 a
month and Othmar kept that and send it back to the Abbey and | had to ask for
anything | needed, | was smoking clgarettes then and paid them from my personal
spending money. | did not know that most of the monks just went to the common
supply. Abbot Baldwin sald | smoked more than any other monk. He sald he took no
further responsibility for my interpretation of the vow of poverty. | guess | am still
stunned from that experlence. So for years | felt personally excused from glving a
report even. When Abbot John was elected | did fee!l | should glve some kind of
accounting. | really don't want to lle but yet want to give an accounting. What can |
say-~I'll try to do better, but as AA "TRYING IS LYING". /
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

November 26, 1993

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Even though THANKSGIVING has come and gone, one of the persons | thanked the Lord
for was you and your minlstry to our community! | believe that Thanksglving and

gratitude are always in season and appropriate.

| recently with the help of Sister Joan Braun, 0.5.B. became a published author, It is
not something that will be ih much demand although those who use it seem to
appreciate it. The enclosed booklet, AFFIRMING QUR DARKNESS AND LIGHT, was given
out this past Saturday when the St. Scholastica Community came for Monastic Chapter.

It grew out of a request, as the memo tells, from some of the nuns attending a Penance
Service and wanting a copy of my Examination of Conscience. Since | had many more
than | had used | offered the -whole list. The Interested nuns sald they had never heard
of an Exam that was speclifically for them before. PART Il came as an inspiration that
nuns need even more than a list of sins a series of affirmations. | do feel that this
does fittingly balance the necessarily negative aspect of an Examinatlon of Consclencs.

| thought you might wish to have copy and so { am dropping this in the mail. | continue
to love my ministry here at the Priory and at the Prison and also to be available for
Father Eugene when he must travel with his new reponsibilities in the NACC.

Blessed Advent to you and know that you are kept in my prayers.

Sincerely In St. Benedict,

Brennan Malers, 0.5.B.
Chaplain
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SAINT SCHOLASTICA PRIORY
KENWOOD AVENUT
DULUTH, MINNEWOTA SEBI

January 13, 1994

Rt, Rev, Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.
St. John's Abbey '
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

As you know Father Brennan Malers has written a pamphlet, AFFIRMING OUR DARRNESS AND
LIGHT: A HELP ‘FOR ONGOING CONVERSION. I feel that it is very good and that many sisters
in other communities would apprecilate it as our sisters do. I would like to publish
it with a copyright by Prioxy Books.

I assure you that this is not a big publishing press like the Liturgical Press, but it
serves our purposesa. I started Priory Books for sisters who were having difficulties
in getting their manuscripts published by commercial companies. My only interest is
getting materials to sisters throughout the United States and Canada who would profit
with our publications., I do feel that Father Bremnan's book would serve such a purpose-

a help for ongoing conversion.

We appreciate Father Brennan and what he does for us. We hope that he likes it here as
we would not want him to go elsewhere. As for monetary gains with a book like this,
they would be minimal. I would be glad to pay Father a royalty. I hope that you will
give me your permission to publigh Father's book.

Sincerely ygurs,

“Sister Jegnué Marie Lortie, 0.S.B.
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AFFIRMING OUR DARKNESS AND LIGHT
A HELP FOR ONGOING CONVERSION

BY
BRENKEN MATERS, O.S.B., CEAPLAIN

ST. 'SCHOLASTICA PRIORY
DULUTH, MINNESOTA
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MEMO TO: MEMBERS OF ST- SCHOLASTICA PRIORY
AND SPECIAL FRIENDS

FROM: BRENNAN MAIERS, 0.5.B.

After the Lenten Communal Penance serv-
ice here at the Priory, some of the sisters
asked me for a copy of the Examination of Con-
science that I had used. When I mentioned
_that I had over fifty such ideas on my word

processor, Sister Joan Braun agreed to help
me edit and arrange them according to topics.
For this painstaking task, I am profoundly

grateful.

One day as 1 was returning from visiting
my family in Hutchinson, the 1ldea occurred to
me that what the sisters needed was not more
gelf-castigation with newly formulated sins,
but a complement to the Examination of Con-
science called AFFIRMATIONS. I believe that
we need Lo affirm our God-=given goodness jusl
as we need to admit our shortcomings. Hence,
the title, AFFIRMING OUR DARKNESS AND OUR LIGHT.

i This booklet is offered to you as an ald,
and a tentative one at.that, for your spiri-
tual growth. 1 would appieciate  your Eeedback
and suggestions. I believe that in the long
run, these affirmations will prove to be a
helpful tool in releasing Lthe positive spirit
of God within your being.

1 do not presume to tell you how to use
this booklet. BRut you may find it helpful tn
note especially those items which speak direct-
1y to your heart. I hope that the sharing of
this booklet may be of some small help on our
journey to the TLord who is all Light!

Feast of St. Gertrude, 1993
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BOX
"CQLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA. 56321-2015

o

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

January 14, 1954

Sister Jeanne Marie Lortie, 0.S.B.
Priory Books " -

1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear S8ister Jeanne Marie:

Thank you for your letter of January 13 and for your kind
words about Father Bremnan. We, too, are thankful for
his many gifts. Father Brennan has often commented on
how much he appreciates working with the Saint
Scholastica community. :

You certainly have my permiesicn to publish Fr. Brennan's
pamphlet, AFFIRMING OUR DARKNESS AND LIGHT: A HELP FOR
ONGOING CONVERSION. No doubt you have discussed this
project in detaill with Father Brennan and are proceeding
with his encouragement. I wish you every success with
1t.

Peace and blessings.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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Duluth Federal Prison Camp
Catholic Ministry Program
Saint Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

April 8, 1994

Abbot Timothy Kelly, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot,

What a marvelous Easter joy it was to receive a check of $639.00 to support my work
here at the Federal Prison Camp here in Duluth. This touches me not only for the

ort for this minist God's poor and neglected but for the spiritual
support of me in stry.

Even though the Duluth Federal Prison Camp mi m security and som ils may
t for t of the prisoners I in my
ated thei ly
yre ul. i ) dom

of movement, there are other indignities they must endure within the Prison System.

This contribution will enable to obtain materials need for ministry programs within the

pr and to our li ca) celebr as to av some p
ro s and 4 pture One of to be BE DER Pr
within the Prison so that the inmales can do ry.

1 am so appreciative of this support from the Abbey and those aitending the Sunday
community liturgy. It enables me to do some things and buys some materials that we
would otherwise not have for both our RCIA program and the celebration of our liturgies.
ty da shop of Anger by Dr. Brenning of St. :
1 ca ear ¢ Father iel Durken who on the Book of Revelation

a much misused reading among the Biblical fundamentalists.

Happy Easter to you and thank the committee for support this ministry here in the Federal
Prison System!

Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Brennan Maiers, O S.B.

P.S. 1 enclose a Jetter I just received from a former inmate this week.
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-SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

; BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

‘OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

.
W

!‘ 4
o
o

April 28, 1994

Father Brennan Maiera, 0.S.B.
Saint Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue

Duluth, MN. 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

It was good to hear from you on Apr We did get your
work on the list this year for our y collection and
I'm happy that the collection was od one and that we

could help in your valuable minist t the prison camp.

c ity of men n who oo to a
m ing relatio th St -] st 8.
Sister Mary Reuter, prioress of St Ben's, was there also
and I think we observed some interesting workings of the

Spirit.

I am hoping to be able to make more rounds of our

happen.

We'll see you at least during the retreat. Thanks Ffor
writing.

Sincerely in Christ,

, 0.5.B.

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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April 1, 1994

Dear Father Brennant

I wanted to give you an update, and also thank you for your support
while I was in Duluth. I actually miss the week of Easter with you
because it was the first but not the last that I got so involved with
the week of Easter celebration.

I must s that the Lord has been good to me since I have left. He
has bles me with the return of my children for a visit of 10 days
during spring break and it was as wonderful as I dreamed it would be,
My children found a father that was calm and loving and one that did
not reise his voice toward their small transgressions. My soft voice
was heard by them just as well and over a period of 3 days, I became

their father again. Now even thou d rc was final on
Valentine’s Day, the pain of the d er ed by the love for my
children and the support of my fat d th , and the Lord.

I have nd great support in &8 Moines and have a secure job with
potenti of a large income. ople again respect me for my opinions
and I h not forgotten my gr ing faith and need to love Jesus and

have h love me back. I think the bi st t g I learned during
this p year besides my true faith i  hat do develop frienships
in a p e like Duluth. I continue to nder out and

And I continue to have hope for . and the rest of
the Thursday afternoon crowd. I hope that another pianist better than
I has had the calling and made your job easier.

One thing I can tell you father is that for your k, you do make a
difference. <You are helping the truly needy and loved and
remembered by all that come in touch with your friendship. I consider
myself lucky to be able to know you and I will continue to remember
you 1in my heart. I hope this Easter is a joyful one for you, I for
one will spend it with my folks knowing that June 1, I will see my
children again. Thank you again. And I am still on a-ankle
bracelet until April 21, my last day before freedom, but it is not bad
when you get to sleep with family.

Bless you

0SB MAIERS_00693



St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota, 55811

May 13, 1994

Dear Father Prior Jonathan,

Nothing can fill my heart with terror so much as getting aur annual shests to giva an
account to the Abbey of my financial expenditures and needs for the coming Yyear.
This year Is no exception. Even though the Abbot and | discussed this specific Issue
when he visited with me in Duluth, | have not been able to accompllsh my goals.

So | am baslcally asking for next year what | received this past year.

I have found it easiest ta merely go through my check book and credit card bills of the
past year and categorize what the expenses were. Some | had to guess at what
category to put them Into.

I did buy some sports jackets and trousers again this year due to the fact | dreas
In sult and tie almost every day of the vear. | also note again that | did a lot of
eating out. Maybe with my here this past year increased that,
although | dld eat with many times as well, But then | would
normally bring something which expenses would fall into Apartment Food Suppilises.

| did not have a decent Stereo System so | did splurg and get one with a cablnet to
hold it and my other stuff Ilke T.V. and VCR. | use tapes and CD's for pre-recorded
muslc for Prlson Chapel for those times when there is not other leadaers or musicans.
To prepare for those | need this kind cof system to record from CD or Tape on to another

tape,

Because | too late year in asking to have a collection for my Prison ministry,

| had mor n usual e nses there. This current year | will have some help due to
good collection the Manastery sent me from the Spring Collection for Duluth Prison
Camp. Already it has been helpful to obtaln some Spanish devotional materials that the
Prison daoes not provide. | ses this ministry as an outreach pragram of our Abbey to
the poor and down-and-out,

| perhaps have a tendency to be too generous to others with donations and gifts. | am
trying to curb that in my projections.

I continue to enjoy my ministry here at St, Scholastica. The Sisters have been very

g t the
n n t
p a i h m

a s tine

g
Health Cetner It seams——like emergency anointings etc,

| also love my ministry at the Federal Prison. The guys seams to appreclate my work
there. Almost half of my time there is volunteer, The Federal Prison Camp is always

cutting back.

| am also pleased to be e to help Fr. Eugene out his N work takes him out
of town, He is also a g confrere to me and gen It Is d to be here with
him.
0 P all h y diff ti in
a la i r uth w |
b for | | and en
communityl

Sincerely In Chrlst,

efe
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PERSONAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF BRENNAN MAIERS:
JUNE to MAY, 1993-1994
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

June 28, 1994

Dear Father Abbot Timothy,

There is some relief that I can flnally get some help because you cared enough to call
this past Sunday evening. | am deeply shamed which | hope can be transformed into

healthy humllity.

| want you to know that | did speak to Sister Danile, the Prioress here. She wants to
meet or speak with you while she is at the Monastic Workshop next week. 1 also

spoke to Eu shared my addiction with him. ! badly that he felt he said he
should have I d me better. But that is not his lem but mine.

As promised | Investigated the help available here in Duluth and was truly pleased with
what is avallable. In fact | went to my first Early Bird Morning Gamblers Anonymous
today at 7:30am. | think | cried through most of it but | did speak and share some of
my paln and shame and hurting of the communlty I love. They have given some of
the available resources avallable here. | have that Included in this letter. | am getting
an Initial assessment on Tuesday before | come to see you Wednesday at 1pm.

