Diveese of St Cloud

CHANCERY OFFICE
ST.CLOUD, MINNESOTA

August 9, 1961

Rt. Rev, Baldwin Dworschak, O,S.B.,
Abbot

St, John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota

Dear Father Abbot:

In reply to your letter of August 3, I hereby approve
all of the changes that you have suggested in the various parishes and
the chaplaincy at St. Benedict's.

We will put all of the appointments in the paper for
the issue of the week of August 13, even those that become effective
later in the month. I hereby grant the Faculties to all of the newly
appointed priests working in the diocese.

The parish of St. Joseph is, perhaps, in need of
someone with a temperament of Father Othmar. Iam definitely
relying on Father Hubert's going to the State School at Cambridge.
That appointment will not be made until the week of August 27 and it
will be effective the following week because several other changes
are involved with the resignation of Father Funk at Greenwald who
will not be leaving until the week of September 3.

I presume that ¥Father Gunther has the Faculties of
the diacese. You might tell him to come in to see e during the firat
few weeks after his appointment to discuss certain matters.

I am sure that Father Bundo will do good work at
Cold Spring. Kindly impress Father Aquinas that his work at the
high achool in Cold Spring is not to be neglected because of his work
at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Richmond,

I would also like to call to your attention that St.
Augustine's Parish in St. Cloud is in need of another amssistant and
I was in hopes that you would appoint an additional priest there this

year.
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Rt. Rev, Baldwin Dworschak, O,S, B, August 9, 1961
Collegeville, Minnesota Page #2

I also would like to have you tell Father John that
1 will not offer up the Pontifical High Mass facing the people on the
day of the Dedication, My reason is this: I have refused this per-
mission to a few priesats in the diocese and in one instance I had to
stop one of the prieete from saying Mass facing the people and, thus,
you can readily see that in order to be consistent in this matter it
would not be proper for me to offer up Holy Mass facing the people
on the day of the Dedication, This, of course, will not inconvenience
anyone,

With best wishes and God'a blessing, I am

Sincerely yours in Chrigst
/

77

Bishop of St. Cloud

PWB:cjc
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St. Joseph, Aug, 13, 1961: The Good Samaritan:

" ;z,/fé;/'&z%wwf /53

“1"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mere

The meaning of Cx rable should be very clear to any child. We thiz{of neigh-

borliness merely as charity; helping someone out in material matters. But the

law and example of Christ would have us go much farther and deeper than that,--to the

noint pof deep sympathy and understanding 4or those who are struck down by rror

© thos i{%mplete or false religions who may be groping for the Truth, tﬁ%
; .. bave never had the opportunity to know the true Christ, who are not born into the C}ﬁmch,

se - 3and have never had the opportunity of real Christian training. To'all these we must ever
~+/ xeop an open mind and heart so that many the world over may find the way to the true Churcl;»

or may find their way back to it, i

Jt has been trained into you constantly to sgmember the poor souls in your prayers and
4 works, Very good and meritorious; wwh it is even more important to rray im-sesams -
«ewrln gl oub-of -nessen. for the converslon gi slnners and ‘our non-Catholic fellow citizens.
Tﬁis 1s the message of l‘atin_tgrias we woll know; nemely that countless souls will go lost
unless many the world ‘over ‘pray for them and endlure for them and or them the grace
of light and conversion. That 1s really being a good Samaritan: "MGo thou and do like-
Py £ 2 §Oo8
For many ysars you have been known to be pensrous to the constant appeals of vour
Bishop and pastors and the missionaries who have visited, to help spread the Xingdom of
fod at home and abroad, {Tn fact the second collection tOddV is sl ibed toward that pur-
vose,--to broadeast information of our true Faith, And yet, we vidually have a vart
to play in the increase of Christ's Kingdom, _At work and socia %x{ we 50 often mingle with
those of other Faiths or of no Buith ('vnth the widespread Gommnications everywhore,
Whether we realize it or not, ﬁﬁrw expect more of us in our everyday conduct, as
Catholics. Our Lord indeastes, that much more vas cEpebed of the Je‘w;lsh priest and evite
who passed by the wounded fellow lying at the side of the road, fﬁm outcast Samaritan
took pity onshim! "Freely have you receivoad, freely give!™ sald our Lord.
f‘ \$ :
. In the daily mementos thatg are reconmended to the priest before the morning Mases, -0 0%
i%there are such as these: ‘ror all thoss who are to die today." '"For dying sinners’ . rgg{,‘@
‘// YFor all who are to die sudder and unprovided deaths." "For the conversion of sinneI‘Z‘
P and the fallen-away." P;lfc. Over against such sad slatea of uscul that might end in,
ebernal death, the sipht of that ounded traveller is enly a faint symb "iho the
1W%?hborq @2? Mg/"“ ol prares! """y 'w.'c‘n-'w 3, o ’“”?)h ?’,’
* fxample is strongef thaf precept." How many heve been kept from the”road to convex'aion
of the true Faith by an unChristian example! E.G: Misusing the holy Name of Jesus Christ
in a disrespectful or blasphemous manner for any or no reason at all. DUishonesty, Flagrant

violaticna of the Elghth Comnmandment,--disregarding all laws of Christian charity or of

Christian sportsmensiiin., e do have a grave responsibility to be true "Christophers,”--

Christ bearers, at all timpa

UL ?l‘/“_n’ V/wﬂ - '
'he man sorely wounded by those robbers is a type of the man wounded by sin. One wone ., .

twrs what might have happendd to Judass, had he found one sympathetic ear in his ewfnls el
af ony of soul when he rea{ized his treachery?? Mghtﬁt?khgvgﬁ)®become a holy penitent?

He ha j sorrow: "I have hatrayed innocent blood!" Remembér how those temnle priests

snee at him: "What 18 thut to us? look you to it!®

When all is said and done, Chariz?wi;; cover a multitude of sins., For the unmerciful

to their wounded brethren, there’®hafl be too a judgment without mercy. ® Blessed are the
merciful for they shall obtain merc 7 Having become man, Christ is brought close to ue

by the great compassion lle has shown to us, He is the great highpriest who can have com-
pagsion on those who_err, Tg this we should imitate Him at all times, remembering that

we too can .{‘allwljexcept for the grace of God\ So,why not place into our daily prayers

dnd good WoiKs and Masszs, a constant vetition and stonement "for the conversion of simners.”
Sure].}r;t here ce:}?e no dearer vrayer.ba the heaxd -eofifmd,

rr2s. m:m "B’

ol gl
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gave power to hecome Song of God. (Consider today's Epistle.)
;"Feh

1

L)

J7

i LiTE —w~——§
the voice of iis infallible, Church??
int&hsely practical. We save our souls through

) (36)

SUNLAY WITIIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS: (St. Joseph Minn. 12/31/610)
{ ? ,g.,.w.;{] e lrbaon,
! e o
The"world about ug/hardly observes any Christmas Octave, o & Christmastide. For us thegse

sacred days sre and”lovingly gozp the sacred Crib and silently to

let, its light shine into offr hearts and there Lesr fruit, "To that received Him, He
: ,,%4//6. et Lyttt

. ~{
mﬁ;’y in Israel:

W %
old thié chi is set for the fall, and for the resurrec
and for a sign wnich shall be contradicted.”

MW
THE CRIH AND THE ASS: Offertory at the cave of Hethlshem. Surely tﬁ can easily imagine
and understand the feelings and sentiments and reactions of those shepherds, rough, simple
souls, toward that poor babe and its mother and fosterfather, Femxwo e
W The tabe that was born amifd the beasts of the field, as had been pro-
t

Rhkyiock
phesiad he Psalmis7 It is easy. to.undersie for some weeks, the holy family had
to remain there@afere'“the flight i?to EW Vory little money {F any};,éi,jw 374

b Hith those simple pherds, we know that hospitality to the stranger was a religion!
LR

/

/

Nc less than af &r from Heaven had told them who it was 1ying there in the rough
manger under the humble ordinary appearance of an Infant! And they believed! It does
not take much imagination to picture those shepherds and their wives bringing gfg}li%};eir
own simple and meagre provisions, such things as bread, oil, milk and wine andA uits,~--
perhaps a mantle for Mary and Joseph, a homespun woolen coverlet for .the Infant, and the
like, jd vige know that in a few days came the dise Men from the Zast with their glfits,
s orer Wl G 0!
All these believed! The Infant and Mary and Jogeph to them looked little jf-eny dif-

ferent from any other couple wandering in for the census, Zut sheprds and Wise #en
believe the lessengers from Heaven. "hy is our Falth not more firm in Christ's words and

For, our holy’religlon is real, eveyday,
the riysteries of our holy religion, ageording as we make them part of our lives, at ALL
times of the year. Christ IS born, ' “hatsocaver you do to one of these my 1ittle ones,

ou have done it 'mnto me.’

The Holy Mass is a continuation of Bethlehem, daily, intimebely, in rzality! e offer
gur presence, wondering and believing as dicd the shepherds. “e offer our gifts in the
way of contributions. ‘e offer cur pengnces., We offer our good will and our good in-

tentions., 'le come to be instructed and tearn, We coms to unite ourselves mest closely
with that same sabe, of Bethlehem, Sg Bethlehem i3 continued and lives on' With every
single Holy 1‘4&55.%«/ 7/ SFE T

4 _ad:

Those shepherds came and believed and adored, They put themselves out. They vers in-
terested, A4fber such a tremendous revelation from Heaven, we wonder how many of them be-
came, thirty years later, the first disciples and believers?

So did fnpa and Simeon in the Temple belleve!- Ve believe in that same real presence.
And what do we do about it? Vthy ar our daily lives more lives of Faith? ‘e live
in an age of growing and darkfThy cfg‘sﬁ%r. Why" [pactive Fajith. This ¢hild IS set
for the fall and the resurrection of many in Israel, 7The final outcome for all eternity
DZPENDS ON US! The service of Cod is bound to be accompanied by penance, self-denial,
wearinews, forgetfulness of self, herolc charity and everything that Christ and Hia blessed
dother and fosterfather exemplified for us by their lifesand actions.
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SDaY TUL L ocT,..-._y,.J (26)
CF CLALETEL 8

VARIGUS NUM_ S FROR: Yo SRS AGO:
{Luke 2, 24)

"This child is set for the l'all and for the Resurrection of many in Israel."

A seundingly strange nrophecy. “ith the emtrance of Yesus Christ irto this

world, the judmment of tlhe worldd began, the separstion ol 211 sen into two

opposite cemps. Christ's hermer is toc one arognc which we rally, or widch
we artact . "“hfffentire rezction and opeoration iz one of tie 8Sririt. ‘those

carital inborn vices of sensuelity and svaricer@na price :nd all tie otiers

are the source of 81l temptation and simnd trerefore of «1l the spposition and
gontradiction to Clirisi, aavel ‘%f)’%

Christ wes born rigit amidst nrivation and sutfering in order to rortale of

L A

.

our conrion 1ot from tig stert. Tle world hotes sell-derial, {suirs ing &nd uor-
T , -

tifizstion.®r word and aamde Clrist Lcach.cs us tint they awe not stch an evil
=3 ) &K, e
4t L6 world makes of thems nor 2 life of .ar Ef-NA nlsasure sucua s hlrssing

as tiie warld wonld rmale us helieve, In b e plm of Clrist, se¢lf-derdisl and sui-

s

Lering “re ahsolutelw npce%qar" ¢’ o nv is Clirist a/fis way ¢ s3isn whien

=lall he contradicted,

Cirist was horn in provertv becodge tle vorld 45 iull of avarice. »e¢ proclsined

and er &plified & war of life dir sctly opposed to this. "3dlesscu &re tie poor
iv sripit.% s Bt. Taul savs: "Tou 'now tie frice ol our lord Jesus Christ

tiat helug rich ;e bacame poor for vour sales: thal through his

rigglt be rich."(IT Gor., R, 9) Zo C.rist was bhorn in lowliness to ul to siane

poverty vou

the wride and 2varice of wen, So desn is the lowering of fiod's mafeoty

A 84S potremad!

Ciriet Jesus tiet tle world cancob comnreiepd it. Ther.fore, Chriet $esus

erudified is "unts the J:ws f-deed a ety bling Bloek, and usto tie Cenhiles

foolisimess.? ( T Cor. 1, 23) For bv uis aramrle ue condenns t.o vain lory

o ris world and itz vanity. "Unless rou be wervirted, ane hecome (Lumble) as

EPAAKS
little ciildren. uo paseer silentl Jrom tle Crib,

If ve would bz frue followers of Cirist, t cr- is no otler ciclee 2oft us

but to "eep what ire have rromised in Saptisw; remely, to renounce Latan ard

11 1is viecesa. :is pride and vaintlopy. Cilizens of Ciwist's cirpgdome we nave

o
hzen electzd 1o be .E‘orew:r/ Trc»."i{ors we mayr hecon 1L we 50 cheose. ut
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LS TIANS . [
baptized GieEhmdseer~we remain nevertheless for all Lternity. The true fellower
of Urrist can never accomodabe Limself tc the travsitory maxime of tiis world.

Let us ret eortradict Christ by a worldlr materlalistic way of 1life., "7 oso~

ev.r ehell fall on this ctone, shall he breken: but on wicmsoover IT Lxddse
"
gshall fall; it shall grind him to powder, (ffatt. 21, L4)
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Telophone 3087506

@huech of Bt Jogeph

Bt. Homephy, Minnesnta
Jan. 22, 1962

Rt. Rev, dear Father Abbot:
Inclosed I am forwarding two checks, (parish serial numbers 6957 and 6958,) total 5175.00
to aprly on the St, Demetrius Priesthood Scholarship Fund, started by Fr. Hibert. This

amount represents denations from various sources, which will be on the printed statement
when same comes out this week.

Also my anmual personal statement and checks to cover surplus income of $1100, plus
balance of salary for Fr. Alban for five months here,i 263,50, Total of checks, #1363.50

Eespectfully,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
ORFICE OF'T'HR ABBOT
January 23, 1962

Dear Father Othmar,

Thank you for your Personal Account for 1961 together with checks to
the amount of $1,363.50. This is a good amount I think considering
the shifting arcund and the medical expenses that you had to take
care of yourself. In general, the amount that the Fathers in the
parishes have bean sending to the Abbey this year is better.

Fr. Quentin is much better than when I last reported his condition.

I was surprised at the rather sudden turn for the better in what
looked like a rather hopeless case of phobias., Just vwhut brought om
this condition while he was at Bimini no one knows. He had been com-
ing in to Nassau every two weeks, and for the past year there have
been Sisters at Biminj. Bishop Hagarty will be gatting a priest from
the winona diocese who this past year was working as a deacon in Nas-
sau. The cleric¢c Fr. Alvin will be ordained in June and return te¢ the
Bahamas, and thus the clergy down there 1z building up.

May God continue to bleass your werk at St, Joceph.
Devotedly yours,

0SB HOHMANN_00546




wa/y///”/‘ -1-
MORTAL 35 XN, IHE EFFECTS OF yORTALSIN'

O a2, dpa b szeeld M;{d{;# R aandt rh«w, truee) n/ﬂ)ﬁ'ﬂﬂt&p‘é‘ Dr Acrecy

Ty N
"Say not: I have sinned and what hath befallen me? For the Mogt High is a patient
(rewarder." (Eccli., V,4)

More than 3000 years ago, thus spoke David the prephet: YSin, crime, who shall ever
understand it! Comprehend 1t! Precisely because we do not comprehend sin, (and it may

be, take very little troubls to find ou'q) what sin actually means in the sight of God

B,

insist on {illing up their mortal days, ,beap#:r}s“sain..pm. sin! (ALl such wilful ignorance
shall not hessmsr change the situation one bit. I speak tonight particularly of mortal
gin,--gralevous serious sin. That 1s,a knowing and wilful deliberate going against, a
twisting, warping, pervefting, sabotaging (call it what you will)--of God's all-wise
plan in an important matter.” % means to disobey God's Woly Will by preferring our
own sweet will and pleagure to His. I said: "in an important matter.” What constitutes
an Important matter? A G‘;g: ;a clearly told us through the Scriptures, by His prophets,
through His own Son, the Apostles. Furthermore in this our day,Christ'e infallible
Church interprets what is right and wrong:{%f‘;riewunly dangerous before-Gid in the
light of reason and experience.

What especially distinguishes you from the animal? hﬁur reason_and free will.
That free will is a mysterioue and frightful faculty which God \hlf{;xever take awsy,--
no not even when wan with that very wil%d@y memally, and freely choosarto
4o.te Hell] Man #lns by thought, desire, word, action and ommission »=+~in other words
by wilfully misusing the faculties or powers of mind and body that God has given him.
The sinner throws off the sweet yoke of Christ and says in effect the same as Lucifer <4
aeons ago: "I will not serve!" The sinner actually makee the Redeemer's Blood of no
avail, even though it wzs‘d u oui- for all sinners. By his rebellion, the sinner
would destroy God and God.;s holy all-wise plan;-if he could. St. Paul uses pretty
strong language: "They crucify over and over again the Son of God in their hearts and
& "disordered"

make a mockery of Hym." (Heb, VI,6) Sin, in its essence ia an unlawful,

turaing awey from God and turning toward the creature for some transitory satisfaction.

Yes, as St. Paul plainly says: 8in is a serving of IDCL5, Idols far more shameful and
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stupid and insane in nature than the kind we lnugh\ at in thw lgathen and
the savage,

The laws of Nature are also the lawa of God. Ié‘;agine what would happen if the plenets
were to foresake their orbits, their Godérdained plan and course! If & car or & train
runs off the road, you know what happens! Multinly such natural catastrophes in terms
of the supornatural and you might get some idea of what mortal sin is! Mortal sin is
like a capital crime againet the State, deserving of the punishment of death. In com-
parison, venial sin is like a lesser offense, punishable by fine or shorter imprison-
ment, You know of course that any and all mortal sin can be forgiven in Confession,
and by & sincere Act of Contrition, by whole-hearted sorrow and rapentance ,--Bgﬁg{eq
¥ou do what is nedessary. Our Lord's parable of the prodligal son shows us in very
touching manner that goi }‘Iﬁ"{‘},éﬁ_?,o forgive any and all sins .even before we ask Him,

"As I live, saith the Lord, T will not the death of the sinner, but that he be conver-
{tad and 1ive!" Is it not a sad fact, that Just because God 1s so ready to forgive sin
and Christ has mads 1% 80 _easy, men will still shamelessly abuse that all-merciful Love?
And take so littls pains to 5%3}& of mortal sin,or to make amends and repsration for
sins commdtted?
THE EFFECTS OF MORTAL SIN: But, how seldom do men ever think seriously of the disas-
trous far-reaching after-effects of all mortal sin! You might have little fear or res-.
pect for a stick of dynamitesor a rectless driver, until' you oncelwitness thei frightful
effects! ofzbrbinl  For, gven though mortal sin and the punishment of helifire be forgiven

by sincere repentance in a good Confession, remember that the gig_qg;xggﬁ._aﬁ‘e,n:gf&cig

5111l remain! You know that certain diseases, even though cured, do leave weaknesses
and after-effects and predispositions to relapse and to other ailments! These may and
often do last for life. About all one can do 1is make the best of the sltuation and
apply all safeguards he knows of. Take for instance scarlet fever, malaria, theumatic
i‘gver! tuberculosis, polie, a badly injured back, or brain, or heart! Multiply all such

Anfter-ei‘i‘ecta 5:~n the light of the _epirktual and the superngtural and in the light of
S__&S,{‘e‘!, S‘g.:jgzgfgr‘e. Then maybe you might think a little more serlously about conmitting
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tures of old: "I have sinned, and what hath befnllen me? " Or as they-weuld smy

today: "So what " LZ'[ BY it il, fideith 2"

We are told by the Fénten prophets that mortal sin, with one stroke sweeps sway all
your good works, and all your merits, as a sharp frost or a hailstorm or a grasshopper
plague, may in a few minutes m the filnest bumper ecrop. You know what may happen
1f you play with fire by an open gas tank, or play with a Losde| gun, or ingist on driy-
ing recklessly. When the ambulance or the coroner picks up what 18 left, then iduemdd-be

’ﬂo:juat too Jate to whine and whimper: "I didn't mean it I didn't think that would hap-
pent That's just too badl God may forgive but Nature dosh'sy “Tough, isn't 167"
Just a 1ittle symbol of the effects of mortsl ain!
Time spsnt in mortal sin is hopelessly and forever wasted! Aﬁh{fﬁ;‘ﬁn‘; in that
state’.there is no chance of gaining any merit or reward whatsoever for eternity. The
eoul in the-state=o mortal sin is like an eroded desert where nothing can any more
grow. Such & soul must first be irrigated by sincere tears of repentance. #-you rew,
at this pofnt realize a little better what mortal sin leaves behind in the soul! 1If go,
you might understand just a little what is meant by "the mystery of evil” which causes
such havoc in the lives of individusls y families, and entire nations'%?ou know What
happened to Adam and Fve when they sinned, I{‘tj the end of time man must> suffer from the
effects of that first disobedienae.' You have learned that man's understanding became
darkened, his will weakened, his whole nature inclined to do evil Oh, what mekes of
this sad earth such a bloody?;:gle’of’f;z:;;‘; ! Pgverty, injustice, dire need, wars, hung~
er, pestilence; tears and thousandfold misery, dlspeneions apd strife, lying and treach-
ery, cruelty murder and death! Truly, "the ges'::;’ain is death!"”
Well listen: Every time you commit a mortal sin, you accentuate all these awful

effacta oi‘ Adam's fall iy, yonrself, and that's where the habitual sinner my one day

r T -“I‘L 0]
find it mt:ty difficul?ﬁ not next to impossible to "make a comback. ",1 Through nortal
8in the soul becomes blind ﬁor,rh'e Holy Spirit the giverof iight has been thrown out!

Have you any ides of what goul-blindness ia? What we understand as the sin against the

-t

Holy Ghost? It is a wilful sinning against God's light and grace. That erime is for
the most part the reault of 4 wicked life,--mortal sin recklessiy repeated and heaped

LI VENPITN

up beyond number! For it belongs essentially to mortal sin to darken the Epgggshnd}fg
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and to alienate the w:lll‘more and more from God, The more sins & man commits s the more
his
,{will his undetanding be darkened’, 4 The more[will already estranged from God /w.lll be hard-

Nt ¢ i e s

ened until at length hm\ himself in a deplorable state of total blindness and
complete impenitencef 0 yes, by reason of this very blindness, sinners often seem so
gsy and lighthearted and 'enjoying life in spite of their trdgie state. Suobes ke 11v-
ing body feels the stab of a needle, not so a_corpse. ?wioit is with the soul,--as
long as it preserves its Supernatural life and God's friendshlp 1t 1s sensitive to

the least sin. But, ,w-the soul be dwat omew-spiritually dead, it{experiences/ro longer)
any stings of consclence, A1l checks to even the most horrible crimes have Abeen re-
moved. The Philistines first blinded Sgmson the glant, So the davil first blinds
sinners to the malice of sin until, as Jeremias says: "they drink down iniquity ke

water." Hily Scripture expresses the withdrawal of Ged's help in such awful words

as these: "God blinded the eyes er hardened the heart of the sinner." (Z.G. Pharach)
God "delivered him up to & reprobate senge.” (Rom. I, 28) "By reason of the Juultitude
of thy iniquities thy sins are hardened,” (Jer, XXX, lh) With mortal sin there descends
into the soul this awful bli.rfdnesayso that the sinner n\wy no longen we even abls to
distinquigh good from evil. When man becomes rooted and grounded in mortal sin he
becomes incapable of even preferring heaven to hell! In fact, he is nok WY 1oNgar mmen
Interested in heaven or life everlnsting! He may even lose goppletely all salutary
fear of God and His Just judgments. Such a one becomea incapable of ewem understanding
what 1is meant by such expressions as ingratitude to God o contempt for the Croes of
Christ. To such repeated sinners, salfishnesa&hecgn;; eecﬂomtﬁaturo and supsrior to

any love of God (or neighbor) when the chelce 1s between God's rights and their own
74

(14
sweet willA Have you aver thought. of this: A Ch istian who sins brazenly is far worse

than thosefews who, half-cruged withAWM "propaganda" howled on that first
Good Friday: ‘'Mway with this man} Release unto us Barabbas! H;,Ls blood be upon ue
and our children!" 1Is it not a fact that every wilful sinner prefers the_devil and his

idols to Christ? /W/ i S remtens ~m-4 s m.k -7

24
@ff I gald that by mortal sin the will is terribly weakened., With extreme cold one's

limbs become benurbed and paralyzed. So by repeated mortal sin man nay even lose the
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very power to do good! He is held captive by sinful habits lﬂ"‘.:tlhAei.f:.lzjli’ﬂ\'by the tan-
glefoot, or the unfortunate hunter in the quicksand, 'Whowver commits sin is the ser-
vant of sin." (John, VIII, 34) By repstiticn ,e8pecially of exterior sins,is contrac-
ted the habit of sin or VICE as it is called., The sinner then acquiresxkhmodaddoomt

s a certain proficiency, (or "atréinlining") in wickedness. The wil /becomes per-

manently inelined to do evil and’ to spread_evil! Think of all the spoilers and the

W Mwufo
corrupters’ who do the devil's work,—-rotten frults that poison all the alr around

them, Need we say anything further? Look &ll sbout you, Does the above analysis
&”‘JW
e frightening crimes we hear about every day? Sreel A s pepars T el /

Under the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit the regkless sinner only beccumes

Jworse. Yes, the Will becomes so to say "set" in evil, more and more hardened against
wrho, pu-ed

Jod so that 1t becomes much 1ike to the will of Satan; once, & _shining angel! Next,
every mortal sin that is not quickly effaced by nenance,and every vice brings as ite
own punishment other sins and vices of a different nature in its train. The very sins

\M) o

which follow upon a sin may thersfore be called the chastipement of s%f AOne deliberate
mortal sin makes it 8o desperately sasy to commit others. After the Holy Spirit has

departed fropm t.he soul and left it spiritually lifeless, there soon sets in a spiritual
gangrene ;994 w&i::h the rotting decay of a corpse is but an inadequate symbol. As St.

Augustine says: "The man who pers:.sta in iniquity sdds sin to sin."
~ 7
Oh?? 8o you think that this entire ricture is overdrawn? Exaggerated? Well then,
+ goncelted

go ahead and try for once to talk sense to a long-time hardensd stubborn proudjhard-

ened sinner! Try to convert him,--if you can, Try ;‘o stop an oll fire once ign ite%.
om Fory o g i) et o
Set off a blockbuster or an atom bomb and . Well now, 14 tha =

condition of your soul, what can you do about it? Before it 1s eternally too late?
m~—n

To cast off the yoke of habitual sinning, the chains or Blavery, of vice us S cal-

ded,~-that may take a desperate and constant and & hard batile! TIs it not so much

easler to fall into a pit than to get out of it again? AHabit becomes more end more

e
o —
- w———— —mre il

strongly embedded@;t_;ieggh repet.ition of ain.\.’ The deeper you pound a nat(il into a
block of bardwood, the harder it will be to pull out again. You might Jump across

the Mississippl e-vg;-here at its source. Try to do it a few hundred miles downstream,
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There is only one way then to undo the effects of sin: only one road back to God.
That ie sincere ggpggjggggx the _{fg_&mﬁg’wx‘gggiwg‘ine of“unright ;:mnce. Let us say with
David: "Heal me O Lord with the medicine of Penance!' Say not: "I have simned, and
what hath befallen me? For the most High is a patient rewarder." (Eecli. V, 4)
"Delay net to be converted to the Lord Thy God, and defer it not from day to day, for
in the day of His wrath He shall destroy Theel"

"Today when you shall hear His voice, harden nect your hearts!" let us rather say with

the weeping Prodigal Son: "Father I have sinned before Heaven and against Thee! And

with David: "I have sinned more than the sands of the sea!” And with the publicen:
"Lord, be merciful to me a simner!" "0 Passion of Christ s Save usl"

Alternate Addenda: {Cite the example of nightfall at the foot of the Grand Tetons)
"Give ye glory to the Lord your God, before it be dark, and before your feet stumble
u?n the dark mountaius; you shall look for light, and God will turn it into the shgdow

of death and into darkness." (Jer. VIII or XIIT 16)

"Know and see that it 1s a bitter and evil thing to have left the Lord Thy Ged." {Jer)

"You shall seek me and not find me,

The temvoral penalty to follow most certainly upon mortal sin is interior disquie-
tude, the loss of peace and contentment. Mortal sin destroys the ssrenity and cheerful-
ness of soul, "The wicked are like the raging sea that cannot be at rest," (Is.VII, 20)
Secret apprehension and terror follow mortal sin like a shadow, '"He who lives in wmortal
8in carries hell about with him." saye St. John Chrysostom, and the Psalmist: "They
fear where there is no fear,"

Those who inslst on living in mortal sin to pleage _thelr own perverse will cannot
have trus peace. I"ordinate passions are their own punkihment. Spiritual consolations
and sensual gratifications can no more co-exist than fire can mingle with water., Those
who delight in worldly vanities are not capable of tasting the joys of the soul. The
guardian angel must cease to protect those who glve themselves up to sin!
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Telephone 363-7806

Church of 3t Joseph

1. Jomeph, Minneaota
May 21, 1962

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

The enclosed $5.00 is from a dear soul in the parish here, ) Last
winter iIn a spell of illness she seemed rather confused mentally and epoke repeatedly about
a trunk with contents that was supposed to go to 5t. John's,” 4s far as I could make out,
the contents were of little or no value., Now that has recovered she tells me that
tha matter has been taken care of but still says I should send the $5.00 donation when I
write you. '

is over 90 years old and one of the few ploneers left, a very devout soul,
and I belisve a Saint, who prays mich for the priests living and deceased, so I feel rather
appreciative toward her, I was wondering whether it would not be a nice little act of chari-
ty if you or your secretary would write her a 1little ncte of thanks and encouragement, We
do need such praying souls in our parochial work. Thanks much.

Respectfully,

FI‘. Othm.ar O'SUB'

Telophene 383-7505

Chureh of 3t Joseph

B1. Jaseph, Minnesota
May 31, 1962

Rt. Rev, dear Father Abbot:

This is a request for yeur approval for some minor repairs in the scheol and rectory.
All this has the 0.K, of trustees and the Bishep, In the scheol it consists in removing
seme wardrobe partitions to enlarge four classroems, and the incidentals ef electrigal
work, carpenter and cabinet werk and painting. A guess is that it will net run beyend
$12200 or ¥1500.

Permission has also been securdd to spend "several hundred” in inspecting the sagging
church floor and possibly shering same up with scme timbers and a few piers. Nothing
definite has been decided on this as yet,

Respectfully,

, 07
%’ %zf/ﬂ"ﬂf«'f g
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TELEPHONT 232

Ghueel of $t. Joseph

St. Joseply, Binnesota
June 7, 1962

Rt.. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

" Bnclesed find a separate emr'.l.ope, with a check for the St, Demetrius Fund, Also another
envelope with explanation énclosed with a small donation. The rest of this letter was con-
templated and begun already for months, but I kept putting it off. You may think it some-
what strange that I write now lmmediately before retreat, but I can visualize how things
will be next week and thls may save you a little time,

In the first place, you were quite correct in your quick analysis of this parish last
summer, It 1s a growing community, and it looks as though we shall have as many as ten
new families before late next Fall, I have taken a complete census and have been wanting
to make up a set of interesting statistics, as to employment, estimated growth, the kind
of people etc. ete, I think it would be very interesting. For instance, there are very
few rented homes or farms. A fine leaven of new people snd younger couples and different
nationalities have moved in, including soms Protestants and converts. T would say that
the community has much improved in the past 20 years or so, and seems to be a growing and
up-and coming community. I have been agreeably surprised almost every week at many promi-
sing manifestations of community spirit, progressiveness, Catholic action etc. Taking the
census was a genuine pleasure and most satisfying,

I would say that the school is one of the finest I have seen,-- & very well-trained and
alert proup of 8isters and a fine lot of kids, Even in the face of the growing population,
there is ample room for three or four more class rooms when the need arises., The 40-year
old building is in very good shaps and Fr. Werner surely did a very good and far-seeing
Job in putting it up, and the buillding scems to have been very well maintained. I would
look for a good deal of potential from parish and school kids in Years to come. This Fall
there will be at least six 8th grade graduates who have ideas and have manifested their

interest toward the priesthood.

