YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

g for five years y :[’rem Jan. 1919 to Jan, 192&, doing postly clerical
°~ . work. Befere re-entering St. John's, I wagdoing effice work fer the

Great Northerm Ry

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR = DEGREE DATE

[ .

" Rupdl scheols” 19061994
St. Joseph's Minneapolis : 1911—1912
St. Mary's; St. Cloud 1912—1914
ELEMENTARY:
SECONDARY:St. John's 19141918
UNDERGRADUATE: St.._Johnls 1921-=1928 R SWE IS

THEOLOGY:St, John's

1928=1932 /999

GRADUATE: One summer-at Catholic Ini vdaity for Preaching Course gnd auditing DramaCourse

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER:
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or more) YOU HAVE

RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (x) the 1ype or nature of the work, c.g.,

assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) the tocasion, (c) the duration, (d) any - L

Zpecial achievemenfs or items of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1948, or Danforth grant in 1960. prefected in Gregory,
Hall, 192 -49 Moderator of two College Prep!Literary Societies " High School Drmatics
until 1832, Two Gernan classes 1931-32 747647

- 1979

the Bahamas Miesions. While there, most of the tine,
priest-in-charge at St. Francis Nassau, (the present cathedral

—Qct.. 1936 to Apedl 15, 1942, assdistant at St. Joseph's Mandan No Dakota
~April 15, 1942 to Sept. 1847, assistant at Sk. Boniface, Haghings Minn.
~Sept—19L7,—on-the Uission Bsnd, retreats,.and Forty Hour Devotions, to Der 15, 1947

- ll: 10 . kel A L - i : Lid b . L - B0 ’
hospital, Ogden Utah. While at Vernal Uteh, St. James Church,
I took care of Bdanzs in Utah, and two missions, Artesia znd
ﬁnngo‘ly’ Colaradn.
While in Utah, helped build St. James Church by fund-raising, manual labor at con- |
struction and helping tq supervise £ongtruction, .

_De

3 ‘(gf o fu o 1954: Appointed pastor at New Munich Minn. While there, made a
-~ 2 * complete repair of the church, paintiing inside, rebuilding
the merble altars, rewiring,repeinting brick work. Etensive
repair work and modernization in church and school.

Aug. 1954 to Aug.1957; B;';tor at Cold Spring Minn. While there, added two offices ‘
g to"the rectory. Extenwive reapirs in church, convent, rectory,
grade school and some in high school. Extensive repairs in the

heating systems.
: OAprs Nd
Sept. 1957 to June 7958t Chaplain at the hospital and assisting the pagfor ol church there/S ;
During summer of 1959, helped out at Mercer Wisc. missions.

' Sept. 1958, assistant at Mahnomen Minn. and took are of missions at Bejou and Idland Lake.
Censussed the entire territory of the two missions.

Aug. 1958 to Sept.'60 Pastor at Holy Rosary Detroit Lakes. While there, made extensive 0
repairs in the schoof and took houge-to-house consus of the area. !

Sept. 1960 to Aug.(8 '41; Assistant at Mercer Wisc. amd its missions . Took a census of
B entire territory.

Aug. '61 to July '66 Pastor at St. Joseph Minn, Modernized the school, made extra
i elassroam space and new wiring., Took house-Lo-houss census,
Aug. '66 to July '67 Aseistant in Grand Marfis nissions. Took census in entire area.
July '67 to Nov. ™5 Assistant (ontoan) at S5t. Josephds, Grand Rapids Minn. While
“there, ook census of entire area. e 4f MIEES) " - T

November 1975 Retimfto Health Center with gevere arthritis.
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING. Both deceased

A W2 B iV s [ amenn
LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOUR:SELF.
For those still living give their prescut addeess; for those who have died write “'deccased.’”” Put an asterisk
before chose whom you want contacted immediatcly and du-ccrly by the Abbey when you die,
ERRETIRY At ey, EICTR N et

Fr._Othmar (Tea) Hohmanm

o

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN

ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU
THINK SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED, *

In parishes wher$ T was elther assistant .or paster, when time allowed I put on edult er

Childrens' plays, especially in New Munich, Cold Spring, St. Joseph and Grand Rapids MN.

MMM&&ML@WMWLW&MMMWMM CEHSY S
(house—to-house) tha first time ardund. I am confident that in the course of time, such
rreally peid off,”
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Bsint Johnte Abbey Archives,Collegeville,Minnesota.

Hohmann,Rev,Othmar,0.8.B. (Jeres Leo)

Boxn: Jamuary.-28,1900 st Richmond,Minm, . »

Bducated: Various Distriots where his father was teacher.
Graduated from St.Mery's School,8+t.Cloud,Min,

High School: t.John's Prep,follegeville,ltinn,
Colleges 8t.Jonhn's University,Collegeville,iinn,
Degrese: B.A. 8t.John's University,Uollegeville,Ninn,
Invested: Sept.11l,1935. .
Professed: Solemn vowe: Sept,22,1829.
Ordeined: June 7,1831 by Moet Rev.Joseph F.Busch,D.D.

Aseignments:

Meslonery: Bahauna Ielanda,Nov,.1932-8ept.1836.
Apsistant: 8t.Jceeph!s,andan,N.D,—~Oot 1836-Apr,1942

8t, Boniface,Hastings ,kKinn.,~—Apr.1842-Sept.1247.
Abbey: 8piritual Difector of the Seminary.

Mission Bond.Jeplhir.1947-liar,.19486.
Postox: Roosevelt,Utah~-Kar.1946-Dec.1949,
hdministrator:  Immaculate Conception,New Munich,Ninn, Dec.1949-

Aug,1804.

Paptox: 8t, Bonifacels,Oold Spring,Minn-Aug.1954-Aug,1857,
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
PEKING, CHINA

Reverend and dear Father!

You are undoubtedly aware that the Holy Scc has chatged the Benedictines of America with the task of es-
tablishing a Catholic University at Peking, China, and that this foundation has been blessed, from its very beginning
in 1925, with a rapid growth in attendance and national prestige. The only state-accredited Catholic University in
China, it had during the past year an attendance of over one thousand students. The Holy See realizes how oppottune
and important i this underraking for the Cheistianization of China, where the highet and intellectual classes ate eager
to avail themselves of the advantages of our Western culture.

When the university students, now predominantly pagan; asc imbued with Christian principles, and when a
native clergy is cquipped with a scientific training to copc cffectively with the religions and social problems of a ren-
ascent Chinese civilization, who can estimate the bounty of spiritual benefits aecruing to the nation unto the gloty of
God und His Church? No wonder, the Holy 8e¢ insistently vrges the adequate development and financial sccutity of
thiy institution; and realizing that it is impossible for the Benedictine ahbeys to finance and sustain such a vast chtet-
prise, it confidently commends this cause to the genevous chatity of the Catholics of Amnerica,

At the advice of His Excellency the Apostolic Delegatc to China—s socicty of Friends of the Unjversity of
Peking was otganized in 1926, on whose annual contributions the success and stability of the undertaking will mainly
depend. The Holy Set¢, moreover, recommends that in our Catholic schools and academies and colleges, particularly in
those conducted by Benedictine teachets, there be aroused in the pupils a deeper spirit of Christian sacrifice and self-
derial, with s view to cultivating this spirit by regular savings and contributions—no matter how small—towards
the maintenance of the'Catholic University of Peking.