The other item | have done |s to list my outstanding credit card balances. | am
absolutely horrified and shamed beyond comprehension. Denial just isn't a river In Egypt
as they say. | want you to see this before | come so that you can see the symptom

full extent.

| was pleased to learn that Duluth Is one of the six Minnesota Centers for Gambler
Intervention services. | am pleased to see that they have an OUT-PATIENT program here
for 24 meetings or 3 months duration as described in my Informatlon shest. Rest of the
information is what | have discovered from here,

| want you to know that you have made it much easier for me than | had anticipated
with your outreach and your love. But | also have to tell you that even as we deal with
thls Gambling Addiction, | still have a problem with my personal budget. For the items
on the yearly accounting are not fictitious but real. So that problem stlll remains sven
If we stop the hemorrhaging of the addictlve gambling. We can talk about this on

July 6th.

To say THANKS sounds phony but | am grateful for your caring and tough love!

Sincerely In the Lord,

(3

’
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GAMBLERS INTERVENTION SERVICES
COMPULSIVE GAMBLING PROGRAM GUIDE

PRIMARY CARE

... Session 1. Step 1 - Presentetion
__._ Session 2. Problem Solving
———_ Session 3. Shame and Guilt Lecture
_;__ Session 4. 8Step 1 - Work and F1nancla1
—_ Session 5. Grief Lecture
____ Session 6. Self-Esteem
e Session 7. Step 2 - Lecture
——— Segsion 8. Step 2 - Work
Session 9. Boundarles Lecture

Session 10. 8tress Management — Weditation (Sandy)

:::: Session 11. Step 3 - Lecture
Session 12. Step 3 - Work

—___ Session 13, Addictive Personality and Cross Addictions
——__ Session 14. Financial - L.S.S. .
———_ Session 15. Depression

Session 16. Feelings

——__ Session 17. Step 4 & 5 - Lecture

——__ Session 18. Step 4 & 5 - VWork : !
Session 19. Relapse

Session 20. Treatment Plan Work

Session 21. Treatment Plan Work

Session 22. Treatment Plan Work

""" Session 23. Treatment Plan Work
Session 24. WRAP UP - HMEDALLIONS - GRADUATION & 12 STEP OVERVIEW

Reading and written tasks hetween sessions,
4 -~ Individual sessions with counselor

Clients must be accountable for all sessions.

Mendatory G.A. meetings weekly; abstinence from alcoheol, drugs and
ganbling.

Aftercare — 12 weeks, one night weekly.

Client responsible for scheduling at least 1 family session within
on month of intske.

Rty a3k
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CANMRIERS INTERVENTION SERVICES FEE MLAN
" Each person receiving GIS services is expected Lo participate in their assessment and
treatment plon by obligation of fee for services. Faes are bhased on sliding scale
utilizing the Minnesotn Social Services Income Eligibility Guidelines. Services will
not be denied due te insbility Lo pay and fees are nolt expescted to be financially
restirictive,

Gewbling Assessments ars 1150 per family. Counseling and Group Qutpatient Primary
Treatment fees are based on the guidelines, not to exceed a total of $2,000 for out of
regardless of income. Aftercare Group service fee is $5/per session.
A minimum payment is expected of all clients as follows: §5/per week for DPrimavy
Qutpatient Treatment/Individual /Femily counseling while receiving services. Payment
plarn for assessments only shall be individually determined. A1l cliespnts may receive
a 10% discount for payment of fees at time of service nr if toutel fees are paid by the
time services are completed. No discount is availabhle for persons not completing
treatment services and they are expected to pay the full fee. A $10 fee will be
assessed for "missed” or "broken' appointments with GIS, HOC or CCCS vutside of group

pocket expenses,

services.

MSURANGE:  YES V. NO . 00. & POLICY # _;5,;1;;_,__“}Q‘AR,Q.,._*___W,_"_'_H___'_,_m____"_

G_))AO/ﬂxr\Otrr_\\’Y\awwﬂ_

NaALT
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TREATMENT:

1) Gambler Annoymous: Tuesday Early Morning 7:30am Torrey Building

2) Gambler Annoymous: Wednesday 6pm, Torrey Building

ASSESSMENT SERVICES through the Gamblers Intervention Services 722-CARE:

a) INITIAL SCREENING: GIS free (I bave an appointment on Tuesday, July 5 after group)

b) Full Assessment with MMPI AND HDC: $150.

¢) OUT PATIENT TREATMENT: 24 Weekst at the Gambling Intervention Services
Monday and Wednesday 6pm to 9pm: Full cost for the 24 sessions (3 months) $801.00
Actual cost is $3200 but it is one of the 6 State~-funded Centers in Minnesota

d) There are three In-house T-reatment Centers in Minnesota: St. Mary's in Mips;
Vanguard in Granite Falls, Minnesota; and one in Woodstock, Minnesota which Is

privately funded and has a Christian Emphasis but this Treatment Center is not funded
by State and therefore would be much more expensive.

OSB MAIERS_00700



Gamblers Intervention Services
722-CARE

Lake Superior Area Family Services . g
815 Tomey Bldg, Judy Gaskill, NCPG

Duluth, MN 55802 . Counselor
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A Listing of Credit Card Balances: June 27, 1994
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: Brennap Maiers, 0.5.B.
REBHQHAL ¥ Ah i AL REVORD & pUbage Neme

FORI July 1, 1994 « June 30, 1895 Return ‘to Buperior by: {f May 1994
I CALOULATION OF KONTHLY GHECK THAT WILL BB SENT TO BAINT JOHK'S RBBEY

Monthly Balary Health Allowance/12
‘Retirement Allowance/12 Car Allocwance/12

Retrecat hllownnce/i2 Workshop Allowance

TOTAL MONTHLY BALARY AND 'EENEFITH 8

II. INCOMH OVER AND ABOVE JTANDARD .ALARY AND BENEFIT8 (Keep to Maet‘ixpensasB
clfts Leoctures, Retreats - Stipenda Other

USABLE INCOME §
oFLBADR BERD .DINATIOH AND TRINATION STIPENDS TO THE PRYOR FOR OUR HIBAIONS
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Sti. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

October 4, 1994

Dear Abbot Timathy,

I promised to send you a three monih report this past July. An account of my
expenses for the three months is included.

Today 1 had my first mecting with Jodi Andeison, a professional Credit Counselor with
the Lutheran Socia) Services of Minnesota, 1 had brought my last year's Expenses and
my threc month's expenses as well as an estimation of my income.

We talked through each of (he categorics and she could tell what was reasonable for many
things in my situation Some werc harder for her to make determination and T merely
presented some rationale for various expenses. 1 shared with her those areas about which

you had some questions.

A counle things have chanzed revarding mv income since we talked. Federal Prison are

My TREATMENT PROGRAM AT GAMBLERS INTERVENTION SERVICES has beep going
well, Here are a few of the ropics besides the four Hirst steps | had to work on to help
me get in touch with issues that have fed into my addiction: Paper on WHAT MY TEARS
MEAN? LIST TEN RESENTMENTS AND DISCUSS WITH GROUP. 11OW 1 BLAMED
PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS AS A DEFENSE OF MY LIFE-STYLE, 20 THINGS
THAT 1 ACCOMPLISHED IN MY LIF: AND SHARE WITH PEERS, WHAT 1 WOULD
CHANGE ABOUT MYSELEF, WITY T DESERVE RECOVERY, WRITE PAPER ON HOW MY
GAMBLING CONFLICTED WITIT MY VALUES, A PAPER ON NEED FOR SELF
FORGIVENESS IN TREATMENT,

This was quite an expericnee dojug this writing, T am amazed how old resentinents have
had so much power in my life. In face | was very embairassed when 1 compared that with
all the blessings and advanlages I have had through my family and my Abbey 1 have
entered inlo the Treatment program with sincerity and zeal, ] notice that 1 am no

longer obsessing about gambling. 1 have been faithful to my GA (Gamblers Anonymous)
meetings and have been clean since 1 began Treatment.

I'ean hardly believe it but my three months of treatment are almost over. I will graduate
on Monday, Qctober 17th. We will then once a week AFTERCARL for three months
Besides this we have GA meeling once a week

I am profoundiy grateful for your support during this tine in my life when I am looking
at my addictive behavior in gambling and spending and cating. 1 have enjoyed my work
in Treatment and found the support through other recovering addicts helpful.

Feel free to call my counselor, Judy Gaskill, of Gambler Intervention Services to get a
different perspective.

My ministry is going well. In some sense [ did not the fit the customary addict as 1 was
not in lots of pain, or depressed. Tt has begu a void, black hole in which gambling was
exciting and something totally different frem my ministry for others. My ancient
resentments and submerged anger empowered some of the power of my addiction.

As you know this recovery is an ongoing process. Treatment and its work has been
helpful process in itself. The twelve step program is a good one I find.

Hin in Christ,

R&

- "
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BRENNAN MAIERS PERSONAL BUDGET MADE OUT
WITH THE HELP OF LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES:

CREDIT COUNSELOR, JODI ANDERSON
EXPENSES Monthly Budget Yearly Budget

My Credit Counselor, Jody Anderson, feels this is a reasonable
budget for me. At any rate this is what I am going to try to

follow as my discipline for this year.
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PERSONAL FINANCES OF BRENNAN MAIERS, OSB
July 1 - October 1, 1994:

CATEGORY COST
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Lutheran S

PF MINN ocial Servie,, LSS/Duluth
ESOoTa 500 Ordean Bullding
424 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
COUNSELOS (218) 726-4767

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE OF MINNESOTA

Budyet Worksheet

Name Date /6 - §/" 7 ‘/

Nujber of Dependents Cl Ages of Children

Uping past records, such as xeceipts, statemcenta, and checks, cosplete the
incams section below and the expeaose form' on the following page. Categories
are suggested, please adjust according to your individual needs.

IMNODME =
Source How Often Gross Income Net Income Monthly
Paid Per Check Per Check Net Income
-
Credit Union payment or bond deduction out of check? Amount
Security Balance
BOUSING EXPENSES:
Rent or House Payment Heating Fuel
Home Impg. or Lot Rent Phone: Local
Electricity Long Distance N
Water & Gas "7 Garba
Water Softener T other

SO
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Haircutse/

Tolletries

Med. /Dental

‘Laundromat/Dry Cleaning Aloohollic
Beverageoa
Car: Gas & 0il Cable TV
‘Maintenance
‘Parking |allowancee |
- — [
Bus Pare | Poatage |
- e l
Clothing: Pamily | Bank charges |
= | l
‘Diapers |
- |
Child -care | |
= S l.
ines i : |
f< |
arities | .
<
PRATQDIC - ) 5H
nt Due Cost

‘Auto Insurance
‘Auto Insurance
‘Auto License
Home or ‘Rent-Ins.
‘Property Taxes
‘Llfe Inaurance
Union Dues
Memberehip Dues

~ ;Hogpitalization

Income ‘Tax
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LSS/DULUTH
500 Ordean Building

ONSUMER
REDIT Dot M aBoz
OUNSELING {218) 726-4767
® ERVICE LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE OF MINNESOTA

/10-4-9Y

BUDGET SUMMARY FOR:

CLIENT

t
MONTHLY INCOMEG ¢ s cenvoonn Fuel Resistance.
MONTHLY EXPENSES: Food Stampe,.,..-
HOUSING . v oceauraaa Pes ey WIC, cvinvrnrnans
VARIABLE
PERIODIC ....,.. srsem=eens

TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES...

INCOME REMAINING/SHORT
AFTER MONTHLY EXPENSES...

Ions:

D Wity to 0ld cred? occo wntlo
mmj“ AL Oﬁiﬂ@
al awd
&f NO “TMO AL

¥ 2500 .

a O—
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SAINT ]OHN S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
October 7, 1954

Father Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
8t Scholastica Priory

1200 Renwood Avenue

Duluth, MN 55811

Dear Father Brennan:

Thank you for your letter of October 4, and the accounting of the
past three months' expenses. The treatment program is obviously
doing well for you and I am impressed with the courage you show in
pursuing this program. Your journey has brought yocu to an honeaty
in 1life that is liberating and I'believe that is why you are able
to benefit so richly from the avents of your life.

On Wednesdays I regularly have Mass in the health center and try to
give something of a homily that might fit the folks there. Two days
ago when we had the gospel about the disciples asking Jesus to teach
them to pray I suggested to our confreres there that praying always
doesn't mean using lots of words. It does mean learning how to
listen to the voice of God even in our aches and pains, even in our
dying. Sometimes we need to see our agonies as well as our
ecstacies as part of our prayer life and to recognize that the
journey includes uninterruptedly all of these things. I thank God
for the faithfulness shown to you and for your response of
failthfulness to the God whose love is everlasting.

As you continue to listem to God in your life you will identify your
idols and demons, your substitutions and even injustices. But you
will also come to a clearer and deeper perception of the blessings
that come even through pain -- which makes the blessings of pleasure

even better!