On the other side of the picture, persondlly, you know of course my great intersst and
preference: If I can get out in the afternoon or otherwide and visit at least three
families per day,--especially non-Catholics » mixed and invalid marriages and the like » I
feel I have really accomplished something. I am quite confident that if an honest apprai-
8al could be made of my record in 30 years, 1t would bear this out. Such constant efforts
are of course not always a path of roses, and one is locking for work and not seldom trouble/
but that Is after all what we out on the missions are primarily for. The reception from
non-Catholics the past five years espescially has been all and more than one could expect,--
cordial and respsctful. With such efforts the law of averages plus Divine Grace works out,
even if one gets only one new one into the Chureh, or only one back to the Faith, 5o I
have always been all for what someof the Bishops have ordered,--Yoperation doorbell." I
might go on and on, explainipg the frustration I am under in this fine parish, Except for
thias, St. Joseph might be a very fine place to remain for a good long time,--especially
since it seems to be such an up-and-coming community. The local St. Benedict High School,

I would predict has a great future and potential. I was agreeably surprised at the loyalty
of girls from the parish who are attending, This Fall almost all the 8th grade graduates

will be there except for a few "minus habentes." Well T could talk on and on on "operation
doorbell" and its results, I feel I was doing my Lest work up in the Crookston and Superior
diocesen, P

Well, I was not going to say anything or very much about health or sven the “fruatrationa
mentioned above., However I think the Superior should mow, much as I dislike adding to
your problems: I have been disappointed the past year in that I just have not been able
to pick up strength and energy as fast as I would have liked. Of course, the doctors wera

rather displeased that I went back to work a year 8go,two weeks after surgery, missing onl)f
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TELCEMIONE 2214

Ghuccl of $t. fJoseph
St Joaseply, Minwesola

one Sunday. With the shortage of priests at the time, there was not much choice, and the
prieste up there were so very fine to me that I wanted to do what I could, Several times
during the past winter I thought that I would have to give up for & while, and ask you to
take some weeks off, Dr, Davidson has besn very fine at such times. The doctors seem to
think that most of the other troubles such as weakness, poor memery and poor concentration
and frequent headaches would be greatly alleviated if the nervous disorders could be in
scms way corrected. As I have mentioned before, it seems that I shall never be quite the
same again since that deal at Detroit lakes, much as I have tried to think otherwise. One
must forgive and forgive,--but forgetting seems impossible. Restful and refreshing sheep
is atill much of s problem, and more than once I wake up rather "shaking inside,” It has
been such a job the past 20 months to revive any interest in anything, and to keep from
being bitter. The drs. of course recemmend taking plenty of recreation and getting back
to some hobbies, With all the administrative amit work and details here, there is of
course not much time for hobbies, but I'm tryling.

As you may know, this parish now numbers some 430 households at the last count and al-
most 2000 soules. There wil be 375 in the elementary school this Fall, Much as I love
and enjoy those find kids over there, theaching the past year has been a chore and preach~
ing sven more so. However, I am not pessimistic, and hope and vray for improvement.
Regardless, I want to pull my share of the load. Memory has improved, but concentration
is still difficult. I had thought of asking for some time off this summer, but never
got around to it, and just did not have the heart to ask. Thus far I have made nc "plans"
beyond desires Just to go out and enjoy God's open air and scenic beauties. Just getting
away for part of a day here and there seems to help things a lot.

I have of course besn a little irked at a few "loaded questions" that have been asked
about me by certain confreres, since I am here. May I ask, with any compleints that may
come in the future, that I be given a chance to state my side of a story? It has been
an uphill job, really, to regain any kind of faith in humsn nature, but I keep on trying.
(By the way, I have reasons to believe that Bishop Glenn semewhat regrets the precipitate
step he took almost twe ysars ago nowzl And I have gotten reports, that "there were a
number of guilty consciences up at Det, lakes' about the debacle, Since that time I have
sesn on other occasions, to what lengths 11l-will and resentfulness and vindictiveness
will go even with people who consider themselves quite good and righteous. It seems that
the 8th Commandment has gotten to mean so little in any of its ramifications. I have
tried to see the matter as you once advised,--"as God sees 1t," but it has not been easy.

I recall last summer that you mentioned that Fr, Alban would be here as assistant only
very temperarily. If circumstances and the will of Providence indicate that I should
remain here, I trust that is still the case, It is rather awkward when an assistant is
s8¢ far superior to the pastor in most every way. As you know he is a persen who is very
versatile end able,--and has been used to having his own way for a good many years, I
believe, Scmetimes I think his talents are wasted in a place like this. I was not very
welcome on coming here and I believe he resented me quite a bit, even though I have treated
him like & gentleman from his first year in high school. He seems to resent anvthing thst
I ask him te do. Well,~=I think you understand.

I hope I do not seem to be griping or complaining when I speak of "frustration" on the
previous page. God has been very good, indeed, The apostolic werk that can be accom-
plished right in this U.S.A, by using Just seme of an every-day salesman's effort and
patience is,staggering and overwhelming. One can enly hope that the daily mementos for
thoge milllens will somehow sometime take effuct. Thanks for your patience.

Respectfully,
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SAINT JOHN'E ABBEY* QOLLEGEVILLE, MINNEES OTA
QFFICE OF'THE ARBOT
June 18, 1962

Dear Father Gthmar,

Thia is to grant Jou permiscion to spend the monay necessary to
make repairc in the aclool and rectory, costing ubout $1500.00.

I am glad that you found tha school at St. Joseph large eucugh to
serve your needs for some time.

I have written a note to thanking her for the dona-
ticn of five dollars.

It was « good ides that you wrote the lengthy letter as a kind of
report abiout the pardiah at St. Joseph. Some think of the varish

»8 one which has not changed in therast ten yours, when it is

easy to guess thet it hus because of the influx of a different

class of peeploe. g parivher open up of the Lind thut I think you
are mere interested in I will let you know. Ye Mave quite & number of
rather old prieste who are still active, Mhe Lord forbid that they
all decide to quit at the same times  Frs. ilphonuse sand Victor seen
to be on the mend, but it ig 4 slov process.

May the good Lard continue to bless your priestly work and zeall
Devotedly yours,
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Telephone 383.7505

Chureh of 8t Joseph

$1. Juseph, Minneanta
June 21, 1962

Rt. Rev. dear PFather Abbot:

Thank you for your kind letter of some days ago, and also of last January,
in acknowledping my statement at the time. As mentioned before, I hope to
find time during the sunmer to make a detailed analvsis of this parish that
shuuld prove interesting,

Good Fr. Dobruzzi has invited me to core up there where he is now, for next
week. T do think the chanpe will be very beneficial, and I presume it will
ke O.K. with you, This will at the same time Five me a change to have some
adjusting done on my dentures b r. kuth at Duluth who made them. They have
not been tao satisfactorv. T did nat et oup there lust Secvtemher as 1 had asked
since T could not very well pret away here.

I think it is almost six yedds now since have asked to get away. On the oc-
casion of my 25th Jubildée T was gone two Sundays. ‘s 1 mentioned in my letter
of the other week, 7T may ask you to ret away later in the summer in the hopes
of refresihing mind and spirit  for the heavy Fall schedule. 'Thanks a lot.

Respectfully,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

OFFICE OF THE ABRBO'T Hovambor 15 . 1962
Desx Pather Othmar,

I have been ioforwed that you are visiting parishoners of our Par=-
ish in Detroit Lekes. A committae of the parish was about to come to
sea me to protest, but Father Cyprian, vhen he heard of thim, told
them not te do this. Hence they found some other way of latting me
kow that your visiting is doing no good to religion and ie causing
much talk and no end of disturbance. I can hardly see how you can
eapect to gain from thie, if you consider ths good af the souls of
these former parighoners., Fraom everything I have Lesa tovld more
hars than good is resulting. Pleass discontinue auch visita,

It may be that you are motivated by a desire to clear you good
name. What you have done is stir up what had quieted doum and waa
being completely forgotten. I gave you a parish and thue indicated
that I trusted you, and your one concern now ahould be to carry out
your prenent assigoment in such a way as to sllence any suspicion
that you are uwot an axenplary priest. From what I have heard you are
doing this. Why not lwave to God to judge those who accudod you, I
am surs your priestly name will be hest preserved if you do not try
to contact the pecple of Holy Rosary piwrish elther personally or by
madl in the future.
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Chueely of &t Joseph

$t. Jozeph, Minnesoty
Nov, 23, 1962

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

The directives in your letter of last week shall be strictly observed. I appreciate
your continued patience in the matter,

With the first day of Christmas vacation we should resume improvements and alterations
in school to anticipate the ever inereasing enrollment, to vprovide more storage room etc,
We did not get finished last summer due to a busy schedule of the workmen, Briefly, I
want to clean up the balcony-movie booth area to eliminate waste space, provide sborage
and dressing room for grade school basketball etec, Cost between $300-400, (estimatcd?
It seems feasible to put the society and meeting rooms ifrthe basement, last side., This
will require a wall, some plastering and cleaning up. This will give us al least three
extra clasrooms on the upper floors all ready to go except for some equipment. I cannot
give you the cost of this but my guess would be at least $2000.

There has been some request to fix up and modernize the present church entry which is
getting to look quite disreputable due to falling plaster ete. I would guess this would
come to about §500. The above has already been talked over with the trustees, I am con=-
fident there will be no difficulty with the Chancéry.

I would rather not bother with these things, but our (laboratory)school is growing and
progressing., WMy doubt we shall have to provide for two extra c¢lassrooms next Fall,

Father Agnold's talk here last Tuesday brought out a very fine numker of boys and girls
interested in vocation. With this T hope a new era is in the making. It seems that the
lads are no longer apologetic about revealing their interest in the priesthood.

Enclosed a check for §105.00 that came in a few days ago toward the iriesthood Fund. So
the cause seems still to be alive, I shall mention it during the year on occasions.,

I was very thankful for your suggesting to me last summer that I take some time off up
in Canada. However, Fr, Prior had no one to fill in for me for a Sunday or two, so I
could not take advantage of it, And,--T am very thankful for the fine young assistant
you sent here, Very much like Fr. Bugene. He has had no parochial experience but is
getting along nicely. The kids and teen-agers love him. I am confident he will do a good
deal here to encourage vocations. I have tried to relieve him from the time-consuming
weekly chore of moneycounting,--for which we were not ordefined, So he should have time
to keep up his reading and intellectual life. And I am very thankful for all the work
done in repairs and remodelling by my two predecessors, Frs. Marian and Hubert, It has
made my stay here easler in many ways, especlally their foresight in planning for school
expansion, " ”

The comprehensive parish census-analysis, as to employment, house ownership, economic
sltuations, growth, future prospects, in which you seemed quite interested last year, is
not cmmplete yet. All I have to do is to tabulate from the cards. Will be ready by Feh,

This may not be too early to put a request to you that I have had in mind for a long
long time: Fr, Victor Siegler 0.5.B., pastor of Walte Park at the time of my Ordination
will be celebrating his Golden Jubilee early this Spring. At the time of my Ordination
he was most kind to me with hospitality, taking up a collection for me, and helping to
provide s nice celebration in spite of the very hard times, Then, when I was sent to the
Bahamas shortly after, he was most kind to my ailing parents and my two brothers who were
trying te keep things afloat in those very trying days of unemplovment and depression. I
know he helped out one of our men fiagneielly too, Would you permit me to make s nice
donation when his celebration comes off? I have not forgotten his many favors and kind-
nesses and have worddered through the years how to show some appreciation.
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Y he Music Maste
o A COMEDY - DRAMA IN THREE ACTS

By Charles Kiein

“(First produced by the great David Belasco ot the Belasco Theatre,
New York City, ond now released for Amateur Production)

Presented by
THE PLAYERS’ GUILD OF ST. JOSEPH, MINNESOTA
at the St. Joseph School Auditorium

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
New York City

Witk much grateful offection, we dedicate this production to
those great and noble minds of the past who, ofter in poverty and
ohscurity and emid many reverses and lack of appreciation, heve
carried on their noble work and given us the priceless heritgge
of their sublime genius and rever-paling treasure of Good Music.
So, too, to all promotors and patient instructors whe are carrying
on that heritage. (How easy it might be to read into Anton Von
Baruwig's story so many reflections from the life of, say. the great
Josef Haydn?)
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THE CAST OF CHARACTERS
IN ORDER OF >—v1m>n)an

JENNY, niece of Miss Houston .............
M. LOUIS PINAC of Paris, musician . .........
SIGNOR TAGLIAFICO “Fico” of Mifan, musician
HERR AUGUST POONS of Amsterdam, musician .

MISS HOUSTON of Houston Street . . .. . e
COSTELLO, ewner of a Dime Museum .........
HERR ANTON Von BARWIG, A Music Maker. . . .
BILLCOLLECTOR . ........ .o .
SCHWARZ, Secretary of the Amalgamated Music
RYAN, Delegate of the Brickmakers' Union . ...
JOLES, butler in the Stanton Mansion .........
HELEN STANTON .................. .. ... ..
DANNY ... ... ..
DITSON, Mr. Stonton's Private Secretary .......
HENRY A. STANTON, a financier .............
ANDREW CRUGER Jr. ......... e

CHARLOTTE, niece to Mrs. Cruger ,.......... ..
OCTAVIE, niece to Mrs. Cruger ... ...........
L ..

Overture: A Symphony Premiere. Leipzig Germany, about 1903.

ACT I: Von Barwig’s Apartment in Houston Street, New York City.
The early 1920°s. Tke New Pupi

Interlude: “Barwig’s Memories” and “The Trio”

ACT T: Scene 1: A Room in the House of Henry Stanton, New York
City. Two weeks later, The Haunting Melody

Scene 2: Parlor in the Stanton Mansion. A few minutes
later. The Doll that Never Mended '

Interlude: “Barwig’s Reverie” (A five minute Intermission)

ACT III: Top Floor at Miss Houston’s—December.
“Who Giveth This Woman”

<

STORY OF THE PLAY

Some seventeen yeors belere the cerion of this dromo, Herr Antan Von Berwig is on
up-ond-coming young conducior of o Philkarmonie in Leipzig, Germaony, end composer of
2 new symphony. On the night of its premicre, his wife Helene cbsconds with thair
their baby doughte:r, linle Elene. with o wecithy and doshing young American “friend."*
They dizappesr without @ race. Von Barwig's hife it sharered, Afer g prolenged bregk.
down, he winds up his offairs in Gemmeny ond sets owt for America on @ kopeless guest
o find his wife and baby.

In Act ¥ we find him in his modest room in Housren St., New York City, sking out
o living by giving music lessens, for which he often does nor even collect his mecger
pittonce. Al his furds hove been spent on privete detectives, rying 1o find a troce of
wife ond child. A doxen incidents follow 1o reves! the sterling choracter of the men,
Tne owner of o dine museum ¢! which he plays the picno ot night also jesls somehow
Borwig's fineness, dignity ond goodness. His comicdes ond feliow musicians krow him
for his lovobie unselrishness on3 dignified self.respect ond quick generosity . ., anc his
uiter lock af cancern for money. Litile do his companions dream of the grest sorzow thot
% ecting of the heart of their idol, Von Borwig. He is not the zort jo air his woes; byt
they oll fee! intuitivaly thot he hos o secrer, especiglly lile denny, in whem he finally
cenfides his sorrow. Al feel thor hee is 6 mon who is keeping to his stonderds in spite
of all sors of cdversity ond povernty.

Hope ot on end, Von Barwig prepares to roturn o Germony. Cf o sudden there
comes into his studic o lovely gitl from arcther wocld, the aristocrotic uptown, to seek
him out os music receher ‘or @ peor protege, little Donny. Dimly he suspects ot ones
in her the doughter he hos boen seeking oll these years. For g while he hardly dares
sewust his senses—or kis compiete sonity. He gropes ond gropes towo:d the vogue tie
between them, which the gl roo, in some mysteriaus monner, feels right from the
start. Then we leoin the purpose—ro find hig boby—for which he hos endured and
cherished so much for 17 yeo:s,

In Act 2, we find him coming daily to the lovely gid's house to teach her music.
She is just rweary. Lonely ot the sad loss of her mother o few yeors beforz ond child.
like, she feels cn immediote liking and even worm offection for her dear white-hoirad
music feocher. She shows and ells him things thet finolly confirm every hope in his
hesrt. With ¢ sudden sunning cevelopment of cire he is of fost sure thot
398 is the linle girl whom his wife hod token with her when she disoppeared seventeen
yesrs before. in thor men's house they finolly meet. Borwig corfronts the man in a
tesrific scene. Then be stops fo consider. The gicl is near marrisge into distinguished
diglomet's fomily. She will ke heir to weolth cnd positicn end “everything that life
could offer.” So he goes out with his egonizing secrer sill kept. He sees her rorroge
ond i3 sure of her future hoppiness . . . she never to know who her real forher ist
Like Enoch Arden he deermins, heroicolly end unselfishly, “never to let her know. "
He preaores o1 once 1o go bock to Burope. but events haove token ¢ quick tumn, On hes
wedding day ¢ shorp-witted and puzzied and determined girl has wiuhg the segrer
of ner mother from the mon who passes o5 her fothert So she comes t¢ corry off her
beloved Music Moster, her real "Poppeli. 1o a new life ond heppiness,

NOTE: We ask that cur patrons do not become olormed ot a little odor of smoke
that might come from the new lighting equipment for some fime. Rest Rooms
are in the north end of the bosement.

If you like our play, plecse advertise it for ond wide fo your friends for the
other performonces, Wednesd: Y. May 1, Sunday, Moy 5, and Wednesday, May B,
at 8 P.M, Thark Yout
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PRODUCTION STAFF

COSTUMES:
PROPERTIES:

MAKEUP CONSULTANTS:

MAKEUP COMMITTEE:

STAGE CREW:

LIGHTS & SWITCHBOARD:
ADVERTISING & PUBLICITY:
POSTERS:

SCENERY PREPARATION & PAINTING:

TELEPHONE:

New Cycloramas and Lighing Equipment by the N. W. Scenic Studios,
Minneapolis. Installations by Granite City Eleciric, St. Cloud.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: The Murphy Music Co., St. Cloud, for the use
of a fine piano. Radio Station KASM. St. Renedict’s College,
Members of the Adult Choir for help with the songs, St.
John’s Costume Dept. and especially to the Costume and
Properties Committees for a fine job ‘done.

NAHAN PRINTING ¢ St. Cloud, Minn.
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THE ScHooL. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
OF ST, JOSEPH'S PARISH, PRESENT

"HEIDI"™

A PLAY IN THREE >0._,.M. FROM THE WORLD-FAMOUS NOVEL
DRAMATIZED BY MARIE AGNES FotLEY,

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 2:00 AND B:00 P.M,
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 7 8:00 P.M,
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 10 8:00 P. M,

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
OVERTURE ~ EVENING IN THE ALPS. ALPHORNS ,

ACT l: SCENE 1 - AN ALPINE "ALMT, OR VALLEY PASTURE
LAND HIGH UP IN THE ALPS, SWITZERLAND. THE ALM
UNCLE'S HUT AND BRIGITTE'S COTTAGE, LATE AFTER~
NOON OF A SUMMER DAY.
SCENE 2~ THE SAME, SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, MIDDAY.

N

I =
AcCT [{: SCENE 1 - THE HOME oF HER SESEMANN iN FRANKFURT.

AFTERNOON, A SHORT TIME LATER,

DUET BY HEIDI AND SEBASTIAN - "YOU ARE MY SUNSHINE , *
SCENE 2 - THE SAME, THREE WEEKS LATER,

SCENE 3~ THE SAME, SiX WEEKS LATER. EVENING .,

ACT [ll: SCENE 1~ BACK ON THE ALM , THE SAME AS ACT I. A
FEW DAYS LATER. TRIO BY HEID{, KLARA AND PETER~
"] TALK TO THE TREES''
SCENE 2~ THE SAME, FIVE WEEKS LATER, THE MI{RACLE
OF DETERMINATION,
SCENE 23— THE SAME, A SHORT TIME LATER. "™ WUNDERBAR"
BY THE CAST. AN ALPINE VILLAGE WELCOME ,

(THE MUSICAL EFFECTS DURING THE PLAY ARE THE SCUNDS OF A °
ZITHER, THE CHARMING NATIDNAL Swiss INSTRUMENT.)

OSB HOHMANN_00565



THE CAST OF CHARACTERS
fIN DORDER oF APSEARANCE)

PETER, A YOUNG GOATHERD
BRIGITTE, HIS MOTHER
DETE. HEIDI'S AUNT
HEIDI, A LITTLE ORPHAN

BARBEL., A NEIGHBOR

ROSEMARY, A PEASANT

JEAN, A PEASANT

THE ALM UNCLE, A RECLUSE

RONNA, A FEASANT NEIGHBOR

HERMINE, A PEASANT NEIGHBOR

PETER'S GRANDMOTHER
(BLIND)

KL ARA SESEMANN (INVALID)

FRAULEIN ROTTENMEIER
(HCUSEKEEPER AND G"WERNESS)

SEBASTIAN, (BUTLER)

TINETTE, (Mai)

HERR KANDIDAT, (TuTOR)

A STREET BOY

HERR SESEMANN (FATHER)

GRANDMA SESEMANN

DOCTOR CLASSEN

THE DORF KAPELLE (THE VILLAGE MUSIC GROUPF) —

VILLAGERS -

" THE THREE FELIXES™, — —

PRADUCTION $TarF

SCENE CONSTRUCTION -

SOUND EFFECTS -

MUSIC EFFECTS -

ADVANCE TICKET SALES - crarvan, [ I ~~
PUPILS OF GRADES 7 AND 8,

USHERING ~ REGULAR PARISH USHERS .

MAKEUP COMMITTEE -
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

WITH THANKS

To lﬂOﬂ HELP IN THE SINGING,

FOR HELP IN COACHING THE CHILDREN, AND TO Z_mm.l

— . [

To MRs, lon THE DEUTSCHMEISTERS, FOR PROVIDING
THE "DORFKAPELLE "

To MR.. l_uom HELP WITH THE MAKEUP,

TO ALBANY STATICN KASM, THE ST. CLOUD TIMES, THE ST, Orocum

VISITOR, AND THE PHOTONEWS FOR PUBLICITY.

TO ALL THE GOOD MOTHERS OF THE CAST FOR HELP IN PROVIDING THE
COSTUMES.

WATCH FOR OUR NEXT PRODUCTION, SHORTLY AFTER THE
HOLIDAYS,
"HANSEL. AND GRETEL®

A FULL~SCALE OFERETTA T BE PUT ON BY THE GRADE SCHOOL
CHILDREN,

‘
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TELEPHONE 4N

Uhurch of &t Joseph

1. Josepl, Minnesota
June 8, 1963

Rt, Rev. dear Father Abbot:

Enclosed & check for $443.00 to apoly on the St. Demetrius Schodarship Fund, Also a
much overdue check for $1500.00 surplus income. I suppose I deserve a reprimand for not
getting in my financial statement for 1962. I shall have out the detziled statement in
a few days. I do not suppose that any "alibi" for the delay would hold water. T have
been swamped all winter and Spring and plagued with weak spells etc. I suppose you know
that the Chancery Sunday Visitor etc, placed a lot of extra work on us this winter.

I have asked the Bishop to spend according to my guess, at least $60,000 on the school
this swmmer. We have to do gomething with the increasing enrollment and this project I
think has provided a focal point of interest for the New Horizons Drive. The architect
and heating engineer have not submitted any cost figures yet. For this s@mmer the most of
it consistis in finishing up the basement completely for more room and revamping the almost
40 year o0ld heating system in the badfient. All the windows on the East side must be re-
placed and soon also cn the west side of school, Besides this there arefd & number of other
things of which I can give you details when I get cost figures,

Last summer you were kind enough to offer me a trip up into Canada; however Fr. Prior
was unable to provide someone in my place. I would like this summer to get away after
the middle of July; I honestly feel I am in need of it very much. I mentioned some of this
a year ago and have just not been able to pick up my former strength; in fact right now
I feel pretty wedl "shot." Dr. Higdon could give you some details., The way I feel now
I can hardly be in shape for next September. I have taken hardly a day off since last
summerd or rather Fall, I have not asked Fr. Prior for a substitute since I have been at
sea with architect and hcating engineer as to their time and work schedule.

I had thought of asking you for permission to get a new car. I would rather get a good
suitable used one, but feel I would be just the one to get stuck on such a deal, After
some repairs my present one may run a while yet, It is over 8 years old but how long it
will still run I do not know. T feel sure you will net object to my taking off part of
the week after retreat to spend with Fr. Dabruzzi up in Wisconsin? I do feel such is
necessary, right now.

This has really gotten to be a very fine parish, as I mentioned before, with a tremendous
and growing potential., I hope during the swmner to gel out for you the extensive analysis
of the parish I promlsed last Fall, Of course, you know my heartache that still persists,—-
census work among non-Catholics etc. and convert work with enough time and energy to work
at that. ZHvery day I think of the thousands and hundreds of thousands that might be interes-
ted by personal conbact, sconer or later. The administmative and desk work in parishes of
this size takes up so very much of aperson's time and proves frustrating; and there is more
and more of it piled on year for year it seems!

Fr. Victor Siegler celebrates his 50th Anniversary the 19th. I recall how kind he was
to me at the time of Ordination and First Mass with his arranfments and hospitality etc,
and his kindness to my folks in those difficult days of depressgéon. I would really like
to make him at lcast a token gift for his Jubilee alfter all these yesars for his kindness
to me and two other confreres from Waite Park. I don't know what you think of this.

I am writing this to save you time at Retreat; I always talk too much, so I hope this is
O.K. Later on I could give you more details on the remodelling program. I undertook this
reluctantly since I wanted to take it easier this mummer, but felt this was the psycholo-
gical time to geot started. I hope Fr. Frior can provide someone in my place after July 15;
meanwhile I shall see shat I can do here. And please forgive me once more for missing up

on the fimancial statement,
Hespectfully, % W
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Children of St, ,.r.uwmﬁwim School present:
"HANSEL AND GRETEL®™

An Operetta in Three Acts,

Adapted form the Opera of E. Humperdinck and A,
Wette ga Berta Elsmith {and local dm.u.mw.ﬁv

mﬂ uommdwtm woroou.mgau.ﬁowwﬁpummdm“ m“ mu& 9,
- 1964

Dedicated to all out splendid children and thegr
fine parents!

Presented by Permission of the Publishers, Summy—
Birchard & Co., Evanston, Illinois )

Note: The audienfe is asked not to become alarmed at apmy of
any of the smoke or sound effects toward the end of

the play. Everything is in good heands,

Rest rooms in the North Basement.,

Bmergency Exit to left of Stage.

CAST OF CHARACTERS:
{In the Order of Appearance)
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THE SANDMEN: (who put little children to sleep)

THE DAWN FATRIES:

THE CHORUS: (which takes t
i rts of the pl :

he place of the Orchéstra.

SYNCP3IS CF SCENES AND MUSICAL NUMBERS:

OVERTURE :
ACT I: Interior of the humble cottage of the family
of Peter the broombinder. ILate afterncon.

"Susie Little Susie”
"When in deep distress™
"Grouchy grouchy™
"Pudding and Rice

by "Little Brother dance with me™

"Hother's Lament™
"Ralalala I" Father's merry song.

(Musical Interlude and a short intermission) .
ACT II: A clearing deep in “he Biack Forest by the
mysterious Ilsenstein. Evening,

"The Little Man in the Wood®
"Queen of the Wood"

"The Cuckoe Song"
"Children, chikdren”

"The Little Sandmenis Lullaby™
"Evening Prayer" :

"The Angels Pantomine™

(Short Intermission)

TRGTIE T PRINSPATINEY SO

ACT III: The clearing in dcm... Black Forest, MWH.H%
merning. . ]

TR

"The Witch's Cookie ‘House! (the Bawn Fairies
"The Morning Symphony" (Dance and Song of

N

B

v
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"0 Charming Castle®

"The Wind, the wingd"

¥The Witch's Hocus Pocus”
VHurrah ! The Witch is Dead"®
"Song of the Cookie Children"
"The Spell is Broken®

FINATE: "Bhildren See the Wonder Wrought™
THE STORY
ACT I Once upon a time, there lived in the lonely .

Harz Mountains of Germany, Peter a poor broombinder wit!

his wife Gertrude and their two children, Hansel and

Gretel. It was in the days of much wemployment , and

little of a living wage, and childish superstitions

belief in fziries and wiiches' charmds. Father is

away selling his brooms, Mother trying to gather

broom straw and z little fuel znd otherwise trying tof * <
help keep the little family alive. Hansel is supposed J
to be bindirg brooms,ad Gretel kmitting, Tt is late . .
afternoon, and the work has Wecome irksome for the id
youmgsters, especially singe their poor little stomache

are very empty and clamoring for food. Cretel is of

& sunny disposition and has learmed sarly in lifg to

iighten its burdens with singin She tries to teach
the compleinging Hansel to sing and to dance. At
first Hansel is awkward and self-conscious but im—
proves under his lively sister's goidance. ILike any
normal brother and sister, the two zre teasing and
quarreling, one mecment,--the best of friends again
the next. &tMthe height of their fun, Hother suddenly
comes home, weary and discouraged, :and angry to find
that the children have not finished their wesl, She
scolds them roundly *to the threat of the familiar
switch, and in temper sends them off to hhe woods to
gather strawberries for their supper,--for now that
the pitcher of precicus milk has been spdlled, there
is simply nothing for supper in the house tonight.
Completely tired out, weary of life, and praying and
weeping for help somehow, Mother falls into a nap.

In the distance is heard the Father's voice, singing

2 merry tune. In spite of constan grinding psverty,
Fzther is not to be caught moping. HaWing had addé
good day for once, who can blame him too much for tak-
ing a little Iiquid refreshment at the Trm on the way
home. He comes intoc the homse, singiig, innvery
Jovial spirits and carrying,—Ch wonder ~-a large
basket of food! But his good humor is soon shatiered
when he is told where Hansel and Gretel have been sent
t» at this late hour of the day. With growing horror
and much tipsy dramstiszing, he rslstes the legend of

‘2 cruel witch who lives in the Black Forest by the

gloomy Ilsenstein. She cavtures lost children, turns
them into gingerbresd and then stores them up to eat !
Mother 4t first coes not know what to think of Yather's
tipsy fantastic dramatizing. Then, thomoughly frighte
ened she rushes cut of the house irto the Fforest to look
for the children and Father goes after her.

ACT IT Hensel and Gretel wender deeper end deeper
into the dark forest, gathering strawberries. Thsy
refuse fo remzin downhearted mnd at first find much
armsement in their adventure. Their little stomachs,
of course are more empty thzn ever and they ezt mord
of the berries than they sput into the basket ,—~—for-
getiing all about ths fact that evening is fast coming
on. Cretel must sing as uszal. A4s she wezves 2 Tlo-
wer chaing she sings a beautiful little folk tune,
"little Man in the Woods." The children continus to
clown in childlike fashhon, as they hear tke evening
song of the cuckoo and ezt the rest of the terriss;
ing dark, too

£131 of a sudden they realize it is gett
dark to pick mere berries, and to their fright, that
they are unable to find the way home ! They zre lost

in the deep forest a%t night! Gretel becomes terrified.