In bringing this to your attention, Rev. Father, muy we bespeak your kind intetest and suppore by recom:
mending this worthy cause to your good people, to the Sisters in your school, and to the children? We recognize that
your patish has its own financia] problems to meet. At the saine time we fecl thar whar we request by way of coop-
eration will not work ro the detritnent of your parish income. Rather, the spirit of sacrifice awakened by such an ap-
peal, and the growing sense of membership in Christ throughout the wotld, together with a more effectual desire for
the spread of Christ’s kingdom, will intensify the spiritual life in your parish, will inspive with Chuistian forticude
those of your people who are suffering under the weight of cconomic depression, and in many ways will merit divine
compensation. §

Asking God to bless you and your patish for whatcver assistance you are able to give,
Sincerely yours in Christ,
THE BENEDICTINE COMMUNITY
of the Catholic University of Peking.

Contributions may be sent ditecily to China by Rcrmnnl check: or postal money order, or to The Catholic University
of Peking,  American Office; St. Vincent Archablicy, Latrobe, Pa.
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REMINISCENCES OF MY R_EhRLY YEARS: By ¥r. Othmar Leo Hohmann, 0.5.B.

My paterngl grandparents settled in the St. Cloud area shortly after 1854, caning here
otiginal].wfrohrﬁa\@_r&al'uqmny, after residing for a short while in Bu;felo N.Y. My
fathei R very rrobabily in the log cabin, of which the

.

Stearns Co. Hiatoricéilsociety has &n exeellent phot&\(
father wae a rural school teacher for the most of his 1ife. I was borm in Rienmonu
Minn. several miles N.W, of the town. (I believe the old house, now renovated is still
standing.) I "woke up" in a 1little school-teacher's house, No:rthwest of Albany Minn.
at the age of 4-43 and my meémories go back to that time. I remember Dad saying that his
nsalary" at the time was 6he handsom?/éwn of ¥40.00 p.r month for a school term of & mo!
For that he hsd to provide for a growing family and keep s horse and buggy, and I be-
lieve had to privide a Christmas treat and program for the children, and maybe for

the school closing too. This meager salary was supplemented by various artistic work
such as "retouching" portraits for local photographers, doing some sign painting, ex-
terior and interior house painting and obher odd jobs during the sumaer when he was

not attending the St, Cloud "Normal School" to upgrede his teacher status.(I don't think
that he ever sent out a bill for any work done in his entire life!) Had it not been
for the resoutefulness of my dear Mother, I thihk we would have been hard put to it

/ .
to make a living.'

J " ,
She attended a parochial school at Eau Catire Wise. and was the only

one of a large family who rechkived any kind of education. Yhte came in very handy in
serving as & "teacher's aid;:" of subsituting for “ad when he was sick. So mother ﬁs’new
how to help elong by keening & fine flock of chickens, a few pigs, a cow an! & horse,
For help-out work done for neighboring farmers duping harvest, there was often a half

& pig or a querter of beef, or a bundla df home-made sausages. There was of course a
goodw-slzed garden and ¥ é_Learned early to eat vegetables and like them. What could be
pressged during the winter, such aes carrots, Squash, turnips and whatever would keep ¥*f
buried in sand in thec[ué'n'Tall cellar, Mother plcked all wild fruits available and to her

last years, could no‘ pass up a patch of cherries}*plums without trying to pick, »hate

a2 s
ever could be c¢anned waa dome and one of my first memorles is *he bu&ii‘ifq in the small

kitchen and then the jars lined up in cellar shelves or anywhere here tliere was space,
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No matter how haed pressed we wero, Mother always saw to it that a huge barrel of ap-

w Friir
ples was atored in the cellar{ I 0t11) reczll the pleasant arcma that filled the house

when the cellar door was open.

All ow livew th& family hed to do with little and make do with whht there was. Motier
was a good cake and pastry cook, and had the hapny faculty of sqving up "warm-ups" and
mak¥ing -‘bham,ta.steﬁnggier than the first serving! Nothing was wabe wasted. The dog and
cate had to be satisfied with talbE scraps. The crumbs were given to the birde. We much
enjoyed the toasted squares of dry bread in our soup,(today called‘croutona") At various
places wel lived somgﬂaﬁ:a‘;%{{eighbom might have cast a patronizing eye at our eating
onion soup! That and a real "poorman's soup" called in my Mohher;fs dialect, "Wasser=
schnalzen." It was a water soup with "éroutons" and bacon scraps and other meat left-
overs and a few vedtables avallable,--but did that taste good{ Seldom{ if ever was any

left over. Naturslly we had -no refigeration, so Mother had to rely much on freshly

killed roosters, salt pork, summer sausage, and the like, No mod.rn conveniences except
Kerosend 1amp§. Into the pig and cow and chicken feeds also went left-overs from vege-
table trimmings. Mother fed the cow also washed potato peelings. (Many years later I
waa to find out that these were very rich in vitasdns, ' No wonder that the bossie cow
slways had such a shing ekin. (I believe Mother even brushed the cow same as with a

horee.,) The cow was rather a famlly pet. Every year there was a calf and it was a

heartache to see later the pretty littlefggf:aold to same farmer.

Being a rural school teacher, we had to have, of course a horse and buggy, the horse
generally & not t’°°. young mare named Fanny or Nlellia. I 5t411 reesll Dad making hay for
the horse on the rallroad right-of-way near by, or in some slough where the farmer‘“h
not get at. And, carrying of the hay te & pile on a strelclier-1ike constraption. I have
memories of raking hay with a one-horse old rake borrowed from a neighbor. And what
pleasant memorles of fragrant hay in the hay-mow or at feeding time, and how thankful
the horse often seedid to louk when 1t got its portion of cats, mixed with some kind of
"atockfood, shorts" ete. For the cow:ar/:{ola made out of"middlings! This was a byproduct
a the local flour-mill, from grinding wheat into flour and then refining it. These"mid-

lbngs"had_ a rich taste and more than once the neighl}?' lusds and myself would help our-

0SB HOHMANN_00873



selvesl{t‘;tis stockfood, combined with carrote or "Pieplants” or other garden vege~
tablew and then wonder why we developed bellyaches! "Middlin e" were used mostly
to make "slop"for the pigs! And how quickly they came to the trough to enjoy it.
In same way I always enjoyed seeing the higs‘a.nd chickeps come at call, and how
they relished the daily feddings!