I will, at some point, want to talk more about the budget in light
of your growing self-knowledge, not as a means of getting more
income from you but rathex facilitating growth in that simplicity
of life that identifies how we run from God.

Know you are loved, by God and by me and by this community. Keep
me and all of us in prayer -- as I know you do. Peace.

Sincerely in Chriset,

Kelly, 0.8.B.
TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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St. Scholastica Priory
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Dujuth, Minnesota 55811

November 27, 1994

Dear Father Abbot,

Happy Advent! It was good to see and be with you at Eugene's last weekend. My
Sister-in—law did die Sunday afternoon, Nov. 20th. | went down for the wake on
Tuesday after my Mass at the Priory. Eugene graclously offered to take my Masses at
the Priory for four days—-Wednesday the day of the funeral at Annunciatlon Parish In

MInneapolis--Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. | was privileged to preside at the funeral
for Her seven children took care of her at heme until she died as she did
for my brother, Holy Angels Academy of Richfield where worked for some

twenty-four years did a great job with the music for the Wake and the Mass of
Resurrectlon. Normally peopls may not be as close to an sister-in-law as our famlly
was. She cared for my brother, for 23 years, 6 years of which he was bed-ridden.
She was an icon of falthful love for us all. She never complained then or even In her
own iliness. | was able ta anoint her on three different occaslons. She was a faith—
fllled woman. But it was sad as well as a celebration of her life of love and service,

You might enjoyed the story about my niece who lives here in Duluth who called me
after her Mom died. She sald she had to make a confession. She said that It
was so tough seeing her mother suffer and get weaker and weaker. She prayed to God
to take her. She said she was getting exasperated and she said ta herself: “l knew it.
It is true. God is a mah. He doesn't listen." Then as she thought about it after her
Mom's death, she realized how short it really was—-three months from diagnosis to death.
She sald; "God really did hear her prayers...She really did."

I am ng you my little h of the root meaning of EL SHADDAI. | had cther
stuff too so | merely it all. As chaplain of Benedictine Sisters, they
appreciate any effort and sensitlvity | have for this language problem with God who Is
more than any gender and includes us all. | don't know why some people get so excited
about the feminine face of God. John Paul the First was very clear in hls brief reign
when he said: "God is as much a Mother as a Father." When some of the curial officlal
were shpcked...he explained hs was only quoting Isalah.

| enjoy the Amy Grant Video and went out and got a copy. | think | will give it as
a gift to Sisters here.

My aftercare is going well. My money problems continue n the sense of my ongoing
working with a budget. But | am really am trying to constrain myself especlally with
Christmas upon us. At least | have not gambled since July. | guess this Issue will be
with me as well as my welght problem. But | am working on both.

What a snow storm we are having! Duluth, while we started here later, is going to have
up to 12 inches. Lots of power outagss here and road travel came to a stop!

| love Advent Season with the prophets and the hopefulness of our walting. Beglnning it
with the burlal of Lucille and then a birthday party of my brother Allan who turned 60
on November 25th——Advent has a very personal reallty. To prepare and await the Lord's
coming does not remain an intsllectual thing.

Peare and thanks for yoyr love and support!
n Christ and St. Benedigt,

RS
n C. Maiers, O.8.B
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BIBLICAL FEMININE NAME OF COD:

***E]  SHADDAI***

ARAB ROOT OF THE WORD SHADAH means well-

watered.

HEBREW ROOT - SHAD - means the breasts of an animal.
means breasts of a woman

El Shaddai is sometimes translated as God of the Mountain,

Mountains are easily perceived as the breasts of the earth.

SHADDAI is normally translated, ALMIGHTY.(Gk: Pantocrator)

BUT MORE ACCURATE A TRANSLATION OF

FL SHADDAI would be "NOURISHING COD"--a decidedly

feminine image of God. One sees a relationship with

the ancient Goddess gods and this popular biblical name for
God. EI Shaddai is the often used named by the patriarchs

(Genesis 17:1: Exodus 6:2-3). THE PRIESTLY TRADITION
of Pentateuch gives us that this was the :name of god of
the ancestors. SHADDALI is rendered in Greek as -----
pantocrator (almighty). Also translated God of the Mountain.
In Canaan the chief God was "EL" and the chief
mother/Goddess was Asherah. Baal was god of storms and
rain and the fertility god was Astarte.

THE use of the feminine gender for referring to the Holy
Spirit.  Hildegard of Bingen calls the Holy Spirit "the
feminine touch of God". In Hildegard'a words, the Spirit is
the Spirit is the life-giving breath that pours on us
"greenness and freshness and fruitfulness." At the universal
level God's Spirit can be seen at work in bringing life itself.

OSB MAIERS 00713



Symeon says the Spirit is a pool of light in which we find
ourselves immersed. ,

The early Church Fathers tell us that the Holy Spirit herself
is wholeness. "She does not derive wholeness from
somewhere. She is wholeness herself." (Gregory Naziansen)
"She is the source of all wholeness. She is a fire that
purifies and inspires, thus bringing wholeness" (Basil the
Great). The Spirit is the essential wholeness of Father and

Son (St. Augustine).

The Spirit is God in us. She reveals God as One in Three,
a God of inner relationships, a God of love. Gregory the
Miracle Worker, a Bishop of the third cenutry Asia sums up:
" believe in one Holy Spirit, who receives all substance from
the Father and who became manifest to us through the Son;
image of the Son; completion of him who is complete; life
which causes all to life; source of wholeness; pure wholeness
that empowers wholeness in others; who reveals God the

Father to us and God the Son."

ADDITIONAL INFO FROM TORJESEN: " WHEN WOMEN WERE PRIESTS"

ite the occasional burst of nine im for God in ptures, Christianity has for the most
have been imprisoned by s Is from patriarchal ety.

But hierarchic patrlarchy Is not essential to Christianity or to its message or to its counter —culture
arigins.

Recently we come to the  h—cent religion of Old Europe and the Indigenous people
of the Ameri Also we disc ed the ther goddess and its family culture that Jesus
promoted.

The feminine face of God in Hebrew Scriptures, while not great in number, are most instructive.

Deut 31:11 shows Yahweh as an eagle protecting and gathering her young. Psalm 22 gives over

to tribulation and tries to reconcile that with God's love. This God s like a midwife——you took me
from the womb and kept my safe on my mother's breast. Hosea 13:8 Compares Cod's anger with
that of a mother bear losing her cubs--There are muitiple images of Cod as gratitude, shield,
mother hen as in Psalm 17 and 36 and 91,

Jesus picks up this image in Luke 13:30-35. How often I have desired to gather your children
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together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings and you were not willing.

The most feminine face of God is found in Wisdom. Literature in the Jewish Scriptures: SOPHIA.
Poverbs 8:14-17 and Wisdom 10:10-18. Matthew presents Jesus as Sophia Incarnate and John in
the opening hymn transformed the titles of Sophia to Jesus: In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with Cod and the Word was God.

Culturally we are not prene to accept anything except a ~-~- voice. Dame Julian or Norwich of the

14th century did easily. Cod rejoices that He is our Mother! There is a Syrian Hymn of the 4th
century that images God as having large breasts that nourish us with the milk of love.
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84" Duluih News.Triouns, Sunday, March 26, 1886
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Saint uke Institute

February 20, 1996

CONFIDENTIAL

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB

Abbot Re: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB
St. John’s Abbey _ SLI#13238

P.0.Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Abbot Timothy:

Thank you very much for the referral of Father Brennan Maiers, a 59 year old Benedictine monk
from St, John’s Abbey, who was ordained in 1963. I regret that bad weather interfered with your
traveling to the Saint Luke Institute to hear the results of our evaluation in person. I do
appreciate your confidence in us, manifested by the réferral of Father Maiers.

You are well aware of the circumstances of referral, but to put this report in context, let me
summarize briefly here. Father Brennan was treated as an outpatient for a gambling problem
over a year and a half ago. The problem was significant in that it was one of the reasons he had
amassed debts of over fifty thousand dollars. He participated actively in the outpatient program
and refrained from gambling for several months, but he eventually resumed. When he got in
over his head again, he asked you for assistance. In addition to this primary concern, there were
other issues regarding his eating habits and subsequent obesity, as well as a history of some

sexual behavior problems.

Father Brennan came to us on February 11™ and participated in a very cooperative manner in all
phases of the assessment process. Although he found the assessment stressful, he managed to
give a great deal of detailed information about his life and behavioral problems. His
collaborative manner enhanced our confidence in the validity of our findings. You are familiar
with the scope of our assessment process from previous referrals, but for the sake of Father
Brennan’s record, let me describe it here.

We see human behavior as deriving from a wide array of motivations, experiences, and even
physical factors. In evaluating behavior that may be problematic we take a very broad approach.

2420 Brooks Drive » Sultland, Maryland 20748-5294 + (301) §67-3700 » FAX: (301) 967-3953
AfHillated with the Daughters of Charity, Natlonal Health System
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Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB February 21, 1996
Re: Rev. Brennan Maiets, OSB Page 2

‘We see human behavior as deriving from a wide array of motivations, experiences, and even
physical factors. In evaluating behavior that may be problematic we take a very broad approach.
Our evaluation protocol, which has evolved over time, currently consists of the following

clements:

A psychosocial interview,

A psychiatric interview,

A physical and neurological examination,

Electrocardiogram,

Chest x-ray,

Psychological testing battery including personality and projective tests,
Neuropsychological testing including intelligence tests, memory tests, the Halstead-
Reitan Neuropsychological tests,

8. Spirituality assessment.

N REBN -

The last step in the formal evaluation process is a feedback session. In preparation for this, our
evaluating team goes over all of the i on at our disposal and sifts through it to fermulate
diagnoses and appropriate recommendations. These findings are then conveyed to the subject of
the evaluation. The remainder of this report will essentially rec ¢ what was said in the
feedback session held on Friday, February 16, 1996. A few sections will include a bit more
detail to help guide the recommended therapy.

PSYCHOSOCIAL HISTORY: Father Brennan is the 14" of 17 children born in his family,
who worked a family farm in rural Minnesota. His family life was stable and reasonably secure
financially. There were family traditions of hard work and responsibility. Along with these
positives, there was a certain amount of emotional deprivation because of the large number of
children and the limitations on how much nurturance and attention could be given to cach

individual.
Father Brennan describes his own father as a proud, honest and just man, who emotionally was

somewhat distant. He could discipline with a mere look of disapproval. At times young
Brennan was a bit fearful of him.

Father Brennan describes his mother as a wonderful, caring person. He holds her in very fond
regard, but he also remembers that it was rare for him to have a sense of approval from his

mother that he had done a job well enough.

Education was held in high regard in the family. When Brennan started school he took to it quite
well and was very pleased with the praise he got for working hard. He felt liked by both teachers
and fellow students. His grades initially were only average, but as he progressed over time, he

managed to play into his strengths.
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Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB February 21, 1996
Re: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB Page 3

After completing grade school, Father Maiers went on to high school seminary. His first
placement was at the Passionist’s Seminary in St. Louis. He didn’t feel comfortable there and
transferred to St. John’s Prep School. The remainder of his priestly training was in the St. John’s
system. There is some evidence pointing to authority struggles during the seminary years and
immediately thereafter. His ordination was called into question over some concerns about his
theology. We wondered if there might have been other issues besides this rather specific

concern.

Father Brennan’s first assignment was as a high school teacher. He did well at this work,
although some in administration thought he was a bit divisive. After two years teaching, he was
given a parish assignment at St. Joseph’s parish, and it was in this situation where he
acknowledges two instances of sexual misbehavior with an 11 year old boy.

His third assignment was at a Benedictine parish in New York City. He apparently did well there
and was made pastor at the young age of 32. He recalls this as a rather positive time in his life.
He wotked with an agreeable team in a large and stimulating parish setting. While in New York,
he did a certain amount of sexual experimentation. He also sought the assistance of Dr. Rossner,
a psychiatrist. He was diagnosed as having a low grade depression. Subjectively he saw himself
as having difficulty feeling confident and enjoying his success, even though, on an intellectual
level, he could acknowledge significant accomplishments.

Other assignments are undoubtedly a matter of record, and we are aware that after the surfacing
of complaints about earlier sexual behavior in 1990, his ministry options were significantly
reduced. In recent years he has worked in Duluth with a mixed ministry involving chaplaincy to
a women’s Benedictine community, as well as some hospital and prison work. Overall, Father
Brennan sees himself as enjoying his ministry and feeling successful at it. He has developed a
circle of support in Duluth. Despite all of these positives, he has not been able to effectively deal

with his impulses to gamble and overspend.