In spite of his fears, Hansel tries to put up a brave
front. In the deepeiving shadows, trees and bushes seem to
take on horrid frightening shapes! Both children

shake with fear and call for nelp, to be answered

only by the weird echo, and the sound of nightbirds,
crickets z2nd frogs. terly worn out with hunger and
fear they cower on 2 mossy hillock under =z large tree,
From nowhere appear little manmnildns smiling kindly
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it oo e e,

aththem. They are the SANDMEN wo sprinkle sand into
their eyes and sing to them a tender 1ullaby. Hansel

is already nedding when Cretel arouses him to sing the:

accistomed evening prayer to the #fourteen guardian
angels,” Airnd as the fall asleep,——a fair vision of
beautiful angels comes from out of the darkness to
protect them from all harm.
ACT III It is dawn in the deep forest by the
mysterious Ilsenstein, where the dwo children have
fallen asleep last night. From out of the Eastern
sky appear the Dew Fairies!', or Spitits of Morn, with
the morning star, to 2 beautiful trumpst call melody,
They put out the stars > roll back the vlack shades of |
night and scatter the mists of morning wzke the birds
as showers of dewdrops descend. Teh daylight grows
birghter and from behind thedg mountains the sun rises:
With dewdeops softly falling into their sleeping
faces, the children awske but at first do not see the
enchanting little cottage or Cookie house in the
background, 211 built of marvelous good things to eat i
: Hansel and Gretel feel greatly refreshed,. A1l
! of a sudden they see the entrancing cookie house i
: Speechless with consternation and wonder s they creep
‘closer, Hunger overcomes their fears and they start
ipicking dainties off the strange little house,-—where
inone other than the wicked witch of the Ilsenstein
{lives ! A weird cracked voice comes from somewhere
out of the little house : "Nibbling cribbling mousie!
Who's nibbling at my housie I The children try to
laugh off their fears, &nd continue to mmech the
dainties picked from the house. Suddeniy the old
withh stands behind them holding them in = firm grasp.
Hensel and Gretel try to hide their fifight. When they
attempt to run away, the old witch fregzes them with
rigid spell so they cannot escape. Muttsring magic
Wzowuwm&woswv she bolts Hansel into a page "to fatten
WWm up, " and sends Gretel into the hoase for good thing
&for her and Hansel to eat, Gretel remémbers the witcht
us, grasps the witching stick and frees Hansel
fom the spell., The old witeh in wild doy, rides her
,Mowmﬁnw 2bout and sings to her delight at having

i

H

Boregypae

T T,
DRV
9

egsared two more children to bake into gingerbread !
"My broomstick, we!ll have a feast I C

The witch tries to lure Gretel to the oven and
to get her to crough down to show Gretel what she
must do. In 2 trice the two children shove the witch
herself into the oven and slam the door shut. To-
géther with the chorus they break into a Joyous song
and dance: "Hurrah ! the withh is dead ! .s the music
contimues, all of a sudden, the oven begins to crackle
and smoke and rumble. The top blows off. There is a
great craesh and momentary darkness as the evil spell
is broken. Hansel and Gretel fall #nto the ground
and shriek in terror. As tiey recover their speech,
Yo, a group of gingerbread figures about the house
has .come to Iife 2nd: they see a lot of beautiful -swest
little faces, They hear a murmuring: "We .were the
witch's cookie children! Touch us and relssse us !
The spell is. broken ! The cookie childrin sing this-
repeatedly in a beautiful plaintive melody. , Gretel
gets up enough courage to touch and caress the c¢hile~ ,
ren. Hansel does not- Xike the whole business but
suddenly gets a bright idea as he sees the witching -
stick! He waves it at the chiddren with "Rigdid
kody loosen whoosh i The childrén at once come to
life and almost amotler Hansel and Gretel With their
joyfud thanks, all-chattering atonce as they go ¥i% .
into a happy dance: "The Spell 'is Broken ™ Gretel
thanks their angels for the happy outcoms of things.
The Father's voice is heard singing out in the woods.. 7
It is Father and Mother. The children fly into their A¥ds/
arms. Two of the boys pull the cookie witch out of the £fdf
over, now baked brown, to the hearty cheer of all.
The pley ¢loses with a rousing chorus of thanksgiving:
“Children see the wonder wrought . "When past bearing is #f
our grief, God the Father surely sends relief i ’
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PRODUCTION STHFF:

STNGING AND MUSIC: .

(College of m& . wmdml

FUBLICITY: o .

SCENERY: By

COSTUMES
Mothers of

STiGE CREW:

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: To Radio Station KASM for repeated
fine publicity and splendid engineering help in
cueing, this production, (Mr. .

To the parish of New Munich for the loan of scenery
paris,

To all the members of the costume personmdl for a
fine job done (for a third time).

To the committee of Room mothers for supervising

of children, ,
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TELEFHONE Bars

Chuech of $t. Joseph

. Jomeply, Minnesota
Feb. 14, 1964

Rt. Rev, dear Father Abbot:

Enclosed my financial statement for 1963 and a check toward the St. Demetrius Scholar=
ship Fund. Varicus contributions come in on this during the course of the year. I sup-
pose 1 should tell you that my left eye has become pretty well useless for reading, and
has failed fast this winter; the right one 1s holding up enough to read thus far during
the day, I have contacted Dr. Koenig's office but cannot get in until March 4th. I sup-
pose it will mean surgery for cataract,--which I have been telling "to go away" for some
years now, but to no avall, Y presume i1t will be 0.K, to treat with Dr. Koenig. I did
not think that I would have wait so long.

The other matter is that of a new car. My sturddy Plymouth tmx will soon be ten yoars
0ld but is holding up quite well but the body is deteriocrating and expenses will mount
this summer. During the winter of course I do very little driving. Thkd a chance aome
weeks ago of purchasing a used 1963 Plymouth at Pickard's, but after I figured things up
there was only #300.00 difference between that dar and a new one. Besides, that used car
had gadgets that I do not need, I have not been too fortunate in driving other psople's
used cars either. Oscar Krebsbach knows I need a new car and for some years I have asked
him to lock around for a good used one but thus far no overtures. I presume that his
deals with Fr. Hubert were more or less on a friendship basis, which I may not have merit-
ted as yet., I can hardly expsct the parish to pay for a car at this time when I have had
to make the debt on the school and there have been repeated crushing assesments from the
Chancery. So I shall hang on with the o0ld car until toward late Spring or early summer,
and shall await your suggestions, Of course I have driven Flymouth for many years now.
My cousin in Chicego who helped to pay for the last two cars now is deceased, and I would
not know offhand where to get financial help for same.

It seems that I just cannot plek up former strength previous to three years ago, and be-
#ides the impaired vision, am beset with weak spells. I would ask you for a week or so off
but there is just so much to do and deadlines to meet from the good old Chancery that the
work would just pile up all the more, This is really a growing psrish. Since I am here
the equivalent of a small parish has moved in,--almost 75 families, and I look foward to
at least 25 more new families during 1964. The number of pre-schoolers stands at 450 now
with over 70 Baptiems per ¥ear, so you see our school enlargement problems are not at an
end, although the recent remodeling etc, will keep us going for another term or two.

Fr. Olaf is doing very good work with the youth and it is a blessing to have a zealous
and pious and healthy man to help. Administration in a growing parish is of course a chore
and growing right along. In spite of too many "Freeloaders" our New Horizons quota is
over 1/3 in, thanks chiefly to the regular giving of wage-searners.

Well I shall try to keep on going in the hopes that Dr, Kpenig can do something to improve
the vision. I am quite sure it will take cataract surgery of which I was warned by Dr.
Haven already some years ago., Maybe with Spring I can pick up some pep and enefiy again. I
had no idea when I came here that this was such a fast chenging ccmmunity and that there
was 80 much to do. I do think that St. Joseph has gotten to be one of the finest parishes
we have in Stearns Co. and looking over the army of kids, there should be a great potential
in years to come as they scatter far and wide into other parts. There will be several lads
again this year trying out for minor seminary, so things are looking up there too.

Well, let me know what you think of the car matter at your convenience.

Respectfully %
Tt Pl it e
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SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

February 15, 1964
Dear Father Othwar,

Thunk you for your Fersonal Account for 1965 and for the two checka,
Office of the Shgnestlon1 ;700 as surplus salary and one of 68 for the St. Demetrius
gcholarship fund,

As to the purchase of a cury I think, and so does Fr. Florian, that
yousshould approach — to see what kind of deal he offers
you. #e knew that the arrangement with Fr. Hubert was on a personal ba-
sis and did not axist befere or since. However, if you were to pasa him
by and purchuse your car elsewhere, this might really be misunderstood.
It will wmean driving & Chevrclet, but I think you can wake this adjust-
ment and will do aoc. So, if you want to bagin negotiating with hiu on a
trade-in of yowr present car, do so at any time ywu wish.

I am glad that you are going to see Dr. Koenlg because he 1s reparted
to be o very good doctor. I have beesn noticing also a rather rapid deter-
doration of my oyea this pamrt year. Mew glasses did not help cuch.

It is really encouraging to know that St. Joweph parish is co.ming out
of the doldrums under your pastorate. It certainly should always hava heen
one of the best, but I know that the bishop of 8t. Cloud usuuldly made it
the butt of uncomplimentary remarks. Fr. 0laf was neadad ton take an in-
terest in thes youngsters there, und I bhope his work is blesaed.
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TULEPHONE 2271

Churely of Ht, Jozeph

ft. Joseph, Minnesots
June 4, 1964

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

In the first place, I would like permission to say the Breviary in English. This re-
quest has been thought over for quite & while. Many attempts to read a psalm or two
each,day in English has not solved the prablem., For my remaining years I would like to
really pray the Breviary as best I can. I think you understand,

I appreciateﬂxour time and graciousness and patience when I was up there some weeks
ago, explaining you my condition as best I could, I still feel the same way, although
the close§ of school and this perfect weather have lifted my spirits somewhat. It seems
T Just cannot get back to normal after the upset and shakeup of four years ago. As you
may remember, I came to 5t., Joseph relucatantly three years ago, but must say that I have
been agreeably surprised time after time with the parish and people, I would of course
feel it to leave this splendid laboratory school, its top-notch corps of teachers, and
the large flock of lovable children I have gotten to know. It is very pleasant to be so
near to God's wonderful out-of-doors with woods and fields to enjoy , and to Le near to
cultural activities at St. Benedict's, St. John's etc, As I have sald often, this has
really gotten to be a fine parish with tremendous potential that is growing.

However, as I mentioned to you, my blg longing is to get back to a more mixed community
where there is lots of house to house visiting and prospective conwerts, and mixed mar-
riaged and even invalid marriages and the like to work with. Three years ago when I was
in the hospital I asked.the good Lord to just let me with that work, "going out into
the highways and the byways" looking for sheep, (Maybe in that way I can make amends
for mistakes and omissions in the years that are gone.) I don't know. As I mentioned,

I feel that I just was not doing justice to this fine growing parish whith all the acti-
vities and administration, and a jurgeoning school population etc. that should be taken
care of, Fr. Olaf has interested himself in various phases of youth work. For the com-
ingFall, for instance, we plan to train a corps of lay catechists to handle religious in-
stretions for high school youngsters with small groups,

Apostolic visiting and convert work and handling the "backwash" of such visiting in the
past has always been a tonic and a medicine and a charisma, (administzation dw so.)

Were I younger, I would not even mind being an assistant to a pastor who would allw me
free scope in such work. As a Paullst told me some years ago, our fellow-sitizens out-
side the Falth are the most to be pitied individuals,

The past two summers I could not take much advantgpe of your kind offer to tske some
time off either up in Canada or elsewhere, Two years ago T could not get anyone in my
place and last summer this school building and remodeling debacle pretiy well prevented
my going. Fr, Prior has assured me of a substitute for after Judy 12th. I hope that
after a more relaxing summer I shall feel not so shaky and better able to take on the
usual load of work, perhaps in a smaller place, T know you may be beset with many problems
of moves this summer, so I do not wish to be inconsiderate. Rumor has of course reached
me that you may have been much distressed at that confdgrere referred to in your recent
note. My sincere prayers go with you and for him, I assure you, especially at the dally
Masses, It it is someone that things of def@cting, T wish he could speak heart to heart
and at length with some who pulled out in years past,--and peehaps grasp a little of the
heartache and agony of soul and confusion and hopelessness they went through by jumping
from frying pan into fire!

I just do notknow what would be best in my case, a change to a smaller place or what,

I can only submit the matter to sincere prayer that God's Will may be done. Of course I
have felt for years that we priests are entirely too tied up with work the Aiiety could do
better., Our foremost concern should be to get right dewn to the Ygrazs roots" directly
with people, even if that work seems often not Loo "romuntic" or glamorouy. So many people
need ou¥ attention in things that just cannot te ddffathd to tLhe latety. bMaybe T ghall
see better light at retreat time the 22nd, and 4f you“so wiah, we could talk oyer mabters
further them, (Yes, there has been a daily “emento_in the lasses “Tor Superiors for years,)

Respectfully, &, /A,@%/W
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* "INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY, COLLEGEVILLE

NAME: Othmar (1eO) Hohmann, 0,5.B.

(Religious) (Baptismal) (Family)
BIRTH:Rickmond Stearns Minnesota January 28, 1300
(Gity) (County) (State) (Month)  (Day)  (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: St. Gthmar ' NAMEDAY: November 16, ¥

TRIENNIAL VOWS: St/ John's Abbey Septl 22, 1926 Bi, Bev, Alcuin Deutsch C.$.B.
! (Place) (Date) (Before Whom)

FINAL VOWS/OBLATION: St. John's Abbey Sept, 22, 1929 Rt, Rev. Aleuin Deutsch C.S.E,

(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)
ORDINATION: 5t. Jchn's Abbey, June 7, 1931 Most Rev, Joseoh ¥, Busch.
(Place) (Date) (Bishop) ‘

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: St. Cloud Minn.

FATHER'S NATTIONAL DESCENT: Bavarian

FATHER'S RELIGION: Catholic DATE OF DEATH: Jan 5, 1939

/
HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION: St. Cloud Normal School. Rural School Teacher

FATHER'S OCCUPATION; (deceased) Great Northern Railroad
(Now) (When You Entered Monastery)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S RIRTHPLACE: Fountain City Yisconsin

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Swabian

MOTHER'S RELIGION: __ Catholic DATE OF DEATH: April 2, 1957
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HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION: 8th Grade Parochisl School

YOUR. CAREER BEFORE ENTEZRING THE MONASTERY: Work at Electrical Business and for the

Great Northern Railroad at various jobs.

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO  MAJOR DEGREE DATE
Rural Seéhools 1906 1911
R .

ELEMENTARY =0+ Joseph's Minnieapolis (5 x 6) 1911 1912

St: Mary's 5t. Cloud (7x8) 1912 1914
SECONDARY: ), yeaprs at St, John's Prepsvatory
UNDERGRADUATE:_5t, John's University B.A 1928
THECLOGY ¢ St, John's shovke  Seminary
GRADUATE:

POST~-DOCTORAL:

OTHER:

DATE FILLED OUT: July 1., 1964

g

[Over Please]

([ e ormoner A5

(Signature)

0SB HOHMANN_00578




LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lastlng six ‘months .or more) YOU
HAVE RECEIVED' SINCE PROFESSIGN AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the type-or nature of

the work, e.g., assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School,

(b) the location, (e) the guration, (d) any gpccaa] achievements or items of note,
©ig., built parish hall in 1943, :

Agsisted in Speech and Drama Dept. at St. John's from 1927 to 1932 (Mostly high school)
Prefect in St., Gregory Hall, 1927-1929

Taught College German 1931-32

Cahama’ Island Hissions Dec. 11, 1932 to Sept. 1, 1936, Most of this time stationed at St.
Francis Xavier hurch, Nassau Bahamas.

Assistant ;at St, Joseph's Mandan No, Dakota, Uct, 1, 1936 to April 22, 1942. In addition,
engaged in youth work and.dramtics and radio’ drama there,

Assistant at St, Boniface, Hastings Minn, April 24, 1942 to Aug. 1k, 1947. *‘eturned to Abbey.
Assisted Fr, Celestine Kepsner on Mission Band Sent. 1947 to Dec. 10, 1947

Assigned to the Utah Missiohs from Dec. 1947 to Dec. 1948. While there helped to build the
church at Vernal Utah and took care of Artesia and Rangely Missions in Denver diocese.
January 22, 1949 to Aug. 18, 1954, pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, New Munich. While
there, rerovated and decorated the church, renovated school and convent. Organized an adult,
young peoples' and childrens dramatic club,

From Aug. 18 1954 to August 1957 pastor at St, Boniface, Cold Spring Minn. While there,
enlarged and renovated rectory, renovated convent. Congldereble repairs and renovation in
grade and high school buildings.

From August 1957 to June 1958 worked in Fargo diocese, mostly at Ozkes No, Dakota helping in
the marish and chaplain in the hospital thzre.

Swmner 1958 stationed at Mercer Wisec. and attached missions, ; :
Crookston giocese at Mahrnomen, Bejou, Island ia&p 5 % etroassfgﬁes%958 to Sept, 1960 in the
5,0 LIVING, (decease

GIVE YOUR PARENT‘S PRESENT i\DDRES (See below for a.dditiona.l)

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELYF,
For these still living give their present address; for those who have died
write "deceased." Put an asterisk before those whom you want contacted immedi-
ately and directly by the Abbey when you die,

Othmar L. Hohmann. $6.3.B.

OSB HOHMANN_00579




IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDPITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOW.N Y
OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATIGN OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOWRS THAT YOU TEINK SHOULD

BE PERMANENTLY RECQRDEDR:,
(Contined from above) At Detroit lakes did some remodgling of school and convent. After
that one year in the Superior diocese, helping out at Mercer and Boulder Junction Wisec., and
nissions attached to same. ’ _ '
During 1963, remodeled and

Since Aug. 11, 1961, pastor of St. Joseph's, St, Joseph Ninn,
modernized the school (980,000) and startéd an adult and childrens' theatre.
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January 30, 1968

Daar Father Othmar,

Just a little note to thakk you for your letter of Jan. 28
in which you sent your parsonal statement and & check of $600.00 as aurplus
income to Father Abbot, The Abbot will be tmck today or one of thess first
days and your statembnt will be on his desk. There is little quastion but
that he will find sll your affairs in good order. 'Thanke again for tha $600.00
which has been given to the Procuraftor to credit to your account.

The Loxd blesms you and I hops that your health may improve during this year.

Cordially in St. Benedict,

Fr. DBerthold 08B, Priorx
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TELEPHONE nanl

Churel of St Joseph

#t. Josepl, Minnesotn
Marfh 5, 1965

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

This letter has been a long time in coming. When you kindly came down last November,I
mentioned that I would come up and talk over health matters. Since then I have been tel-
ling things to "go away, go away!" but it has not worked out that way, I had been hop-
ing from day to day that things would improve, and that my troubles might be mostly "4n
the head." Especially the last year has been tough with constant dizziness, weakness,
very low blood pressure, lack of co-Ordination, constant distress in the head and frontal
headaches and distress in the chest and gastric regions, The nights are mestly very dis-
turbed without sedatives (which I dislike taking) and I generally wake up about 4 AM.
with headache and distress. Reading Mass has been a chore and all but a torture the past
year, as has most every other job and ministration., A year ago in January I had lobar
pneumonia, as Dr. Higdon may have told you, and again in July,virus pnewmonia. I did not
go to the hospital either time, but tried to fight it through at home here with anti-blo-
tics. At about that time the left eye went rapidly bad, so that now it is practically
useless, and Dr. Koening does not see fit to do anything at this time. Whether the impaired
eyesight has much or anything to do with the general malaise I do not know.

As T may have mentioned before, I have not been the same since being put out of the
Crookston dlocese four years ago last September, I am beginning to suspect that I hay
have hadd a mild stroke at the time, and perchance again a year ago., At least I realize
more and more that I "have not been the same" since that time, and especlally the past
year. I have tried to force myself thrcugh from day to day, but feel at times that I
have just about reached the limit! It may be hardening of the arteries, bubt Dr, Higdon
does not seem to take that seriously. I never realized years ago in younger years, that
reading Masa could be such a chore,{gnd Years ago I was still trinatingl) After major
surgery four years ago I had only one Suhday off, against doctor's orders; but there was
not much else to do up there in Wisconsin and I thought everything would be 0.K, shortly.
Last Spring I tried to place the matéer before you, mentioning that I felt that I was just
not doing Justine to this rapidly growing parish, with growing problmms, and felt the si-
tuation could be solved by giving me a smaller parish that was open at the time. T realize
of course that you must be hard put to it cften, wondering what might be best to do.

I do not know how much Dr. Higdon has mentioned to you, or whether he did not tell me
everything the checkup revealed, Unfortunately, good Dr. Kline died shortly after my
checkup. Last Fall, both doctors strongly advised that I gee you about "quitting,--at
least for a time." Well, I have been putting that off in the daily hopes for bettesr days.
During the winters I have always felt that I could and should be doing my best and most
work, and could not have relaxed with all the heavy load of reports, statements ete, etc.
that have to be gotten out with the New Year. I did not know whether Yyou would approve
or not,(and frankly, did not want to spoil chances for some time off next swmmer.) So
things have run on. I much doubt the validity of the Masses some mornings, frankly,and
have all but'passed out"more than once. (ne Mass is all I have been able to handle on
Sundays. Preaching and teaching have become a muddled up chore,--much as I like those won-
derful children, and have always enjoyed the religion periods. I have tried some old hob-
bies like trimming pines at St. John's and the 1like but seem %oo weak to do much of anything,
even walking, which I have.always enjoyed so much, Yue to the eye trouble I cannot do much
manual work which has always been a hobby. And reading too with one eye is often a chore
in the evening. As I mentioned to you last November, it has been a constant fight with
despondency. De. “4gdon seems quite convinced that most of the trouble is mental and
nervous exhaustionand psychosomatic, I just do not know. A good night's sleep with seda-
tives improves matFers for part of the day,~-but I just do NOT want to become dependent
on such‘crutches!’' I recall that back in the summer of 1942 the doctors put Fr. hto
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Rt, Rev, dear Father Abbot:

With your vermission I would like to attend a First Mass next Sunday at St. Boniface,
Hastings of a young man I had in the grades years afio at that parish,——Father-
-. That is if I feel up to it, since things have not improved much, healthwise.
Father Irior suggested that three clerics go with me in our car here, gince I cannot
safely drive that distance., That will also wake it much more convenient, for mc. I have
had to miss so many First Magses of former pupils, and the parents have wrged me o come.
S Mass is at noon so I can take a Sunday Mass here,

I know I should have come up weeks ago, as T had promised to explain detagils of the
doctors' findings and opiniens. I have been putting it off as an embarraseing and un-
pleasant job, and telling the fﬁispositions VLo go away, go awayl' and hoping that
would happen. For the time being, DUr. Keening does not want to undertske eve surgery.
T intend to see you shortly after the holy days, or write bo you in detail. The latter
might save time for you. (Frankly, I dread being put to a vlace such as Ir. Harold or
Valerian are at,) ell, Fiat Voluhtas, and I shall try to be resigned. The doctors
suggested "quitting, at least for a whilel! The trouvbles way be more a comvlex of neural
and emnotlonal troubles of recent years, I just d?not know. Well, at any vate, I shall
get din touch with you soorn. T greatly avnreciate the help for one Mass Sundays fer the
time being.

And thanks so very much for your kind note of sympathy on the recent death of my
sister Tt was very consollng to me and the relatives. Good “athers Julig and

Jacoues gone too,-~in their best years, Well, "so it goes". T trust you wi

11 " e
L1 (1aVE &4

most harpy and peaceful “hristmastide, I still rocall fondly the Lhristmastides spent

at the Abbey yours ago., I shall try to be there for the party next Tuesday.

fespoctfutly,»
/!/(/

Fr, G vmvi CLouhbs,

"Froehlichste’ Weinachten!®
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SAINT JOHNS ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
QFFICE OF THR ABROT MBY 28, 1965

Dear Father Othmar,

Like you, I sometimes find it easier to sit down to write a let-
ter than to drive the four miles between us. However, I éxpect you to come over to
discuss what I am writing to you about because I am not able to give you all the
reasons in writing for what I am proposing.

I would like 0 give you a different assignment, Part of my reason is to relieva
you of the burden of being pastor of a parish such as St, Joseph when your health
is such that you suffer very much from a real handicap in trying to meet your respon=-
sibilities. I do not have an assignment waiting for you, but I wondered if you would
be willing to accept for the summer (June 20-Sept. 5) one of the two assistantships
at Mercer, Wisconsin. I am quite sure this would afford you an opportunity to get
some relaxation and rest, and by the end of the assignment we can probably arrive
at o satigfactory arrangement for the future.

I should move right along in the making of the parish assignments, and I would
appreciate it {f you let me know soon whether this move is acceptable to you, I
want to assure you that you have done good work at St,. Joseph while you were there.
This no one can deny, and if your health were better I would want you to stay on
indefinitely. May God bless you for what you have dona, and may the good peopla
there be grateful,

Devotedly yours,
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June 9, 1965

¥est Boverend dear Pishops

T trust you wlll excuse the nerhaps incoherent and sketch memorandum I am enclosing here-
with. Yo doubt Father Albot has acquairited you with my condition and that a change is ne
cessary, I have been in impaired health and efficiency for some years now, and a year and
a half apo took a turn towards worse. Abrut that time ny left eye becam useless and the
other ohe is acting up also. T have to wait on the Judgment of Lr, Koenig as when it
wruld be best to undergo cataract surgery,

A oysar ao T pub 1t up to Father Abbot that I felt T just could not, .do Justice to the
work: and nrlloms in this growing pardsh, - I did not wish to press the matter too hard,
still honing for Improvement, I did not want to feel T was running away from problems.
vatters id not improve this vast year, rather the contrary, Impaired eyesight is be-
coming =mora and more of a handicap, T may have had a mild stroke five years age, bosidea
multdple surgery and several touts with pneumonia etc. etc, No use in bethering you with
detalls, . . . :

“hile my sreat love has always been convert work and .working among Prohestants and mixed
and invalld marriages,--T have become deeply attached to this school and ite "modus opzrandi”
and the splendid faculty and results. And to this wonderful crowd of dhildren! Tt will
be a hrartoche to leave this sebup and the activites I have stavted: Hows ep I feel more
conviced than ever now, that I simply cannot do Justice to the rarish! :

Prs. Hicdon and Lins dia/g;nosed "mental and nervous exhaustion® last Fall and ordered e
away, at least for a time. T just have to ‘ahid by their decision, but still am not clear
as to "just what has hit me." Whether sclerosis or senility, is olaying a part I do not
bnew but must just hope that I can recuperate and can have some good years left yet.

Father drbot at fivst surpested that I lsave “une 20 for an assignment in the Wisconsin
resort country. However I told him that I could hardly leave before. July 10 with-all the
matters to wind up. OUtherfise it would be incosiderate to my successor.. Il shall try to
hold out as hest Y can with the fine assigtant I have been blessed with. I anow yeu will |
understand, ' : : . EERR : ' .

As I may have said before this parish has changed greatly for, the better with the’ con-=
stant influx of new blood,--fine splsndid fam*lies Lhat are moving in. I see a_great po -~
tential amonp these school children 5l the school can be kept at a high standard,. Prigst--
heod vocetions seem to ke coming up too, Howaver, I am sure that you are fully aware of
a o .rtain sector here where there seems to be a mysterious subtle Panti~elericalfsm”
shonld 1 say? ‘They have had it Yoo easy, for many .years, I think with 4 church and schosl’
tbuilt, not willing to do their share Goward vrogress and. expansion, rie conent to build ‘.
the lewest school mill rate in the state, Unrealistic and in a rut in thelr thinking, T
fenr tce meny do not anuvreciate or even think of the splendid lab, schoal setup and summer
school nrogram ete. ete. they arve enjoying. I do not feel very hopeful sbout changlng them!)
Fut I still say,--things have improved vastly over 30-40 years .agol’ - -

I saall never have a school or facuity such as I hav_e..enjoy(!d here! T ho_be ‘the atove
explains the personal situation, which I wish I could remedy! o

Réspectfully,

Cthmar 1. Hohmann €.5.E&,

0SB HOHMANN_00587



Telephone 383-7605

Ghurrh of $t. Joseph

#1. Joseph, Minuesota
June 13, 1965

Dear Father Abbot:

I much appreciate your kindness and patience in my two recent interviews! It helps a lot
after some of the things T have had to contend with here. I have sent a memo to the Bishop
last Thursday, acquainting him with my condition., T do not think I have exaggerated. Dr.,
Kline of course is dead, but when Dr. Higdon comes back next viek, he should be able to give
some professional cpinion on the situation. T Lelieve I told you that Dr, hoer’nﬂ:_ mantioned
that the good eye may go bad anv time, and rapidly; or mav just last for a while” (Yesterday
was rough again,)

I would be much interested in Barnesville which you mentioned the other week. I know ab-
solutely noting about the nature of the place. If T cannot recuperate by the end of the sum-
mer, 1 wonder whether it would be wise to consider it. I much appreciate your letting me
take off part of July and August. I would suggest that if after ten days or two weeks things
do not improve, I come back. In view of the fadt that T did not get much of a Jubilee vaca-
tion back in 1956 beyond twe Sundays off, would 1t be unreasonable to ask to go up to Alasla?
(I have various feiends and redatives up there.) There are few things more relaxing and re-
cuperating to me than a trip on a good train,and revelling in scenery and geologlcal wonders. |
In that way I would hope also to give the good eye a long rest. Distant vision is still toler-f
able, T shall try to eee you during this week to get your response. I surely fondly hope to
get back to some normalcy and comfort by the end of summer, sc¢ as to get back to some kind of
work. Off hand I would suggest, if I leave St. Joe, to go up with Fr, Ignatius for late sum~
mer and early Fall since at that time he is still busy, very busy and ﬁj?es 8 Lecome scagee.,

Cr same work with Bishop Schenk or the Superior diocese? MErCer s Ly

Plés P PR

As to the Bishop's comment on the problems here, I did not make them. I weuld say they are

2 Telephone 363-7505

@hurrh of St Joseph

&t. Hoseph, Minneanta

no worse than when I came here four years ago,--rather I think therq&s much more light on

the situation now than there was then, T certalnly want to get all facts and statistics etc.
on paper before July 10 so a substitute for the summer or a successor should have something

to go ahead on. (At least I think we have found out a few things NOT to do.) I have been
golng slow on going shead with property and new building for reasons I mentioned the other day.

What reactions the Bishop will have after my memo of Ihursday on my condition, I suppose
will show up this week. He has to be realistic too. Fine families are buying or building
homes again this summer, Thus far almost 15 children that should be asccomodated in addition.