In spite of constant scarcity of funds, Mother always sww to 1t that there was
a barrel of jiicy apples in the cellar for the winter. I still redall the fragrant
aroma thet filled the entime cellar when the barrel was opened. Mother must have
believed in the old -adage: "An apple a day keeps the doctor away." and the scme
with onions, which Mother would at times boil or bake into tasty dishes. Mother
before marriage had been something of a rrolessional cook and waitress in the
vopular "Russell Coffee House" at 14-18 Ath St. So%{ﬁz’;:{:ﬂ:}i: new Library is at
present.) Potato pcelings and aprle peelings and trimmings from vegstables wera
washed and put into the the "slop" for dow and chiclkens.

The Albany location was near the Great Northern right-of-way, where Dad used to
make summer hay, as also in some meadow or slough, where the farmer could not pene-
trate with his mower. How I loved to see the night trains go through with an open
fire-box lighting up the smoke,{nt,o as Dad called it" the flery worm./' Our place neer
Albany was surrounded with majestic shite oak and maple trees, At times I have
driven past former places of residence and seen the oaks and maples, still alive
and especially the trees which Dad had planted at various places. Dad wae quite
8 bird lover and by Springtime had slways an array of houses for the marting and
wrens etc. made out of wood scraps or hollow tree soctlions; sometimes houses to
fit into the house or barn gable. I eti1l recall the lively choruses of birds in
And the song of the meadow larks in fields mby, and the

early morning.

oriolee in thelr sack nests. Dad had a ve'bal interpretation s£for every bird,

such as for th- meadow lark: "Eagle Magle's eagleseye!" and licther for the robin:
"Thllie ﬁolly" and the llke. .And how eerie sdunded the hoot of owls from some tree

The cry of a distant loon would at first frighten me and ..

on & cold winter nisht!
ToaEl "\'!-\ 3
my sister, as a call of distress from scme mysterious being. And what a Joyhfo' 3‘2‘
(BRI SPVST TN ,J‘ tf i

k int bin or wren nest and see the young fmeww cnes! I would 'lie oR u
posk SHko & romid L A "h-\\"i«‘éﬁgﬁf :%’Ii?
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back and watch the parent robins fe-d their hungry broode in "gable-house" of
in an "apartment" on top of a pole!

What memories of a'granite cup'of’ milk warm from the cow. To this day I have at
times a longing for warm milk. Mother was a" Food gardener add fresh vegetables
were part of our menu from Spring until late in Fall and during the winter, tasty
dishes made fram stered carrots and turnips ete. At first it w & sonething of a
nystery to my childish mind to see all the harn manure spread over the garden to
help by Nature's chenistry yroduce such delicious fegetablesl I aleo remember £
flowers in profusion in summer, and then taken into the house before frost-time

to grace our humble home for the winter.

I remembor the thrill of a threshing machine moving into the nuighhcra{ yﬁ;ﬁg

(oD ks 4 Lirep CSTACKER e COREY  BravyEs)

to thresh from the grain stacka., On such a'fural holiday “the teacher could not
of course expect the children of that fwam to attend school. I recall when about
five years old watching the separator do its work, and fell sound asleep, When the
straw blower threatened to bhury me in straw the kindly neighbor woke me with s
chuckle. Vhat s thrill when a little older, when the "weparator tender” invited
me to come up to the,'blower wheela and crank two wheels to raime or 1.ove sideways
the blower, on his signal from below! To this day I enjoy watching old eteam en~’
gine displays at threskhing, MJ@@ etc.)

So many interesting mempries: Hissing flicks of geese (which I and my sister
never gulte trusted,) the mnrejmgl;’;-erducks. Moth'exj had a special liking for guinea
hens with their conetant call: “Eau Claire! Ene Claire" And the thrill of young
chicks hatehing in Spring! The ailing ones Mo’ her taok into the house, wrapped
in old woo) bebind the stove and medicated. “ome did not survive, but when a
chick would get out of the nest and Joudly peep for its mother, we knew that they- 7

‘Wwe’" the mend., It was always ® thrill to watch a mottier hen ﬁ%her
w/

chicka and calling them oyfinding a Juicy woriy or other tidbit. And her anger if
she thought we were interfering with her hroodl And the comical gathering of
chicka urider the clucks wéings, and one or the otler pepring out between feuthers

1Y

to get a last look at the parting day. )
" “

. "i;".}‘ii.
o’
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I remember the horses we had, Spod{;y, Fanny and Nellie; and the céfortable fesl-
ing to go with Dad into the bern at avening to see that'all was in order and to
feel the reM.Tntion of the animals, at the oats box or/{ ég;ntir:tﬁdlv chewing her «va

my second sister was born in the®Albany location, and though very
young, I ¥écall how beautiful she svemed to me with her coal-black hair end
lovely skin. I remember my poor Mother's agitatien -f.-hen-became ill and euf-
fered convulsions; but everything came out all right again. Already at this time
Mother had a partial denture, and when I sow her taking it out I was surely mysti-
fied, Shortly after she caught me baidwz= trying to take out my baby teeth! (I
think I eveyn tried the pliera.) Another memory: Dad came home fram town and I
expected candy, Impabitiently I found a small sack in his storm~coat pocket, and
gnawed a good bite out of what wae chewlng tobiceco! It was so sharp and tart that
I immediately swallowed the whaole thi%@ By suppertime 41 was violently sick and
fortunately threw up the entire wupper-and the tobacco. lhus the mystery of my
sudden illness was revealed in the greedy bite of the tobacco plug!

As ‘»\'ortsworth has s0 well eaid: "Heaven lies about us in our infancy. Vad and
Mother had a hurfrous interpretation for every bird song. %here were no modern
conveniences Lighting was with kerosene lamps and to this day I raths engoy the
There was a small distern for catching rainvater. he

}T..,.t)“ff
had no eave gutters so the water from the rog*was directed into the cistern‘ or

smgell of a lamp burning.

some homes, jus! large barrele for storage. No sereens in any of the houses and

at each place Mother had te improviee with "mesquitoc bar" cloth so sleep wae pos-
p , P Iy

sible dn summer niphts. "Outdoor plumbing" and * aliays dréded in younger years

to go to the“b’i!‘fy"for fear of some threatefng belngs 1 called "the Goymers."
fundays and on\cccasioral week-days there were visits to the town and I still
recall the old-time general merchandise stores witis their agree.hle smells, And
what a treat to bring home occasi,?al hananas or the cccasional "darker colored
"hilood orange(’ J%;ady there wae as a rule not much.(zvery cent counted in

R

those days.) A gun vending machine was a mystery 's it kicked out penny sticks. v
i "5'4"‘

o 'The movers:” Adjoining the house there wns a park-like area of shade troes ?\?{‘E‘L.wﬁ

L ‘,I.&)‘.ﬁ“ 'P, t
et _#;,“%W' f‘
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which moving I‘armers, emigrants in resl prairie schooners” roing I presums to
greaner”f{;&do up-gtate or maybe to Dakota. I recall that shortly after this time
a number of Stearns Co, Families migrated to the recently opened up Indian terri-~
tories ardnd the present Viavbun, Mahnomen, Fle:auld eu, %iite Earth @ejou orea, whera
they bullt up fine farmsteads. Some orﬁ'zeae“camperé' wore "horseachuckersl"_that is
travelling horse traders. Uccasionally also a band of rypsies who cumped for a few
daya. Very few of thes 'x“gjl::’benﬁan so we called them all "Yankees" %hich is
what quite a few "Yankee fsrmers L'Jid,--m:lr;rating from one frrm to another. It

was here too, that I saw my first auto, a nolsy chaindriven. affair which broke
down near ua and resumsd theiy trip after needed tire-~change and other repairs,