PSYCHOSEXUAL DEVELOPMENT: Because of his history, we spent special effort in
tracing the development of Father Brennan’s sense of his own sexuality. In childhood, he
appears to have had some subjective feelings of emotional deprivation. There is no data to
indicate sexual abuse in the pre-school years. Father Brennan was able to describe a pattern of
behavior with an older brother involving some mutual sexual play, which began when he was an
adolescent. He does not frame this behavior as abusive, but he does wonder how it may have
affected the course and direction of later sexual interests.

With the advent of puberty, Father Brennan found masturbation quite pleasurable. He did not
experience a great deal of guilt or conflict over this behavior. It apparently did not become
particularly compulsive. His sexual experimentation in young adulthood was quite minimal.
After ordination and when working in a parish, he did become sexually involved with a minor.
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Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB February 21, 1996
Re: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB Page 4

Father Brennan was quite believable in his description of the nature and extent of this
relationship. It was allegations regarding this behavior that surfaced a few years ago. We are
cognizant of the comments of both Dr. Coleman and Dr. Rossner opining that Father Brennan
does not have an ongoing sexual attraction to minors.

Early in his priesthood, Father Maiers developed rather close friendships with two women. He
reports being somewhat frightened by their sexual availability and he did not have intercourse

with them.

When he was stationed in New York, Father Brennan became more overtly exploratory in the are
of sexual behavior, and had a number of anonymous contacts, as well as a small number of
relationships that lasted a bit longer. It is relevant that he was arrested for soliciting in a theater
in Minneapolis in the 1980°s. He found this embarrassing and somewhat frightening and has
apparently not acted out with others since then. His continued use of pornography as a
masturbatory stimulus is not frequent, but nonetheless recurrent. In our opinion, Father Brénnan
has not fully integrated his sexuality and some therapeutic attention is warranted in this area.

ALCOHOL USE HISTORY: Father Brennan does not present significant genetic
predisposition to alcohol abuse problems. He himself does drink occasionally, but we have no

data to suggest that it is a difficulty. It does not appear to be part of his gambling addiction.

SPIRITUALITY ASSESSMENT: As part of his evaluation, Father Brennan filled out a
spirituality questionnaire which was reviewed and discussed with him. He comes from a very
religious family background, which featured a regular morning family rosary, before turning out
to do work on the farm. He felt a sense of religious calling as early as the time of his First
Communijon. Three of his sisters remain in religious life, a fourth was also a nun, but eventually
returned to secular life. Father Brennan states that he likes being a Benedictine monk, but admits

to a long history of authority conflicts.

As regards his prayer practice, he regularly spends an hour a day praying and avails himself of
various retreat opportunities. He has a sense of being loved unconditionally by God, but he also
admits to a longstanding feeling within that something is wrong. When one discusses in detail
his approach to reconciliation, certain elements of rebelliousness are apparent.

He can identify biblical images that have meaning for him. From the Old Testament, Isaiah 43
and the conviction of being formed and called by God is quite vivid. New Testament figures
with whom he identifies are the Woman at the Well and Peter. He can acknowledge within
himself, as did these biblical characters, a need for healing. Our recommendation for Father
Brennan is that he use spiritual direction to address the compartmentalization that is a feature of
his inner experience. An ongoing spititual direction that addresses conflict would serve to effect

his deep desire to be a better monk.
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LEGAL ISSUES: We are not aware of any legal issues pending in Father Brennan’s case. We
are aware that the debts he has accumulated through gambling and overspending are very
significant and a number of parties probably have significant claims against his resources.

PHYSICAL EXAM AND LABORATORY EXAMINATION: Father Brennan identified a
number of health concemns for which he is in active treatment. He has long been overweight, and
over the last year has managed 1o drop some 15 pounds from his maximum weight of around
290. He continues on active treatment for hypertension, using Atenolol and Monopril. He also
takes an oral hypoglycemic agent. He acknowledges that a significant reduction would
help both of these difficulties, but he has had difficulty acting on this knowledge.

‘While with us, Father Brennan received a thorough physical examination and a neurologic
screening examination by Dr. David Isaacs, our consultant in internal medicine, Ot examination
he was noted to be 72 inches tall and frankly overweight at 275 pounds. He was afebrile, his
pulse was 67, his blood pressure 150/95. Examination of the head and neck was normal, without
evidence of hypertensive changes in the eye grounds. Chest and cardiac exams were within
normal limits. Abdominal exam showed no liver or other organ enlargement. He did appear:-:
somewhat flushed. There was no evidence of hidden gastrointestinal bleeding. A neurologic
screening exam showed symmetrical reflexes and good coordination. Peripheral pulses where
normal in strength and equal bilaterally. An EKG and a chest x-ray were both within the normal

range.

Extensive laboratory studies were done, yielding results largely within normal limits, Normals
included a complete blood count and measures of kidney, liver and thyroid function, His blood
glucose was elevated at 134, but his A1C hemoglobin, which is a measure of longer term blood
sugar regulation was within the normal range. His serum testosterone was a bit lower than
normal at 256 ng/dl. This is not medically dangerous for him, but might be a function of other
endoctine problems. A toxicology screen showed no substence of abuse present in his system.
Antibodies to Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and the HIV virus were all negative. Dr.
Isaacs thought that his high blood pressure and flushed appearance might reflect adrenal hyper-
plasia, that is Cushing’s Syndrome. This should be followed up with the appropriate laboratory
studies which would include a 24 hour urine collection for adrenal metabolites.

A more aggressive treatment of Father Brennan’s hypertension and elevated blood sugar, along
with hig obesity, would greatly enhance the quality of his life in the years to come.

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EXAM AND PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT: The human
brain is the organ of the body responsible for the highest level of integration of both experience
and behavior. In assessing behavior that may be problematic, we take pains to determine the
health of this organ. To this end we use an extended battery of brain function studies.
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A neuropsychological scteening assessment showed Father Brennan to have an estimated IQ in
the High Average range with the likelihood of superior verbal skills. His attention concentration
capacities were adequate overall, although a somewhat poor petformance in Digit Span was

noted.

Memory function was variable. As regards verbal memory, it was fine when simple tasks were
presented, but as the tasks grew in complexity, increasing impairment was noted. With the most
complex of the verbal memory measures the impairment was clear, though mild. Nonverbal
memory featured fairly consistent difficulty with both simple and complex stimuli.

Father Brennan’s abstract reasoning and complex problem solving ability were within the normal
range. The Abstraction Quotient of the Shipley Scale showed mild impairment. Frontal lobe
function, as measured by the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test and Stroop Color Word Test, was

unimpaired.

Motor function was somewhat varigble. Fine motor coordination was very good. Grip strength
was average and manual dexterity was mildly subpar. Complex psychomotor learning ability:"
also was a little less efficient than expected.

In summary, Father Brennan demonstrated mild neuropsychological deficits most notable in
memory and motor skills. They do not point to an ongoing neurologic problem. They are
probably congenital and well compensated and no particular follow-up is recommended.

The formal personality assessment yielded a number of important findings. They included both
objective and projective measures. Among the objective psychological tests were the MMPI and
the MCMI. The former indicated Father Brennan to be a person who might have some difficulty
in fully trusting others. The profile also suggested substantial underlying aggression that he
works to keep in check, and a fairly high competitive drive.

The MCMI showed Father Brennan to have a strong need to present himself in a favorable light.
Despite this effort to show himself as desitable, there were elevations of certain clinical scales.
The profile suggested an individual who at times could have a somewhat arrogant sense of self-
importance. They are likely to present themselves with an air of dignity and confidence. Behind
this presentation may lurk some indifference as to how their behavior might impact others and

certain gaps in social conscience.

The projective portion of the test battery indicated that Father Brennan is in a chronic state of
stimulus overload. His resources to deal with these emotional pressures are overtaxed, despite
his liberal use of intellectualization and rationalization as defensive strategies. He must deal with
significant pressure from a variety of unmet need states, with some of which he has little
conscious contact. The projective record pointed to significant aggression and a level of anger
that runs quite deep. It is quite likely that this anger fuels some of his compulsive behavior.
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Technical analysis of some of his projective responses identified a degree of rebelliousness
consistent with Father Brennan’s history of authority problems.

In the area of emotional processing, he demonstrates poor modulation of responses to affective
stimuli. This increases his risk for impulsive behavior.

In the cognitive realm, there was data to suggest poor reality testing. Father Brennan’s
perceptual accuracy can be quite skewed. He tends to see things at variance with the consensus
view. This perceptual inaccuracy may make it quite difficult for him to see a situation from
another person’s perspective. This, in turn, can lead to interpersonal conflict.

In summary, the projective tests pointed to significant psychological distress, which includes a
frightening amount of aggression. Father Brennan apparently works hard to contain this
aggression, but as stated above, it may contribute to some aspects of compulsive behavior.

DIAGNOSES:

AxisI 1. 312.31 Pathological gambling
2. 307.50 Eating disorder not otherwise specified, compulsive overeating

3. 301.9 Sexual disorder not otherwise specified, unintegrated sexuality
4, Rule out dysthymic disorder

AxisII 301.9 Personality disorder not otherwise specified, with narcissistic and
antisocial traits
Axis ITI 1. Hypertension
2. Hyperglycemia
3. Obesity

4. Low serum testosterone
5. Rule out Cushing’s Syndrome

RECOMMENDATION AND DISCUSSION; Given the failure of outpatient therapy to
adequately contain Father Brennan’s gambling, 2 period of residential treatment for gambling
addiction is indicated. Beyond this specific focus, our evaluation unearthed a number of
personality factors and psychological stresses that warrant attention. Although valuing his
current ministry situation and not particularly enthusiastic about a period of residential treatment,
Father Brennan basically agreed with our findings and seemed willing to go along with the
recommendation. He reported that some of the things we said did not match well with his
subjective experience, but other formulations did.

He presents as a man with a history of meaningfl achievements and many positive qualities. On
the other hand, he also has demonstrated a longstanding difficulty in managing his impulses and,
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Rt. Rev. Timothy Kelly, OSB February 21, 1996
Re: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB Page 8

at times, he is a bit minimizing of the consequences of some of his behavior. He can
acknowledge at an intellectual leve! that his actions have done harm, but he tends to minimize
the possibility of problematic behaviors continuing. Despite this minimization, we see
significant good will in him, as well as some awareness of longstanding elements of unhappiness
and unmet need. We’re optimistic that he could make significant gains in a period of residential
treatment, and we look forward to working with him should you concur with our

recommendation.

'In closing, I would like to thark you again for the referral of Father Brennan to us. We very
much hope that our evaluation and/or treatment services prove useful in guiding him to beiter
psychological and physical health. Asking for your prayers in support of our work and those we

serve, [ am

Respectfully,

e
Frank Valcour, MD
Medical Director and
Vice-President for Clinical Affairs

FV/gb
cc: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 24, 1996

Father Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Father Brennan:

~—By-now--you-have—spent—the-first—week—at~St—Luke "S—and—-I-hope-you———=-——wu —-
are adjusting to the new environment. I don't expect it will be
all that easy but I am grateful that you have been and continue
to be willing to undergo what surely is not easy. I pray for you
and with you daily for continued opemness to this process.

As you requested, I put a sign on the board which said:

Father Brennan Maiers some time ago asked for help with a
gambling addiction problem he was experiencing. Today he
entered Saint Luke's Imstitute in Suitland, Maryland to
begin a program of treatment to overcome thig problem. He
asked me to inform the community of this.

I then gave your address and I hope you will be hearing from
confreres who are supportive of you dn this program.

On Monday evening on my way to the concert of the Plymouth Music
Series performed in the Humphrey Theater I ran into your sister
who had just returned your car and the keys. She said you had a
good get together and I'm glad you had the chance to be with your

family before heading east.
I hope having both you and Tom in the same place works ocut and
I'll depend on both of you to let me know if this is or is not a
good idea. Also, I'm hoping that there will be the opportunity
to visit with you sometime. You are much on my mind and in my
1 will ¢ . e a
Blés d*thi  “ o K o B

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, OSB

TK/kr

~

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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int  uke Inst

Confidential April 25, 1996

Rt. Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot
PO Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

SLI #13238
Admission Date: 4/22/96

Dear Father Kelly:

With this letter I would like to inform you that Father Brennan has atrived at Saint Luke Institute
and is adapting to the Inpatient Program. Also, as the Director of. Clinical Services I would like
to welcome you as the concemed recipient of the progress reports of Father Maiets's treatment
and introduce some of the staff who will be working with him.,

Frank Valcour, MD is the monitoring psychiatrist and Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C is
Father Maier's individual therapist. Mrs. Ciarrocchi will coordinate Father Maier's treatment
and will correspond with you after the Patient Staff Conference, which oceurs every six to eight
weeks, regarding the progress he is making during his stay at the Saint Luke Institute. Please
feel free to contact Mrs. Ciarrocchi if you have any questions about his treatment progress.
Length of stay is determined by assessment and by progress in treatment Our experience
indicates that it takes most persons five to seven months to reach treatment goals. We w111
continue to reassess and alert you accordingly.