A new classroom is all ready except for the furniture and a competent lay teacher. Or,
1s working on this. I had planned to manage with the school for another year, though
we are bound to be still crowded,

Well, that's about all for now, God willing, I surely want some good useful years left yet!
With proper steps I hope that will be the case. Toward the end of summer we should be able to
see some light,

You of course remember that two years ago I remodelled and modernized the school completely,
enlarging classrooms, adding all rooms possible, new lighting, windows, ventilation etc. etc,
With this I think we can hold out another year. T would guess that the Bishop would very
much oppose eliminating out Grades? and 8 and send them to S5t. Cloud Jr, High. By now I am ‘
guite firmly convinced that in a good school such as this, the first six years are all-impor-
tant, und if no way cut, rather eliminate grades 7 and 8. Cf course, mhxm there are quite
a few varents here who want very much to keev[their girls especially)in these grades here,

Respectf
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TELERHONE &7l

Churcl of Ft. JJoseph

#t. Joveply, Minnesatn
June 14, 1965

Rt. Rev, dear Father Abbot:

I want to bring you briefly up to date on developments herq} which information I am also
forwarding to the Bishop today:

1. The Sisters (per Sr. - informed me again yesterday that property west of the wnre-
sent school will be made avallable to us as soon as they can move off the two houses thereon,
I am to get the price within a day or so. From"a guess”T asked her to venture, the tentative
figure geemed quite reascnable to me, It seems they are alsc relenting on the corner pisce
adjoingng Maln St., and the street going into their property South, "if we need it for play-
ground, they would surely consider it."

2. T have made overtures to the large lot for sale to the West, across this street, I am to
receive an appraisdl this week on the house and lot and the lot separately. The problem is

a lfarge old remodelled house on the lot, ( is building a home on his
land in the country,) and no doubt will want all he can get cut of it. A1l this extra pro-
perty whould keep us going for quite some years. The house of course poses a

knotty and expensive problem,

3. The Yisters have also mellowed on properiy across the street and to the S.E. of thelr old
Main Lntrance, mintioning that™if necessary for fulure developwent, Lhey would keep the door
open.” This of course would cffer larpe possibilities for playrround expansion te the South
and East.

4. I have quickly projected in my mind a school addition to the west of our present bullding
to mateh that and not clash with its or the convent's architecture.(Simple brick neatly done.)
I shall surgest a partial basement same as the present school and one storky of six classrooms,
BUT have comprehensive plan made to include a future story on top of that. That would simply
mean & good steel concrete floor slab which would serve as a flat roof until in the future
they would decide to add another story, to match present building,

5. Sr.— and her collegues have been asked to study wilhout delay the prospect of
an "ungraded primary." Discussing the matter with some outstanding parents here has brought a
very enthusiastic response, " that it should by all means tried”

6. A meeting with the fact finding committee last evening brought out that we are still edu-
cating slightly over 75 percent of our children in private schools wibh

that way we get in on special legistation similar to the Cold Svring schbup, Whether we can
hold that percentage for another year will be a problem. The number of extra-district child-
ren in our parochial school complicates the problem and militates against our legal status.

7. The lewal school board and fact-finding committee promised me to be on the alert during

the summer and keep in contact with the State Department, the County Superintendent and the
Didcesan Pureau of Education to obviate all possible the complete abollshing of our district
status. In the not too distant future things may just develop? in that more Protestants will
be moving into the aresa, and that some kind of public school may be called for. As I mentioned
to you, the days of the four rural schools in the parish territory are numbered. What action
these people will take is of course anyone's guess,

7. Before leaving about July 10 or before, I shall do all I can to alert the pecple, the trus-
tees and the Bishop toward tentative plans for a parochial school addition, At worst, we can-
not go far wrong on that(unless we get a grasping architect!) The “dvisory board now existing
will aleo be alerted and a parish meeling called if the Bishop approves of it,

Well, that's about all for now. +he rest oh a saparate sheet .

Respectfully, %M///jﬁ:

OSB HOHMANN_00589



Telephone 381.7508

Uhmreh of St Joseplh

&1, Joseply, Minnesnts
July 10, 1965

Rt. Kev, dear Father Abbot:

I have no idea of who might be coming to take Father Olaf's place. I would strengly urge
that he come early in August or at least as soon as possible so Father Claf can instruct
him in the varicms fine progects he has bteen involved with and for which I would jusl not
have had any time, T do hove my new assistant will he able-bodied and willing to work hard;
otherwise T wiil be really "sunk." Things have not improved with me, neither as to eyesight
nor the head,~-rather the opposite! I rresume Dr. Higdon has talked to you, or will do so.
Tf 1t should ‘¢ a hardening of arteries, then I will have to make bthe best of it. As I men-
Lioned to you at relreat time, I shall lel you know how things go after a few weeks away .1
shall be leaving nexl swonday. T could not very well leave before due to 50 many 163e ends,
the big July 4th Festival ete, T have gotten out a complete financial sialement cliccked by
the Secrotery, uv to July 8Lh,(in case I cannot resume by the 1lst of teptwmbe

wber, ) advisory
Hoard has been met wibh and Finance Board organized to deliberate on school expansion and
more businesalike parish financing ete, The “ecretarv should Le a big help during the surtér
so Fr. 0laf wilh nct te burdened too much with admiristralive details,

I trust you will try to keep someones in mind who might take over, in case I am not able
by the end of summer, Would to God I conldd change things,--I just do not know aht has hit
me! Your being so cordial about my golng swey has helped, and will see what that will do.
T had fondly hoped ithat a move to a smaller rarish(such as varncville) might help but I see
your point in that here I am right close to the Abbey where extra help can e gollen morc

casily,-fand I suspect that Dishob Glenn wight not want me in his diocese.)

Telephone 3831505

Ghurch of %t Jogeph

YDage 2) B1. Jopseph, HMivursnta

Due to the Bishop's illness I was not able to talk with him before leaving., FHowever, I
think T covered everything about bLhe school question per memo. some weeks ago, also about
impaired health and eyesight. T don't sunpose that ke has communieated with you. ‘we had
a very fine meeting last night of the Advieory and Finance Boards with the archi-
tect sitting in profitably. Considerably more light has been thheen on possible sclutions
of the school problems. Tt may he that wher T return my head will be clearer toc. Headaces
have been teritile the past weeks. (Yes, I should be more resigned.) W11l see whal evenluates.
Thank you so much for the break you have given me, and am sti71 ind hdpes that Lhings might
improve, Mearwhile I beg a memenlo in your prayers,

Respectfully,

e
s Vy’ e e’ (,S&/‘F”
/ i
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G@LENCOURT 7-7180

QUEEN OF ANGELS CHURCH

200 WEST ELEVENTH
PORT ANGELLES, WASHINGTON
Aug. 19, 1965

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

Well, 1 had promised to write ym*after a few weeks out” Uo let you l;}low how things
wers coming, Cranklyv, I 4id not k)‘\ﬂ)ﬁm‘zfﬁ;el_f' whether T wascmning or going and not having a
Lypewriter at hand an! having such a'verv poor handwriting, 1 just put things off. T re-
wurned from Alaska not quo Le 2 weeks a;n and have been spending sowe de lishtful davs with
the rnod monlts at the nr:\':};wncistery at Mission Zitv 300, and al 34, Marcin's ad w Lh oo
old < ab Poriland vhom 1 had nob seen [ sver 30 yonrs.  Yos, T had o delidit-
ful visfit w: (as I feel you would sumb me Lo /,{0) ard with the tormer
Johnny, 1ooking over his fabulous collection of scenic photos. The whide picture about

rather edified me. | of course took over andshowed me scenervy for a few

days and Abbot Raphael insisted on tacing me up here bo soe the Olympic peninsula and rest
up at this fire rectory. Today I leave via Vancouver aml am sbtarting slowly home, hoping to
visit with a few pricsts enroute ardpossibly also i For the past ten davs
I have really "felt like livinzg a gain, out have to stafy + th Dr, icdon's medicines it
seems. The eyesight on the good eve is slowly deveriorat.n: even for Jdistance i’iewing s50 1
shall just have to & tho Dest unvil Dr. Koening decides to operate on the bad ave ate.
ALl thievast panorama of scencry in Alaska, 8.3, and novherein lashin ton amlOresaon has
done much Lo 1ift my spivits and clear the head I hope. Also to see the work of these
zo0d priests all over an:d the stupendous mi.ssdon challenges especially in British Solumbial
One lﬁee%s fine people dll over var: cordial and reppectful anl wets profitable ideas from
all over. 1 have tried to make tle trip profitable formy dear school Ikids in gathering all
intormation possible in the geographical, geolorial, ezonomic, and seoil appacts of what I
ave passed through to make up sone interesting kctures for them., Also much scenart ard
glacler information amdthe like. Some mourta' n hiking wbh anod old Fr. Augustine Osgnigach
and ayounger confrere mnd+th Abbol Raphael has been a 1ittlo rough but -~me surely can sleegp
after a day like that! Such splendid convenial hospitality all over! One does not feel ho
is imposing,

I cdled up Fr. 0laf asout 10 davs azo amd he tells me thinzs are going along nicelv but
I think T had better get homs next week 50 as not to ecrowd him in his transfer arrangement s.
Sure sarry bo lose him! 1f vou see £it I shall trv to resume at St. Joseph for the time
being andmake the best of handicaps and problems andhope for improvement in physical and
mental stamina, hoping that I have not been struck with hardening of arteries| Right now
T feel much like ¢etting bhack to wokk but will definiiely ~ave to taks more Lime olf every
waek, T do think thal 3f ot some time T can get back to apostolic wrk mich agme finds
all sver in these mixed comunities I would feel much better too. The splendid converts
Ons meets all over are surely an inspiration!

Ido think Lhav Lhe money spent on the Lrip was not wasted. I would have liked to spend
A LiLlde move Lime in Lho seenth ~i,;{’5n«,»; mourdkamsof Alaska but decided to sec a littls of
Lhe ;\m‘ e us Moo hwest while | ol Uie pporlunity.  Was ruch temptad to tske in the
sestern Jabechetical Jonfarence thwn gt Oaklangd next week bu b that would incenvenience
Litngs ab home, o no o asl Ol ,i.;ﬁh*ﬂ, ab this time. I am deoply prateful that vou allowed
me Lo Lades K s\?mlﬁday ant only hope' the reliel will be more or less permanent, “Jod willing.

Imagine meeting twn splendid St, John's Seminarians from the lelena Dioccese in theinterior
of Alaska who -.realhd me like a Bishop, and a clasimate ol Fr. 0laf, ir, Jares Miller, sta-
tioned at the end of the water trail at Skasway an! Uaines Alaska. A 8tillwaler lad, whose
Tolks were visibting him out there. Also a M. Anzel Henedictine from the Kodiak Is. mission,

Well, that's about all., I feel more like living again, even though there have heen omca-
sinal rough days at first when T was inclined to start baclk home. MHad a very pleasant visit
wit™ the O.M. 1's at Whitehorse and dear old Bishop Coudert a former doz-team missionfr, That
was my Tirst rest stop, 4% I have buen taking orcasional davsof rest, Alaskan lrains are very

good and the generv enronigalmost too wuch to absorb ab one time, Will o how! ean §’ejf,
hack to bevler efficioncs vhen I return. 7Thanks azaln for everrihing? Clinpe voir nal take

© yoursell t i bh the added hurden of Praeses eblc. Sordiallie<t vespoebfully y
care of yoursell teo w bth the /}‘ ﬂ)‘;f’y)/"m:i;
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TELEPHONE e

Uhurch of . Jogeph

#t. Juseply, Minnesots
Jan.4, 1966

Rt, Rev, dear Father Abbot:

I thoroughly enjoyed the slide lecture on Rome and the Holy Land a week ago. In fact,

T enjoy a slide lecture almost more than a movie. Also the party was"a little like old
times."

I am writing this to tell you that I am going down to St. Paul this morning for a few
hours to consult Dr. Wm, T. Smith in the Lewry Medical Arts, He is & Catholic proctolo-
gist who took very good care of me some years ago when I was closer to St. Paul. He
thinks it best if I come right down for diagnosis and examination. For many years now
I have been afflicted with recurring rectal irritation, distress and at times pain, Dr.
Smith's firm seemed to solve the problem about 15 years ago, but since Fall it has become
most distressing so that now it is difficult to get a night's sleep, (I puess I realigze

ow what those Philistines went through after they rotbed the temple and were stricken sk
\in posteriora,) Anvhow, I was told years ago that such cond’ctions can become malignant
if not watched. I suprose it will mean surgery for haemmorhoids soon. T will let you
know after I see Dr. Smith. Pretty distressing to go on this way., I am seeing a specialist
whose firm refused to send me any bills years ago.

Rumor has reached me that good Fr. Olaf might come here for the tine being and help out
here, and perhaps in the convent?? Maybe just runor, as they go. But, I would say this:
Looks like a very pood idéa to me while he is waiting to see develoyments in his health,

I feel positive 1t would be a considerable morale expedient for him at this time, I have
an idea that the two convent chaplains are really '"boxed in" with ever increasing duties
in an expanding irstitution. T don't know, bul it seems to me bhat way; I know it is none
of my affair. Fr. Olaf was always most gfacious in helning out there when needed. He

was in full charge of all altarhoys' arrangements over there besides the parish end of it.

My condition +s ho better than when I wrote you the details last Svring. Eyesight is
worsening and it is becowring increasingly difficult to do much close work at & time. Dr.
Koenig does not see fit to operate yet, so I have to abidiby his judgment I guess, I am
wondering whether my condition is not rartly mental-emotional for the last five years?
Perhaps I have to blame myself at least somewhat for this. Anyhow, once in a while I have
to take a strong sedative for prolenged headaches (undey Dr, Higdon's direction) and for
a few days after that things seem different and some energy returns., I realjze that with
all the "cases™" he has to contend with at two institutions he cannot do much more often

than prescribe pills. His pills have helped me very little.

Ag it is, T shall be needing heln for the time being for a Mass on Sundays; which you as-
sured me last summer T could have. Often I find it very difficult in the morning to read
the new Missal, and in general, saying Mass has become quite a chore, as also preaching.

T realize things "mav be mostly in the head! for all I Vnow., T don't like the idea of
shirking and am bumbling along one day at a time, as best I can. I feel confident I have
your understanding.

Several times you have suggested going down to the Bahamas for a few weeks. Well, that
may help, We are having a week's mission renewal from Feb. 6 to 13, so there will be an
extra man here for a week. There are several rood Sisters out East and in Miami whom I
helped get to the convent in early years, who would like to see me once mcre before I pass
on or they rass on., Visiting them Lriefly would be gquite a treat, Tf all this seems
unreaonable, why that's an end of it, I will te up to talk thinrs over in a few days when
I pet the verdict from good Dr. Smith, Apprehending that e¥am‘nation rather makes me sweat

The parish is steadily growing with splendid families moving in right along, Tmmediately
after the year-end repor.s are out I must get at helping to solve the school problems, both

for parochial and pubtlic. Some otheﬁeg%ggggs have come in since last Soring. Will see you.
ully, Fr. Cthmar. Zr.g?
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNES OTA
OFFICE, OF THE ABBOT

February 8, 1966
Dear Father Othmar,

Father Abbot is st present conducting the visitation of St. Mary's Abbey in
Morriatown. Hewill be here for a couple of days on the 12th, then go to
Holy Crose for the elaction of a condjutor Abbot on the 15-16bh, snd then ra-
turn East to complete the visitations set for this year,

I know that he will be grataful for your persons] statemant for the paet yesr,
for the check of three thousand which you enclosed es aurplus income, end for
the atatement of the parish. I have daposited the check with the Procurator,
end your statements will be on Father Abbot's desk when he returns, I em sure
that he will find them fully satisfactory, and thet he is grateful for the work
done énd for the sacrifices made by yourself and your essistant.

With every good wish, and the assurence of a memento,

Frsternally youre,

L {1
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TRLYPHONE 231t

Church of &t Joseph

#1. Juseph, Minnesota
May 22, 1966

Rt., Rev, dear Father Abbot:

I must ask you again to consider relieving me of St. Joseph, since matters are not
improving. I gave you a detailed Jeremiad of conditions a year ago, and was hoping at
the time that I could some way hold my own for the time being. Well, of late the one
good eye has steadily deteriorated and it has become well-nigh impossible to do my work
properly. I cannot take all of Dr. Higdon's prescriptions,--the side-effscts seem as
bad as the ailments. It has become quite a chore even to say Mass many a morning, and
to distribute many Communions; even to preach and teach classes. Six weeks ago Dr,
Koenig decided not to do anything for the present "until I get blinder" I understand.

I suppose he knows what he is doing, After submitting the matter to prayerful and long
consideration, I have decided to ask removal from here again since I can't see how I
can go on, Yes, it will be a heartache to leave such a fine school as this and such a
splendid lot of kids and a community of such fine home-life,--and a few other things.

Now, what to suggest if I may? I would very much like to suggest going to Grand
Marais, say for a_year or so, as some sort of "extra help." I think I could recuperate
there,--at least I hope so. If I have some sort of sclerosis to contend with, it should
show up this way. I could take a complete census on foot and think I would be still up
to taking a Mass most mornings, say two with a good rest-up Saturdays, and thus help
out enough to Justify my existence. I presume that Father Ignatius is short of help from
about September 1 through May 1, when visiting priests do not come up as in the summer.
Whether he would care to have a héﬁicapped superannuated part-time assistant around I do
not know, of course, Father has(a growing)erritory I think from the Cnadian Border down
to Taconite Harbor, ofer 80 miles in extent from N.E. to 8.W; how far west through the
wilderness I don't know. I am confident that I could make myself useful enough instruc-
ting converts and smaller Catechism classes and the like, I would try to get someone
to read to me evenings since I am several years back in very necessary reading too,--
all the details of Council “eform, in education and other subjects of importance today.

I don't suppose that any other place would care for a handicapped superannuated assiss
tant who may not be able to do too much for the time being. As I have mentioned before,
"I don't just know what has all hit me!” The sort of year's leave that I am suggestian
should show whether I have some sort of sckrosis to resign myself to, I do not think it
is quite fair to this growing and fast-changing parish for me to hobble along as T have
done now for some years. (I am here almost five years) Of course, as I also mentioned,
I fear being put into some old folks' home or the 1like, Grand Marais appeals to me
very much, and I feel I could do well there in the capacity mentioned. I can still drive
most days in light traffic,but for how much longer I don't knew, I can see weld enough
yet to do some lighter manual labor with tools and the like. Such an avocation would, I
am quite confident, help the other troubles too. I don't know whether Dr. Higdon or Dr.
Koenlg have mentioned my case to you., I can only abide by their recommendations and those
of good Dr. Kline, who sadly passed away before his final interview and recommendations.

While the Bishop may think that I made the school problems here, he forgets that I have
gone quite a way toward solving them realistically and sanely. The problems vexing as
they are, have come about from years of unrealistie thinking, and wishful thinking in the
face of growini&Sister shortage and growing population and higher standard demands from
the State and Wocesan Dept. of Education. I shall write you a memoF on the school situa-
tion in a separate communication soon., {Thinga are shaping up toward solution.)

I might also suggest Boing back to the Supsrior Diccese where I might be of some use

somewhere. I feel I would be most welcome with Bishop Schenk, with whom I worked and
discussed seven years ago on "Operation Doorbell." I do think the time has come to do
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SAINT JOHNS ABRBEY + COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICH, OF 'THR ABRO'T

May 24, 1966

Revarend Othmar Holmann, O0,8,8.
Church of St., Joseph
8t. Joseph, Minnesota

Deear Father Otlmar,

1 have your letter of the 22nd and, in view of what you have written,

I am willing to relieve you of St, Jomeph. I appreciate your writing

me at this time, when I am considering appointments for the coming yeer,
I think it will be best, however, if I plan to ralieve you of St. Joseph
some time in July or August; the exact date we can discuss later.

I am also willing to have your spend & year or soc at Grand Marais, doing
such work as outlined in your letter and recuperating and regaining your
strength, I must, of course, take this up with Father Ignatiue, and T
have written to him today. 1T asked him to let me know hia reaction as
socon ae convenlent, and I will then write yoy again, or csll you. If the
errangement should not be agreeable to him, we can discuss some other plan
for you for & year or so. I heve confidence in Doctor Koenig and Doctor
Higdon, end I am hopeful that they will be able to help you.

In view of the difficulties which you have in reading, I would gladly
grent you a dispensetion from such parts of the Office as you think would
be helpful, or I would gladly commute the entire Office to some other
prayers, such ae the rosary or other prayers that you might suggest, 1f
you will let me know your wishes, I will gladly grant the dispensation or
the commutation,

411 here are quite well and ¢ll sre esgerly awaiting the end of the school
year, TFather Walter 13 making good progress after his heart attack of two

weeke 8go today, and the doctor is hopeful thathe will be able soon to do
& 1ittle work each day,

With all good wighes and the prayer that God bless vou and your work, I
am

Your devoted Abbor,

BD: je
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TELEPHONE 4N

Churcl of &t JJosepl

. Joneply, Minnescta
June 20, 1966

Rt. Rev, dear Father Abbot:

It wag nice of you to give me the cholce of leaving here at any time now; but you re-
call my mentioning that it would be better and more "graceful! to remain until right
after July 4th, Furthermore so many little things have turned up that the July 6th or 7th
is much more practical. I would like very much to leave then at the latest, I can then
tot up most of the details of our big annual July 4th business, and complete all the memes
for my successcor,

I am told the parish is preparing a Farewell, sort of a'receptlion' for next Sunday after-
noon and also evening (requested by the Sisters, due to their big festival in the p.m;)So
the committee has asked me several times for my successor since they nicely want to in-
vite him tco if he is decided on. Now, I don't wish to hurry your decision in the least;

I appreciate the tangle of appointments you are burdened with. #nyhow, if no one is defi-

nitely appointed by the end of the month, I am certain things can carry on for a while with
help from St. JohN8s for Sundays and the 6:30 Mass on weekdays,--as you yourself indicated

some weeks ago. It would help me a lot to be able to leave shortly after the 4th, as I say
at the latest, Thursday the 7th.

I am to see Dr. Koenig again this Friday. If things continue deteriorating at the present
rate, surgery on oneé eye may not be too far off. It may be that he would just as soon trans-
fer that to some good man in Duluth; will see what he has to say. I know he definitely
wants me to keep away from all close work for an indefinite period of time after the sur-
gery, but that should not prevent me from starting the census at Grand Marais for too long.

My conscience is completely at ease at earnestly having asked for a transfer from here,
and for a place where I am confident I can be of some good use " in quantum possum” and
see a good chance to recover strenghh and energy, God willing, and < fondly hope, good
oyesight again before another year. I just could not carry on here anvmore and the past
24 years have been tough and most frustrating, as I explained. If my condition is due to
a progressing sclerosis, that should show up during the coming year, and I may with your
approval go through another checkup at Duluth toward Fall after I see how things pro-
gress. I deeply appreciate your letting me try Grand Marais, and am much gratified that
Father Ignatius is so optimilstic about the arrangement! I am sure this arrangment is just
what Drs. Higdon and Koenig would recommend., I am confident 1 shall find plenty to do;
and hope and pray hLhat the good Lord will give me some good ysars yet.

This morning began the summer school sessions,--pre-school, enrichment courses for clder
ones and even a pre-preschool (Montessori) session, That always is about one of the fun-
nlest experiences one can have watching those preclous tots trying to get adjustment to
some preliminary school life and co-ordination. (Fine nlace for candid camerd.) It is
going to be a heartache to leave all these wonderful kids, their stable family life, this
splendid school etc., but such is life and I am certain my successor will be able to do -
full justice to this growing and fast-changing parish, With the school situation, as I
mentioned to you, things are pretty well "on the track,” and should develop into amicable
solutions that will solve a host of problems which looked formidable a year ago. I have
optioned from the Sisters enough property for a possible catecheticdl center in years to
come, right adjacent to the public schoecl that is going up soon,

Well, unless you advise me to the contrary, 1 surely would like to leave right after the
4th, and aw I say, things can carry on nicely for a while until the successor takes over,
Thanks for everytting in my distressing eituation of the past few years. By the way, I at-
tended all the talks and discusions of the past two weeks, that I could. I must say, one
can be justly proud. of our young men with the fine expositions they gave and with the very
practical discussions! (No one went to sleep I think.)

Respectfully
» "_/7
Fr, Othmar .,
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A Farewell Reception for our:
departing pastor, Father Othmar,
is being sponsored by the Chris-
tian Mothers and Holy Name So-
cieties of the St. Joseph Parish.
The entire parish and friends are
cordially invited to attend the Re-
ception which will be-held Sun-
day, June 26, from 2:00 to 5:00
P.M. in the school dining room.

'Parish Socicties Sponsor Farewell
- Reception For Father Othmar Sunday

 An appreciation fund is being
launched. All donations will be
ipresented to Father to be used in
the’ ;way he can best fulfill his fu-
l:ure priestly work.

]j‘ather Othmar (Leo) Hohman,
0.5.B.,- Pastor of St. Joseph Par-
ish, will be leaving for Grand Ma-
rais, anesota July 7. He will as-
sist?. Father Ignatxus Candrian,
OSB in missions located on
Lake Supenor (Noith Shore) Fat-
her; Othmar  will ‘be 6n “semi-
acﬂvc" duty’ for a year or so, due
to’x. worsening eyesight.

He Has’ been pastor here for al-
most five'" years. In addition to his
mifty church datiés, he shoulder-
ed’'the responsibility of planning
thé cofmplete renovation and en-
larging of the séhool, complete
ventllating and I)ghtmg job, mod-
erizing’ ‘thé " power * intake and
sorhe wxrlng, and remodeling the
stage '~ in genéral, ‘remodeling
‘the school facnhues.

el H»s love for children and’ be-
¢auise "of the. talent he saw, his
great .ambition was . to start a
“Cfnldrens Theatre.,” He produced
and’ directed productions such as
“Heidl", thé operetta “Hansel and
Gretel”, “Daddy Long Legs”, “The
Music Man”, and the magnificient
production .of “The’Song -of Ber-
nadette”.. Father regrets -very
:muth leaving this fine "Childrén’s
i Theatre"” yotential In St: Joseph.
Pathér Otlimar ‘was™ professell
September 22, -1926 .and was- or-
dained “June 7, 1931 at St Johd’s
Afterstegching and being assistant
in-ithe Dramhtic -deparbment for a
few years; he has been in mission
parothial 'work; for34 years,
'b rinting 7iwvith the.fivdt - years in’
tl‘té Bhama ! Missions:  and ’ paro-
c 6l assignments-in Nerth! Dako-
S Hastings-ind-Cold: »Spring, Min-
nesota He also did Mission work
in the:Utah Missions ahd in the
Supenor and ,Crookston dioceses.
We'in.St.. Joseph will, mi§s Fat-
}mr Othmar and his. fove for- our
chﬂdren, and -ask ‘God' 1o 'hless” tis
generosity - and “give Hir,. more
years of active work which he
1loves to do . RSN

!

SPATCH;

i
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY* COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICK OFP THR ARBOT

Junse 23, 1966

Host severead Peter W, Bartholowe, D.D.
Diocese of 9t. Clowd
The Chanvery Officu
St. Clowd, Mimnasota

Most iaverwnd an’ lear slshop,

In accord wich Your Excellency's recomswndatién in refarsnse to the nituatios
ot liew Muni. i, I huve discusaed the mat:er both vith Father Victor snd with
Father Engulberc, and it e agreeeble to borh chat Faicher Engolberc be appoiated
Muataistrucur of che puriab, with Father Victor contimuiug to reside thers.

May I, thercfora, present Father Eogelbert Dufasr, 0,5.B., to Your Excellency
for the casoelcal sppointmeut as Aduinistracor of Imasculste Conceptiom Parish
{n Hew iuaili, the appoinumot Lu by effective wm iriday, July 8, I om bhopaful
thet Fuiher Engelicst will do wll as Admifstratoc,

Stcause Fobhes Othaar's heoalch has been quite poor throughou: this past yesr,

I think it beai tu oaccode tu hLs roques: te be relievid of the paustorate at

St, Joseph's Pariuh (o S:. Joseph. 7o replace him, I would like tp present

for che caaauical wpproval sy pastor Father Aloyaius Michels, 0.5.H,, who L8

at preveat serving a# acvietsat ac St. Joseph's Perish ¢n Hinnsupolis, Yather
Aloyslus :iav burn in 1913 and «as ordaised lo 1935, He taeught here for some
y8ars, serve. oo usslstaus lo vericus parishes aud slro in ow nission in Japan.
He bus alueys bean o good amd zealous pricat, 2ud 1 heave full coafideuce that
be vill 2o wll an paotor ot Jr. Joreph, If thts appointmunc acets with your
appraves, 1 'ould be graceful 1f (¢ rerc oale effecclve fur the OLh of July,

I thipk it vould be beut alzo to veplace the rwo chaplalos u. 5t. Jenedict's
Convent In St, Joseph, A» replacuwata for Fathers Gersld Mopaboo and Mark
Schuelder, I Joull like tp prescul Yather Cuuther Relfson, who has been studying
blolegy during thw pust year, and Father Cosmes Dohlbelimer. 3Joth of these would
be agreesblu to uiher Hewrlte sad the Sisters. I belleve thet Your Excelleacy
knove Fether Cuuiher and Focher Cozmes; the lutrer was novice master here for
many yaars, prior «t St. Maur's Priory in South Unloa, Keutucly, for a yesr,

end brother amster for the psst twe yesrs. 1 am coafldont that the two will work !
out weil as chapleins ac 3t. Benedlcc’s. 1f these two appoiuiments are sgreeabls,
I would eok thec Father Cosmas' be mede effective on July 1, oad Pether Guather's
on August 1, sioce he vill ooly return fraa sumser schooi st :hat tima.

Father Barold Fuchs, 0.58,B., pavtor of the parish here Ln Collegsville, hes mot
bean well during the past yesr, and recently agein speat ¢ couple of weeks in

the bospitsl in Miopespolis. I thimk it best to remove him es pasior, and I would
1ike to presect to Your Excellency for the cenonical appointasnt as pastor of

the local parish Father Jordaa Etovik, 0,8.8, Father Jordun was born {n 1914 and
wvas ordaiped in 1943). During most of the years sioce then, he has bean sssistant
at 8t. Bensdict's Parieh in New York City, and during tha pect year has sssisted
Tather Aruocld as vocstion director. HNHes hss besn & good priest, 41d very well as
avsisteat, sud I believe that he will do vell ss pastor here. 1f this sppoiatment
iv sgreeable, I would be grateful Lf it were wmade effective oa July 8.