Already in these early yesrs I had & penchant for gathering old iron and the
nelghbors daid:"He'll be an iron peddler some day,” and wiat a sorrow to have
some favorite pilec’of iron go to the lunk collectar for a few pents. I also
recall the pedlars, most of them Syrians. llow they carried about on foot those
heavy bags with their wares was also a mysterr., OUccasiorally a pedlar passed througi':
who &X had 2 horse and wagon. And the'Vatkins man had a nice covered wagon with
& fine-looking spanking team, And of course theis were alwaye begpars on foot with
thelr hard-luck story written on a card thut was glven to Dad and mother to read,
Some years later | distinctly recall Dad emptying out his pleket bookd with his
lasf k8 cents in it to help out ac;v.vﬁrﬁ::.i?g:;"

Greyciss
were a real status symbol in those days, and on Sundays the young
bucks would gather at places to swap stories and maybe have a bicycle race and com-
pare the merits of their bikes. I remembrr how farcinated % wres with “he [irst
coaster brake bike and then wonderof w onders about 1906 the f{irst motorcyels!

I bought my first bike;!‘orfl.z 50 which 4 paid off from a dollar-a-week paper
route and monev fropother odd jobs. liow proud I was of this "wheel’ and was able
the next year to plck up a much-used junior biks for my brother ‘ Yhat a
thrill it was to ride around on our very own bikes!

We had a charming little Bavarian immigrant living close by. She used an out-

side "summer kitchen” t.0 make home-macde (um! pood!) neoodles. Leaving thwu bo

)
il (‘
dry on a rack she went out to tend aowething else and cume back to find hal‘ P"t -‘*."‘ :4
TN

eow in the Littlo Fitaton i v 7o N Wees mnodless ey sl hep Jauvhes
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At this same place there was a wedding and a barn dance, We had a little black
dog /'Trusty! and in some way he got out onto the dance floor, and what a comedy
that was as he in ranle tried to get back to home basa' .

liooden_shnea: ‘vaery community especially the"Platt-deutschers” had ofie or several
makds of wooden shoes of all sizes. They wer?weéll ofled and worn mostly for barn
chores and then washed off before going back fnto the house, Very practical e¢h?
Speaking of wooden shoee, can you picture a Uavarien "Schuhplatyer dance performed
on & board floor with wooden shoes or other heavy-soled f{ootwear which was the cus-
tom in those daya? Fo this day I thrill at a recording of a German "Schuplattler
In fact, for ending up a childrens play in Grand haplds some years ago, I had the
kids put on a "Schuhplattler” with rollicking applause,. And of cource L reecsll
the old-time aguarie dances, (The next morning one could sweep uf quite a bit of
saw=dust from well~used .{'J.oorsl)

Mother could take a plg apart after butchering and sealding, and not a thing was
wasted. She was an expert at cleaning casings with a rather sharp knife. I recaall
the rendering of the lard, ppéﬁ%@’én”/or the ;gﬁ"; and expeeially the faseinating
evenlng .of msking sausage! I recall the delicious chicken soups, and the fat flowing
on top, Taste? No wonder.we kids would at times :rorwre ourselves, It was at times
a little pathetic to have Dad end the days of some pet Spring roosters we had  seen
&row up and watched them fight.

The Family Wash: Nothing modern except a poorly-working hand operated ’\washing
machine' which was soon discarded. “ater was heated in & conper hoildé on the
kitchen stove, The wringer was screwed onto one of the tubs., I can still see
Mother halylng out clothes in bitter cold weather and then bringinéfﬁg?n later
in the day frozen atiff!' 4 don't just recall what all was done to pfpare for
ironing the next day. And when our laozy tomcat started t:o poll down some of that
washing on the line, did he get it from Mother! Ironing was done with the oldQ
fashioned "sad-irons" heated on the kitchen stove. ‘o what uses did the good old

12N S
wood burning kitchen stove serve, and always as wﬂheate?. Cn sunmy summer days,
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the washing would all be done out-of-doaors.
*Heme~made }gg_s_tl: ‘herae were tires especially in winter when we would run out of
“Yeast foam" so Mother had a way of makinpg yeast from potatces. 1 cannot rememher
the entire pedvcess but we always had podl tasty hople-mide bread. “ow we enjoyed the
fresh gmham bread doaves and also the blackbresd and tle "Z wieback! to pﬂigh our

teeth on. #Zat 17U MICERN CICEL
Dad's art work: In eplte of cramped quarters, Dad always managed to get some nook

or corner to set up his easela"gther equipment: in sumiertime often in the school-
I still like the smell of -0il paints znd of turpentine/ Long before & we.din

AS B PRE3ENT . :
Dad would start an oil-}ainting/for the bridal couple, Yhere must be around somme

house.

of “hese somewhere in Stearns Co. Attics.,

Much of the above did not take place entirely at the Albany location. In 1906
we moved to another district about 6 riles ﬁ/."". of Freeport in xhe Millwood town
ship. There the teacher's "resifence’ wss a converted pioneer log.schoolhouse!
Outbuidldings were little more than shacks so that a nugber of Mother's chickens
froze their fset the fisst winter urti/the buildings could be hetter insulated.
The outside chicken fencing was of about inch sticks of "iron wood" ! remember.
Much of thie area was ptill in virgin timber and there was a sawmill clore by.
The next “pring there was a dangerous forest lire, and one of the few times I
thought Dad "cruel" was when I had to help him douse the Fkbb burning grase with
water .from a well on the spot. Bui we got the fire out and saved a pile of sawed

lumber! It was at this Xillwood schoo! that I b’eﬁn school the Fall of 1905, my

Lad being my teacher until grade 5. Here there wrre a goodly nwsber of Hungarian=berin