Please be assured of our prayers for you and for the fine work you do in the service of Christ's

Church, .
Sincerely,

Director of Clinical Services

SM/ng .
cc: Rev, Brennan Maiers, OSB

2420 Brooks Drlve * Sultland, Maryland 20746-5204  {301) 867-3700 » FAX: (301) 967-3853
Afflliated with the Daughters of Cherity, National Health Syatem
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St. Luke's Institute
2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

May 15, 1996

Abbot Timothy Kelly, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot,

Thank you for your letter welcoming me to St. Luke's Institute. It meant a lot to me.

1 am beginning my fourth week here and am adjusting. I find the therapy very growthful
and deeply spiritual for me. I consider the Abbey's willingness to send me here for help a
great undeserved gift. I feel I will take full advantage of the opportunity here. The
homilist on Sunday compared St. Luke's to a mother's womb that can give us new birth.
That is my hope and also what I am feeling.

The second day I was here 1 began to experience severe headaches and even dizziness. I
was a little frightened because I had two brothers with brain tumors. They sent me to a
Neurologist and he sent me for tests which included a MRI. While he the Neurologist

said one does not begin to get migraine headaches after sixty, I think he is mistaken. For
1 have never had headaches and to have two weeks of them almost non-stop was not easy.
So I conclude that it had something to do with my coming and my emotions—-none of
which I was conscious of. I am happy to report that my headaches have been gone for the
last five days. What a relief! They did take my health seriously which helps me to feel
safe here. While I have not been back to the Neurologist, Dr. Valcour shared with me the
results of the tests. There was nothing to indicate stroke or tumor being the cause. I had
already made my own conclusions as I mentioned above. Dr. Valcour has put me on
Prozac due to the low grade depression the evaluation found. I do not feel depressed but 1
said I would accept their recommendation.

want to mention that while I was worried about my presence here and Fr.

did share with me that he did withdraw from his treatment for awhile due

here in most of his groups for us beginners. It is not a problem for me. He told
me it has been for him but he think he will work it through. 1 tried to tell him that I am
very non-judgmental and want him to get all the help he needs. I did want to mention this

to you.

I also want you to know that I have a signed a waiver for Sister Danile Lynch, the
Prioress at St. Scholastica in Duluth to be given progress reports as well as you. In fact I
would like her to be with you and me at the final report. She said she would come gladly
as she will necessarily be part of my recovery when I return to work in Duluth. I am
happy to share with her as I am with you. I have shared my evaluation with her as well

prior to my coming here.

While I found it difficult to leave my ministries in Duluth, I am not unhappy to be here to
have this opportunity here at St. Luke's Institute. I do miss the people naturally but my
work here is important. 1 like my therapist, Anna Maria Ciarrocchi. She is very
perceptive and is straight forward which I need. 1 like Michael Fonseca's approach to
spirituality very much as it is very Eastern and holistic. It dovetails with my own
preferred style of meditation, centering prayer. I am being diligent at my yoga and
exercise and caught myself actually enjoying it. This is new behavior for me.

One of the former residents liere has been sentenced to Duluth Federal Prison Camp. It
will be good to be able to be of support to him when I return to Duluth.

Thanks again and may the Spirit give you new life for your ministry to us all!
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. SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

/H.BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

May 15, 1996

Father Brennan Maiers, 0.S.B.
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Father Bremnan,

Are you all settled in? I hope that these first few
weeks haven't been too painful and that you are finding
it all to be helpful. It isn't as free an environment as
you are used to but I think the opportunity well entered
into will produce another kind of freedom that you
especially will appreciate all the more. Just know that
there are a lot of people supporting you in prayer these:
days, and a lot who support you everyday of your life
through prayer for someone who is loved.

There are many adjustments to be made and I'm sure
they are addressing issues of health of body as well ag
of spirit and psyche. Undoubtedly they're all connected
and the holistic approach is to leave nothing ocut in the
process of healing. I just hope that whatever the pain
you will find it worth your energy to pursue.

This past weekend I was at St Procopius Abbey to
give two talks on work as part of a series of outside
speakers they are having in this year. It also provided
the better part of a full day to read and relax before

coming back here.

Drop me a line and let me know how things are going.
You are daily in my prayers as a brother who is highly
valued by me and by this community. If I get out that
way I'll surely stop in for a visit. Peace and blessings

to you in every way.

In Christ,
ot

ot Timothy Kelly, OSB

v

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

May 20, 1996

Father Brennan Maiers, 0.5.B.
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Father Brennan:

Thanks for your letter. I'm glad that you were able to
get such prompt help for your headaches and that you
are finding the staff there attentive to your medical
needs. Dr. Valcour I believe is an excellent man and I

thoroughly trust him and the staff with whom he and youg

work.

Before either you or left for St Luke's I informed
each of the other's presence in the program. It does
not surprise me that there may be some hesitation after
the reality comes to be. I asked the staff there 1f _.
they thought it would be appropriate to have two
members of the same community in the same place and
they found no difficulty with it. At the same time I
think I would have hesitated more if it were not you
two involved in this. 7You are both very honest men and
I suspected that if there were any difficulties neither
of you would bury them to the detriment of your own
healing. From your letter I sense confirmation of my
supposition. I'm very grateful for both of you and
especlally for the honesty with which you face issues.

Well, I just wanted to get a quick note off to you
while there is something of a break in today's
meetings. I keep you in prayer daily and also give
thanks to God for being in the same community with you.
Peace and blessings.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, OSB

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082
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ROMAN of Colleseville 5128632115

Interfaith Sexual Trauma Institute

Saint John's Abbey and University
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

27 June 1996 CUNHUE |AL

Oh, Dear Brennan,

Thank you for your letter, friend, that came on the threshold of some activity

here and then got1  laced in uff. Iwa 3 tosee you and
-on atrip East  tdlidn't ustoget t . I'msorry this task

took 50 long also because I don't llke to do what you're asking of me and find jt hard.

M@ aGros o sast q ith a complex answer, | erie uas t

sually pe ve  ente r Ing and demurring, freqe  ly cr ndd  sing,
and curt and caustic. You're good at g and much of ns deal with blem  past.
You es detail behaviors, conflicts, pred and incidents t you oh cent and  1de

definite conclusions, at times ingratiating judgments about yourself (I can’t believe | did that) and at times
demeaning ohservatlons of others (You have no idea how stupid they are).

I k, and f like
a 80 uscl . hurt
e u hotl

demonstrating openness and feeling compassion. it often looks to me like you are entertained by your own glibness
that may have become a means of admiration from others and their approval.

You've ysImpre d me liing and caring, appre  ive cal t In day to day
living a admirat  of th ing up from downund  Bu n of onal
meaningfulness in your life seems to move on intellectual rails that are always being scanned for persuasive insight

and relevant trends.

Attimes It seems, Brennan, llke you may spend a lot of energy on how your head and heart look to others with a
calculated honesty and | wonder If it I5 as Important to y

footing without the needs 1o be right and superio: and In

In the way, Those blocks and others are llke too much e

body and conceals its beauty. Personal leatning for const

unchecked habits of coping that point to destructlve patt

lot. It all seemed so unnecessary to a petson whom | also

intelligent and loving, qualities that | was striving for while growing up with you in the community on a long, lumpy

and uncertaln path.

r you,
hear

612.363.3931 Fax 612.363.2115
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int uke Institute

June 28, 1996

CONFIDENTIAL

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot
PO Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015
RE: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

SLINO: 13238
Admission Date: 4-22-96

Dear Abbot Kelly:

We are writing regarding Father Brennan Maiers who has hiow been in freatment two months. A
fe

in

re

in gamblers.

‘While Father Maiers acknowledges his authority problems, he seems to have little awareness of
the depth of his anger and aggression. In our meeting he spoke of the “cauldron that has run my
life into destruction.” Our challenge to him is to describe the contents of the cauldron without
explajning or interpreting them. The work of interpretation needs to be left to others—especially

to the members of his small group.

Recently Father Maiers also presented to his peers a detailed account of his acting-out through
gambling/spending, sexual behavior and eating. He was affirmed for his honesty, his ability to
reach out to fragile people, his intelligence, his humor, and compassion. His peers also
challenged him to deal with his self-loathing which he often hides with humor and sarcasm, to
look at thoughts which fuel depression, to deal with anger and his fear of bemg overwhelmed by
his feelmgs and finally, to explorc h1s fear that he t be helped ;)

The toad shead will b & demanding one for Father . Ifis cléat that he has the support of
the Saint Luke Institute community as well as that of his religious community, friends, and

2420 Brooks Drlve » Sultland, Maryland 20746-5294 = (301) 967-3700 » FAX: (301) 867-3953
Affillated with the Daughters of Charlty, Nailonal Hsalth System
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Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB June 28, 1996
RE: Reverend Brennan Maiers - SLINO: 13238 Page 2

family back home. It will require courage and trust to engage in the painful, at times boring,
work of recovery.

We will continue to keep you informed of Father Maiers’ progress in treatment. Please be
assured of our prayers for you and for the fine work you do in the service of Christ’s Church.

Sincerely,

Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW, DCSW
Primary Therapist

Frank Valcour, MD
Medical Director and
Vice President for Clinical Services
AMC/mz
cc: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
Sister Danile Lynch, OSB
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int uke Institute

July 26, 1996

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot

P.O.Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers
SLI# 13238
Admission Date: April 22, 1996

Dear Abbot Kelly,

We are writing to update you on the progress Father Brennan Maiers is making in
treatment. On July 18, the staff met with Father Maiers for the second review of his
progress. We affirmed him for the excellent goals and objectives he set before us.
However, we noted that in our presence the competent, skilled Father Maiers pretended
not to know what to do so that we would help him. He also skillfully set us up to shame
him. This is a very old, self-defeating pattern. It will lead to anger and resentment and
ultimately to an excuse to act out by gambling/spending, eating, or acting out sexually.

Our challenge to Father Maiers is that he get the angry, resentful Brennan who hurts others

into treatment. This is the one who fears no one will ever understand him and care for him
and thus draws negative attention — the only kind he believes he deserves.

2420 Brooks Drive » Sultland, Maryland 20746-5294 » (301) 967-3700 » FAX; (301) 967-3953
Affiliated with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System

OSB MAIERS 00736



Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB July 26, 1996
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers SLI# 13238 Page 2

We will continue to keep you informed of Father Maiers progress in treatment, Please be
assured of our prayers for you and the fine work you do in the service of Christ’s church.

Sincerely,
Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C, DCSW
Therapist :

S%ﬂmw >

tephen Montana, PhD
Director of Clinical Services

form
Frank Valcour, MD

Medical Director and

Vice President for Clinical Affairs

AMC/ab
cc: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
Sister Danile Lynch, OSB
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St. Luke Institute
9801 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903

September 20, 1996

Abbot Timothy Kelly, O.S.B
Collegio San Anselmo
Rome, Italy

Dear Abbot Timothy,

for my official visit as I come to the end of
y th st, chi, set up
14, LW atively she
date as that is the completion of my six
October 14th can work for you. Sister
ca Monastery, told me that she has an
ap t with k of Oct 7-11th. She also would like to partic te and
be if tha for my ial visit. Would that be acceptable to  u?

Your invitation that I might wish to do some further study as part of my recovery plan is
an idea that my Therapeutic Team would not let me dismiss out of hand. It is their

recommendation that I do something to further hone my skills by going to school--
something of my choosing not even to exclude the idea of pursuing a doctorate. At 60

my only cons dtwo i to retur
retu Duluth. a nar ce the staff challenged.

Once ] opened up and heard your invitation and that of the staff, I began to get some

name a few resources. 1 thought of getting a degree in Counseling, becoming a CPE

d
L
1997. That would s give you and me
as well as for me to up my ministries

in Duluth if plans necessitates'me to move. Perhaps a decision can be made sooner rather
than later. This possible time line is at least what comes to my mind. What is yours?