During the past few months Petber Anages Rosen , 0.8.B,, bas buon vseisteat st
Bc. BoAiface Parieh in Cold Bpring and has taught in the high school thers. To
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNES OTA
OFFICRK OF THHN ARBOT

BMishop Peter W. Bartholowe, D,D,
page 2 - Juas 25, 19646

£111 the aceds more adequately, I Selieve (t would be beat if herwere assigned
to full-tima ceaching ac St, Boaniface High School. If this is sgressble, I
wobdd Tike to present Pather Olsf Bkjolsvik, 0.3.B., to Your Excellency for the
sppointment as sgsistant stSt, Boaifuce Parish {n Cold Spring, to replace Pather
Lnvger. Father Olsf wae ordeined Lo 1361, spent two years in Puurtoe Rico, two
yeags as cse{stsot st St. Joseph's Perish in 3t. Joscph; duxing the pust yesr he
was in Puerto Rico for part of the time and recdncly has been assisting by taking
the place of ameone ‘11 or ahsent; he In at prasent eenistenr at 3¢, Boniface
Parish !n HUasrings. T am ronfident he vill do well et Cold Spring, s he did st
gt. Josepb. 1If these two appointments sre agreesble to Your Excellency, T would
approeclate !t !'f they were made effective oa Jume 130,

I am not nure whether Your Excellency wishes us to continue to provide a chap-
lain for the oureing hame In Morris, If you should wish us to do 8o, 1 would
have Father Nastl Stegmann, 0,.5.7,, evallable., He vas borm !n 1853 and was or-
dained 'u 1518, Durlag the past fev ycars he hes been chaplaln st loly Trimtcy
Boap (:al in Craceville. Although he [a not too atrong, 1 = confident rhat he
could do the work euv che nurering home Ja Morrie, IFf Your Excellency should wish
that e continue for ¢ time to provide a chaplain for the nuraing hom:, Fsther
Basil would be avallsble. If you should vish to appoint him as chaplain, may I
beg for him thr fical:lee of the diocems, »s8 w1l as for Tather Cunther and Fatber
0laf -- the other: have the faculttes of the dlocece, or obta’'n theece focultien
through rhel:s r:poalntment,

Wich sentfm:n'a of zlncere entveam and svery good *wish, T =

Sincerely and vespeotfully,

Abbot
aD: Je
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Diocese af St Cloud

CHANCERY OFFICE
ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA 56301

June 29, 1966

Rt. Rev. Baldwin Dworschak, O, S, B,
Abbot

St. John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota

Dear Father Abbot:

Your presentation of priests for appointment at New
Munich, St. Joseph, St. Benedict's Convent, Collegeville and
Cold Spring, and any others that I might have missed, are
acceptable to me. 1 shall publish the appointments in the paper
for this coming week,

Facultiee are granted to the priests who need them,

Father Basil's appointment is also acceptable, as
chaplain at the nursing home in Morris, I need to have the
services of one of your priests at Morris for, at least, this
year., Father Renner is not able to take care of it, He was
just in to see me and I told him to make up his mind to retire
permanently, which he is going to do. I presume the chaplain
that you will appoint in Father Basil's place at Graceville will
continue to be able to say one Mass on Sunday at Collis. Father
Basil has been doing that, Faculties are hereby granted to him,
Father Gall Fell has been teaching some Catechism in the parish
and 1 suppose Father Baail would be in a position to do that too.
They have considerable catechetical work in the Morris Parish,
I wish to thank you for the presentation of these men, I think
all of the appointments are very good. I am especially glad to
see the new chaplaine at St. Benedict's Convent. Both of them,
I think, will be a great influence for good amongst the Sisters
and students,

Thanking you and with best wishes, I am

PWB:cjc
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July 11, 1966

Record of Father Othmar L. Hohmann 0.S.B.

Simple Profession: September 22, 1926
Solemn Profession: September 22, 1929

Ordination: June 7, 1931

Duriﬁ..the'01ericate, prefected for two years in St. Gregory Hall, for
’2?—'2% and '28-29

In charge of High School Drfiatics from 1929 to 1932 and assl sted in the
College Dramatics Dept.

Was sent to the Béﬁama Island Missions from the fall of 1932 until the
Fall of 1936. Was mostly statinned at the Cathedral at Nassau during
this time but also helped out in the other Nassau Missions.

Appointed assistant at St. Joseph's, Mandan No, Dakota from Oct. 1, 1936
until April 22, 1942, when I was transferred to Si. Boniface Church, ,4zg?ﬁ>
Hgstings Minn, until Aug. 15, 19&7. Helped out on Mission Bgand occaslonal Y.

Returned to the Abbey at thils time to memre for the Mission Band, on
which I functioned until Dec. 8, 1947, when I was suddenly sent out to
the Utah Missions, headquartéring at Vernal Utah.

Cihe'summer of 1938 was spent at the Catholie Unlversity, Washingten D,C,
with the Preachers' Institute, and some work with the Bx Blackfriars!

Drama Course.)

I stayed in the Utah Missions from Dec. 11 1947 until ReoxxI®xx¥® Jan.
19, 19L9, when T took over Immaculate Conception Church at New Munich
Minn. as pastor, until I was transferred to:

St. Boniface, Cold Spring Minn. from August 195l until August 13, 1957
as pastor.

Helped out in the Fargo Diocese from Aug. 15, 1957, for the greater part
of a year at Oakes No. Dakota as chaplain of the hospital there and assis-

tant to Fr. Edwsrd MdDonal d there,

June July August and mrt of September 1958, helped out in the Superior
diocese Missions, headquartering at Mercer Wisconsin.

Assistant at St. Michael's, Manohmen Minn. and took sare of the Be jou and
Island Lake Missions in the Crookston diocese from September 1958 until
August 1959, when I was transferred to take charge of:

foly Rosary Cpurch, Detroit Lakes Minn. as prastor until September 1960.

From September 1960 until August 1961, assisted in the Mercer and Boulder
Junction Missions in the Superior diocese.

Appointed pastor of St. Joseph Minn. and took over there Aug. 11, 1961 and
left there July 7, 19%6, due to worsening eyesight and generally impaired
health. Assigned to a year or so of "semi-active duty” to help out Fr,
Ignatius Cyndrian 0.5.B. in the Grand Marais Missions, in the hopes of
Buccessful eye surgery for cataract and general recovery of better healt h

and energy. .
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GRAND  MARAIS | MINNESOTA
Rox 5,8 55601

Dear Father hbhot:

No real good excuse for bheing tardy with enclosed Financial Statement. Since I have
been without salary since July 75 there is of course not too much to send in, T have
beer paying some of the pas for my census trips last Fall, and some of the car expanses,
I feel at ease at not earning, since that is beyond my control, and fceljt can be charged

S

to'"Misslon fxpense! as well as the car which was paid for from my past earnings and eccono-
mies, and is being used for Mission transportation at present.

T presume ycu have heard how I try to spend my time up here, but you may be interewted
in a quick run~down: last Fall, beginning fug. 1 T tried to take a complete house~to-louse
census of the entire Worth Shore down to the Uounty Line, and with winter, the entire town
of Grand Marais. "Operation Doorbell" which our rood Bishop wanted to make mfdatory while
Bishop of Orookston, In &)l my 34 vears of such canvassing, I have never found a more cor-
dial or friendly recsption! No doubt Frs. Lawrence and Ignatius and Bros. Elmer and Faschal
have worked up a iot of good will and good feeling in years past in this territory where
the Catholic population is sparse. I checked with the pastor here on arrivhg lsst suwmmer
about this visiting and 1t seemed 0.K. to him at the time. OF course I keep detailed record
of my findings, and bhave tried to bring the census records up to date, 0f course, the pas-
tor has a tremendous memory for keeping these detaile in his head; but * fwpure that these
thinge should all he recorded in detail for the eventuality tuat a pastor be moved or be-
comes 111: I feel confident he understands the matter in that light,

I have netted enough prospective converts, I believe, ta keep me busy for a good while;

& group of them are down 30 miles at West End and of course, trarsportation is s problem
since I can risk that drive only on some days,~-~but we'll work out scmething, maybe com-
muting by bus if it he agreeable to the pastor. Thus fagr the Instructions arc all indivi-
dually. Tn this "fishing" one cannot hurry too much,--some get the grace sooner, others
later, and it may take quite a time for gaining geod will and confidence before a prospect
feels ready for Instructions. But 34 Yyears of this ot various times convinces me most
deeply that "Grace works 1f we work!" I heve much enjoyed this house-to-iouse visiting,
and am not done yet,

You may feel confident that I am trying to make pood use of my time: I have had to neglect
86 very much reading in recent years, it will take me a long time to get caught up with all
the changes and the vast amount of reading on new Catechetics, Bewsenism, Liturgy, Implewen-
tation of the Council llecrees etc. ete. It is of course a deen frustration that 1 can only
read for short periods of time, and then try again, Th: good St. Yoe people guve me cnough to
purchase a tape recorder and before long I shall have to think of that, since many matters
from Conventions and Institubes I understand are available on taves and also from various
publishing firms.

Father has worked very hard here and 1 feel if I can relieve him of ons Mass on Sundays
or even two during the summer season, it is well worth while being here; I have noticed that
the years are telling on him tco. I mentioned last summer before coming yere that he Zdve
me gsome kind of arrangement for board and room expenses up here, extra heat and light etc.,
but he told me at the time 'to skip 1t." Tt ma: be that I may have to mske some kind of
arrangement eventually:; I don't know the arrangements between the Ahbey and these Missions,

My conscience is at eawe at leaving St, Joe. There just was nothing else to be done and
I could net do Justice to the parish or school. I would have never #gnessed that the Lord
would hit me in the eyes though! I would like to be able to tell you that general health
has improved, but have to be realistic: For the first months here last summer and Fall
things seamed to be on the up and up, but with the coming of winter there is a slump again.
I still do not know "what has all hit me" these past years. Another brush with a little
pneumonia a few weeks ago has left me quite weak and unable even Lo take my usual daly
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walks. No use going into details: I gave you all that last Spring when I asked to be re-
lieved ot St. Joe. I hate to think that &ll this is old age and senility creeping up!
The one good eye has worsened in the past few weeks and I am to go down to Dr, Fellows at
Duluth this coming week, hesides further consultation for cther things at txe Uuluth “liniec.
Dr. foenig recommonded Lr, TFellows, and tNs of course saves tiring and expensive trips Lo
St. Cloud. I do hope that Dr. Fellows will see fit to undertake surgory on the gone eye
at this time, durdng the wint.r when my work up herw is lLampered anyhow, I shall let you
know the verdict when Ifnm through,end of this week or scon after., As I mentioned last
year I have hed almost a constant headache or frontal head vressure for over three years
now, and I shouldn't wonder if the constant eye strain has a lot to do with that. I don't
like to complain and suppose T have all this cowing in one way or another, but + do get
despondent at times. Parish visiting and instructing of course provide welcome eye rest.
Up here tlere is the advantage that I am not tisd to strict schedules; on mornings when
I do not fsel up to 1t. I don't have to meet deadlines gugh as at a parish, agpignment,
I do not feel at all comfortable at being something of an unprofitable sefant for the time
being but try to keep on hoping for better days. It may be another two years before both
eyes are back to good use again: judging from other people who have gone through the same
ord@als. So I would befyou not to consider me for any small hospitql or old folks home
or like assignment, please. In spite of handicaps, this visiting wity people and finding
prospects, and instructing seems to be in itself a tonic: and I am still heping evestally
to be of more use up here,

Going out wnﬂing dally and enjoying this winter wonderland has been a pleasurs, as also
the delightful quiet, and more leisure to do back-log reading I am looking for someone
to read to me in the mornings: maybe that will help too. But with the spells of arctic
weather since Christmas, it seems I Just cannoly pick up wind or endupance. Will see what
the “uluth Ylinic has to say next week. Mayb: my days ar: numbered, bubt I do want to do
all I can in the years that may still be granted me in this all-important work of contacting
in scme way each and every soul in the territory, and doing what I can in the Apostolate,
This personal wontact is the constant much-disfussed refrain in the things I have been rea-
ding. If I can ever be of use to talk to clerics or seminarians on this, and will be up
to it at the time, I would be glad to do so. 4 did so several times in the pzst six years
at the request of Seminary ‘rofessors.

I would like to propose to you taking in various Catechetical Institutes, Conventions,
Liturgical Get-togethers, lcumenicsl workshops and the like during the summer, I have not
got a list of such locales as yet: being much handicapped for reading 1 could always listen.
Those I attended at St. John's when I could in recent years were surely an inspiration. Of
course the summer schedule will verv probably be hcavy here, so I have to consider that too.
I feel 1 have missed out on so much of these tiings in the years that are gone, belng general-
1y tied up. Frovided it is agreeable to the household here-and I am not in the way,—I
would like to remain here for the time heing, even though it's quite isolated in the winter.
These people up here are "my kind of people,” and I have found the non-Catholies most plea-
sant to deal with. I an pleasantly surprised that winter employment is so good!

Well, that's about all for now. I may have a little more to write when I get through at
Duluth next week. I wish you the best of everything in your arduous position, for the

New Year. /
> /*£7.

Respectfully, Fr/ Ytbmar,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNRESOTA
QFFICE OF THR ABBOT

Februsry 17, 1967

Reverend Othmar Hohmesnn, 0,.8,.B.
St. John's Church
Grand Merais, Minnssots 55604

Dear Father Othmer,

Thenk you for your letter of the 15th, for your finencisl stetg-
ment for the past year, end for the check of $500 which you en-
c¢losed as surplus income. Given the fact thet you have not been
receiving a salary since the 7th of July, I am grateful, in the
nave of the commnity and in my own name, for thework which you
have done and for the sacrifices which you have mede and which
enabled you to send this emount for the work of the community,

1 appreciate sleo the full account you have given in your letter
of the work you have been and are doing, and I hops and pray chat
your health will continue to be such thet you will be sble to con-
tinue this work for the welfare of souls, In partécular I hope
that Doctor Fellows will be eble to do something for the eyes. As
you requested, I will not consider you for sny small hospital or
other chaplaincy for the time beimg., In reference to financial
arrangements, I think it best to leave these #s they have been for
the past months; perhaps later some more dafinite arrangement cesn
be made, but for the present I do not think it necessary. We want
to continue to help the missions,

Your letter mentioned attending verious Catechetical Institutes,
Conventions, Ecumenical Workshops, Liturgical Meetings and the like.
I do not want to give » blanket permigsion, but if there is one or
the other of these events which will be particularly helpful to you,
Iwwill gladly give the permission, if the attendence &t the event can
ba fitred into the schedule of work there during the summer,

All here remain quite well, end Father Odilo is gaining astrength
quite rapidly now. He 1a sble to come totable, and slso to parts
ofthe Office, Brother Btephen is suffsring from & torn ligement in
his beck and vecovary is very slow; it heppensd while he wae opening
& gerage door, something he had been doing every day for months --

but smmething happened. Brother Joschim ¢ hipped & bone in his foot
while skiing last Sunday and will be wearing a cast for a few weeka,
We are having snothexr snowstorm todsy, and appavently Februery will be
another record month for precipitation,

With every good wish, and the prayer that God continue to blsss you
and the work you are doing, sspecislly during these dsys of Lent, I
an

Your devoted Abbot,

BD: ja
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Rt. Rev. dear Iather Abbot: ;

According to latest arrang%bnts, I am due for cataract surgery at St.
Hary's Hespital, Juluth Friday merning the7th. I thought it was no more
than proper to let you know. At such a time it is of course some consola~
tion to be remebered among the'fratribus absentibus." L dislike being a
patient in a hospital at any time, and in this case, I must admit I'm just
a little nervous, Surgery will be only on the left eye which has been use-
less for over 3 years now. I shall be in the hospital about a week, I am
told. By that time I should know results and prospecta for restored visionm,
(The right eye seems to be going slowly too.) I knww I am in the community
“ementos.

It has been a comfort tc read the cheery notes frem good Fr. Florian,
telling me not te worry sbout the medical expenses. I am anxious to get
back to this work up here and fondly hope that the convalescence will not
delay ne too long. I apprecite the patience and considerateness of ¥r,
Ignatius ard the Brother teward my handicaps.

I trust this finds all hale and hearty down there,

Respect.fully, g’

7.

Aol /J"""""“-G:-

yaé ey
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
QFFICE OF 'TTHE ABROT

April 7, 1967
Dear Father Othmar,

Thenk you for your lecter of the 5th, which arrived this morning, with

the news thet you would be having catarsct surgery at St. Mary's Hospitsl

in Duluth this morning. By now I presume that the surgery is completed and

1 pray that it has been most successful. I will also post a nose, saking the
apecisl remembrance of the community for & speedy and full recovery, I would
appreciate your writing me, when possible, to let me know the rasults,

This morning Brother John collspsed in the taflor shop about eight o'clock; he
veasanointed and taken to the St. Cloud Hospitsl. A report just before lunch
indicated that he had hed some type of "seizuve," the cause for which was not
known. He will be kept for a few days of observation and tests, but he was
feeling much berter, and so I balifeve there is no cause for immediste concern.
All others remain well, and are joyful again todey in the return of epring after
the snow of yesterday. The lake is sbout half open; if we get & braseze, the
rest should opan within a day or so.

With all good wishes, and the preyer that God bless you and hasten your ve-

covery, 1 am Your devoted Abbot,
BD: 4

OSB HOHMANN_00608




S fo/z’bzk ﬁfmz{

For :awn%%iﬁ
" N Rliiies .~ GRAND  MARAIS | MINNESOTA

W= S e Box 548 55601,

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abhot:

Thark you for your kind letter of the Tth, the day I had cataract surgery. You ask me
to write pou of the results, and ! am very havpy to state, that according te Dr. Slack
who operated, ( a splendid young ophhhdmmlogist at the Duluth Clinie,) "everything looks
fire and pomising.! I am to go down this Friday to have stitches taken care of, 1 suppose,
ard for checking, I will rot be gettirg my corrective lens until about May 15th, and am
of course eagerly awsiting the final effectfae, but am very hopetul and cptimistic, since
the light reactien as I bathe andmedicate the eve mornings, seems very good ind.ed, I shall
surely be thankful to have sight restored to that left eye znd will be able to manage until
the right one deteriorates erougl. to also warrant surgery.

Dr. Fellows, whom I first consulted hes been 1laid up, so { went te the “linic and surely
seemed to get in touch with a splendd man, young anc friendly. The first f.w days were of
course a little . f an ordeal but thev treated me very well at St. Mary's ard after two days
wae up and around. I was disclarged J:st Thursday., I cecn do some readirg but nct too much
at 2 time. L am greatl: enjoyirg « series of tapes of Ilnstilutes and so on whicli Ir, aphraim
was kind evough to send me., 1 have also cortacted other sources of tapes on like topics
with Fr. Fortsiwe at Duluth, the Taulist Fathers etc, ihat g blessing, ard & chamce to get
bozed up om 2 lot of thirgs I have missed.

Daidly wuiing 1s pleasant ard I an resumimg corvert irstructioms ard parochial visiting
today, whem a 2L hour rale has subsided, aed hope im o few weeks to drive erough to take
care of several prospective and irterssted converts dowa at Tucorite Harbor, I thirk ard
hope that general corditior is improving, but it scems a slow ard st times discouraging
procese. Will have to see what the su mer will brirg about, I have just mever beecm able
to recover fully from harpeniegs of 6: years age hut con{ident that botter sight may help
thirgs alorg appreciably, waswhile T would lile to cortirue Just where I am ir tlLe iopes
of beieg of o liltle rove service with time. [lat Volimtas, (even if it should be hardd ng,
of arteries vf some hird,? Vi1l see wiat develops,

Spring is of course & little slower in coring up here, here is still a good bit of snow
up in the forests ard the uplard lakes which are still ice-locked I am told. It #s a ple:sure
to watel: the leapirz brooks and waterfalls ard creels come back to life. From all irdicatioms
the tourist sessom looks very promising ard no doubt we shall be busy ir another montl or so.

I appreclute tlied emertos of the Conmu ity ard am thawkful that things have pome as well
as they did. I trust that this finds 511 well dowm thers.

Gratefully,

hsar 0.5.8,

=t
o]
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GRAND  MARAIS . MINNESOTA
June 6, 1967
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Dear Father Abbot:

I suppose it was hardly the part of courtesy, not to drop in and say hello at 1east)when
I vias dowh the other week. I know you had a long evening at St. Yoe that night with the
Counsellors, anddhad nothing special to see you about. Then tooy my time was limited. I
was overdue for a post-operative checkup with Dr. Smith at St. Paul, and was expecting my
brother in from California, who had not been home for over 20 years, and so on,

Next retreat week will no doubt be a very busy one with second retreat, so I just want to
mention a few things: I understand that Fr. Ignatius has asked to be relieved of Grand
Marais, and also that Br. Paschal will be transferred. I well understand Fr. ‘gnatius’
request, ‘e has worked hard here and certainly made aﬁgfggﬁble contribytion and L believe
has slowed down and is tired after the years here and all the years as-ﬁ%ocurator. lie was
not too well last winter and his hearing is not so good as you well know, and that can be
a handicap!

Now, if I am correct in my assumptions, it may well fie that the next incumbent up here will
not want a "superannuated assistant' like myself around. I can understand that and income
in this mission territory is of course limited. So if that should be the case L have a few
suggestions to offer,(maybe at retreat the next week) as to my future placement. Under pre~
sent handicaps I can hardly take over a parish since it will be just a matter of time before
I have to have cataract surgery on the right eye,(hopefully by the same surgelon at Duluth.)
Dr. 8lack says that "everything looks fine! #fter being practically biind on that eye for
some years it is quite a pleasure to have suché rood light reaction, but I will not get my
corrective lenses until about July 1. !ow the adjustment of vision will work out remains to
be seen, Right now { can read better and at longer periods than last Fall and winter. So it
will all take time. I really think that general condition is improving very slowly, but it
seems to be uphill work. I am sure Dr, "igdon acquainted you last year or so with details of
what seems to be a "neurastheniec condition,"

Now,~~this calling on people up here and interestihg people in convert instructions and giving
those I am doing now,in itself scems bo be a "tonicy as alsorthe country up here. Hest as-
sured I have tried to make good use of my time up here, since there are stacks and stacks of
thingas to he read and ﬂudied which I have had to neglect during past years,--with akl the im-
plementations and changes and fast changkng outlooks of today ete. Not being able to read
for any longer period las been of cfrse a frustration but 1 fry to keep at it, I admift it
can feel at times™ike a blow in the plexus”to find all the fallen-aways and the lax and the
invalid marriages and poorly instructed that have moved in, but "we must carry on." Such
conditions seem characterkstic of terrirories as these, Une always feels better to have visi-
ted a few families eack day and to keep on trying, so as I say,”It's been a tonic. Besides,
it is also pleasant to have time and quiet to read up on all the 2hings, or at least some of
them that must be learned, un-learned and re-learned these days. And as long as I can do so,
I would like to keep up work of this}@nd. With all my limitations, 1 do think that the Lord
has provided me with}dbfi%y to do this "operation doorbell" and what comes from it. Lo me
this "Grassroots" work is fundamental,--personal contact with each and every soul in a terri-
tory, I marvel at Fr, lgnatius memory for details. I must type down each day's findings, or
I soon forget them. At any rate, if it might prove unfeasible for me to stay up here, I may
have a few alternate suggestions next week. I do hope and pray the good Lord will hive me some
good years yet todo this kind of work, in spipe of discouragements at times and little or no
evident results at once. < have never had such a cordial reception frem "operation doorbell"
in my 35 years of such, as I have had up here, and that already ¥ be some kind of Rrace.
Till next week then, My 36th anniversary tomorrow, Where have the years flown to??

Respectfully, %, T,
Fr amar.,
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St Fokn's  Ghurch

iin . GRAND MARAIS , MINNESOTA
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Dear Father Abbot:

I suppose you may be expecting to hear from me. I am busy, of course, trying to finish
up and to bring as far as 1 can, some converts and marriage validations before 1 leave, the
first week in July. Also to complete the census records I was working at since last summer,
with Father Ignatius' avproval. And, with packing up and other odds and ends the days are
full. I am to see Dr. Slack again next week, at which time I fondly hope that he will be
fitting me with a cataract lens, and a stronger lens on the other eye; at which time after
a few days of adjustment I hope to be able to drive with greater ease again,

St. Scholastica at Duluth is again conducting a summer course in C.C.D, work, Theology etc.
Several phases of 1t look especially interesting to me, and are highly recommended by Brother
Paschal. The course runs through Aug. 4. I would surely like to audit as many of the pro-
fitable lectures I can, if possible, I have not made any other arrangements as to summer
Institutes of which I spoke early this Spring, but am still looking around for possible prac-
tical sessions of that kind somewhere in the mid-west. As the Implementations seem to indi-
cate, we older ones have to be ready to replearn, "un-learn" and leann new things, What I
have read thus far has been very interesting, especially regarding the work I have tried to
do up here and of which I shall say more below,

I want to ask you again, most earnestly, that { be left at this kind of work fup here,~-some-
where. Really, it seems to be about the best tonic and medicine for my neural conditioni T
mean, "operation doorbell",(as Bishops Dworschak and Schenk call it,) visitng every single
home and person in a territory, finding out what I can discreetly, and committing all these
findings to typed records and classifieations, and then trying to take care of the "backwash",—
prospective converts, mixed marriape partners, invalid marriages, the lax and poorly instruc-
ted and the like. As L may have said before, this has been on my mind all the years *+ had
to spend in Stearns Co. parishes, and is almost"a compulsion." (And perhaps, one title for a
merciful judgment in the next life!) As I make out an'"abstract" of the findings here for Fr.
Henry to peruse, I am deeply satisfied with the many ¥isits I have made in the past year. I
have never had a more cordial reception anywhere in my 35 years, and the converts I am instruc-
ting now are really a pleasure, I am a firm believer in discreet "follow-up" work in all this.
S0 you see why I would so much be left at this kind of fundamental l"grass roots' type of
work., Since I have great confidence in young Dr. Slack and it will be Just a matter of time
before I will have to have the other eye operated, it might be well to be situated not too
far away from Yuluth. I bave no particular suggestions to offer you in this letter, but hope
to have some within a week or a few days,--something more definite. I trust this meets with
vour satisfaction, I cannot of course think of taking over a parish in my present situation
and would be much more free to do the work mentioned aboveras an asgsistant. I do think that
general health is slowly improving, but not fast enough to suit me! With better vision in
another two weeks I hope to get back to a little daily manual work again, which has always
been a good medicine too, As I have mentioned several times to you, "I don't just know what
has all hit me" these recent years, and just have to reyly on the opinions of Dr. iigdon, and
Dr. Coventry at the Duluth Clinie, and continue doing the best I can day for day., Again,--
this Yoperation doorbell" deal and all associated with it has always been a sort of hobby,
and thus I am confident, 1 can be of good use, somewhere. I had hoped to spend the summer up
here to finish up some of the work I have found, but I understand the situation. So, may I ask
for'a few days of grace for my suggestions, and { shall keep you informed,--especially how
the corrective lenses next week work out, and then too perhaps afl sunmer Institute somewhere
I could take in with profit. I am very glad for his sske that Fr, Tgnatius is being relieved
and can go in for lighter work and responsibilities for some time; he has worked very tiard,
and with lighter work may perk up nicely. Too bad about his failing hearing! I hope this
finds all reasonably well; the Abbot and the conmupity have of course been in the daily Memen-—

tos for many years now.

Respectfully, "~ Fr. Othmar.
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
1201 HUGHITT AVE
SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN, 54880
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
dJuly 11, 1967

The Rt. Rev. Abbot Baldwin Dworschak, 0.S.B.
§t, John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

I am deeply grateful for the kindness you extended to me last

Saturday when I ordained Father Richard Siebenand, M.H.M., to

the priesthood, and I also wish to thank vou very much for the
hospitality that everyone showed me.

If T had had more time I might have remembered to speak to you

about FATHER OTHMAR L. HOHMANN, 0.S.B., of your Abbey. You

very likely have definite plans for Father's future work, and

I would not in any way wish to propose anything that may con-
) flict with your plans regarding him. T am merely writing to

inquire if be would be available to serve for some time in the
Cathedral Parish here in Superior. Father has been in touch
with me and I have known him since the time that he assisted
Father Dabruzzi at Mercer during the summer months. He is very
interested in census work, validation of marriages, the restora-
tion of fallen-aways, and convert instructions. It is these
phases of pastoral work that are being neglected simply because
the pastor and the assistants are required to devote so much of
their time to religious instruction in the grade school and in
the high school and to the CCD program. Monsignor Kress, the
Pastor, would be interested in having Father Othmar come to the
parish and do the kinds of pastoral work in which he is so much
interested and in which he is so effective. My letter is only
an inquiry since you know your own needs better than anyone
else., All T want to say is that Father would be a great help
even on a temporary basis,

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain
Very sincerely in Christ,
Bishop of Superior

GAll:md
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SAINT CLEMENTS CHURCH

2024 W. THIRD ST. DULUTH, MINN. 55806 TEL. 722-4240
July 15, 1967

Dear Father Abbot:

In regard to your telephone call about Uarringt.on N.D. a week ago, I beg you most earnestly
not to consider me for that assignment. As L.indicated at retreat time, "that s just not
for me.” I could think of a dozen reasons for begging off,1each of which would be I think
quite valid. You may remember * got into a situation like this Just ten years ago at Oakes
N.D. T was sent out there with the understanding to take over a vacant parish, but ended up
at Oakes,(which I know two assistants declined) You appZealed to me at the time to help
out Father Ed. McUonald, afflicted with 8 bad heart, and I was ready to help him out, for
old time's sake. I had to take all the Vonfessions, sick calls, and on “undays had to binate
(and sometimes trinate * believe) and take religious Instructions until way after midday.
It seems that when one is tied and "boxed in" at a small hegpital, even going out for a
daily walk or two brings "raised eyebrows" and wondering when one will come back, and "why
one does not stick around 24 hours ete. " Anyhow, I was glad to help out Father Ed. but
was not too happy there and counted the days for release. I was not too welcome about the
rectory I guess, since the man wants to be alone. I had to defray all the expenses of my
car in the service of the parish from a rather meager income. “nyhow, 1 was not contented.
It seemed Father did not express much interest in my parish visiting and taking census,
nor in taking over any converts. I am sure < would not. be happy in that Carrington assign-
ment at all! I am not so handicapped as to be "boxed in" at a small hospital or rest home
yet,~-and look confidently forward toward improving of the handicaps gnd toward restored
good eyesight with another session of eye surgery; very likely this coming winter, 1 think
I made good use of my time at Oakes and caught up on a lot of back-reading, same as I8ve
tried to do the past year at Grand Marais. I don't think there would be much census work
at Carrington, really; no-doubt the pastor, whom ! don't know, has matters in hand pretty
well,

I want to impress upon you again that the work ! tried to do at Grand Marais is to me the
best medieine and tonic for my neural condition! This is what I was trained for during my
first 15 years in Nassau, Hastings, Mandan and some time in Utah, I am sure it produced
gratifying results, I was able to hand to Father ﬁenéry a pretty well complete typed census
with details, and a nice group of prospective converts to finish. In spite of bad days and
eye surgery and strenuous walking during the winter, 1 was very happy and contented the
past year at Grand Marais, believe me. Not being able to drive for part of the winter much
was of course an obstacle, There may be a spell this winter when I will not be able to
drive this winter with recuperation from ancther eye surgery. Dr, $1ack 49 trying to plan
things so that I shall have one good eye before the other one goes kaput and is ready for
surgery., I was much disappointed a week ago when he did not give me my corrective lenses,
but can't argue with a specialist. he says "I'm just not ready yet, and it takes time for
tissues and muscles to readjust themselves,'so that's that., I shall be seeing him again be-
fore too long, I have a lot of confidence in Dr. Slack, and would like to stay with him
to finish the job,

Father Yrior has asked me to take over Floodwood, about 40 miles Jst of here, until the
end of August. I don't know whether { can stand up to trinating, but will surely give it a
trial. 4 am certain the past year at Crand Marais, trying to visit everybody and rounding
up prospective converts and invalid marriages has helped me to feel a good deal better, I
feel with this kind of work one is really down to the "grass_roots" of the Apostolate, and
I love it. *ad I kept statistics through the years, I think L 4ould show that it really
pays off eventually! Always. "Grace works if we work," in this fundamental phase of the
Apostolate. So many things + have read the past year bear that out. No, it is not entirely
a "path of roses! and some days a little arduous for an older man. Codd Fr. Howan of St.
Helena's ™inneapobis and Fr, Bonaventure of the Bahamas and others have becn my indplration

through the years. C‘fpl‘l’d;)7'_'l/l_’/,/>7[/(b k)
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SAINT CLEMENTS CHURCH

2024 W. THIRD ST. DULUTH, MINN. 55806 TEL, 722-4240

You may recall you approved my taking in =meveral Summer institutes if possible, I am
at present attending the morning sessions at St. Scholasttica and find it really stimula-
ting and inspiring to obgerve and listen to those zealous and dedicated younger souls pre-
senting a lot of things ™ should know, but have surely missed out on in recent years! It
is delightfully cool up there, which makes sitting for almost four hours easier. As you
know I am staying at St. Ylement's for the time being,~fhoping that I am not a burden or
annoyance to the pastor,) I shall have to look into the summer residence idea at Flood-
wood which Fr. “rior mentioned. 'he_swimer session at St. Scholastica's lasts until Aug. 4
I have not been able to take in any Institutes in this section 6 the country thus far, due
to retreats, Urand “‘arais commitments with converts and the like, but am much irtlerested
in Detroit, a Pastoral Intstitute at Sacred leart Peminary, Aug. 28 to 31. There is one
or lwo others, such as an Institute at St. Vincent s Aur, 7-11, +tie Liturgical Week at
Kansas Cily, Aug. 21-24 and one at the Vnivesity of Yetroit July 24-Aug. 4. Meanwhile I
am finding the sessions al the Villa here interesting and prolitable and somewhat "like
a breath of fresh air." The Vouncil Implgnientations, from what, 4 have read, mention apain
and again that we "old codgers" should be repdy to re-learn {and un-learn) and pet boned
up-to-date, and the like. Fr. Fonlabne aske, me to give an impromptu falk of "“Pperation
Doorbell" last Thursday and to talk again next “onday on various phases of parish census
procedcht I have mentioned before that this "grass roots" work of pepsonal contact and
withY¥oles therefrom is with me almost a "compulsion," and really a nerve tohic." I
 took 4 years at Yew funich, three at Cold Spring and five at St. Yoe under obedience and
dug in”trying to meet with the "ishop's and your directives, but always felt * should be
out at the work repeatedly mentioned to you. Desk work and aministration at St, Yoe became
impossible of course, as you know. I can read a little beltter now at 9 in, distance and am
contacting a number of tape recordings of ‘nstitute lectures over_tlhie country, so 1 shall
manage at getting "boned up" in so many things, mentdoned in the implimentations, With this
"grass roots" work i may be good for a number of years yet, God willing.