" Plattdeutachers”and even several fine Scandlanvian femilles. Hero I hearf for the
LSpkey - rririagg)
first time these ethric tazunts: “You low-Lutch bhacon rulper!" to whienh the roply

was: "You high-German bone-licker!" I recall trw wolves howling on & coid wirtter

night. When vieiting neighbors at night, say for a funeral or sick visit, Lad al-
waye carried here a six shooter. I recall Jadipiving evening lessons to immigrants

preparing for citizenship. Any charzes? None! At times too-#nglish letters were

brdght for translating intc German or one of the dialects, I also recall the fol=
lowing: There was a finé “tearns county doctor who early studied and mew what

to do for aprendicltis. “ence he wrs at times ca].led""'he rut.eher.”  Anyhow, sone
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SWigs neighbors were having a bann darce. Une of the girls collapsed on the dance
floor andﬁxﬁstled over to the homse.Fortunately one of the women knew something
: e NV TErrdtmen g

about the signs of anrendicitis. g'drive‘hurriedly called thls doctor and he hur-
ried out in his white Bulck roadster. Qulckly.he gave orders for plent: of hot
water and clean rags. fe mut the yourg lady on the long kitchen tshle, imprssed
one of the lsdies hold the ether cone and adwinister same, another to watch the
pulse beat etc. I believe hoheked the hoffehold to marshall all the kerosene lam:s
and same mirrors. Anyhow he operated right then and there and said: "Jah, es war
dé& hoechste Zeit!‘l It was high time,) The pirl recovered and-in a few woeks was out
dancing again. Could those Swiss folk sing and dance!
About singing: People had to make their own entertainment and they did! On the
occesion of a wedding I still have the picture before me, or a group of men singing
around the beer barrel, and often in polyphonic! ihen some would leave tqtake in
a dange or two,others, would take their clace and carry on, A dance floor had been
built out in the yard, lighted I belleve with wee gasoline lanterus which had come
into use. And so they would Bing way into the night, even into the wee hours!
Thq/se farm weddings were meally som'ething.’ At home gatherings there was always
some;’{'?th an accordion and & mdtheorgan or a fiddle, and- the songs both in English
and German. On hand of course 'sn eighth’or half—barrel}u fll.rpfhﬁegcrowd was larger.

It was hers that yours truly began to ail. Tumbling down a straw stack for fwn
brought on a violent voriting spell with the discharge of a large gestric worm of
liow embarrassed + was when licther took that in with me to the doctor!

some kind.

How kind and considerate were the two dactors mother took me to. A kid surely re-

membere such thinge in later life, liere I bepan having deadening migraine headaches
which were with me the greater part of life, and a gall condition which was not
diagnosed until later in 1ife. On one such a's elllf* recall Ded saying to lother:
"Well I guess we'll lose him! i Iﬁt aﬁgered ms and I gaid to myself: !Like fun you
will!" And that determlnation -’rlid off in srite of a spell of rheumatic fever!

(Called "groling veins in those days of ploneer and limited medicine.
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T believe that the Millwood “teacher's house was the old pioneer log school f{ixed
over into some kind of living ruarters, (after a fashion,)In Fall the house had
to be "banked up" with sawdust end straw.S}ightly curved Woards and barrels took
care of the precious rainwater. There was zh antique wooden pump and I eun still
recall the "unkerchunk" sound when using it. The floore in the homse were rough
6 to & inch boards and every Saturday night these boerds were scrubbid white with

the homemadefoapy, strong caustic stuff called "Sulz" At this place I became in-

terested in the annusl making of home-made soap. A huge iron kettle was borrowed

frem one of the neighbors and suspended on a crude wood beam wiy over a good {ire,
Bacen scraps and fat dripoinge had been stored up all winter in the eold. About

April or May all t:is mess was put into the kettle, I believe with adnie water and

there was added lye (called potash) and'set to boil. It had to be stirred con-

stantly and at the end of the nrocess the real soap gatheied to the top #nd under-
neath a jJelly 1like substance called "Sulz! This was 5 rong stuf{ and only used
on greasy floors and to clean up after butchering. The soapy stuff coagulated
and was cut into squere pleces and stored agay for use.:Sometimes I belfieve some
scent was added. An/l;how the antual soapmaking on a fine Spring day was to me a sort
of holidey and the homemade soap really cleaned! Also in Vpring it was fun to
watch the farmers "work off" some of thelr taxes by working on the primitive roads
trying to grade them with old time horse scrapers and a four-wheeled !vimsdd=
"blader". Roads were not gravelled in thoee duys and the purpose of the road work
was to get some kind of ngrade' on & raised reedway. To drive over one of these
roads recently graded was "sogething else." .I recall a Spring thaw and flood
and & slgn put up at ouy turn in the road: "You can not go to Friport mit dis
road. Der Damm is out.”" So one had to go by another road via St‘. Hoge,

I believefv{:ex?in a way "charter members" of the new St, %ose parish. ‘or this
the old Freeport wooden church was moved bedily to location. I still recall the

wintertime Masses there; a long cordwood burner toward the front and the steam »

rising from the breath of the congregation. Ul course overcoats were worn inside o

¢ i
for Mags, since 'he warmth from the stove was Just "sc-so," e el
g |
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Talking about home-made signa + recall ancther ons by a farmer's woods: "No

Himmberry plcking aloud!" (The German word for raspberry s "limmbeeren.”

When -driving to ohurch in bitter cold weather, there wae a "Footwarmer” stoked

2R e .
w’:-:h 8 hoursjheating with charcoal bricks stagted in the kitchen fire. Nsedless

to say, such a footwarmer with a supply 61 lorse blarkets and extra hay came in

very handily for comfort.

My mother wanted a larfe garden here, 50 & neig}ﬁbri,ng farmer hrought his 'breaking
plow”to piow s stretech recently cleared of trees. I was movac{to {era 5ta see the
four homses whipped to pull to ‘H‘ﬁ'eir fullest strengthi, as alsoc whenever a hot-

tempered farmer punished & horse by whipping or even klckei‘_ng it in its flanks!
12

I remember very clearly how beautifully all gsrden truckﬂpro%ered that year on

vtgin newbresk soil. There wae a man in the county called "Blaimer the ditcher."

Can you imagine the laber of grubbing & cut over land to get it ready for Spring

plawing with a breaking-plow? This pood man Blaimer was an example of hard killing

work, Loward the end of his life he was very stooped but still eheerful and the
nei&nor mertioned trat "he had worked himeelf to death.” Which was true, Recently
1 ran acrose a poem entitled "The Ditcher" that fit this good man se well.
COUNTY DITCEES to drain swamps were the vogue durlng these years and I recall thg
afternoon off from school to ﬁﬁg a iuge etsam shivel working in the vieinity.
My dad telling the igs kids that such a machine was busy digglng the Panema énal.
There were various stories afloat about these and were very probaly

SWAMP LIGETS:

true. 1 remember one dark evening in early Spring when there was a loud knock at

the tfoor. Looking out there was a“live talileau Trom the French sgvolution,~-apout

Hywtarttl by .
a haldec?aanaighbora with muskets, brush ecythes, and clubs, lit up eerily by

50a
hand lanterns. The proup insisted that there was "a Spuck” ﬁnwn in a nearby swamp
and they wanted my Ded to go along and investiymte. Well, to calms the)[éitement