My team insisted that this question of going on for school or training is still an open
question that is vital for my ongeing recovery. I feel I have done a lot of work here and
am much more in touch with my inner core and have faced head-on my demons.

I await your official visit, help, and input as you discern what is best for me and my
continuing recovery. THANKS FOR CARING 50 MUCH AND SENDING ME HERE!

In Christ and Benedict,

20

Maiers, 0.S.B.
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Saint  uke Institute

September 20, 1996

Confidential

Rt. Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot

POBox 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Re:  Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB
SLI#: 13238

Dear Abbot Timothy, R e S

. st at
our last Patient Staff Conference on September 5"

Regarding his gambling/spending addiction, Fr. Brennan has a good sponsor who is guiding him
in working the steps of the GA program. He is connecting gambling/spending to anger. He
maintains a weekly spending log and with only one exception has stayed within his spending
plan. The exception was the week that SLI moved to its new quarters,

Currently Fr. Brennan is in the Disordered Eating Focal Group. He is following the eating plan
designed by Karen Stone, RD and is exercising. He has lost 35 pounds, an accomplishment of

which he is justly proud.

The area of greatest work lias been on the emotional and interpersonal issues. Fr. Brennan has
come to an awareness of his deep yearning for care and connection. When he does not get his
needs met directly and legitimately, he’s outrageous. He also has difficulties admitting his
neediness and avoids this admission by going into a “helper” mode. He has requested and
received some excellent feedback from the community regarding these patterns.

wanted

creative and which would utilize his enormous talent. You have received a fax from him

8901 New Hampshi nuseSi  Spr jand 20903 « (301) 445-7970 « FAX: (301) 422-5400
edwith  Dau Charity National Health System
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Rt. Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB September 20, 1996
Re: Rev. Brennan Maiers, OSB - SLI#: 13238 Page 2

describing his exploration in this area. We believe that if Fr. Brennan does not find healthy
outlets for his energy and skills, he will be bored and resort to self-destructive patterns.

We hope your time in Italy has been enjoyable and fruitful. We look forward to seeing you in
the near future. Prior Jeffrey has promised to inform us of your travel plans so we can pick you
up and provide hospitality to you during your stay.

Sincerely,
Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C, DCSW
Primary Therapist

B p—>

Stephen Montana, PhD
Director of Clinical Services

—
S,
Frank Valcour, MD

Medical Director and
Vice-President for Medical Affairs

AMC/ng
cc: Rev Brennan Maiers, OSB
Sister Danile Lynch, OSB
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1).8. Department of Justice
Fadearal Riiraan nf Prisnns

Federal Prison Camp

Duluth, MN, 556814

October 11, 1998

Bishop Roger Schwietz
2830 East Fourth Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55812

Dear Bishop Schwietz:

ine pu ot this letter 1s to In
Father an alers will no 10
Minncoota. Aftor cvaluating the exis
ent Catho Is u
med Abbo agis
i to St. John's t servi  of
i ! ns to the spi § enin  es
i
dng e Prio om Et J Parieh of Duluth
a inmptes. wealrama ssence in offering
v caine,
Sincerely,

A

Warden

cc.  Abbott Timothy Kelly, OFB

a0 "d o96Y 2z4 8tz uy3anLna Jd4d 301 440 su2pueM JOZ: 10 96-11-3°0

OSB MA ERS_00741



Saint Luke Institute

October 25, 1996

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbat

PO Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

RE: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
Admission Date: 4-22-96
SLI#. 13238
Dear Ab  Timothy, "~~~ = i on e
We are wiiting you regarding Tather Brennau Maicrs whom we discharged 1o yows care on
October 22, 1996, We were happy to have the opportunily {o meet with yot on October 14% to
review Fr, Brennan’s progress and plan for his continued recovery, Enclosed is a copy ofthe
Continuing Care Contract that he designed to guide his récovery. We ask that your sign and
return the Addendum to signify your support of our work with him. Also, we remind you that
Father Ken Phillips, TOR will be Fr. Brennan’s continuing care therapist and you are encouraged
to consult him at any time if you have questions or concerns. His direct line with voice mail is

As we said at the time of our meeting Fr. Brennan has done some good work in treatment and is
experiencing a conversion experience. In AA they say “The man I was will drink again,”
Clearly, the only way to recovery is to continually work on the characterlogical problems that
foster the addictive process, This includes changing the thinking patterns that fuel the disease.
For Fr. Brennan who has a long hlstory of living a compartmentalized life, this will require
behavior changes in the way that he lives. It will be i important for him that he be faithful to the
a ability  ctures he has  igned. Al will need to ch d ] to
n thems athec awchhi dencyto cousness and it e £ is
self-defeating. The.events that surfaced at the time of your visit emphasize the importance of
this. Ft. Maiefs is  talented man who got stuck in the 1960°s with the belief that limits
squelched rather than offered the possibility to express oneself in a direction. He now has the

88901 New Hampshire Avenue » Siiver Spring, Maryland 20903 » (301) 445-7970 » FAX: (301) 422-5400
Affillated with the Daughtets of Charily National Health System
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Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB ’ Page 2
RE:Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB - SLI#: 13238

opportunity to truly express himself in a creative, life-giving way that respects others and
himself.

As we said, Fr. Brennan has a good grasp of the work ahead of him. If he were not going to be in
a community which will challenge him, we would have recommended that he spend some time
practicing these new behaviors a little longer in the Halfway House. Please be assured that if you
and he decide that such a stay would be beneficial, you need only ask.

Thank you for the pleasure of working with Fr. Brennan, We appreciate your support of our
work. Also, we keep you and your community in our prayers.

Sincerely, )

Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C, DCSW ,
Primary Therapist

ggﬁw W,
tep

en Montana, PhD
Director of Clinical Services

VM
I-Fr;'nk Valcour, M ~2

Medical Director and
Vice-President for Medical Affairs

AMC/ame-ng

cc: Rev Brennan Maiers, OSB
Enclosures
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Saint LuKe Institute

October 28, 1996

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot

PO Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Re:  Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
SLI# 13238

ATTACHMENT TO CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT

Enclosed is a copy of the Continuing Care Contract for Father Brennan Maiers. Please review its
contents and then sign and return this form to indicate your support of him and the Saint Luke
Institute Continuing Care program in their efforts to promote a life of quality recovery for Father
Maiers.

Signature

Date

Return to: William F. Stumpf, PhD
Saint Luke Institute
8901 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20903

8901 New Hampshire Avenue * Siiver Spring, Maryland 20803 » (301) 445-7870 » FAX: (301) 422-5400
Afflliated with the Daughtera of Charity Natlonal Heaith System
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SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE
8901 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20903

CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT
PATIENT: MAIERS, Reverend Brennan, 0SB SLINQ: 13238
ADMISSION DATE: April 22, 1996
DISCHARGE DATE: October 22, 1996
PRIMARY THERAPIST: Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C, DCSW
PHYSICIAN: Frank Valcour, MD

TERMS OF THE CONTRACT -
A) Compulsive Gambling

1. I will abstain from all forms of gambling,

2. I will attend two GA meetings a week.

3. I will secure a GA sponsor by December 1, 1996.

4, I will see or call my sponsor once a week.

5. I will work the steps.

6. I will not debt using credit cards and borrowing money.

B) Compulsive Overeating

1. I will follow a sensible eating plan as outlined by Karen Stone that is low sugar, low
fat.

2. I will exercise at least three times a week for a minimum of 2 half hour each time,

3 I will get support in my daily eating habits by obtaining a food buddy to help me monitor
myself.

4, T will attend one OA meeting once a week.

C) Psychosexual Integration

1 I will be a celibate monk and abstain from sexual relations with men and women.

2. I'will attend a SLAA meeting once a week or a similar 12-step meeting.

3. I will celebrate my sexuality in appropriate ways that are non-abuse and non-dependent,
4 I will obtain a SLAA sponsor before December 1, 1996,

5 T will call or see my sponsor once a week, '

D) Physical Health

1 I will meet with my personal physician every six months,

2. I will visit my dentist at least twice a year.

3. I'will continue to lose weight until I reach my ideal weight of 220-225 pounds.
4 I will monitor my blood sugar to reach acceptable range without medication.

5 I will gradually decrease my dependence on high blood pressure medication.
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PATIENT: MAIERS, Reverend Brennan

SLINO: 13238

DATE OF DISCHARGE: 10-22-96

CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT Page 2

E) Emotional Health

1 I will select a therapist and mest at least twice a month,

2, I will have massage therapy once a month.

kN T will meet with my support group at least once a month and speak to them weekly.
4 I will take a day off each week for renewal.

5 I will take Prozac as prescribed.

F) Social-Interpersonal Health

1 I will work 40 hours a week.

2. 1 will continue meeting with my Priest Support regularly.

3 I will continue meeting with my ex-CPE friends in Duluth two to four times a year.
4 1 will live and participate in the community life at St. John’s Abbey on a daily basis.
5 I will call or see my Benedictine friends at least every other month at Hastings.

G) Spiritual Health

1 I will choose a spiritual director and meet at least once a month.

2, I will spend at least half-hour in private prayer and lectio each day.

3. I will make my annual retreat with my Benedictine Confreres at St. John’s Abbey.

4 1 will pray the divine office with my Benedictine brothers daily.

5 I will read a daily meditation book from AG or OA or another appropriate meditation

book.

H) Personal Development

1. To discem with'my Abbot any necessary training and development for my new
employment within the Abbey’s work and mission.

2, To find with the help of my monastic superiors a suitable job for my talents and
creativity,

3. To discem with the Abbot the advisability of future professional training or education,

4, To spend time writing poetry, attending concerts, visiting art galleries at least once a
month,

I Accountability

1. To follow a $300 a month budget for food, recreation, coffee, gifts, movies and other
personal needs.

2. To give a weekly or monthly report of my spending pattern to the Prior.

3. To get prior approval for any expenditure over $200.

4, To sent to the Prior any bill or credit card bill for him to monitor for any purchases not
covered in the $300 budget.
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PATIENT: MAIERS, Reverend Brennan
SLINO: 13238
DATE OF DISCHARGE: 10-22-96

CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT Page 3
5. To re-negotiate with the Prior any change in my budget plan to meet other legitimate
needs,

D Continuing Care

1, This contract will take effect on October 22, 1996 and reviewed in six months with my
continuing care therapist, Ken Phillips.

2. Twill call my continuing care therapist weekly until my Re-Entry Workshop.

3, I will organize my Re-Entry Workshop ASP but no later than December 31, 1996,

4, I will organize a Support Group of 6-8 members including either the Abbot or Prior.

5, Prior to the Continuing Care Workshop, I will distribute the feedback questionnaire to my
support group to be filled out and sent to Ken Phillips.

6. I will attend continuing care workshops at Saint Luke Institute as determined by the
policies of the Institute.

7. I will be accountable to my religious superior, Abbot Timothy Kelly, OSB and/or the -
Prior of St. Johin’s Abbey, Father Geoffrey Fecht, OSB, by visit, phone or memo at least
monthly.

e 35 = /774

Reverend Brennan Maiers, Date

Patient

’ [O0-22-7¢C

Anna Marie Ciarrocchi, LCSW-C, DCSW Date

Therapist

Stumpf, Date
Coordinator, Continuing Care Services
N /816 %

Montana, PhD Date
Director of Clinical Services
-
7oL /d/ { [5¢&
Frank Valcour, Date
Medical Director and

Vice President for Clinical Services
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21 March 1997

Dear Brennan:

Thanks much for coming along with us yesterday. The trip to the museum proved to be a good opportunity
for some of the elderly members to deal with “cabin fever.” It was also a nice time for me to do something
for them. Your presence was of good support in all of this and I'm happy you joined us. Thanks. I'm hoping
to plan more of these outings in the future. If you have any suggestions, please let me know. Also, you are
always welcome to join us.

I'looked over your latest request for driving out to Washington with Father Luis. In order to check myself
on it this time, I discussed it with Abbot Timothy to get his impression. He, as with me, feel it is best to
simply have you fly out as originally planned, to do your visit at Saint Luke’s, and to come back home. Part
of the issue is establishing boundaries of expectations. Those bounderies, as you probably know, iriclude a
responsibility and accountability to your community here at Saint John’s, including work assignments,
money issues, and building a support network within the monastic community itself. These are issues you
and I talked a bit about the other dey. They are big challenges. The shorter the amount of time going to and
coming back from St. Luke’s the better.