I have never asked for a place in my career; L was of course disappointed at not getting
a chance at, Holy Name or Yarnesville some years ago, but realize an Abbot or Bishop can't
please everyone, I do beg you this time to count me out on Carrington, and Just wait for
a few weeks, as you suggested at retreat time. Frankly,--I do not think thatjﬁishop Leo
is as short of men as our neighbors, Superior and “uluth dioceses, especially Superior. I
was very happy and contented during the year L spent with Fr, Dabruzzi in the Mercer and
Boulder Junctlon Missions. He seemed quite eager to have me again in growing Washburn but
the next day after he visited me, was tranferred to Rice Lake Wis, with two assistants,
What alittle man! The status of being pastor does not interest me too much when it hampers
"grass roots" work, and right now with handicaps could not very well take over o parish,
1t hurts a little to pick up snide remarks from confreres now and then, about '"not lasting
long anywhere”and the like,” Yhen Fr. Brennan came with me two years ago, he was told that
"that Ythmar guy is impossible!" I cannot help for the things that have "hit me" of late
years: wish I could., I think I have done pretty well through it all. Six years ago 1 had
one Sunday off with major surgery, and right after had to take over St. Yos, I do want to
keep going at work that counts. 1f we lose our commen people in the parishes and missions
I wonder at times about all the higher education, really, I am convinced that working the
C.C.D. program to the hilt in all its phases will same the day. I am very confident that
St. Joe will find that a solution of its problems.

Well, this has gotten too long again, I feel confident that something suitable will turn
up during the summer, so kindly bear with me for the time being. All through the years I
have tried to rely on the merit of "blind obedience," as my 15 years in Stearns Co. will
vouch for, I#m sure. I trust all is well down there. 5

Respeet.fully, 'f. Othmar.
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBRY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNE®OTA
OPFFICR OF THN ABBOT

Yoot Neverand Lrevge A, 1o 0w, Dt
Dlacsre ol JSuseglor
1200 Bussicn Avenbse

Sepes oy Wigronsg in 54880
;o8 c Reverend nnd de'r Lishop,

Wwe werc Lmppy that you could b2 with us lor the ordinecéon of
Rather lchary Slebe:rnd to che prienthood on July B, and | ruow
how much the femily appraciaced =hie,

I woulc be beppy to permit Father Ot'sx.r Holmana, ¢.8.7., :te

woric Jor some time a¢ the Cochddrs:1l Parish {n Buperior, (n accord
vith your lerter of the 1llth of July, {F IL w:re po aible for mz

to d¢ a0, At the prescnt time Fathar is 1o Duluth, and the Prior
bus ,iven him an sas.;nacac at Floodi 2!, at les.t for the weaicnds.
I d28 eall Puther Otinix this moraing to ogcertatn jusz whun he would
¢ zcady to ieke & more or le.s definite appoin.i. at. e told .«
that be ir 2ot ready co do so yet, and chat tiis will depend unig
the resulie of the cym operit.onm wbich ba vl earlier this yesr, aud
«t la uncev-ain whea thes. tesuit. «ill be my:n fully,

.L the @oukcl, therefora, i1 csanot pleu for a1 definfre 408 | grument
for vetler, +ad 1 @a ovry that 1 cennot "s:ure you that he would b.
.vallable to sourk ¢t the Cachwiral parlfch {p Bupcrior, 1 will 'uce
to walt to ce: bow he feels ister Lo the sumwmr. Pecbap: vc will Lace

ue @ble tu b: of belp om & tcmporary bLasls,

Fhib wotimens. of dincore eprovs @nd evevy good wish, I aw

incaraly vnd recpectiully,

Abbor
B de
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
1201 HUGHITT AVE.

SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN, 54880
CHANCERY OFFICE

July 26, 1967

The Right Reverend Baldwin Dworschak, O.S.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota

Re: Father Othmar Hohmann
Dear Abbot Baldwin:

Bishop Hammes received your letter of July 18 in which
vou replied to his inquiry concerning Father Othmar Hoh-
mann, O.S.B. The Bishop asked me to reply in his be-
half.

Bishop Hammes understands that at the present time

you cannot plan for any indefinite assignment of Father
Othmar, If, however, in the future you would feel that
you are able to give him an assignment to the Cathedral
Parish in Superior, Monsignor Kress will be happy to ac-
cept him.

With kindest greetings from Bishop Hammes, and wishing
you God's blessings, I remain

Sincerely in Christ,

/7 )

lﬁ.u. '{i'*/«w,w.;{ b ohypac)
Rev. Raymond L. Schoone

Chancellor
RLS:{q
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNES OTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT August 31, 1967

Dear Pather Othmar,

1 appreciated your writing the letter of Last weask
letting me know of the situation at Grand Rapids and of the desire of
Monsignor Hogan to have you stay on into Septanmber. 1 have let Father
Prior read your lerrer and asked him to determine where you should go whan
you are frea of your work rhera,

It was good tou know that you have been effective in what you have done
in the parieh thus far, Magr. Hogan has not yet written to me or to Pr,
Prior about his desire to have you stay on for a longer period of time
than to replace one of hie assistants; parhaygs he will write when he
knows more about the future situation.

Fr., Columban asked to be relievad of Stillwater, and I am in a quandry
how to replace him; it seems that he is not fealing up to handling that
parish any longer.

Fr. 0dilo is very 111 at the §t, Cloud Hospital; please remeamber him
in your prayers and Masees,

Devotedly yours,

1 leave for Rome on Septembar 15th.
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Church of St. Joseph, Box 218
Grand Rapids Minn.
T roy
Dear Father Abbot:

Well, I have spent a very pleasant and satisfying month in residence here. The good pas-
tor put me to work at once taking census, It has been most gratifying, and as ususl dug up
a lot of work to do with prospective converts, invalid merriages and the lax and fallen-
away. Father Prior asked me to help here until Sept. 3 inclusive, lisgr, tHogan has asked
that 1 try to stay through into September;(he may possibly have contacted you to that effect.)
Father Azzo of Cass Lake is being buried today: so Cass lLake is empty too. I have heard
that Fr#Brennan over in Ireland for the summer has had 8 bad fall and leg injury; thus far
no further pariculars. He has multiple sclerosis, d I gather might not be back for some
time. Another odder assistant here has occasional trouble with the battle it seems, and so
bonsignor remarked the other day that he did not know just how many assistants he could
bank on for the coming year, and hinted about my remaining indefinitely since he is much
interested in my dally census work and the evident results. I told him of course that the
matter would have to be submitted to your consideration and he may have done sC by now,
Anyhow, I am very contented here in this_fine place, and would be much interested in keeping
on with this "grass roots" work:same as I tried to do up in Grand Marais, with very grati-
fying reception and results. I have been blnating on Sundays and hope 1 can carry my share,
Being free from the burden of a pastor's responsibllity helps a lot.

I am trying to get used to my cataract lens, some each day but it is a patience-trying
chore. As the doctor said: "I have to learn to see all over again.' There is some improvement
but it is an ordeal. I regret that the general condition has not improved too much. All the
drugs given me have not helped it seems beyond occasional sedation and constant pain-killers
when necessary. I have found a fine young chiropractor over in the next block who gives me
a prilonged treatment of neck massage and for the head and manipulation. I do believe there
is some improvement. is charges are very reasonable. He thinks that when the visbn is once
more comfortable together with continued treatments I may look for improvement. Let's hope,
He suggests that I see a good neuroligist this Fall as soon as I can for checkup and consul-
tation. At any rate these treatments can do no harm and would seema better bet tlan the
constant taking of drugs! I will just have to try to go along from day to day and hoep for
the hest. On off days here 1 can rest fa a few hours when indisposed and that helps to keep
on, This work here of census and eventually taldng care of what comes from it is, I am sure
a good tonic, and if it could be arranged, I would like to stay here indefinitely. Mldsigner
is surely a fine pastor and a conscientious priest in this large 900 family parish with the
mission orf Warba attached. #4s I mentioned above,Mspgr. has asked whether I codd stay until
"into September" and has hinted that circumstances wmwkt wmight require his asking you for
longer help. I presume he is waiting for word from Fr, Brennan and waiting to see what may
transpire with one of the other assistants,

I feel I've put in a gooﬁ profitable summer, &8 also a good profitable year at Grand Har-
ais. I was not able to take in any propossd summer Ilnstitutes since myv help was required
here., I did attend the morning lectures at St. Scholastica during July and it was really
edifying and inspiring and I think worth while. I intend to get tape recordings of some of
the summer Institutes to profit by. I am to see Dr. Slack agaln Sept, 25th. He thinks that
the right eye might be ready for sugery some time this winter, but of course cannct tell
definitely. Meanwhile + enjoy the work here very much indeed rrot:stants have been just as
nice and cordial as up in “rand Marais. Well, you can let me know what you think of the
matter, at your convenience. In my condition, keeping busy is a whole &t better than "play-
ing the invalid" I'm sure. Every day I meet some handicapped person and come home feeling
better,=and thankful, “lshall remain here next week until I hgar from you, I appreciate
your patience and consideration. y

Respectfully, C, /'(ﬂ.
Fr7Z Othmar,
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Beptember 7, 1967
Dear Father Othmar,

Thank you for your letter of Septembar Sth, Yestorday I went to
Stillwater and assked Fr, Columban what he would like to do if he
did give up the parish, and he told ms he would like to return to
8t, John's for eome time. I then called Pr. James at St. Joseph's
parish, Minneapolis, and offered him the parish at Stillvater. He
accepted, and that 12 the arrangement at present. 1 do not know
1f you would want to repsat your request now that you know of the
change of pastors. I am asking Fr. Xavier to g0 to Bt. Joseph's
to replace Fr, Jeauss.

Fr. Prior left on Sunday for Conrad, Montans, to visit Msgr., Matt
Whbar, a fellow novice of yours and his. Pr. Prior will return on
Sunday, Septemimr 10th,

Fr, 0dilo had another slight stroke and this further incapacitated
him and curtailed his movemsnts. Pleass continue to remamber him

Devotadly yours,
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Ve were to get a superannuated assigant like myself?? For me to suggest my taking over the
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Box 218. Grand Rapids Minn.
55TL4

Dear Father Abbot:

In answer to your letter of last Thursday's date: I am indeed surprised to hear about
Father Columban's wanting to be relieved of Still water. In the several visits I have had
with him, he seemed so satisfid and content down there, but of course #§%ith myself,
the years are creeping up on him too. I can understand how you are in a quandary at this
time of the year! Msgr. Hogan had to leave for a few days on account of a temminal illness
and very probably decease of a remlative; he has not returned as yet, As 1 mentioned in my
letter of last week, Cass Lake is open. The Bishop has asked for a coadjutor, and I am told
is hard put to fill all vacancies, Several older men are resigning. Monsignor said nothing
further in the Mrry of sudden leaving, but indicated some days hefore t)at” he dos not know
Just how much dependable help he will have for the woming yeurf I suspect that at least one
of his present assistants may be leaving, etc.

Meanwhile, I am out every day at the census work mentioned. I have called on about 300
households durbg August, and it surely has dug up plenty of prospects and marriages to vali-
date and sundry other "backwash." While I get very tired I find the work very interesting
and most fulfilling, and would surely not mind remaining here, "for the time being." It is
a flne community to all appearances and the reception from all continues very cordial.
Very probably Msgr. Mogan will have something to say shortly after he returns,

While I am very contented up herse, on my mind is the fact that you are in a guandary as to
Stillwater,{and no doubt about a host of other matters.) I gathered the impression that
there are vexing problems at Stillwater too, with an old national parish, peonle moving out
to the suburbs, old buildings etc. etc. I understand that the Crancery has not determined
the future status of the parishj whether to abolish it and start a new one in the outskirts
where people are settling, or what.

fgyNow, would you consider this,(put merely tenta#ﬂ%dy:) Could Father Collumban carry on if

fparish would not be realistic, nor quite fair to the parish under my present ckrcumstances,

")
_9'
{W; ¥Too many days I am just not much good for much,and must rest a half day here and there,es-
ecially when the headaches and vertigo get too bad., It has becen very nelpful that at Grand
{ P
PaL

arais and here I can just rest for a half day here and there when work becomes too dktressing.
I am 8till hoping for eventual improvement but do become a 1little discouraged and despondent
at times, I cannot of course expect good monocular vision until the other eye is taken care
of . The doctor has expressed good hopes that much of the nervous strain may be improved
then. Just when is hard to guess,

Wnile 1 am enjoying my stay here, I cannot feel entirely indifferent about the added pro-
blem at Stillilater, so I wond.r whether Father could make a go of it with my help. We have
always been good friends,(exchapring goodénatured mutual insults for years.) However it may
ke quite some time before I 8% assume the responsibllity and problems of such a parish. If
there is much census work to be done down there and taking care of the "backwash" of same,
suchhs instruction of converts and poorly instructed, I would surely be happy in that. At
any rate would you think it over, and if still in a bind, let me know,~much as I would like
to stay up here. Msgr, is surely a fine pastor in every way, and a good Johnnie.

For many years there has been a daily memento in the dyptychs for all sick conleeees and
for the Superiors. 1 can understand gomewhat what a constant arduous and wearing job must be
yours&. Would that I were able and in condition to assume Stillwater, at least for the time
being. I shall write again just as soon as I get to talk with Monsignor on his return. Rest

assured of my poor prayers for your welfare.
Respectfully, 4
L2
)

Fr¥, Othmar,
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St. Joseph's Church, Box 218
Grand Rapids Minn, 55744
Sept. 9, 1967

Dear Father Abbot:

In brief answer to your letter of the 7thI had of course figured and hoped that to be
asslstant with Father Columban at Stillwater would help him out and provide me with the
kind of work I can do (and do think I have ability for it ;) namely parochial visiting,
census work and what comes from it,--convert instructions, validations and suen like. I
was confident I could get along very well with Fr. Columban. I doubt very much whether
Fr. James would care to have me around, and do not know whether 4+ could feel welcowe and
accepted, _

Stillwater has appealed to me as being a nice place, though I know very little sbout it
and its growing problems., Perhaps they got to be too much for Fr. Uolumbani I recall he
had ma jor spine surgery some years ago. I don't know how a former mueical maestro will
adapt himself to the grind of being a pastor but surely wish him success., It was with a
rather heavy heart that I could not offer myself to take over the parish at least on a
temporary basis, but to do so would not have heen guite honest nor realistic I think. As
Tve mentioned before, I xkaxk cannot hope to have good relaxed vision until the other eye
cataract is removed and 1 have gone through a period of adjustment to learning to see anew,
I do not know whether the other handicaps will eventually improve or not., With & constant
eye strain all day I cannct expect too much., Under normal conditions ! think I would
have loved to go to Stillwater. I think you will agree that heing alone there wold have
made it quite inconvenient to get help on “undays when‘Eould not well function, and I will
very prcocbably be rather out of commission for scme weeks this winter with impending eye
surgery and convalescence. Much as I would have liked Stillwater, I am sure you will agree
with my looking at the matter realistically.

However, if you think that Fr. James might care to have me there to help and especially
to take care of the kind of work mentioned above, and could put up with a sunerannuated
assistant, the matter wold still be open with me. I shall try to drop in the middle of this
wcek and you can let me know your reaction. I should go down to St. Paul for a post-operative
rectal checkup with good Dr. Smith, ILverything is 0.K. and comfortable but he mentioned
that { might come in scme time this Fall. I am enjoging this country and setup here so
much and the daily‘ogeration doorbell that + just don't want to leave even for a day.

Msgr. Hogan has been burdened with additional tasks with tk dedease of tle Cass Lake pas-
tor and other matteﬂg,angﬁaeems still uncertain as to how much help he can count on for
this next year. irerinan is to return the end of this week but no one seems to know
abuut h$s condition’vmultiple sclerosis,) Msgr. may have contacted St. John's by now.

I don't know where the idea originated that I have been sort of loafing the past year.
I honestly think I have made very good use of the time; I've done all the solid reading
that circumstances allowed and feel very satisfied with the '"grass roots'" scouting I have
tried to do. The reception here continues most cordial and satisfying; every day I find
some clues. I am rather impressed at the friendly attitude of those who have slirped or
fallen away from the Church,~-or even joined cther churches. I would say,-~rather a touch-
ing humility, It is such work that keeps me going and my spirits up, and sincerely,-- one
can often feel the spirlt of God working with such calls. About the only recreation I have
taken the past year has been such visiting. Along the charming South shore of Lake l'okegama’.
where there are many families,it really is a pleasure these beautiful Fall days. Well I do
hope I can keep up work like this for some years yet., If I am no longer neceded here at Gr.
Rapids, nor canbe of use at Stillwater, I may have a few more sug:egtions for you to con-
sider before you leave for Rome. I May see you this week. -~ (67

7 e

Respectfully, Fr, Othmar.
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SAINTJOHNE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNES OTA
OFFICE OF 'TTHE ABBROT Octobar 31. 1967

Dear Father Othmar,

When I got your letter thias morning I decided to call Fr.
Julius and to talk to him rather than write., 1 asked him to conaider letting
you assist him with a Mass on Sunday, with confessions, and with census work,
if he thought this necessary, and to let you relieve him by taking the door
now and then during the week. He told me that he would prefer not to make
this arrangement, and the only reason he gave is that he fears you are not
wall enough and that this worries him, especially on such days when your aya-
sight 1s giving you more than normal trouble, I did not think I should press
him to chenge his mind. He would prafer to take care of the work alone, unless
one of the Fathers at the Hospital or Fr. Roland can give him help on Sunday
with a third Mass.

Under the circumstancas, the only thing that I can recommend ia that you ar-
renge to come here to the abbey in the méantime, and with the hllp of Frs. Prior
and Roger, a datisfactory arrangement for future work can be found, I am sure.

I thought you would want to kvow quite frenkly what Fr. Julius said, and Y
hops that you will not feel any resentment towarda him becanse he prafers to
go it alone. I am sure there is nothing personal in all this, and I hope
you will feel quite heppy to lbe here at the Abbay for as long «s it may be
NECE@8IATY; Yyou are most welcoma'

Devotadly yours,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT December 4, 1967
Dear Father Othmar,

After talking with Father Prior about your present gituation, I have decided to
ask you to coms to St, John's this waek to take up residence here and to make this
your headquarters until some definite assipnment can be made,

It isn't necesssry for ma in this letter to explain the reasons why I am asking
this of you, but when you are here I will be glad to do so, you wmay be sure, Suffice
to say that you are most welcome here and I hope that the time you will be at the -
abbey will give you an opportunity to confer with Fathey Prior, Father Roger and
myself as to your future work. When it 1s necessary for you to see your doctor
we will take care that you are given the transportation necessary.

Please call me when you want the Brothers to come with the truck to help you

AN move your belongings and to assist you to drive your car to St. John's. The
AX/ roads are good right now, after a brief puried of icy roads, and there 1s no
snow to contend with right now.
With kindest personal wishea,
Devotedly yours,

Copy: Father Julius
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Dear Father Abbot: St f oemm ¥

Sorry we could not get together more in detail last Friday and Saturday, but I know
you were stressed for time. Since then I have been thinking the situation over and do
feel that the best thing might be just to remain here at St. Clement's—for the time being.
It was mentioned that week-end help might be provided for Fr. Yulius from St. John's?

It would seem to me cheaper for him and easier to have someone in residence for the time
being, As far as I am concerned I would be willing to help him in any way 1 could for
Just board and room (in this big house.) I was without salary for a year in Grand ™arais
and managed to get by, Right now + think that Fr., Julius may be one of the best men you
have, in his"best years. and it miglt be good for his morale to have someozie with him. I
feel he Iinds being alone in this big place evenings and week—onds a little hard to get
used to. ‘e would like to get out for some air and a hike occasionally byt feels very con-
scentious about staying close to the house. 1 know he was quite taken aback when he was
told here that he waw taking over "a &ying parish." (T'm not so sure that this place will
be phased out so soon.) ‘he coning co-adjutor bishop may have some different ideas about
this too, for all we know.

When talking with Bishop Schenk on another matter last Spring, he mentioned,(maybe off
the cuff) that''he would like to have someone Jjust canvass and comb crissways and crossways
the St, Clement's area to find out Just who and what all lives there? Such work I like very
much and have had quite a few years at 1t whenever I could do it,--and the past year and
3 months at Grand Marais and Grand Rapids until a week ago was certainly most consoling
and encouraging and the reception most cordial, As { have told you hefore,that kind of
work scems to be a tonie for me,even though one gets quite tired after months of it, at é
or 7 days a week. In the confusing and turbulent and uncertain times we have come in, I
wonder whether we should npt work this personal contact angle all out. At least the records
I left with Fr. “enry and 'sgr. Hogan would seem to bear that out, T would be very willing
to make a complete surbey of the territory here. “lo me this kind of work and trying to
work at the "backwash" seems to be a great help in my distressing nervous condition etc.
Fr. Julius would like to have three Masses again on Sunday and feels that might up the Sun-
day income somewhat.

Thank you for expressing interest in my being contented. Frankly I do not feel that com-
ing back to the Abbey would work out.(I've been away now 35 years.) Things have changed
so much.l feel I can do a good stint of parish work on most days, especially the phases
that to me seem to important at this time. I do not think I would feel happy at that pro-
posed situation with the Presentation “isters in Fargo. The Sisters might not like a man
sent there who is handicapped for the time being and who on some mornings occasionally

\might not be able to say Mass, I have had little or no experience in that kind of work.
I do not think that it would work out satsifactorily.

If I can stay at this kind of work I have been doing the past 15 months, and with hoped
for better vislion in a year or so, I hope, God willing, to be good for some years to come
yvet. I feel I have made very good use of the time in this period, 1y is important that
we older men do plenty of readng and study to make up for what we've missed in the busy
vears of administration and pel honed up on all the changes and renewal,--cspecially as
they apply to thefgrass roots, the common people of a parish or mission! I tad a nice
visit with Fr, Yhilibert last Sunday when visiting good Fr. Ambrose at Wayzata. Fr. Phili-
bert also bemoaned the fact that he just could not get enough census and contact work done.
I'm sure your good self wishes many a time too you could shake off the endless burdens of
adminstration., Anyhow, I feel Fr. Julius is a good man worth saving a little at this time,

You mentloned coming down to the Abbey for a visit; maybe we can settle some things by
letter. I am due at the Clinic Thursday ard very prebably Friday: there is no special rea-
son for coming down except for dropring at the Abbey. I have all my effeets stored here
for the time bking, I can also help out Fr. “ulius this week a little with the holyday.

I don t know of course how Fr. Julius would feel about havine an older man around: I'm sure

I would not be troublesome. You did not have ti occasion last Saturday to get his sen-
timents on that. lie has thrown out a few hintsf~Ah@ther serious or humorously I don't know.
And for all I know, it might help his ego to he able to go it alene here. I do think it

would help his morale to have someons around,--at least for the time being. I do not know
exactly how much of these expositi arrangements you have delegated to Fr, Yrior or Fr. Roger.
Rest assured that I have trikd to make good use of the time the past year or so., (Over please)
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I had writtep to Fr, Prior on some of these poirts last week. May write again in a few
days . Must r'y to get this off, "Kommt Zeit, kommt HRath." I want to keep busy and useful
as best I can. "hen one sits around and thlnks too much of any handicaps, he's through!

I hope I have not been speaking out of turn in any of the above. MNore later. I hope
ard pray that all is well with you.

Respectfully, A/
' 7, Ythmar.
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Saint Leo Abbey
Saint Leo, Florida ppri1 9, 1968

Dear Father Abbot:

- Under date of #nrch 26 I wrote to Fr. frior about the shortyhsnded situa-
tion with our good friend ™Msgr. Hbgan at Grand Rapids.,ﬁg has lost two of

h’s men and the one left is Fr. R, Brernan afflicted with progressive mul-
tiole sclerosis. Not knowing whether you would be home, + askdd Father

*rior to communicate with you the contents of my letter if he wished. Know-
1ng how busy you all are at this time I am not of course surprised at no
answer.

Mg pAane are to lesave here right after Easter snd come home. The tourist
sesson 15 tamering off and at Zephyr Hills,where I have bheen helplng mostly,
one Macrs will be diseontinued so 1t 1s 0.X., with Abbot Marion for me to lesve.
T am coming vla traln of course because of baggage and it 1s quite cheep
thet way, end 1 find it most relaxing, (being an 0ld railroader myself.)

I ask you most earnestly to let me go back without delay @tlesst for the
time being, iIf you can, to Grand Rapids. I e¢nuld be of good help there,
knowing the nlace and Mosgr. knowing me and being very understending and
considerate toward my handicaps end occasional bsd mornings when I ¢ annot
do much but must rest a 1ittle with medication. I know he would very much
like to have me, derending of course on O.K, from St. John's, I put in 7
days a week generally last summer snd Fall and really found that about the
fiinest mission fl1eld T have ever worked in and most rewarding from all
angles. I could Just take off from where I left off last Fgll since L left
detalled records. Msgr. is one man who really appreclstes this sort of
"grass roots" work. ‘e is a fine priest and a fine St. John's alumnus and
T think remunersted me fairly Jast summer and Fell. As I have mentioned

Jbpeforg 1 £1nd this "gross roots " work and 811 1t entails to be the best
tonice for whatever ails me, tiring thrugh 1t can be at times. T am awere
of course that oup own pastors may not want me around, so I would bs very
happy to farm out”to such a fine fleld as Grend Rapids where I am somwwhat
acauelnted now.

I have much enjoyed the work down here. I have been appalled though at
the great need of intensive C.C,D. work in such places as Zephyr Hills and
a few others. The reception has been very finep I only wish that I would
have been given more scope to do dally census work.(It may be that Abbot
Marion was concerned sbout my henlth?g I think T have mede good use of the
time; chieflv In wide reading toward more effective work in "grass roots"
work ecumenism and the like. (Hans Kung speeks here todsy.) I can read
qulte well with the opereted eye and driving 18 improving too., # pleasure
to drive over the secondary roads in this charming hill country of Florida
to any of the St. jeo Missions. If I may go back to Grand Rapids for the
time being I do hope I can take my ca8r along. I cannot walk the distances
eny more 4 used to, and { shsll surely be needing it up there!

\ V.

It may be that part or s good deal of my troubles mey be'psychomatic in
nature; I wish I knew and where to take hold of 1t; but I em sure thet the
work I have tried to do the past two years in Grand "arajs esnd Grand Rapids
is the best tonie, and I have bean very happy and contented at 1t, belisve me,
This 1iving at snother Abbey for three months does make one appreciate more
than one matter we have at St. John's! I am amaged at the number of older
brothers that have joined who have crme with many skills and training, Each
?ne seems to be a character! ew they could bulld up a college of thfs slze
'n a deceds or so surprises me.

I may need a few deys on arrival for a
and a Few others but &111 report &s sgonm K Bhggégﬁlegge E%A.Dr' Fhares

(Over please
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By the way 1 hope you will be patient that I have not submitted my
personal statement for 196P. I was wesiting for two nice donations which
have not come through yet and got busy end you know how I procrsstinate.
There will be nothing to turn in since I have not been on salary. What
Msgr. Hopan gave me has been kept for emeg@encieS)%travel and surdry
medical and other expenses. I shal 1l submit” the statement very soon. No
velid excuse for the delay. By the way, there 18 a young chlropractor at
Grand Rapids right neer the rectory who seems to have helped me a lot last
gumrer In treating the neck, which seems to be the cause of other troubles.
He took the condition on as a chal]que and really = eemed to benefit things.

I do hove that you will consider favorably my pr0fosa1 to go to Grand
Ranids without delay, at least for the time being. in that way I would not
have to bresk Into e ndw sltustion elther. I hope this finds g1]1 well.
The weather here hss become warm, in the mid or high 80's during the day
but the evenings are codl and sleep 1s st11) nleasant. Qulte humid some
days of course,

A heppv and blessed faster to your and Community!

Respectfully, f;ZT1;7
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Chucch of St. doseph, Box 218
Grand Lapids Minm. 55744

Dear Ather Abbot:

¥ell T have put in almost eignt months here, practicaily seven days week, but am
very contented and fulfilled at this "grass roots" rissionary work and helving cut
wherever I can. Living conditions are very pleas:nt and tie reception {me the many
people I hiave called on has been most cordial. bealthwise there is much tobe desired
some dars but I keen on going, and find tie work really a tonic., Before the end of
winter I should have a pretty fair census-survey of tie entire territory,--a good por-
tion of the &,E, correr of ltasca Co., inchuding the city of Grand dawi.s wherc 1 am
working now, Msgr. ogan seemns very appreciative of the work, ard I do think he is
worth while making extrs cfforts for.

Thereis o fine interrist and heart man here, a prominent member of the parish, who
repcatedly has firmly ordered me to a varmer climate for the winter, to work there
untll the middle of nert April. BUT, I honestly would feel not right and uneasy
about doing tliat since lelp here is short with all that is to be done. Furthermore
Fr. Brennan one of ‘he assistants Lere is deteriorating with his multiple sclerosis
and one wonders how and whether Ie will hold out, I have become so involved in this
rdarding work that I dislkke leaving it for any lenglh of time., MHowever I would like
to suggest a compromise:

Yould you allow me to take off some weels right after Christmas, and tr:us get out of
some of tne cold weatlier in the good hopes of escaring pneumonia this winter? It is
very satisfactory to tsgr. logan; in fact he is encouraging it, so I will bhe [resh and
rested up when He plans to take off a little time in February, (I exnenses for the trip
are pretty well paid for.) I feel confident you will not take the request as unreasor-
able, I have becowe a little tired after 8 months here of daily census and follow-up
work and I must admit temnted to bzcome a little depressed at all the laxity and fallen-
sawars and bad marriapes, ctc. etc. that one digs up. I [fcel confidert ahiat a Tow wecks
of rest will be worth while. T shall be taking along enough raper work to keep busy,

" dislike to think of being 69 b~ next month, but do ~ant to keep going all I can as
long as I can. So much to be donel Yuring the winter I want to write on "vperation Loor-
bell" and sarne of its ramifications. Megr. suggests my remaining inside during tlie colder
weather w»vd work on the survey and converts ete., T intend to do so, ULhen priests are so
shiort in number,(and not one single man on reserve in this diocese,) I feel much more
satisfied if T can help out where T can,--and I repeat I am verv contented witl. this
work, whicl. T consider so necesssry Lhese dnys when we may lose toc many to the Church.
Tt would be nice to spend tle winter in Florida again, wuere tnere is also end] essly
muck to be dore in my field but I would rather take a chance on the winter here. Living
conditdns are very pleasant and comfortable, and I think the remuneration will be fair.