Lgd 1nv'if.ed them in to ¥ warm them up with a @uart of "Aber}.e's best" whiskey and

trying to disabuse the sroup aboubt the iSpicks” Whether theref' er they went to
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profuse iisengce of 2aTmIongs. Iocanill the Tames oF rams X thes sincae NE
subseribed for them all and gmnerally won back seversl "premiums" e:ch year for
solving the puzeler contained.There was the “Regenshurger Marlenkalender,” the
"Michael's halender"published in “urope and the foliwwing published in the U.S,
"The Wanderer Malender" St, Paul, 4 Missionskalender" publiahed’in Techny Ill.
a 8t. Josephds Kglender published in Mount Angel “rewaon., There were also a
few strays we got, hcld of once in a while published in “erman lanuguage a) eas

of Roumania, Bohemia etc. Anyhow sthese balenders would be exchanged among people

and at-tdmes recd to each other or to their children. A Kalender consisted of de-

tailed annual calendar with 1llustrations and "weather forecasts" and "Bauernregeln/
(directives for tillers of the soil) There were stories and short ncvels, good
noetry, illustrations and a resume of world afraira'yﬁcall ed "Jahr'esrundschau,/' comi-
cal stories  and cartoon illustrations,-- a great variety to sult all tastees. There
were also several Junior magazines in Uerman; outstanding.was the "Jugendfreund”
(Friend of Youth.) Also included in all was some splendid devotional materisl,
I do beleve that the reading and exchanging of these publications did much in the
way of "adult education" for many who had only very likited schooling. “ontents
were nobling and edifjing and varied. For years I have tried to trace down eome
remains of these Kalenders, but with no su.ccess. I believe 5t, Procopius Abbey
Lisle Ill. had sane of these prhlications for adult and Yyoung Bohemian speaking
folk., I recall that I becan reading dfirough thede Kalenders heginning at 8 years.
I do recall{;he wholesame effect on guite a few readers with very limited educa-
tion, Publdic libraries were unknow¢in the countryside, although * remember several
parishes who had parish lending lihraries in two lan -uares, whers patrons would
exchanpe their hooks after the “unday Highmase,

Dad ineisted that we speak Bigh Gorman, (no! dialedt) at home. Often I have becn
most thahkful for this, since 1 could meke all my studies in two.lanruaxe collateral

reading and was able later years to tesch “erman at St. John's and do translating,

o Matee,

down to this day of my retirement, and to appreciate Literature in two.lqﬂfﬁ;'ﬁ‘” 1)
; L ;M?-'ht&;,ﬂdié}ﬁ:"--i" i
Daf 8lso had a hobby for philology. I remember his reading te'us frm,'ﬁu??‘ﬁ.’ )

-I w v d :\'.. r. .:q
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of "Anglo-Saxon rcots" much teo our Woredom at the time. From all this I have
iﬂprited 8 love for philology and it hap been a great help inftudying literature
and hdstory, and an appreciation of Scandinavian languages ete. The rural schools
at the time were bl-Iingual. At times if was.quite a job for the teacher to teach

correct usage of knglish, without dialect creeping in!

BLIZZARDS: I recall a few of these, When one threatened, the children were dismissed

BArprs NP
early and the parents toldf/to be elert in picking up their young énee and these of

neighbors with bob-sleds with plenty of blankets and hay to keep warm. During a:

heavy blizzard there was of course no school,
EPIDEMICS were always a problem with school attendance, with scarla‘bflna, diptheria

measles, smellpox etc., to contend with. At one school Lad and Mother hecane wor-

ried about signs of ddpt.heriA. Cloeing the =chool the while was atrongly objected
to by some. Indesperation vYad contacted #doctor from Sauk Center and I still re-
call his driving cut with a deputy sherriff and maeking the rounds of forms and

putting them under quarantine. I remember how the good old doctor could swear at,

carelessness in this. That solved the problem and thei'e was no school while the

epidemic lasted;
At such "shut-in”times we at home read all we could fet hands on, all the Uerman

and bnglish “eaders again and again, the Kalenders, ete¢. 1 recall fondly the Me-

Guffey ‘‘eaders, the Bible histories,n the interesting "Jtickney readers”and even

the prayerbooks of which Vad had an arsortment., In frigid hlizzard weather we

could ndt drive to church, so we had the prayers of a "house Mass" for a substitute,
If I remember correctly the farmers took turns at "breaking a road" through snow

drifted lanes with a four-horse team. Telenhones did not come in until about

£90609= 190607 and there were many amusing incidents with "rubbering"on the narty

lines. There was a story afloat of certain eimple UGerman women whe thought that

only English went through the wires; no other languare! °
At the school in Uettv township the salary was a little better. 1 helieve there

almost 60 pupils of sechool ‘age with irregular attendance of course. llother helped

trained clder girls to he “teacher's nides“Wwho then conducted the ahm o Las
i TR W\"ﬂ‘ hy

whetrvel reauired srecial hnlv in elementary ntudlw e 3

in phonies, and
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In this day and are can you imagina tring to teach 1st to Rth grade materials

in a one-room achoolhouse, in two lanjuarges, trying to take care of a few non-

German epeaking fomilies such as some fine &candinavian hoiseholds? How could bhey
do 1t? 1o me it was a great lesson in "imlm:tar.ymmnry" how aome of us caught
quite 8 bit whiZe upper classes recited their "eivil oNernme-it), ph}aiologﬁ'%ﬁxﬁ .
graphy, higher mathemstics, reading ete. In attending parechial school for grades

5 to 8 later I began to realize how much I had vickéd up from "kibitzing" in on
recitations of older children. VYad had also quiz programs in religion and “ible
Hietdry which were something like espell-downs, and created a lot of interasat,

Around 190809 thinrs were a liiféR better in Getty township with a better house
and ama new barn for the live stock, so We purchased a b -and-new Illinols narlor
heater with icing-rless {ront. ’ﬁ.-at was the Tirst time I saw coal which was used
together with wood to aid in burning chunks of wood and trimmed stumps. In the up
stalrs rooms o heating drum was irstalled into the stovepipes which did heln to
ward off that awful chill in ge*ting out of "ed and dressing down by the "parlor
stove," It was at this place that Fother nurchased a lot of wool, full of cockle
bure,and I.and my sister had to try to plck out the burs and Lelp comb the wool
with two carding combs, a most wearing and unimtersting task, icther took to
spinning and many an article of winter wear rradually evolved from the new yarn,

I recall one sumner taking a horse blanket and tying together the four ends with
washline, hanging the contraption from a tree branch and then crawling into this
sack end playing ‘.:ariqole:jwell the blanket ends slippnad out of the rope and I
went ingloriously down to the ground. As scon as Mother h:d felt of my bones to see
that nothing was broken, she gave me a pood licking for my carelessness.