Brennan, I want to encourage you in this regard the best I can, I appreciated much our visit the other day.
You are a wonderful person with a keen pastoral sense. The trick is for us to corral, to some extent at least,
this gift to be used in the context of a monastic life that offers pastorel outreach within the abbey’s apostolic
ministry. As you pointed out the other day, the closer we can keep these experiences to home, the more cost
effective they will be for us. I feel this is part of the boundary issue and certainly one of the challenges you
face in bringing certain disciplines into play in your life. I know it must be a tough demand.

I'would like for you to start doing two things on a regular basis for me. I want you to drop by and see me for
at least a short visit once a week. Just pop in and briefly tell me how things are going. But also a visit every
couple of weeks of greater length to touch base with me. Also, I want you to keep an itemized list of
spending: how much you spend each month and on what. I think this will help us deal with some of the
money issues. I want you to be able to stay within the boundaries of your budget. I feel it is important for
you to realize there arc limits to spending. It is one of the aids you have to help you remain accountable.

Brennan, all told, I feel you are making good progress. But I also feel there is quite a long journey yet to go.
My prayers are with you on this joumey and I wish you well. AsI said the other day, I am very happy you

are 2 member of our community and I'm glad you have this opportunity to spend time with us here at the
abbey to allow us to get to know you better. It also offers us the opportunity to help a confrere in need. We

are all winners.

Take care and have a happy feast.

Peace,

Geoffrey, OSB
Prior
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Saint Luke Institute

April 25, 1997
Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, O.S.B.
Abbot
PO Box 2015 Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321 SLI # 13238

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Father Brennan Maiers recently attended a workshop with us here at Saint Luke Institute
between April 14 and 18, 1997 as part of his continuing care program. We want to
inform you at this time regarding his progress in recovery since leaving inpatient

. These observations are based on collateral letters rcccwed group participation
in the workshop and a structured mterwew on 4/ 1 6/97

1. Recovery Program: This is Father Maiers first continuing care workshop according
1o the terms of his contract. He repotts that he attends Gamblers, Overeaters and
S ems twe y 2 )| 1 s y. He
h inthe S me s d h “food
buddy” at meals to help him monitor his intake of food. Father Maiers has a spiritual
director and sees a therapist every other week. These have both been helpful to him.
Since his re-entry workshop at the Abbey Father Maiers has met with his support
group monthly and they have been very helpful in their support and challenge. It
seems Father Maiers has adapted very well to life at the Abbey and with a few
glitches has appreciated the support of the monastic community in his recovery.

2. Current Living Experience/Vocational Functioning: As mentioned Father Maiers
has appreciated the life of the community and especially mentions the office in choir.
It is a radical change for Father Maiers in accountability matters but recognizes the
helpfulness to him at this time of early recovery. His having to negotiate permissions
has given him pause for reflection on his former unmanageability and his vowed
commitment. Fatlier Maiers seems to be miore aware of the negative as well as
positive, inig, effects of his outrageousnéss. -He has become of the
endearing as well as off-putting qualities of his behavior and sincerely wants help in
getting feedback from others. As you know Father Maiers does some ministry to
religious women and work in the archives. At present he seems to enjoy this level of

involvement.

8901 New Hampshire Avenue  Sliver Spring, Maryland 20808 » (301) 445-7870 » FAX: (301) 422-5400
Afflllated with the Daughters of Charlty Natlonal Health System
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Right Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B. April 25, 1997
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers SLI #13238 Page 2

3. Medical: During the course of the workshop we monitor physical health through the
use of various laboratory indices. Father Maiers has gained 14 pounds since
discharge six months ago. While in treatment we were able to stop his diabetes
medicine and keep blood sugars under confrol by diet and exercise. Since his weight
gain his glucose is climbing and was 144 in the lab report. His A1C was still within
normal limits. His lipid levels are within normal limits and have never been a
problem for him. Father Maiers is compulsive with food and hopefully if he asks
people around him to help him monitor his intake and with the better weather gets
more exercise he should do well.

4, Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Maiers is using the tools of
recovery in going to twelve step meetings, therapy, spiritual direction and using his
support team. He understands he is a very compulsive person and is sincerely
enlisting the help of others for his recovery. The support team is helpful in its support
as well as holding Father Maiers accountable to the terms of his contract. From the
collateral letters it appears that the team does exactly that. Father Maiers was very
open during the workshop to the impressions of others regarding his recovery and
helpful in turn to them. The supportive community and support team giving him
feedback on his behavior is a most valuable situation for Father Maiers’ recovery.

We look forward to seeing Father Maiers for his next scheduled workshop between
September 8 and 12, 1997. A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Maiers for his
reflection. If you or he have any questions regarding this report please do not hesitate to
contact us. We thank you for your support of Father Maiers in his recovery and assure
you of our prayers for the work of your monastic community in the Church. Please
remember us to the Lord for the work we do here at Saint Luke.

Sincerely,

Rev. Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC Rev. William S. Stumpf, PhD
Psychotherapist Coordinator, Continuing Care
Services —

Frank Valcour, MD

Director of Clinical Services Medical Director and
Vice-President for Clinical Affairs

KP/bml
cc: Rev. Brennan Maiers
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Saint uke Institute

Confidential
September 18, 1997

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB

PO Box 2015 Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
Collegeviile, MN 36321 SLI # 13238
Dear Abbot Timothy,

Father Brennan Maiers recently attended a workshop with us here at Saint Luke Institute between
September 8 and 12,1997 as part of his continuing care program. This letter is to inform you of
his progress in recovery since his last workshop, Our observations are based on the collateral

le 1 It pist, his participation in the group. process of the
w h ry
1.

Father Maiers says the support group meets every six weeks and continues to be very helpful.
Having a food buddy has not worked well because of scheduling. Spiritual direction has also
become an important part of recovery. At this point in recovery Father Maiers is using the
tools of recovery and beginning to feel some of the benefits. He says he is more aware of his
“outrageous” language and so better able to monitor it. He is monitoring his phone bills
more closely and says he has cut back somewhat on the use of the Internet. These were
topics for which Father Maiers sought input from the group here at the workshop and was
pleased with what he heard thongh it means changing some of his practices. In this the

workshop was very useful for lyim.

2. Current Living Experience/Vocational Functioning: As you know Father Maiers is doing

3. Medical: During the ¢o r ory indices to,monitor physical
Liealth with the consultation . ur dietitian commented that '

8901 New Hampshire Avenue « Sliver Spring, Maryland 20903 » (301) 445-7870 « FAX: (301) 422-5400
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Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB September 18, 1997
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers - SLI# 13238 Page 2

Father Maiers® weight is creeping up again. In treatment he went from 275 to 243. Now less

than eleven months he has gained back 18 pounds. His triglycerides are elevated at 223 and
e

]

‘walking buddy’ so that should help them motivate each other. Father Maiers continues to
use Prozac with benefit.

4. Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Maiers is doing many of the tasks of
recovery and using lots of energy in the process. He is to be commended and he has begun to
feel good about lis recovery. He is much more aware of his behavior and is allowing others
to help him with reality checks regarding his behavior. He knows that he has to focus on
some immediate issues in the present: 1. to continue to monitor phone bills and spending, 2.
To lessen his use of the Internet and concentrate on finding and developing relationships in
the community and with his existing friends, 3. To increase exercise and monitor dietary
intake. Father Maiers has lots of good will and energy for recovery and-will continue to be

challenged in this process of recovery.

"We look forward to seeing Father Maiers for his next workshop between March 16 . -
and 20, 1998. A copy of this letter will be sent to Father Maiers for his reflection.and::-

use with his support group. If you have any questions regarding it please do not
hesitate to call upon us. Thank you for your care for Father Maiers. Please remember
us to the Lord for the work we do here at Saint Luke and know that we remember the

work of your monastic comununity in prayer.

Sincerely,

A4

Reverend Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Services

Frank Valcour, MD
Medical Director and Vice-President for
Clinical Services

KP/kp

cc: Reverend Rrennan Maiers, OSB
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Saint Luke Institute

March 26, 1998

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB

Saint John’s Abbey
P.0O. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
SLI# 13238
Dear Abbot Timothy,

Father Brennan Maiers recently attended 2 workshop with us here at Saint Luke between
March 16 and 20 as part of his continuing care program. We want to inform you of our
observations of his progress in recovery. These observations are based on collateral
letters received from his support group, his participation in the group process during the
workshop and a structured interview on 3/18/98.

1. Recovery Program: This is Father Brennan’s third continuing care workshop
according to the terms of his contract. According to his self report, his collateral
letters and our observations of lis participation here during the workshop he is doing
well in his recovery process. He reports he attends three twelve step meetings each
week; GA, SAA, and OA and he has a sponsor in GA and SAA. He continues to
meet with his spiritual director and sees a therapist for individual therapy once a
month. The collateral letter from his therapist, Dr, Vincent, indicates Father Brennan
is able to process the many issues of his recovery in their sessions. There were twelve
collateral letters sent which indicates Father Brennan continues to use his support
group relationships to help him in the recovery process and to stay honest with

“himself and others. Most of the letters indicate they sé€ a change in him and they like
the change. They do not fail t6 challenge him and hold hirh accountable and this is
very, valuable along with their supporting him and complimenting him when they see
positive changes. Father Brennan is aware of his addictive tendencies and is
beginning to understand how accountability and maintenance is vital to a life of

8801 New Hampshire Avenue = Silver Spring, Maryland 20803 = (301) 445-7970 « FAX: (301) 422-5400
Affliieted with the Daughters of Charlly Natlonal Health System

OSB MA ERS 00753



Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB March 26, 1998
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB Page 2

sobriety. Many of the letters mention he seems to be more at peace with himself and
is negotiating authority issues better. The letter from Father Geoffrey was helpful to
us in discussing with Father Brennan his adjustment to the monastery and authority.

2. Current Living Experience/ Vocational Functioning: Father Brennan says he
enjoys living within the monastic community and doing his assigned work. Brother
David in his collateral letter says Father Brennan enjoys working in the archives and
cooperates with enthusiasm. He enjoys the opportunity to preach to the various
communities of religious women and using his preaching talents for the Liturgical
Press. He continues to work with the computer which seems to be a healthy outlet for
him at this time. He says he makes use of various educational opportunities by going
to events such as guest lecturers, concerts, and other educational events. His reading
has increased and his own writing poetry is an outlet for his emotional and intellectual

talents,

3. Medical: During the workshop we monitor physical health through the use of
various laboratory indices and the consultation of our physician and dietitian. Many
of Father Brennan'’s collateral letters mention a concern with his weight. Our dietitian
notes that he continues to gain weight every workshop. His discharge weight in 10/96:
was 243. He is now up to 269. His lipid levels and blood sugar is within normal
range and his A1C of 5.7 was also in normal range. He says it seems his addictive
personality is now concentrating on food. He needs a food-buddy, someone to help
him monitor his input and he also needs an exercise/walking buddy, someone who
will join him daily for some exercise which he says he also lacks. Father Brennan
continues to benefit from the use of Prozac.

4. Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Brennan is benefiting from his use
of the tools of recovery. His sobriety is important to him. His use of support group,
twelve step fellowships, and better relationships is helping to bring about the change
so many of collateral letters mentioned. We want to recommend that he keep using
these tools for a deeper transformation and spiritual renewal which he seeks. He sees
and we concur that he needs to work on his dietary monitoring and exercise. He now
is seeing his therapist monthly. That seems to be a good fit and we suggested he keep
that in place fot his locus to process his growth outside the ordinary venues. He
asked about the frequency of his support group meetings. They presently meet every
four to six weeks. We think that at this time every two months might be acceptable.
Father Brennan and the group need to experiment with this to see if it feels right. The
importance of food monitoring and exercise are very important and need to be put in

¢ for the 0 We thank fo kshop
his hone £ elf and his ful .

We look forward to seeing Father Brennan for his next scheduled workshop between

September 14 and 18, 1998. A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Brennan for his
reflection and we encourage him to share it with his support group as well as thank them
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Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB March 26, 1998
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB Page 3

for their letters which are always vital for the recovery and assessment process. If you
have any questions regarding this report please do not hesitate to contact us, We thaok
you for your support of Father Brennan in his recovery and we assure you of our prayers
for the work of your monastic community in Christ’s Church. Please remember us to the

Lord for the work we do here at Saint Luke.

Sincerely,

[ PR in
Reverend Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Services

Stcj)lgen Montana, Ph.D.