T have been blessed in finding Dr. Coy here and also Dr. Ronner the optoaluolegist
whom Ur. Moenig recommended. Also a chiropractor in the next block who seems to be helr—
ing the injured neck. Dr. Borner suggests that L think of the otler eve surgery by
Snring and is confident T will have good vision shortly after. ie is alsc a [ine
Catholic and liere my medical attention will be much cheaper, I'w sure,

The prospect of "retiring" is not for me just yet, and T am stiil hoping for better
days ahesd. For the present I am very satisfied tobe just a "superanmuated assistant”
with time and oworturity to do this "yeoman work," T do think tlat a few wecks off
in January would be much worth while. From tie locks of things next sunmer will be again
very busy. Some of the work I cannot well landle durdng cold weatlier, ksgr., Is all ready
to start building on the new ciurcl with rext April.

tistirg you and the Commurnity a wost blessed and happy Christmesiide und good ricalthl
oY /‘

Respectiully, (%’L &
¥r, GAlhmar L.5.B.
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Church of St. Joseph Box 218
Grand Rapids Minn. 55744

Dear Father Abbot:

It's about time * submit my personal statement for 1968, enclosed. I wtayed in Florida
only a little over two weeks, I felt that I wae much mare needed up here than down there
and became restless after filling in for 10 days at Zephyrhills. I have become so involved
in this work here that I was glad to get back. The diocese has lost another man with Fr.
Jos. Ryan incapacitated totally with multiple strokes, There 1s not one single priest on
reserve in the diocese.

Retreat time will again be the time to think of appointments 1 suppose, I would strongly
suggest that I remain here indefinitely, continuing in the work I am doing. I feel very con-
tented and fulfilled with this type or work and only wish every day I had morel of the energy
and endurance of former years! Healthwise there is not much improvement except in vision,
and a goodly number of days are rough but I xeep on trying to do the best I can. I think
the pastor is satisfied, and if he is I would just as soon remain here. “e is one of the
best men in the diocese I think and is worth working for, I feel I am not bothering any-
one up here and earning my keep, and perhaps it's best just to leave well-enough alone.

. Thie parochial visiting and trying to work at all that comes from it is not the casient
“light occupation,' when one has so many bad marriages, lax and fallen-away and neglected
religious instruction to cope with every week, but as L say i reel very content and dul-
filled with this type of work that I can do., It would be nice in ways to be settled in
a nice small parish but feel I can do much better without the responsibility and grief
of a pastorate and constant demands from the Lhancery(as was the case in the St. Cloud
diocese{) I cannot hrry or become excited without distressing coronary effects, so just
have to go at slow speed most of the time. I feel much of the ¥ppe of work I am doing
is not or cannot be done in many places, and I consider it very fundamental. Reception
continues to be about all one could wish for. the rough census is pretty well done; now
come many callbacks to stray and lost sheep and other sheep interested. ‘lhere 18 a nice
number under instruction right now and some good prospects in the offing.The amount of
direct "grass roots" work to be done, here(@e I suppose in many places) is ahmost without
end.
The quarters here and the environment.%givery pleasant. Beilng away from the noise and
burry of a large city is also good medicine,--up in this charming country. So 1 intend
to keep on in the fond hope the good Lord will give me some good years yet in spite of
handicaps. The pastor is most understanding of limitations and times here and there
when I cannot function to full efficiency. A new church will be started with the first
good weather, so he will have enough to do.

I was glad to get the report of the "personnel committee." As L see it, it pretty well
agrees with my ideas on the matter. I was rather shocked to find good Fr. Columban gocne
on my return., T shall miss his geniel and waggish self.

I hope my suggestions above will meet with your approval and that of the personnel commit-
tee. I think I am honestly opting for the work I can do best for the time being.

. Re tfully, /{f
v om0

‘ l«‘y ] Ol
r

wt
ar »
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ QO ;_&LEGEVIL’LE, MINNESOTA
321

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Decenmber 15, 1964

Reverend Othwar Wohmann, 0.8,B.
Church of 8t. Joseph

Box 21§

Grend Rapids, Minnesota 55744

Dear Father Othmer,

There hag been a slight delay in aqy replying to your letter but

I left here on Thuxeday eveuing (I went down the eveunlng before

to the Cities becouse I feared the roadd would be bad on Friday

movniug) for Nework to preside ot Lhe election of the new Abbot

there -~ perhaps you have read thet the Holy See granted to the

Newark Priory the utatus of an iundependent abbey. I returned on
Saturday evening.

I appreciate the report given in your letieyr of your work, end I
em happ: that you are finding more than gnough to keep you busy

and that, ln wenersl, your health hes heen good., I aw happy viso
that vou bhuve found both a good interulst and & good oculist there,
and that they heve beeu helpful. If Doctor Bonner recommends the
other eye surgery in the spring, jou should follow hls recomuenda-
tion,

In view of what you have written, I herewith give you permission to
teke off for some weeks aftev Christmas to c¢void gowe of the colder
weather lu the hopes of beiug able to avoid say toueh of pneuvwonla
duving this viater scason. I would epprecicte your leeting o lkuow
Just when you will he going und returning, and where we could contact
you in cage of any emergency.

Quite & few of the community have had heavy colds and the flu during
the pest days, iIncleding Father Prioct. Ue had o heavy ceold asbout three
weeks syo, was better, had a relapse, was better, aud now for the past
four days has again been confined to his room, Ue feals hetter again
today, and we all hope that he will now have fully recovered. Abbot
Gregory wrote that et St. Bernard's over night aboul 70 of the students
came down with the HoagKeng flu and that the school wes ¢loged just be-
fore their semester exams. Ver: few of our studenss, fortunately, have
been 111,

With all good wishes for the blessings of these last days of Advent &nd
for a Joyful and greceful Christmas, I am

Your devoted Abbot,

BD: je
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fira-d Hapids, 12/31/68
Dear Father :Abhob:

i surely avpreciate beirg a“le to get away for a few wedl s during this
arctic weather. T expect to leave this Thursday, since on that day I was
able to get reservations. I am poing by train, since I find that very ri-
laxing. and cheaper too ard tlat will place me within a siort distance of
Zerryrhille Flordda. (Thst ia 11 miles from &t. Leo's) I expect to help
out there for a few Sundays, sivce I am somcwhat acguainted there and lielped
sut there last winter end Swvring. I asr enclosing the address and plone “o,
I shall leave the senme here with lionsipgnor lwogan, and remain sort of vfoodt-
loose, so 1 can come back al orce if le runs into any kimd oi emergency.

T expect to be at Zepiyrhills or 5t. ieo's most of the tine, I expect to
be gorie until the week of the 22nd. T feel sure it will be worth while ard
trat I can return rested up and refreshed: and I'm sure will be caxer toget
hack to work, 8 you imay inow, due Lo unsyvected desths ard infirmities,
tlere is not che sinpgle man on recerve in tie diocesc. #° You know I en-
Jov the work very ruch,

Thus far no flu yet even thugh T called orn cuit: a few homes w ere they
iad it. Yot @ longEong flu sihot in town and 1 shall try ny best to get a
slot soavwhere in lll?‘TlLdDO].lu on @ war tlirough, I :urely hore . SJ;:\_Ll
spared 1ite recurrsnt sleges of the past winters! TFlease Jod!

The Christmas season las bceen busy bbt more ]elsurel\a and not jiwetic as
in man- vears rast, The deep snow and arctic westhier of late is hampering
2 "arer*“-"oﬂ dmrhell” but 1 have more tian enough to keen busy inside.
is Lr. Coy's firm recosmendetion, The olld ticker ‘ust will
e of rscent yesrs! ‘it I em veryY thankfful to be able
handleans, and hiope the good Lord will ive ne
to cortirue in this rewuarding kind of worlk,

] 1 owell ana wish v oanorth blessed 'r-’:;l fullddting 6
Thanks apain for Lie vacstisoy begal,
ftesveet Ly, Gr@

v Gl .
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PR UNUTrCll OL DL, vOBYPIl, DUA <io
Grand Rapids Minn. 55744
bd’)
Dear Father Abbot: 4) "
0 -l\

Enclosed my 1969 statement and check for surplus income. Meanwhile I am indeed very thank-
ful, that in spite of handicaps,l am able to work and sarn my keep. The arctic weather some-
what frustrates the daily parOchial visiting but there is more than enough to do indoors.
Very commodious and comfortable gquarters and pleasant living conditions, This territory may
be a small picture of conditions in many places: My cerswssurvey shows about 10 percent
of families very lax and inactive or fallen away. ‘he reception from all corners has been
about the best I have experienced in my 37 years. This sort of courtesy mey be a grace in
itself, I hope and pray each day that the good lLord may see fit to give me some good years
yet to work at things that count,--with the ever growing shortages of personnel. As you
know, the Msgr. here i# a very fine pastor, Of course I miss more than one thing at St. Joe,—
especially that splendid school and devoted Sisters, and my childrens' theater,-~but one can-
not have everything, and first things first. All the years in Stearns Co. I was always frus-
trateé——or felt that way,-- at not being able to get back to this sort of "wrass roots" work.
{Scmetimes it is real "scavengering." Put too, it is a tonie to one's own ailments. There is
a very fine school building here that should be fairlv well filled next September, now that
the bus situation is favorable. Swarms of lovable kids all over the territeory, and a good
percentage of good family life, Catholic and Protestant. I shall do m» best to keep on work-
ing as long as I can, I trust this finds all well at home base.

Respectfully, /_7%/{)
Fr# Othmar.
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17 February 1270

The Reverend Othmar Hohmsun, 0.S.B.
Saint Joseph Parish

Box 218

Grand Raplds, Minnesota 65744

Dear Father Othmear;

It wag gratifying to lesr you spaesk of. your work and the
interest you find in {t, It seeme to be the answer to

your prayers, and I am sure that your "grals rvoots"

pastoral zeal is also the answer to the prayers of pastor

and people. I hope that God will give you the streugth

to be able to continue such work either there or elsewhere,

At the moment I do not see any reagon to think of & change
unless you yourself initiamte such a change by requeating it

of the personnel director. I am presuming also that Monsignor
Hogan wants to continue the present arrangement,

Thank you for the amount of surplus income you were shle to
send to the abbey for 1ts support; it 1s a goodly amount from
one who receives the salary of an assistent. I have deposited
your check of $1,100,

I am depending that the CONFRERE will keep you pested on abbey
news; Father Emmanuel right now is taking his silver jubilee
vacation but should be back soon. The passing of Brother Leo
was the means of making all of us aware af his contribution in
hiz unique way. I was gratified to notice how many came for
the funexral, including Bishop Bartholome.

May God bless your good work always.

Devotedly yours,

Baldwin Dworschak, 0.B8,B., abbot

BD/ev
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tate of Wieconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

John R, Moses

Patrick 1. Lucey G.A.R. MEMORIAL HALL MUSEUM S e
overme Room 419 North
State CaPitO] \ WEET WiLBON $TREET

HADINON, WIRCONDIN DDYOR

MAD ISON, WISCONSIN

February 8, 1971

The Reverend Othmar L. Hohmann, 0sB

Box 218
Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744

Dear Father Hohmann,

Your letter requesting information on your grandfather has
been sent to me. Our documentary records are fragmgntary and at
the moment uncataloged., | am the newly~appointed curator here and
anticipate that within the year | shall have examined them,
would not, however, be hopeful that they will yield further information.
Nevertheless, | shall keep your reguest on file and make a further

search at that time.

In the meantime | can offer you the following information
based upon printed sources: -

} find no . nor any name In the related German
spellings. | do, however, find a

Published by the State, Madison, Wisconsin,
1914, p. 1024) It may interest you also that the immedlately preceding
iisting is of . . . L
Infantry Regiment. Concidering the recruifing practices of the period,
it is probzhle that these two men came from the same family although
no further information is glven.

The 48th Wisconsin infantry Regiment was organized at Camp
Washburn, Milwaukee, in early 1865. Company K did not leave that
city until April when the war was already over. From that time untl]
The end of the year when the 48th was mustered out they appear to
have carried out routine duties in Kansas, This information comes
from Records and Sketches of Military Organizations, Charles E.
Estabrook, ed., Published by the State, Madison, Wisconsin, 1914,

p/163,

For further reference you may wish to examine these accounts
yourself, search for a printed regimental history of the L8th ( if
/ there is one), or write to the 5State Historical Society of Wisconsin, )

( 816 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin, 53706.
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_ one of the ploneers of St. Cloud, township, wvas born in Bavaria, Germany,
in 1815. He was reared in hia native land snd became a suvsp-maker, In 1845 he came to
America, and found employment in a victure frame establishment in Buffalo, N, ¥. He
wns married in that city. In the middle fifties he came to Siearns county, and obitained
180 acres in the northwest part of sectlon 28, 5t. Cloud, township, lie buddt a log cakin,
broke a small tract of land, and started living a picoreer life. During the Indian up-
riaing he was one of the few people whe remained in the township., e did not escape
numerous thrilling adventures however. Often thiere were suspicious indicaticvns of the
presence of Indlans about ths place, and more bhan once did he fire hils shotgun in bhe
direction of prustling noises heard in the night fiwme. Une day, two Indians apvreached
the hut when was alone, They apnropiated two hame that were hanging at
Lhe rear of the hub, and putting them In the cabin, locked the deor, snd withstood a
siege until her husband returned and the Indians took flight. But the years moved on,
Cireumstances improved, and the contry beczme thlckiy settled. In 1876 the Hohaanns

erected a frame house to replace the log cahin. continued to enltivate his
faprm until his death in 18Y%2., His wife died the year previous. Vr, and Mrs, Hohmann
had four sons: vas born in 1850, i now dead,
e married | . and had eipght children, ) was Dorn in 1855 and died
in 1E8C. was born in 1857, aud llves dn He married ~ N and

they have gix children:
iz appropriaztely menticned elsewhere.

~ educator, was bhorn on the homs farm in S1. Cloud bownship, Mav 15, 1259,
He gpent Uils eurty dawvs with his parents, and after altending Lhe distriet cchoole, enlere
ed the St, Cleud State Normal School. He ccommenced his peesent profession of teaching in
1879 and has devoted over a quarier of a century to that profession, He now lives in 3.

Cloud. is also an artist of ccnslderable ability, and his work in oils,
water colors, crayons and the like has attracted favorably altention and won a ready
market., married who was born in Fountalin City, Wis.,
daughter of the former of whom was a veteran
of the Civil war, spent his declining yeavs as a farmer near Fau Claire, ¥Wls,, and died
December 19, 1903, : have six children:
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ QO hgf.GEVILLE, MINNESOTA

OFFICE, OF THR AGBOT

Februsry 14, 19¢2

Reverend Othwar Hohmann, 0,5.3,
S5t. Joseph Parish

Box 218

Grand Rapids, Michégeta 55744

Dear Fether Othmar,

Thank you for gour personal statewent for the past year, and for the
checl of $1500 which you enclosed as surplus income for the support

of the community and its work. I awm happy to assure you that I find
thestatement fully satisfactory and that, in the name of the community
as well as in my own name, I am grateful to you for the work your are
doing and for the sacrifices you are makdug to enable this amount to
be setit to the cowmunity.

It seemssas thoggh the back of the cold spell has been broken, for we
hewe had above freezing the lagt tweo days. I hear that it will be
colder again tonight, but I aw hppeful that it will mot last too much
longer. The community here has been quite well, though on the first
doys of this month over tweaty were down with the flu on one day; but
it was only a 24-hour stomach flu, and not the asiatic or Hong Kong

type.

Yesterday Foether Damign returned to the abbey from the hospital; he
st1l1l needs & long period of rest but he is much {mproved over what
his condition was when bhe first became 111. FYather Alphouse, who
spent a bout ten days in the hospital, also came home yesterday; his
legs had swollen very wmuch but thgy are much better now. The two
Brotherw, Augustine and Benaventure, who have been hospitalized for
some time, remain ahout the same. Last Tuesday Father Mark, who iv
one of the hospital chaplains at 3t, Mery's {ia Duluth, suffered a
severe pailn in the head and was put to bed. After various tests, the
doctors have concluded thét he has sn aneurism near the oreain, and they
will pevform a craniotomy tomorrow (Tuesdey) morning. I am sure you
will remebher bim in your prayers.

In the hope that the rest of the winter will be good to you, snd with

01l good wishes also for o blesced ond joyful Lenten seeson, I am

Devotedly vours,

Abbot
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EASTER A~ril 2, 1972
(1 3¢ o BEf

Thz PASCLAL MYSTERY TODAY: 1In every life, in every nation, in every century
history shows us th:t there must be conshankipy¥the Jofful, the “orrowful angd
also]the Glorious Mvs‘eries of the Yosary! We tod Y. pare mich concerned at
the state of the world, at the shking c“angea’"ﬂ[’ﬁ"’%‘é““fﬁwch itself, and all
the alarming terdencies tiat havefiken place, and are taking place rigit today.

Bowever, all the vast nanorama of bistory shows us so nuch,-«how so often
Christ's Church on esrth has been MW&L@,-—M at least
to become completely immobilized., There has never been B century when (brist's
Kingdom on earth was net in trovbls. If it was not one thing it was another!
Wave upon wave of killing heresy, persecution, conflicts with nassing civil
rulers, falsg rrophets, so-called "enlipghtenment! movements, intransigent
and scoffing "intellectua®" The 1ist is long, very long. And what has always
heen the areatest enemy,--¢ infidelitdy and treacheryof the Stureh's own
members, ¢ngmles rdglt within 1tsmm .ousehold! fuch tresceerous and hlinded
enemies from rigit within! T.e story of Judas 'ws been repetbd countless
times.

Into every detail of the Sacred Passion, ¢yeryore can fii, in and fird his
nlace! So too,tle conditions and trials and problems of each generation!

»

Oftem,in one generation ias the “Lurch tasted ;thg,(jgv anl glory of a renewed
Resurvection, apain and adin, Irom what seerdd complete failure. out the pro-
mise of Yur Lord,"].am.with vou all days until the conswanation of the world!
has heen pe-epacted and fulfilled asaip and apain. And a few generations
after, again Lthe dark and tlireatening davs of anctier Good. Friday! "This
¥ar is the Passioni®

“Surrexit Christus.Fnes tica! Christ always and ever MY HOFE, has arises.
So, we should always remember that Ctrist IS with us, in 5is Church, in His
Ghief Shenherd. If we adheqre to him through thick and thin, we are not far
away from Christ,--and a future Resurrection! So many today have drifted
away from the Church, pup eway as did the panicked Apostles. "™ ey all seft
Himl" And, all too many nave joined those wro are ratler tearing down tian
rezhuildig from the ruins., as past generations have alwavs done with the un-
seen but none 1 he lews real ever-rresent Lelp of God! (Yes, constantly we
See so many re-enactinrgs of tle tragic scory of Judasg Fro.. tliose who rad
been called to he IEADIRS, and teachers, and rocks . f strength. So often:
in ages rast there were conditions far worse and t'reatening tien we witness
todady. It is each one's resronsibility to be positive in his thinking!
With ‘our never~cessing effort plus the .elp of C.rist and lis Loly opirit,
tiere will always be a way out and up to a "secomd S“pring" a renewed Hesur-
rection., “hat's the 2000 year history of “hrist's Cnurch. But cuch: one of
us has 2 definite resyonsibility in this recurring drama. The Holy Spirit
or Fentecost Day transformed hke «woetles trom tindd_ cowardly slow-witted
wmen into frarless Mnostles! nnd a .ew vears luter, a,Civrist-nater into the
greal Apustle 5%, Taul! fmid the worst times in the history of the Church
God raised un great Suints, areat missionaries, great reformers, graat intel-
lectual lights ecaxplaining the world-wide Paschal kvstery and pre-directing
nan toward a new Resurrection, All we have to de is read some history,--
Church history o see tiie cons!ant band of God working, if man will co-operate!
That's he mystery of life, {the constantl:- re-curring Lystirv of tie Lhrist-
life,) vow offen £t ™sul cxiprts us to this,--mdk that arv and all true He-
formation must come yndividually, from witiin! Unlems man wi:l truly catch
this fundamental message. and arplr it %o himself, all criticism, opposition
revold and revdution shall he in vain! 11 Nature gives us a neremnial sign
of this, everr wear renewing itself unto new fruitfulness, if pan will co-
operate. So §t, Faul speaks ahout tleaning out the old leaven. And Tennyson
ahout rising on our dead sdgves to higher things!” No improvenpnts ever oc-
curred in the history of man urtil society decided once more to come back
to Christ gnd to take the Feschal Mrsten seriously and to annly it to cvery-
day life, ociety consits of hunan indi{duals. "iat can I do? W.at am I
doing in a positikve way? How about stricllw diving by the Comnandments?
"If you love we, keep my Yommandments." Fear not! T .ave overcome the world!
"The nrince of this world hath RitHingin me.fs Christ hae foretold many de-
talls € his own Paasion. “And a(lao ng;in%‘"' Véry clearly to the Hesurrection.

Uiver
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A liear my Church and you shall heap he'.ﬂ My Fingdom is not of this_world!
And so he gave \is hhe blue-print as to how we shonld with man's free will
manage this world, Into the dust and chlivion of the centuries have dropped
all the enemies and persecutors of Christ. By a miracle h& Clircl ras sur~
vived themf allinto a constant Resurrection an: renewal, but only when we
begin by reforming ourselves! Mith Christ untold midlions have has to
walk the painful Way of the Cross and untold millions have in the end been
partakess of Fis Resurrection., We can if we WILL! wit}. the constant helping
grace of God.
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e s Box 218, Crand Runids Minn., 55744
- N June 21, 1972

Rev, dear Pather Abhot+’

A few days after\réturning from our Retrest I ran across a rollicking play, "Shepherds
on the Shelf" which T am sending to you and Father Yrior(and perhaps TBro EevinBarrymere)
for perusal. After hearing the very splendid keynote speech to our deliberations on the
subiect of geriatrics, this unexpected nicee of farce really tickled my funny-bone,nlow
I want to sce what otlers think of it at a time when so much thiovght is being given by tie
Community on the subject of getting old, I thougtt the discussion sessions were very good
and profitable. Dr. Rraceland's idcas coincided with mine, ard I have been trying to put
them into use in recent years, ufter rosigning St., Joseph 6 years ago, I find the daily
parochial visitations enjoyable and "fulfilling"  and very good"therapy" for what ails me,
since hardlv a duy goes hv hut I do notsaet up witth affliction and suffering and rroblems
on the part of people,and I often cime home, saying to myvself: "What in heck am 1 kicking
about®" Since Kewvears T have alreadv written up 56 new houseliolds of various degrecs of
Catholicity, so wou can ‘udge how tie parishk is growing. For hobbies there just has been
very little time excent for some "Ciildrens' Theater! cente-ed ahaut ile rarochial school,
which I hope to reswie sgain in late 211, D.V., wlen pourding icy pavemerts and steps he-
comes quite a hazard for an older man. During th susmier months T scout in the cojintry areas
of our large territory and everw day one finds something tc record and *o work on eventually.
Of late our prime headacle ias been too many divorces among Catholics, which is causing the
Line nastor fere ne litile worry and concern. Vell, we have Lo try to save what can be saved!

This farce, "Shepis s on the Shell® might he a riot for ‘le clerics to produce, say for
the Ciristias rarty next December.

May this £ind 411 well with your wood self in vour arduous pesitien in these difficult and
détressing times, I attended the "anderer Forum' last week, and WOVRER in my life ave heard
comretent laymen (some converts) give finer and more interesting and finished expositions of
Cstholic Doctrine, (4s food and hetter than some retreats T've attended,) Cuite a 1lift!
Lieanwhile I%m carryirg on as best 1 can with ﬁ 5 lepgj pastor, hsgr., Mike sogan,

espectti 1Y Fr. Otimar.
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June 23, 1972

Reverend Othmar lohwmann, 0.3.B.
Box 218
Grand Raplds, Minnesota 55744

Dear Father Othmar,

Thank you for your Jetter of the 21st, which wrived yegterday, and
forssendiug me the copy of "Shepherds ou the Shelf", which arrived
thls morning, I have had time only to plance through the play, But
it does seem to be well done and I think that it could be a real
asget to our annual Christmas get-together if the Juniors would put
it on. 1 am sure the whole commurity wild enjoy it. After T have
had time fo read 4t, I will pass 1t on to Fother Prior, and he could
then pags 1t on to Brother Kevin. Poseilly the latter or evem Father
Domirle wordd be interested in puttdng it on for Christmas for the
comrrd ty,

1 anjoyed alsa reading about how you have becn putting Inte practiec
Doctor Braceland's idems for the pest six years, since leaving st.
Joseph, T am aure tlat the work you haee been doing in paroehial
visitations has been a real help not only to the pastor but more go
to the people themealves. T hope that you will Le able to carry on
thie work for a loog tine yet, along with your work for the Childrens'
Theatre during the time of the yesr when Lt is not possible to o out
for the daily calls,

All 13 gpoing well here snd all of the community at the mowment are qilte
well, BPErother Paul, who had spent some time i1 the hospital, is back
at the sbbey and able to resume hie dadly walks up and down the corri
dor with the ald of a chalr, Father Sasil has been cenfinedto his room
for a couple of weeks, but seums to be improving now, and I am sure he
will feel better as soon as the weather warms up a little more.

Wikh greetings also to Monsignor Hogan, and with all good wishes and
the prayer that God continue to bless you mad your work, I anm

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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inte the rravers for the very sick and the dving, to be resd te thus. ot tiwt
eritical time, wist eould be tiore corsoling or rore commhensive of tie an-
tire vlsn «f our Zalvetion: fGame old-tiners, (o oriers with very Little ciuca-
tioniwoula Ipew tlds Brilliant Cospel rasgage by hoart, anc use it ao &
Gevout am cohsoling mraver,

) . T g A . N ﬁl"”’("r.& % . o -
LA Der &7 CON I i iy e heve sesr iis yhorr, tle sloryjof GoZ Tod ot oy, il of ur.ce and
truth., .nd of “is fulneds we_iove all ressived, G .0. 704 ax Cal”
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5/15,7h SIFE P
SONE COMALNTS AND SUGCESTIONS FROM AN "EXPOSITUS":

In expressing my opiniéns, I hope I will not appear entirely too negavigtic. I realiz’e-i
that In these days, you men at home may have some hard nuts to crsck; but also, that it is
time that we on the outside speak up more than we have in the past: .

For the past century, St. John's hge been locked on us a "epiritual powerhouse® in its
varicus Apostolates -and modus operanQi,--often in the facs of serious difficulties. In
rocent years we have had the rare opportunity to be expecielly efifective in such; nawely,
to "eit.tight!" ag a solid rock of orthodoxy ard a healthyconservatism and a true realistic
monastic 1life,--in the face of all the threatening watering down and ocutright heretical
tendbneies, that have seriously demaged our dear Clurch. Question: iiave we and are we *
meesuring up to this golden and vast opportunity by entire and whole-hearted (pbedience to
the Holy See)-—and implementing the REAL spirit of Vatiean II? »

LEERING OF THE RELIGIOUS HABIT,~-or at leesst suitable and dignified clerical dress--ak
all times whnever feasible. Our good layfolk are much disedified and confused 2t too many
NOT doing sc these days!” . :

There seems to have arisen, a great de-emphasizing and down-grading and even a disdain
for the ordinary lhumble and unsung parochial 4postclic work among the every-day "Feople
of God." Thig is work for which St. John's has been fondly noted for over a century now.
Thereyﬁs’ﬁ’rﬁi‘%éable nressure among the yotg-to get rid or our parishes! bhistery LILL:
show, that when we Lcse touch with and intefést in-the concerns of the common peophe, he
are ON TitE UAY DOWN! :

Zhat then is to become of those of us who have bornel] the burdens and the hieats of this
parich Atpostolate for many a year {and at times under wearing obedience), and are NOT
willing to he ‘retired’while we can still be of use? ¥e would be considered unfit of course,
and ungualified snd “not with it" to think of any work in the Celleys or ¢ven in the Frep.
Scheol.  VWe in the parishes are trying to "heold the fort® over against so much ceniusion
these da‘ys‘é‘,'e deservg I would think, some consideration &t lesst!) Furthermcreg~- in these
trying days of growing shortage of priests, and defections, I think we DO have some obliw
gation in cherily to the bishops of the Trovinee for helping out where we can in perochial
work. e slways lave in the past, and ne doubt have been blessed for it.

The f¢ollege apostol.at-e”haa‘ been entirely tcc much over-empiesized to the detrinent of
less "glamorous" and humnbler Apostclates. ind, I might add: Has this up-dated College
Apostolate been really so effective? It seems theve has been entirely too much growth of
an "elikist" attitude and too much "striving" for high degrees and accleim,—-and & disdain
for humbler #ipostoliic work., Too many, Ydoing their own thing!i® :

STREGULARITY & COWFCMMITY: Jfow it was pounded into us, in pest years, "ot to be singular’,
to avoid all singularity and to strive for conformity in 211 things! fow about tie very
sirgular and eccentret (and even counter=culture) styles of our younger monks?’ hgaing~—

lay people are much confused and disedified! FKave we a right to disregard and offend their
feelings and sensibilkities under the pretext of "updating" and what have you? There has been
entirely too much of 'doing one's own thing" and disrepard of true hunble chediéince and of
the monastic and clerical image. T

In misinterpreting Vaticen I, have we plunged into the world and are now threstened with
eventually drowning in it 21177 {Aistory can give us hints in that direction) Have we .
gone too much overboard with "Hcumenism®' There has been too much emphasis in recent years
ard consulting raterialistic {and toe Freudian) psychologlsts and psychiatrists. Surely,
they carnot Lave the answers for all ocur spiritual problems! The results from troubled ’
younger monks and sad defections would surely show othérwise. CT

Yes,=— 5t. Benedict mentions tbat we should Iisten to tee youny, But,--does that call
for an overweening and dominating and disdaining attitudeboward thcse somewhet older and
experlenced? Does il justify "bulldoger® and mierophone-grabbing tactics? Are the monastic
comnunity and traditiens being gradually "sold out" to an over-powering college setup, be-
coming more and more secularized? And(cont:)'ol being given bit by bit over entirely too:

{over ) B
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much into the hands of lay pecplz, eventually to dictate to us how we a:e to run our
monastic comunity? {“hadass of ages past!) At times ws older ones cannot help but
think back on the words of Jeremish: “haereditas nostra ad alienoa!®

TABLE~EFADING: In my opinlon and that of many others. too much is entirely unsuited and
"gven harmful. YLy not get back to the former custom of having real fundamental and well-
chosen sound matters and subjects for cur table reading,(widch per invoiuniary mewory often
. had considerable effectiveness and impact on us of former decaﬁes) Our table reading should
K0T be the medium for every madern "know-it— all' wouid-be philosopher or even way-out .
ti.eologian and ultra-modernist and semi-heretic. Ve are cxposed tog too much of this ss it
ie, in-our vrivate reading. Uur tal¥e reading need not be consistently too heavy but can
be varled, but should he solid and sound and edifying.

tndy~-we do NOT need semiberetics of the stamp of Schillebekx or :ians Kéng to confuse
and unnerve our commurily and studants. Heither cestructive. and rédiculous revolutionaries
like Didk Gregrory or complet: and know-it-zll materialists lilg ~aria Calderone ste, ete.
(and at faney prices no doubt for their erronesous spoutings.)