THE GAME OF MUCK" in the country schocl. This was a simple game alsc called "Chas-

ing the ni'g.” Five or six holes were made in a & or 7 foot circle. &very player

had a stick. There was one more player than outside holes. Ttere wos mﬁﬁn
(Hvrg 1 f wfs LA )

the middle of the circle too. *veryone had his stick in this hole and eircled

around to a chant something like this: “Ree Rah Rumm. “e who hee no hole is dumb."

holped to hit the muck, of" nlg ( a block of wood or an old can, vy it
-m-{)\ rﬂ ¥

Wl wre mancb b oshort Bad e 4ov £ et #he muelk back into the ﬂmé"’" »

ST LY
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If and when he did, he ecalled out "Chenge holes!" AllY players did and th‘e chnser
quickly srabbed one of the holes with his stick and another player was left without one.
Everyone tried to knock the muck out again and a rew chaser hed to take over. It was a
great zsme for ganging up on some“sorehead.h Yes, there we' @ barked shine connected with
it. Otherwise there werse 8 sort of bassball gamas with héme-made Tules and balle s OT
some rubber ball one had. Then there was the old .and simple "antk-over" ‘'run sheep
run," hide-and seek, marbles snd other simple.jamew. The younger girls played such
games as"ring-around-the-rosy'or used the pile of cord wood to play house if the boys
did not use the pile for 'playing traint

In 1909 we moved to the new hamlet of Greenwald Minn., where there was ‘2 better house
and & roomy lor barn f{rom pioneer days. And here I experienced the greatest thrill of
my boyhood; namely the building of the Sos Line railrcad from Glenwoed to Superiot.
From Getty townehip we had watched the surveying ~nd the he-innirgs 'of the grade.
There wag néne of the gigantic modern earth-moving machinery, and I still have memories
of many two-horsqbcrapers and pick and shovel laborers building up the grades, and
bridge crews puttiq?in the trestles and culverts., Finally came the track~laying, and
was that something to watch, with laborers drrting in and out laying ties and rails
ahead of & "work-train." Scon regular freights and a small passenger train were run-
ming and to our ycung minds it was fascinating "to watch the trein come in" with freight
and passengdrs, loading and unloading from the elerators and cattle-yard. Thus a number
of play activities during school recess were in imitation of raiiroadirg. Yrain cre%s
were idolized;and interested we watched the sgftchmen do thelir work, and cars from
many different railrecads go by,(and listing them.) Al} in all the railroad h-d brougght
many interesting things to watch,

As to school-life I recall another incident that had an infJuence on my life., Ancther
lad and myself were to memorize a diggldg{ He didﬂggg I was too lazy to memorize. So
my Dad gave me a public bawling~out that has induced me to alwiys learn letier-perfecl

the lines for any rrogram or play.

DRAKATIC ACTIVITIES: Almost every parish in the ¢ unty had its amateur dramtic club.

e ¥l
Someone was generally found to direct, the local teachar or Grriddet, or.s

SaN e
AT
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Mast of the plays were in the mother-tongue of the ploneers; namelv German.
I recall such old favorites as "Ida ron ‘ogrenburg," "Rousa von ﬁnnénurg,"d-
"Benoveva' on the serlous slde,and & good deal of comedy. 4 surprising amount
of home talent was often found, and of comrse the Tauy y;aa”thnt hapren in almost,
every play were a & topic of merriwent for a long time after.

In late summer of 1907 we moved agailf,this )time to Getty “owmship $.%. of Melere
Grovs, to a better house and even a new barn and buggy shed and & full-zize cellar.
Here Mother again planted a large garden, and with her green thumb, & number of
flower beds. and Dad agein planted a row of treee which are mtiil there today.)
The school had a new jacket type furhace which hefimlgng the hsating. I
recall how many children had cold feet on arrivirg at school snd Yad always had
a few long i:enches around the stove or furnace for those to sit,to warm their

feet mhile they studied. The school entry was not heated and so the children's

lunches froze by lulnch time unless thevput their (gallon syrup pails) near the

stove. -
At Millwood where was born (at hame like the rest of us) I awoke
|

during the night to the sm;n}"‘of a vligomus slapping. Ndxt morning I was told
that "the stork had brought a healthy baby brother during the night." I replied:
"That's risht! I heargthe flnpping of his wings" to the merriment of all, While
my dear Mother was confined to bed I was trying to helr Dad spréd some cut hay
and ran the f:ﬂgf&ne through my toe. This soon turned bl.ck and I recall my
mother ecalling for a razor}obgf’éhzﬁaiﬁﬁic acid solution with which to trim
away the "p oud flesh” and then wrafp the toe up in carbolic acid solution. Well
though the treatment ceemed harsh, 1 kept the toe!

It was always fun to watch.-the Zx neighboring farmers plow, drill i,n the seed,
and harvest the grain. In helping to mather hay. to be pitched onto the hayrack
lots &f field mice showed up under the havpiles. These 1 impeled onto my fork and
fed them to our little dog"lrusty" lell,the dog.outdid himself eating all those

mice, fur and all,and develpped a bad case of indigestion which mMother medicated

oy
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instead of the tompdrarental windmiil. *his was around 1909 when the farmers
were slowly acquring pas engines to srrind the stock feed and ‘o run tlie grain
cleaning "fanning mill." Interesting tf alsc was to wath Szgﬁ}armers transport
the new hay into the larpe haymows with a patent "fork" or a aling device. In
haying season I remember how good the noonday luMcfy tasted out in the field, and
how the herew sweaty horses enjoyed their feedbags.

I remember playing with the air pump to my lather's "air-brush” in his "studio’
»nd once tried to see how much air I coild‘swallow.llhe result not too gdﬂ with
a suspicious belly-ache. ithen ftother found out ahout it + suppose she thought
too, "Why Mothers Yet Gray."I also remember some of the home entertaimment de-
vices, the stereopticon, the music hoxew, (called a "Drehorﬂslﬂ)in German. With
better times around 1912 some farmers bought ergans or pianes and renerally. had
one of the children take lessons. {hat made for sonafests when folks got together
beside other games played such as "BlindCow" or"Blind Man's Buff." guessing games
and other himeemade entertainment; sometimes too, square dances in spite of limi-
ted space in winter. I recall a heavy winter of 1911-12 when kiother and Yad had
t0 practically tunnel out to the home-built (out of packing boxes) smoke house
for the delightful home-m de sausage. At our lact achool "residence (a%’the old
schoolhouse converted into a crude "home"ﬁﬁ:?;d no horse and bupgy, which required
waling to church and Communion instructions ¢bout 3-3% miles unless some sympa-
thetic heighbor gave one a ride., The famlly moved to St, Cloud:;f:;e sunrer 1912
Faor a few more years Dad taught in nkighboring rural schools and then went to work
Tor the railrdad untif retirement. Due to the meawer vagea of teaching it took
Dad quite a few years to pay?}{ong-standing debts, By this time I could help aleong

a little with a dollar- a-week naper route and delivering for a bukery. llow proud

I felt with mybecond~hand bicycle with package carriers attached!

. -
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A TEMPTATION

Certainly, the life of our Blessed Savior 1s most rich in human
appeal. Did He not come emong us on earth to give us an exampls, to
teach us to dollow in His fofotsteps, to show ug in everything, the
way, the Truth and the ILifeT "I have given you an_example that as T

have done to you, 80 you do also." Like to us in everything ezcept sin,

Y“e possed through ell the stages of hggnanity, end even was tempted for
usy~and dire®tly by the devil. NMeéd you wonder then if the doevil tries

and t empte those who would Ffollow Christ closely? Yed, 1t seems that
the more a person tries to live the imitation of Christ, often Satan
logsens all his hellish forces onto such a soul. Sinners whom the
devil can possess without resistance, he does not tempt. He will get
them into his clutches anyhovgﬂ;ith little or no effort!