Director of Clinical Services

Frank Valcour, MD

Medical Director and Vice-President
for Clinical Services

cc: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
KP/kp-ar
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Saint Luke Institute

November 10, 1998

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Saint John’s Abbey

P.O. Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321

Re: d Brennan Majers, OSB
38

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Father Brennan Maiers recently attended a workshop with us here at Saint Luke Institute
between November 2-6, 1998 as part of his continuing care program. We want to inform
you of our observations of his progress in recovery. These observations are based on
collateral letters received from his support group, his participation in the group process
during the workshop and a structured interview on 11/4/98,

1. Recovery Program: This is Father Brennan’s fourth continuing care workshop
according to the terms of lis contract. Father Brennan was an active participant in the
workshop and the workshop was helpful to him in his recovery process as he gave
and received valuable feedback from his peers. Father Brennan is actively involved
in using the tools of recovery. He attends two twelve step meetings weekly, one SAA
and one GA. At present he is attending no OA, Overeaters Anonymous meetings.
Father Brennan has a sponsor in these fellowships and is a sponsor to others. This is
helpful in his recovety process. He has a spiritual director and finds this helpful at

weeks. This is a good support and the group can also be challenging when they feel it
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is appropriate. The letters from his support group indicate he is in good recovery and
has less need to be *outrageous’ to get attention from others. Father Brennan
continues to examine the appropriateness of the Prior being on the support group as
some other members of the support group also question it. It seems the roles get
confusing and issues which might be day to day issues raised in another forum are
made issues in the support group meeting. This needs further discernment. There are
positive and negative aspects of this continuing, The main issues brought by Father
Brennan to the workshop were his physical health and his ministry.

2. Current Living Experience/ Vocational Functioning: Father Brennan enjoys the
regular life and monastic schedule, He enjoys his work in the archives and
ministering to the community by taking care of the cars. He realizes that his ministry
at Saint Raphael’s is ¢ to an end and has enjoyed his ministry there. He
understands his limitations but is also eager to be involved in ministry. Using leisure
time in healthy and life-giving ways is accomplished by writing poetry, attending
concerts, etc. One of the focuses of the workshop was the importance of savoring the
moments in our lives which can bring a growth in spirituality.

3. Medical: During the workshop we monitor physical health through the use of .
various laboratory indices and the consultation of our physician and dietitian. Father:
Brennan, much to his credit, arranged to meet with our dietitian for an hour session
regarding his diet. He had kept a ten day food log to present to her and this in itself
was evidence of how serious he is taking his weight gain. Our dietitian says the
session was positive, he saw what he was doing wrong and was grateful for the help.
Getting back to his meal plan and exercise is important for his health, He says he
plans to use the new exercise equipment on a regular basis. Father Brennan’s glucose
was elevated to 170 but his A1C was only a little above normal. Doctor Valcour
mentioned if Father Brennan lost 15 pounds he would probably bring these values

into the normal range.

4, Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Brennan seems to be using the tools
of recovery and is basically on track. He seems to know where he needs to put his
energy for recovery and will do so in the coming months. Father Brennan has set
three goals for himself for the next six months. They are: 1. To address his weight
gain and get back on track with his meal plan, exercise and OA meetings, 2. To see if
there is any possibility for another ministry he can be involved in once what he is
doing ends, and 3. To learn how to savor the moment and continue building his
spiritual life. We certainly concur with these goals and encourage him to continue in
the recovery process as we see the progress that is evident,

We look forward to seeing Father Brennan for his next scheduled workshop between May
10-14, 1999. A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Brennan for his reflection and
we encourage him to share it with his support group as well as thank them for their letters
which are always vital for the recovery and assessment process. If you have any
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for the work we do here at Saint Luke.
Sincerely,

) = 4 , Tl

Reverend Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Services

/)

Stephen PnD
Director of Clinical Services
/—/

Frank Valcour, MD

Medical Director and
Vice-President for Clinical Services

KP/kp-tpp
cc: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

November 10, 1998
Page 3
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May 21, 1999

Confideniial

Right Reverend Timothy Keily, OSB
P.O. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321
" Re: Réverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

#15238 ’
Dear Abbot Timothy,
Tather Brennan recently attended a workshop with us here at Saint Luke Institute bétween
May 1 a ] We
our ob 8 b ons

letters received from his support group, his participation in the group process during the
workshop and a structured interview on 5/11/99.

1. Recovery Program: This ia Father Rrennan’s fifth continuing care workshop
according to the terms of his contract. Overall Father Brennan continues to make
strong progress in his recovery, His participation in the group this past week was
active and meeting his own needs as well as helping others. Father Brennan is

ed acti in ch
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will nno longer be a part of the group but it seems the structure Father Brennan
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proposed will assure accountability nonetheless. Father Brennan mentioned the loss
of his friend who was refused entry to the community. Though he is angry and
disturbed he seems also to be experiencing the pain abuse can cause others including
his own victims. These is great progress for Father Brennan considering how in the
past he might have focused only on his own anger and loss. Growth in victim
empathy is a healthy sign for recovery.

2. Current Living Experience/ Vocational Functioning: Father Brennan says he
deeply enjoys the monastic experience of living at the Abbey and is reluctant to take a
mivistry that might take himn away from it. He however does enjoy the assignments
to convents which give him the opportunity to be active in priestly ministry. He
enjoys the tasks to which he has been assigned in the community. Father Brennan
seems to have been able to engage family and friends in his recovery and for support.
His life is more open to others and himself which continues to produce growth.

3. Medical: During the workshop we monitor physieal health through the use of
and the con and d r
nce his last ed by
that he was 28 pounds lighter two and half years ago. His blood sugar seems to have
been consistently higher these past months with an A1C of 7.5. She recommends he
refer these lab results to his physician and possibly use the services of a dietitian to

help him with his diet.

4, Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Brennan seems to be doing well in
his general recovery. He has set some goals for himself which address his weight and
physical health: 1. He will work with his sponsor in Overeaters Anonymous, 2. He set
a goal of losing 10-20 pounds in the next six months, 3. Continue to work with his
therapist in the relationship between liis weight and his sexuality. This will be helpful
not only physically but will further the integration of his sexuality into the whole of
his life. These are very good goals for Father Brennan and we certainly endorse them.
We thank him for his participation and encourage him to continue to deepen his
recovery and spiritual growth. '

We look forward to seeing Father Brennan for his next scheduled workshop between
November 8 and 12,1999. A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Brennan for his
reflection and we encourage him to share it with his support group as well as thank them
for their letters which are always vital for the recovery and assessment process. If you
have any questions regarding this réport please do not hesitate to contact us. We thank
you, Abbot Timothy, for your support of Father Brennan in his recovery and we assure
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you of our prayers for the work you do in Christ’s Church. Please remember us to the
Lord for the work we do here at Saint Lule,

Sincerely,

it (R s, TR
Reverend Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Services

EphHtonty

Steplien Montana, PhD
Director of Clinical Services

oA Loty

Frank Valcour, MD
Medical Director and
Vice-President for Clinical Services

KP/kp-le
cc; Reverend Brennan Maiers
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June 16, 1999

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
P.0. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
"SLI1# 13238

Dear Abbot Timothy; -7 -« ..

Father Brennan récently attended a workshop with us here at Saint Luke Institute between
May:10-and 14, 1999.as part of his continuing cate’progtam.: We want to inforth you of
our observations of his progress:in recovery. These observations are based on collateral -
letters received from his support group, his partlc1pat10n i the group process diring the
workshop and a structured interview on 5/11/99: - :

1. Recovery Program: This is Father Brennan’s fifth contintiing care workshop
according to the terms of his contract. Overall Father Brennan continues to make
strong progress in his récovery: His participation in the group this past week was
active and meeting his own needs as well as helping others. Father Brennan is
engaged in various activities of recovery including two twelve step meetings each
week, GA and SA. He dees not attend OA but has a'sponscr in that fellowship.
Father Brennan appreciates the help of hls spiritual director who is helpful in
integrating the various parts of himself. He sees his therapist every two weeks and his
therapist, Doctor Vincent remarked in his Ietter that Brennan uses therapy well and
that the quality of his recovery is good and becoming more solid. He also wonders
how to better motivate Father Brennan to attend to his health behaviors. Father
Brennan says he meets with his support group every two months and their letters
attest to the factthat he uses it well for feedback. Father Geoffrey mentioned that he

.. will no longer:be a part of the group but it sgeiiis the structure F Brennan
proposed will assure:accountability nongtheless: During the werkshop Father Brennan
¢, =demonstrated -a growth in v1ct1m empathy s'is'‘¢ertainly a sign-of a deepening.
thlS recovery..; T U TR et S

2.. Current Living Experience/ Vocational Functioning: Father Brennan says he
deeply enjoys the monastic experience of living at the Abbey and is reluctant to take a

ministry that might take him away from it. He however.does enjoy the assignments
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to convents which give him the opportunity to be active in priestly ministry. He
enjoys the tasks to which he has been assigned in the community. Father Brennan
seems to have been able to engage family and friends in his recovery and for support.
His life is more open to others and himself which continues to produce growth.

3. Medical: During the workshop we monitor physical health through the use of
various laboratory indices and the consultation of our physician and dietitian. Father
Brennan has lost weight since his last workshop but was reminded by the dietitian
that he was 28 pounds lighter two and half years ago. His blood sugar seems to have
been consistently higher these past months with an A1C of 7.5. She recommends he
refer these lab results to his physician and possibly use the services of a dietitian to

help him with his diet.

4, Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Brennan seems to be doing well in
his general recovery. He has set some goals for himself which address his weight and
physical health: 1. He will work with his sponsor in Overeaters Anonymous, 2. He set
a goal of losing 10-20 pounds in the next six months, 3. Continue to work with his
therapist in the relationship between his weight and his sexuality. This will be helpful
not only physically but will further the integration of his sexuality into the whole of
his life. These are very good goals for Father Brepnan and we certainly endorse them.
We thank him for his participation and encourage him to continue to deepen his
recovery and spiritual growth,

We look forward to seeing Father Brennan for his next scheduled workshop between
November 8 and 12,1999. A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Brennan for his
reflection and we encourage him to share it with his support group as well as thank them
for their letters which are always vital for the recovery and assessment process. If you
have any questions regarding this report please do not hesitate to contact us. We thank
you, Abbot Timothy, for your support of Father Brennan in his recovery and we assure
you of our prayers for the work you do in Christ’s Church. Please remember us to the
Lord for the work we do here at Saint Luke.

Sincerely,

ToR
Reverend Kenneth Phillips, TOR, MS, NCC
Coordinator Continuing Care Services

Frank Valcour, MD Stephen Montana, PhD
Medical Director and Director of Clinical Services

Vice-President for Clinical Services

KF/kf-arr
cc: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB
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November 15, 1999

Confidential

Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB
Abbot
P.O. Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321
Re: Reverend Brennan Maiers, OSB

SLI#13238
Dear Abbot Timothy,

s here ‘at Saint Luke nstitute between - . - -
‘progratn; *We want to’inform:you-at this time
orkshop. These observations are based-on.
an’§” support group; group.parti  fon in the

: This is Father Brennan’s sixth continuing care workshop according to
the terms of liis contract, Father Brennan appears to be sincerely enjoying his recovery and
continuihg to vise the tools of recovery and consultation with others. He has a good support
system in place with a therapist, spiritual director, and sponsor. He attends two twelve step:
meetings weekly, is part of the monastic support group every two weeks and a priest support
group monthly. He continues to meet about every six weeks with his support group, which he
formed after treatment. They were very helpful in their letters sent on-his behalf and also
challenge and give Brennan valuable feedback. Brennan sees his therapist at this time every two
weeks. Doctor Vincent says, “Brennan’s willingness and ability to use therapy is very good and
he is open to looking at his recent experiences and receiving feedback”.- Some comments from
his support group include — “Brennan is at peace with himself”, and Father Geoffrey says, “He is
kind and thoughtful in his interactions”. .

Father Brennan says he genuinely
comimunity and the‘various-activities of: the Abbey

b
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and giving their needs priority is very evident.” It is obvious, he is deeply appreciated by the
community there and he receives much from their wisdom as well,

: During the course of the workshop, we monitor physical health through the use of
various laboratory indices. Qur dietitian says Father Brennan did good work in improving his
blood sugar control with good results. The indicator of the control over the past three months
(HA1C) was at a good level. His triglycerides and VLDL cholesterol were also improved though
his total cholesterol and LDL —cholesterol were higher than desirable. She says he identified
regular exercise as an aspect of lifestyle that needs attention and this would be beneficial.

4, Recommendations and Treatment Plan: Father Brennan seems to be at a very good place in
recovery. He seeks the feedback from others which is necessary and trusts the feedback. He
enjoys participation in the community and is fulfilled and feels appreciated in his ministry. If he
continues using the tools of recovery as he has he will 