Learn & lesson from the life of St. Augustine. During hls younger
years he led a life of sin and enjoyed comparative peace with little
or no temptation to vex him! As soon however as he had converted and
tried to lead a gdod life of penance, he was tortured by most severe
and discouraging temptetions. For five yeers that kept up; one day he
would thing himself rinally liberatedP the next day the temptations
vould return wikk more violent than ever. This is nothing utrusuel in
the lives of the Saints. Just consider St, Paul, who after having
been wrapped tp into the third hesaven wus continually bothered by
'*emptation. He himseclf tells us: "And lest the greatness of tha revela-
tions should exalt me, there was &lven to wme a sting of my flegh, and
angel of Saten to burffet ie. For which thing thrice I besought the Lord,
thet it might dppart from me. .nd he sald to me: by grace is sufficient
for thee:for power is made perfect in infirmity” God means to sey:
If I pernit Satan to tempt you, Satan can do you no harm, as long as

you rely on me and Lkeep on- asking me to help you. If God te on our
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side, the devil is muech like a cheined dcg, but keep out of his reach
¢o not parley with him and keep away from tle occusion to sin. If you
lock for trouble you will find it aplenty and Cod may permlt you to
fall mlserably becsuse you rely on your own strength too much as did
alse St, Peter. "He who sesks danger shall perish in it" "He who
touches pltceh shall be defihed”

"My grace -is suffi@cianﬁ for tbea:" Christian soul, be not alarmed,
be not dleeouraged no matter how long and_ how fivlently vou are assalled,
Those distressing temptations may be quite a good sign thet you are
leading & virtuous life. Were it otherwise, Satan might not bother
you 80 &s to leave you in a false peace. An old kinner of long
stending may bc so hardened in sin from long misuse of God's &race
that he can hardly tell when he is tempted anymore. Thot's & sad
stdfle of thinge indeed. ‘

"Watch and pray!™ That's your part that wlll brook A0 excuse.
Temptation may assail you more than.otheré;:or 8ven 'at the most sacred
moments, during Holy ifass, at Edly Zommunion. dgain tiie devil's trick.
trying to make Haly iess or commﬁnidn ddstressing for yéh. Té.éoﬁsble "

you in this difficulty our Lord %od permitted the davil aven to touch

dls saored person, cerrying to the high mountain tqb. Yes, there are
dases of possession off record kk where the ppssééseh LOrsSon even re-
celved Holy Comaunion for long periods of time before the devil was
finally expelled! Watoh and pray.. The devil never sleeps. The soul
face to face with sternity he tries to tempt to despalr.

"For power 1s made perfect ip ipfirmity"™ Rest assured that every temp~
tation that you overtome successfully shell recelve its reward in the
life to come. ZXvery victory mekes you stronger and holier; every fall
makes you weaker, A car or lovometive gzolng uphill cen travel much ea-
gler a Zong as it keeps going. Once stop ahd you will have a harder

Job gettirg started egain., let the machine roll downhill and if you
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have not good stronz brakes applied at once, you will pile up at the
bottom. of the hill! He who hesitates may be lost, The best defensive
ls a constant offemmive!

"He who thinks himself to stand, let him tmke heed lest he fall:”
See how St. Peter bluste?ed: "ITf all shell be scandalized in Thee,
vet will I'not be scandalized in Thee: T will lay dowh my 1ife for
Thee." 0 yes? A little courtmald starts to twit him: “I sweer that I
know not the man! That from the'prince of the Apostles, Just made
& blshop, the first Pope" He . trusts toe much in his own strength and
so Christ lets him fall to teach ‘him a 1essonJ Puor Leter he surely
had to learn many a hard humiliating lesson!

Fow should you act when temptation chomep'vioJent? Leep cook and
do not get exeited. lespise ﬁhé temptation and keey busy. busy and
interested, with anythlng‘ But you may say: - Those tempﬁations, {e.g
against purlty ars Bimply impossible to thrnst out at times.” Hours,
days, weeks! Do not rorget txat grage will work to the fall if you
do all in your power that is, natural. "Gratia gupporlt naturam.

(I

sens sana in corpore sano, " Use common sense plus prayer!

Sin is in the will, no mamer h0w strnng temytat on may be! Temp-
taticn is never sin, emen thnugh feeling, emotions phySidal 8’de of ocur
belng be arouged. a8 long as the will holds 6ut.ybu have galned a meri-
torious vietory. fod will not permit ﬁs to be tempted above that which
we are able. Thbse who kry to J eady - Godfearing lives the deVLl tries
to worry and fret, amd confuse and diaoourage * Vhen He cannot make them
congent he tries to make them believe that they did oonSent and destrou
their peace of mind ané.;;f;uié ;Qem 1f he can with the pains of hell

Yes, the kingdom of fod does. suffer viclence, and only the violent
shall bear it away. "ilelil® est pro castitate pati quam mori."

¥o crossh no erown!
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"Butmdeliver us from evil"

o Sin is the chief evil from which we ask celiverance, ever mindful
of our weal fallen human nature. St. James says: "Let no men when he
is tempted say that he is tempted by God." Bvery man is t smpted by
his own concupiscence, being drawn awey and allured. Temptation pro-
ceeds from the corrurt desires of our flesh. Unlike the beasts, man
has wlll and reason wherewith to hold these in oheck. There can be no
Preece and harmony between our sensual impudkes and our intellectual
faculties and will and reason must sver be on the alert, if man, the
lord of oreation, is not to fall into the lowest ane most degrading g
slevery, and become bound by the fétters of xmem sensuality.

Our natural instincts are good when guided and governed by reason
and wkll., We «re liable to be carried away by them. Sensuality rages
like a fire. "Watch ye and pray" says Christ. This solves the problem
of incessent warfare hetween our humen nature and God's law. FPrayer
and vigilance are still not enough. Ixertion plus humble prayer; it e:
the sctive 1ife of faith,

"AENE OF OVERCOMING TEMPTATION:. Watshfulness and prayer requlre to
be tafight, to be learnsd. Ve must have the habit of prayer. Modern
education 1s always trying to find some new_plan of inculcating morali-

ty, but let us acknowledge that thcre is nothlng like pryer. Hxmik

Unheppily at the present day meny people have lost the hatit or the
taste of leaning for prayer. Besides, not:iing but a constent strength-
ening of the willpower cen really avett a fall.

We pray "lead us not into temptation”because of cur human frailty,
temptations of the flesh and the onslaughts. of the devil.l For mour
wrestling 1s not against flesh and blood; but against prinoipalities
and powers, against the rulers of the world of this darkness, agelnst

the spirits of wickedness in the high places.™ It 1s only with great

difficulty that we cen escape them. Thelir power is mighty, thelr
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oourage undaunted, their hatred of us enormous and ummeasurable. They
wage a EE perpetual war, so that with them there ean be no beace, no
truce. Sinners whom the devil cun possess w thout resistance, he does
not tempt.

"The Lord your God tries you, thatit may appear whether You love Him
or not." (Deut. X111, B3) "Blessed is the man," says St. James, "that
endureth temptation, for when he hath been proved » he shall recelve the

crown of life which God hath promised to them that love Kim. ™
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