I have been told that part of the responsibility for present ovils lies with us otisiders
who nave not been rresent encugh in recent vears at Chajter meetings, or spoken up enough.
B that as it may, we_tave had a deen trust and donifidence in the gommunity at home, to
test and try, to he vrudent and fore-s/ghted and courageous, and not to be tuo hasty "to
be the first to embrace the newlyv-tried, nor to ke tcd hasty t6 lay the old aside! :
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5th Sunday in Lent. The Raising of Lazarus. 3/16/75

"I MM THE RESURRECTION ANL THE 1IFE." Death is certain. It belongs to
man's condition. For one who does not believe in God, or &n man's call

Lo eternal life, death is the end of evervthing, For him deesth is the
end of all human hope and love, :Jowewer; However, the man who has faith
knows that death is not the finsl end for man. As the Liturgy of the

Mass for the dead puts it: Life is changed, not ended. "It ie appoited
unto man once to die, and after this, the Judgment.® Our destiny in
“ternity hangs in the balance of that judgment! If deatii finds our soul
adorned with sanctifying grace, unending possession of God and the blessed-
ness which will accompany it will be our final and everlasting reward.

‘e must not tempt God by postponing our repentance. We must use the
graces He glves us., We must be determined to renounce 8in_and its occa~
glons, and follow after Uhrist, for ke alone can safely direct us along
the path which leads to 1life everlasting.

"Let me firmly assure you, he who believes has eternal life." (John# 6:47
"I am the Kesurrection and the life: whoever believes in me, though he
should die, will come to lifes and whoever is alive and believes in me
will never die. (23-26; Jesus affirms Martia's belief in a resurrection
to come, with the significant addition that its power is to be found in
Himself, "I am the Resurrection and the Life.' Faith in C.rist will
bring the heliever to 1ife again in the Mesurrection. "Whoever believes
in me, though he should die, will come to 1life." As St. Paul says: "Death
came through a man; hence the resurrection of the dead comes through a
man also." (I Cor. 15:21) ) ‘”’

IN Thi BUCHARIST Wi RECEIVE THE SEK£D OF IMMORTALITY: It is above all
at_Holy Mass that Jesus makes present his "hlessed passion, resurrection
from the dead and glorious ascension,” We shall be saved according to
the lovine attention with which we IDENTIFY ourselves with all the sacred
Mysteries of the Redemption, "He who feéds on my flesh and drinks my blood
has 1life eternal, and I will raise him up on the last day. Yor my Tlesh
is real food and my hlood iu real drink." (John G:5L-55)

But,-~Jesus cannot destroy our death snd restore our life without our
ccnsent. This Sonsent is what we should renew. Yo we rally believe that
whoever lives and helleves in Jesus shall never die? Let us 1ive according 1

t.o that Faith!
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Bishop's Office
215 West Fourth Street
Duluth 6, Minnesota

January 5, 1976

Rev. Othmzr L. Hohmann, 0.83.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Father Othmar,

I guess I was a bit surprised to learn through the Personnel Board
that you no longer were residing at the parish at Grand Rapids. I hadn't
realized that your health was poor for the last time that I saw you, you
seemed to be in reasonable good spirits. Unfortunately the demon of age
and aching bcnes catches up with all of us. As a matter of fact, today I
am, nurging a sprained back and have to go to the chiropractor to see if he
can put me together again. Hopefully he will work his arts and I will be

able to carry on again in a few days.

With regard to your seven and one-half years at Grand Rapids, which
is approximately the time I have been in the diocese, I want to thank you
and voice my sincere appreciation for the great apostolic zeal and work
that you did for God's people during that time. The perscnal presence of
the priest in the parish, moving among his people, listening as well as
speaking, and witnessing to the presence of God and His love, cannot be
surpassed or substituted by any other means. I feel that your going back
to Collegeville is a real loss to the people in the Grand Rapids area.
However, we will trust that God will bring others to do the great work
that you have begun and continue on in the same dedicated and devoted

manner.

When I come to Collegeville, I will, most certainly, call upon you
and thank you personally for your service to the ‘diccese and its peoples.
Be assured that I shall remember you each day in my prayers and I hope that
the nagging pains of arthritis will socon be alleviated.

Wishing yo@ -all the choicest graces and blessings that God may grant
you in 1876, I remain

¢r in Christ,

aul F. Anderson
Bishop of Duluth

PFA:ps
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IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

THE PROFESSION OF VOWS WHICH
I, OTHMAR HOHMANN,

OF RICHMOND, MINNESOTA,

DIOCESE OF SAINT CLOUD,

MADE FIFTY YEARS AGO, I NOW RENEW, AND

PROMISE BEFORE GOD AND HIS SAINTS,

IN THE PRESENCE, OF OUR FATHER IN CHRIST,

ABBOT JOHN EIDENSCHINK,

AND THE MONKS OF THIS MONASTERY,

STABILITY IN THIS COMMUNITY,

PURSUIT OF PERFECT CHARITY THROUGH A MONASTIC MANNER OF LIFE,

AND OBEDIENCE ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF OUR HOLY FATHER BENEDICT

AND THE LAWS OF OUR FEDERATION.

++++++++++

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 1 HAVE PREPARED THIS DOGUMENT AND SiGNED IT HERE AT
ST. JOHN'S ABBEY, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA, IN THE YEAR OF QUR LORD 1976,

ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF JULY, A FFAST OF OUR HOLY FATHER BENEDICT.

(O F PP  ixrnsat (T2

/Aa/’

2@@ Ol Lok, 6207
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Thursday, July 29, 1976

on Tuesday, July 27. Funeral arrangements are

pending. Please remembér her in your prayers.

Abbot John

PEACE!

Died on November 29, 1964

Please remember her in your prayers and sacrifices

Moy she rest in peace

St. John's Abb
Collegmc:ltra,' Mlnn:Zola +-BALDWIN, O.S.B.

November 30, 1964 ABBOT

J PAX!
Die 2 aprilis 1957

Ex hac vita decessit

Eius requies aeterna piis nostris commendatur orationibus
et sacriflciis.

R. I, P
Ex Abholia 8. loanais Bopfistae

Collenevilie, A4 t
t die 3 aprlils ?325!70 ¢ * BALDLA{E:BSS' 0SB,
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St. John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minn. 56321
Phone (612) 363-2258

Christmastide, 1976

Dear Friends, Relatives, and dear ones all:

Well, this Christmas season finds me still at St. john's, where as you may remember, | had to “retire” a year ago, due to
acrippling arthritic condition. | had good hopes of getting back to at least part-time work by now, but around July 1, had a
sort of relapse so that the summer became quite a burden. I spent ten days in the St. Cloud Hospital for tests and observation
where, among other things wrong the doctors found a bladder infection and 2 low blood condition. Both of these scem to
have cleared up nicely with medications, so that by early Fall | seemed to be “on the up-and-up again, and looking forward
to getting back to Apostolic work, the good Lord willing. Since then things have fipctuated between good days and others
not so good. | have learned to live with aching shoulders, arms and hands with some improvement, but the occasional weak
spells still bother me. This and the weak aching knees and legs are what keep me from applying to get back to work. | have
been quite at peace during my stay here, realizing that the good Lord saw fit to “retire’’ me, and that such was not my
choice. In fact, this past year has been something like a “long retreat’ with plenty of time to think over the past, — and also

the future!

] miss very much of course the many fine families and beloved kids up at Grand Rapids in that beautiful Northland, and
that school to which | was much devoted. In spite of frustrations, it has been a daily consolation to offer up during the day,
my ailments, for the conversion of sinners, and the welfare of my many friends and acquaintances,

] am now living in the fine and comfortable “health center” just remodelied in the old South wing, with whirlpool and
other therapy right close at hand. | try to keep very busy all day with various projects and intellectual hobbies. Among them
is a collection of ‘‘Poems about Children”, which | am gathering with the help of the fine Jibrary here, — to “compensate’’
somewhat for the separation from that army of lovable kids | got to know up in Grand Rapids. | cannot write much long-
hand but can type fairly well again and drive the car for occasional jaunts through the beautiful surrounding country. Every
day | see some of the older Fathers and Brothers here, much worse off than | am, and that makes a person ashamed ever to
complain. | am thankful that | can do 2 lot of reading to make up for much missed during the busy years that are past. So, —
keep me in your kind prayers that the gaod Lord may see fit to let me have & few good years yet, and at least part-time work
in the parish Apostolate. Every morning there are mementos for all friends and benefactors, living and deceased. | am able to
concelebrate Mass with the Community almost every day, for which too | am most thankful. :

The afflictions of the past year have all helped me to appreciate more the life and the sufferings of Our Blessed Lord, and
especially the tremendous mystery of the Incarnation, — the Son of God actually becoming man, — one of us, — to be forever
our mode! and brother and consolation and hope and Life, for our Salvation! What would this sad world be without it and
our dear Lord’s teaching and His Church continuing His work down through the centuries!

May this find all of you well and enjoying a most blessed Christmastide!

Devotedly in the Infant Saviour,
Fr. Othmar L. Hohmann O.S.B.éxﬂ
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From “Eight and One Half Centuries of Service,” by Daniel Durken, OSB
Saint John’s Magazine, Spring 1977

Father Othmar Hohmann, 77, a classmate of Fr. Dominic Keller, has had similar interest and
involvement in dramatics. Before his ordination he directed Prep School dramatics, assisted in
the college dramatics department and prefected. The year after his 1931 ordination, he was sent
to Nassau, Bahamas, where he assisted at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral for four years. Fr. Othmar
returned to the States to assist at patishes in North Dakota and Minnesota where he directed
parish plays. For a year he did pastoral work in Vernal, Utah, helped build the church there and
served mission churches in the Denver diocese. Back in Minnesota as pastor of Immaculate
Conception Church in New Munich, Fr. Othmar renovated the church, school and convent and
organized dramatic clubs for adults, young people and children. Later as pastor of St. Boniface
Church in Cold Spring he renovated the rectory, convent and school buildings. After helping in
several parishes in the Fargo, Superior and Crookston diocese he served as pastor at St. Joseph,
Minnesota, from 1961-66 and extensively remodeled the parish school and began an adult and
children’s theatre. He then spent ten years as an assistant at St. Joseph’s Church in Grand Rapids,
Minnesota, where he was particularly involved in a city-wide home visiting program, a “door
bell and coffee cup apostolate” (as he called it) that brought him contact with lapsed Catholics.
Fr. Othmar is presently collecting children’s poetry for the possible publication of such a text,
and occasionally he offers a few lines of original rhythm and rhyme for the pages of Confrere,
the monthly Abbey Newsletter.
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\/p;[;,pb7 M pssizminr® Fr. Othmar 0.5,B,

Nov, 1975 VARIOUS TOOLS IN MY POSSESSION, PURCHASED BR RECEIVED AS GIFTS: @ Z2Fp)

vl ratchet brace 6 A rivet buckler faul .
/1 ordinary brace 7nigerzs = M 1 round rivet bucklerfesf
1 23 in. wrecking bar W stub seissors
r1 "Dagco"  in snips 1 black 6% in, pliers Tené .
"Union" hacksaw frame 1 large screw driver(minus a handle){eco
1 tinsnips marked "Iynf Fauf vStock bits: 15/32 in. % in. 3 in.,
/Y1 8 in. monkey wrench . %1 7 in. screwdriver
1 soldering iron (old) 7 »l taper reamer
1 set “"Indestro" socket wx‘enches@""x’ 3 3=cornered files
1 collapsible draw shave asf 1 8 in. bagtard file
A small detachable vise ¥l 15/327(1}'32 in, wrench
»1 small ball pieh nammer #1 8% in.”scewdriver
vl coss-pien hammer 1 old-fashioned pliers fm.f
Wood chisels, %in.& 3/4 in. vi 3/8 in. screwdriver bit
&1 no. 1lo Stanley block plane 1 54 in "pleat raiser? T2«
/1 No. k 9 in. Bailey plane. - . 2 3 in. leather puncnesf'ﬂ*f
vWood bitw; 4 in. 3/8 in. 9/16in. »2  file handles(wood)
Vonoowoet Lip, (01d) 2 in.
# 2 rigid socket wrenches . Bit stock drills:. 3/8 in. Two % in. Two 3/16 1
v1 5% in. heavy screwdriver 7732 in.
% 1 socket wrench bit. v»1 3/8 in. s @ewdriver bit. One 2 in. One 5/16 in
¥2 scratch awls -1 combination small teol set(inside of a wooden
71 tack hammer handle) _ p
vl "oakleaf" tackhammer" w1 No. 12 Jtanley square fonf
1 small iron malletfred »1 small tri-wquare
v1 bent screw driver M1 large square:("winckeleisen")
2 drift pins, 6 and 7 in.fanft ,
v5 hacksaw blades Saws ag i‘ollows:/\/l No 8 rip saw.,+0ne old ;8 im.
/L 10x} in wood rasp vl 26 in. crosscut

71 8x3/4 in, file : ~ .71 "Northern King" 26 in fine cut
COld chisels: 1-3/4x6% in. Swerdrfzad 1 20 in. fine cut.
1-3/Ix8% in. 1%x6 in, 4 x74 in. »1 keyhole sgw. (incomplete

3x5% En. 1 old "Millers Falls set of carving toolsGesé
M1 "erstwing"hammer

“Wrenches: 11/16x19/32 in, - 1 No 51 Draw spoke shave Q.eui
7375x7/8 in. (3 of them) 7/16x% in. 1 o)d angle measure.

~5/8x9/16 in. »1 small 12 in, wrecking bar

. A1 tackpuller

1 8} pliers 8% in. v1 mail set

71 73 in. offset pliers vl 3/kin. rippihg chisel

¥2 3~cornerd files #1 mitrebox (small and cheap)

»1 83 in Btanldey screwdriver #1°% in rippifg chisel
/71 4% in. monkey wrench v1 7/8 in. wood chisel

-1 8 in nippers e A vl "Millers Falls"é in ratchet screw driver
"1 6% in glass pliersiuu! 1 6% in. “Kreauter" wire cutter (it
#4). Overland tire tool (antique?) ¥l centerpunch

#1 6% in pliers A prick punch
1 black socket wrench ldt. “lpair pliers
21 putty knife #1 small clawhammer

#Z1 YRoss" 8 in calipers #1 pocket machinists' rule & depth gauge
¥l 8 in screw gauge ) %1 stekl angle measure

¥l small inside calipers #£1 50 ft. metal tape measure

vl small outside edlipers +1 50 ft. Crange tape measure

1 "Zenith¥ expansion bit “ % in. No & wood bik

+ 1 "Yankee handy man" punch drill and scre- )
driver and bits (in a woeden handle compt.f%ef2

. &
1 extension chuck for straight shank drills o
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1 "snakenose'pliers Poed
vVarioug small files
M1 Ward: s Magter quality"hatchet
{1 handdxe and gheathe \in car)
wVarious amall furniture clamps
#1 old level
1l saoll saw

pal double-edge cabinet saw. 12 in,
M1 very small ball-pien hammer
¥1 small wood mallet
ML iron 10 in. pipe wrench
741 floating trowel

inside measure extensuon ruler

v1 old large crpenter's tool box (defective)
bright brass oil ean

sandpaper holder

furniture clamp racks

offset screw driver

#71 12 in. monkey wrench

41 reel of chalkline (leng.
#7 1 square socket wrench % in. square bit, 9% in.
A1 lo in. monkey wrench ?sprung)

»1 oil stone 2x8 in,

The follewing topls in my father's collection leaned to me as per memo L camnnot recall

how they got inte my possession:

¥1 Laksdide" keyhole saw.

M1 22 in. fine-cut saw ( with a'%m carved

v1 small twist drill

#1 No. 14 hackssaw frame
ML octtagenal wood mallet
M1 defictive brace

#1 good claw hammer,(straight claws)
211 9 in plane (steel) -
#1 15 in wooden plane

¢1 small tack hammer

¥1 5 in clamp

"l o0ld 3-cornered file

‘1 1x7 cold chisel

"1 1x6 cold chisel

Defective wood bits 1 in, % in, Two
3/8 in, Bit stock drills: 5/16 in.
One No 6 Two 3716 in. 3/32 in.

Straight shank drills: 3/8 in. 7/32 in. 3/162
in) Star drills 1/2 in. & 11} in. fesd
v} small filesl half round rasp 3/4 x 11 in.
;’f double scrateh awl 6% in.
/f1l cheap Winchester serewdriver 8 in. long.
1 set of 7 in. glass cutters.Guxl
vl reamer bit
vl % s rewdriver bit
Va.rlous carving tools fuf
2 nhalf-rpund cjisels (;%m??
A1 varnish scraper with off-set handle,

/8 in.

?
% in,
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or .
SECOND- HAND: TOOLS PURQHASFD PROM &1 JFSWPH PAPIQJ, T, JOSHEPR MINN.
July 5, 1966 and appraised by lumber «ft hardware man:
P13 bammor 1.257
aluminum level 2.00 "
Vi keyhole saw 754 .
2 rubber mallets @ 9O ¢ "1.80 Trel
2 wooden mel lets @ 50¢ 1.00 Set
11 smdll mitre saw : .75
VI hacksaw .75
»1 chisel .75
+6 coping saw blacdes @ 5S¢ +30
¥1 coping saw .75
vl metal saw .75
+1 set of § chisels 1.00
+) det drift pins 1.00
#1 extension bit 1.50
v2 0lé round wood bits None
v2 1# or 1}-'r wood bits @ 75¢ 1.50
1 916 " " . 50
M1 small tin snips 1.25
M1 midget crescent wrench .25
»3 nail sets @ 10¢ .30
» 1 chisel .50
# 2 fuvrnlture clamp fixtures @1. l'«'O 3.00
51 extension bit 1.75
%1 large nall pein hammer 1.25
» 1 combination scredriver .75
']l steel ruler .25
+]. 3-cornered file .50
1 amdl anvil 1.50
21 small vise 1.75
+1 dozen file handles, smd 1 .50
xlS larger files @ 30¢" I, 50
1l smaller files L,15¢ 2,10
»1 screw driver set 1.08
-1 set drift pins - 1.00
s 1 breast drill a 00
#»1 smda 1 breast drill 7) S
¥1 used tool box and content' 3.75
1 small " " " 3.007
#1 set round wood bilts, new? 5,00
A1 block plane 1.50 .. -~
2 drill stands @ 30¢ NARESETE
1 compass ,50
“1 try squarse
42 smd 1 hend saws @2.00 l4.00
1. nat 1 sets @l5¢ .60
~ 5 long nose pllers @lod 2,00
3 wood ehisels @75¢ 2235 2.25
1 lapge benech brush .50
L e

Total: $67.00
Not lipurinv in & Suanley plane and
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St. John's Abbey Phone (612) 363-2258
Collegeville, MN Christmastide 1977

'WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR AND
Have CoME TO WORSHIP HIM..

Dear friends, relatives, and dear ones all:

Another Christmastide rolls around, again reminding us that the years are passing all too
swiftly, And how are things with me?’ 'About the same" I should say. Hot sultry summer wea-
ther was again hard on my arthritic cendition, but it seems that with Fall and Winter things
have improved a little, I had so fondly hoped to return to at least part-time work long be-
fore this, but as long as the legs and knees and recurrent weak spells bother me so much, that
prospect is out, as of now, All the sweet prayers of many children for some kind of recovery
don't seem to have worked, but I do believe that they have zt least helped me to bte resigned
and become adjusted to this handicapped life. ‘

Shortly after coming here two years ago I went to work in earnest at putting together an
"anthology' or collection of "Poems about Children (of all makes and models) to be entitled
' "Of Such is the Kingdom." I have now over 500 entries for the same and have sent out several

proliminary copies to friends for their Teactions and cpinions., All kindly seem to suggest
publication, but that would entail a lot of letter-writing to publishers etc. for permissions,
and the risk of more cash than I am willing to undertake, So we shall have to wait and see.
As I read through the many poems about children the past year or so, so maiy of their dear
young faces come before me. How I wish I were among them again, to teach Catechism in the
school and to enjoy them on the playground or in cheir homes and occasionally in '"Children's
Theatre!" So I shall have to be content with just fondly remembering them all.

During the past winter I have also completely re-written (for general reading purposes) a
long 4-Act Radio Drama pageant on the Mass, entitled "SACRIFICE," I wrote this drama-pageant
back in the late 30's and produced the same on & Matual radio hook-up in 1941, The way it has
been re-written it may provide a good source of Spiritual Reading and meditation on the Mass,

1£f any of you good people would care to peyuse a ccpy, 1 am having a few duplicates made
and can loan you a copy for reading ( and of course for your upinions and reactions to the
same.) At any rate, the re-writing of this drama-pageant and the research connected with it
has again proved a most profitable habby, and of spiritual benefit,

T do believe that all this browsing around for entries intc my "anthology" has also help-
ed to think more desply again on the trememdous Christmas Mystery of the INCARNATION, the very
Son aof God becoming a helpless little child for us and forever sanctifying all motherhood and
childhood! This stupendous mystery is just more than our limited human minds can fully grasp.
The many customs and celebrations that surround the Christmas Season help us to appreciate just
a little more desply the ineffable mystery of the INCARNATION, that is what Christmas is all
about. What would our confused and wounded world be without cur deep and firm and joyous Faith
in the Light of the World, which has appeared to us on this day? May this Divine Light ever
cast its tender and meaningful glow onto all your daily concerns, and especially give a true
and eternal meaning to all family 1ife and to all that goes with it. So often in the years ’
that are past, when visiting fine Christian famlies, have I experienced a subtle sense of the
divine among them. For, every new baby is unto us a roflecticn of the divine Infant God-Man,
and a breath of the constant and sweet workings of the Almighty in your daily, often strenucus
lives! The annual recurring Christmas seasons continues to emphasize so heautifully this phase
of our entire Redemption, the years pass on, may you become ever more aware of this tre-
mendous saving Mystery and what it all means to our faulty human nature for all time and Eter-
nity. This is my prayer for all of you all at this holy Season.

The daily menentos for all benefactors, for all friends and relatives living or deceased
continue every morning, This a daily consolation, especially now that I have become too dis-

- abled to work in the Apostolate, but must rather work along with "the Church suffering on
Earth." May God love you and your dear ones, and the Infant Savior richly biless you,
Devotedly, :
Fr. Otlmar L, Hohmann, 0.5.8.
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FATHER OTHMAR HOHMANN INTERVIEW May 3, 1978
INTERVIEW:
Cofell:———== gome of that knowledge you may have of the early school

teachers around the beginning of the century.

ORHMAR: uh=-huh=-~ummmhun, .

Cofell: your father being one of them and-ah- and people like N
BN 2nd so an and gh--I am more or less kind of interested
in getting a perspective on those schools. I notice that when
you read my paper you outlined ecsrtain things in there that

apparently struck you. :

OTHMAR: yeah uh~ ah--

Cofell: so we could start out by running through that I suppose,
You seem to feel that I got the essence of the thing as
I gather from you note anyway,

OTHMAR: Yeah, good paper that, you see people living today--dont
recall that age naturally, when--sh, that transitional

period you know,

Cofell: I wouldn't remember it, I was born in 1919 the year that
. slaw.wént into effect that did so much damage in the county.
I wanted to get some information on that as to what your
perceptions. of:that law weref

OTHMAR: I'm looking for the material I wrote up last year for the
Historical society, where did I put that now, must be clear
at the end, I should have a copy of that made for you.

ah--~reminiscence of our early years---. You wanted to know
about the school, %You wanted especially about school huh--
How would you like to have me do,

Cofell: I would like some information in the first place of how the
. - .i8ghools at that time were conducted, You must have gone to
orie of those country schools your father taught inf-~

OTHMAR: up to --fourth, o fifth grade-

Cofell --fifth grade. How were the schools conducted at that--what
would have been the daily routine or the daily schedule of

studies/s

OTHMAR: Well, dad tried to make it bi-lingual as much as possible
which made it quite a,job teaching- ah-ah- the high
German- see, because dimlect for instance in 5 the Getty:
Township school there, -they had to contend with the
Hungarian dialect and the low [utch, and the Rhinelander,
you see, and other places the Bavarian diaslect was very
strong, I go over here near Coldspring--bstween Coldspring,
Richmond that was they had the Bavarian dialect .ot home, see,
and then at Greenwald they had several dialect there too and
to teach the High German was a task, Ah.-~Dad, being an
artist, why, he did a quite a bit of chalk talking, Chalk
‘talking on the board as he was talking., And,--ah,--I think
it was PFriday afternoon it was periods for art work. You
know to teach.
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Some were at the bleckboard and others worked at their desks
and of course they used that old slate, you know, the old
black slate was what they used for the lower grades,in the
Getty Township., Ah--~He had on the list of those who were
supposed to go to school as far as I recall 62 on the
list but of course some of the older ones ,stayed home for
work. Quite a bit of trouble there---they stayed home thss

“time of the year and in the fall, you see,and , ah--.

The attendance was not so good---but you sees there was a state
law,that time,as far as I.recall.that thevehildsta draw

state aid had to put a minimum of forty days of the year.

You remember anything about that,

I think there was something like that, yes.-

Forty days, now what can you do in forty days witha a
child, huh, in teaching, uh~-well we-he had all eight

the eight grades in one room. Reading-writing, all
bilingual, arithmetic that was in English and then for the
older kids, Civil government,physiology, and hygiene. I
remember those e texts vyet, Physiology and hygiene and
also government and -ah- especially in the Getty towmship
that was southwest of Meier Grove. He trained the older
girls as teachers aids to supervise the chart class-learning
from the chart and -ah~ supervising writing and phonics-and
when the weather got nice,why, some of those teachers add
classes recited outside, under,~ out in the sun under a
tree, you know. The school term was only, =I think eight
months. At least it was in Albany and Avon, I don't
remember what it was at Getty Township., And, anyhow,
everybody was all Catholic in the fetty Township. So the
day opened with morning prayersfz% e reading of the 1life of
the saint of the day which was very profitable. I think
educationally, too, reading the lives of the saints of the
day~-had several volumes of 1t--of the lives of the saints.
And~ah~ of course, there was - exercises, cslisthenics,
especially in winter,calisthenics, ah-sh- Christmas party-
and a party at the end of school which the teacher had to.
put on and ah- finance to==—-

Now dad's salary there was either~either sixty-sixty~-five
dollars a month., He had that big group, and he trained those
teacher aides., Sometimes they stayed after school, sometimes
they stayed at the house, you know, to get special g
inskruction, how to teacher the 1ittle ones, the beginners,
in thelr phonics, you know, and in their writing in which
they had very simple figuring. Ah- so, wheng thgs teacher
aide program started in Bay City after the War, why it.was
nothing new.to.me at all. 7You see, I started teacher aide
in Coldspring because we had such overcrowded rooms there,
So I made little anterooms out of the 0ld wardrobes. It worked
out very well., ---Now, ah-~~letsz see---

Now what years would this have been, What years at Getty
Townships? ’
--Eight or nine, Nineteen'eight-and nineteen nine,

N
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Cofell:=-
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You were spesking of Coldspring. The differences of the
sthnic mixture and where the people came from., You were
speaking of some kind of problems that posed for your father

a8 a teacher

Yeah, dialect. You know, See, he insisted we had to speak
High German at home.--Dialect of Stearns County mixed up
German, you see., And to teAch High German where the

problem is thig =—=e- mme— weaan I got my Iingual feel from
the first summer around here, Ah--was . pedagogically very
nicely arranged. AndBible history was taught and catechism.
Now in ~-ah~ the Millwood Township he had a few non-Catholicge-
a few Norwegian families, the

and there- catechism was taught after the regular school - I3
hours, after three or three-thirty and Non~Catholics could @V;
either go home or go in one corner there and study for o9 0

Sunday School., They went to Church in Padua, (The inﬁormant\ﬂa«
night be in error here. He speaks of Millwood township and .

of the Norwegian people going to Church in Padua. See Awf¢1)
map of Stearns county regarding these locations.-Cofell) ?’iﬁ
The Lutheran church there--ah there Were just two families >

that were non-Catholic. They were two very fine families,
Two were best friends, It was a-sort of unwritten law that
when threshers came to the farm the children were excused
which was very good because they had their mind on the thresh
machine all day anyhow., (laughs) An-ah- -those kids, the

- .0%dar children could help along---but the day the threshers

came they generally .+ only spent one day on g - farm, If
the weather was good they'd start at sunrise--snd until it
got dark-~~quite an institution the o0ld thresh machine,

Well lets see we had singing,of course, singing in two
languages., I'd give a lot if I had that songbook, I can't
think of the songbooks that they had. Yeah, there was good
stuff in. there, a And <~ah- well, lets see what else could
I say. ’

Your father taught in Millwood'ToWnship too, then?
Yes,

What yeéars would that be?

Six or seven. Nineteen six & nineteen seven,

Nineteen six & ninebeen seven

Yes, The school is still standing, I went by there lagg,,F””iEw
vyear and the school is still standing. They made a =

home out of it., They had singing of course,-~--no one

played an instrument so they had to use a pitch pipe to get

the pitch...Ah, - Diekmann was an organist or a musi&ian,

course he had a much better set-up. He was in St. Martin

a number of years and there they had---the building is still
standing, they had, I don't know, how many rooms they had

there., I think they had four,

At least four rooms in the building., I think there might

even be six.
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And he taught two and he was an organist and he could conduct
ginging a little better,
We had drawing and children were encouraged to remember the
seasons and in the fall they would bring leaves, oak leaves,
you know, and Pussy Willows in the spring aud decorate the
school somewhat. Ah--and-gh~other things in room leaves and
first flowers that came, you know, they'd bring those, This
idea of having the older girls help teach the first graders was
very -good and gave them a lot of satisfaction. --
-Someday, next time I come over I'm going to bring a tape that
has something about that , also on it about teachers. I've
run into that one before of teachers saying they survived
because ths kids were turned into teachers and what they did
was to set up and supervise that arrangement,
~Yeah, the girls were handpicked you know, they--I remember thenpe
was very fine work. I remember that they just seemed to fit
into it, you see=-=cause st home they had to take care of
little ones at home too, families were mostly large.

~The older ones teach the young ones and was a principle they
follow through in the country schools,

-See there was quite a bit of reading in the home. I mean the
older ones would read their textbooks, their primer or whatever
they had- their 2nd reader or third reader. They'd read it to
the young ones to explain the pictures in it., The MeGuffey's
had a lot of good pictures in it. You know,of .course, that
the MeGuffeys is being reprinted .again. and The Wanderer is
advertising them. I have several. I have The Fifth and
sixth reader, (Points to them) I have those two hera,

They had a lot of good pictures that y42lded themselves to

- good ugxplanation of older person-McGuffey's Reader, They were

of 'use .in English, They----except in the Creenwald School,
somebody .got the idea of substituting Baldwins which were - IO
completely unfit for reading, They weTe mostly stories of
Nordic fairy .tales and the Sagas and it was way beyond those
kids, But McGuffey's (lights his pipe) had a lot of good
points-~McGufrfey's readers.
~Well, I started reading in the Elson Readers, I don't know
whether you remember those or not.

~No. I do remember the Stickney. The Sﬁickney's were
discontinued and for sometime after we Ieft Millwood I had
some --={unclear on tape )---copies., Thoss disappeared too,

Oh, T loved those, They had the very lively pictures-—-

-Stickney. You had the Elson readers, You went to coumtry
school in North Dakota , huh.,
- uh.huh,
~Whereabouts?

-ih, Montpelier., It was really a town school that I started
school in though. There were two schools. The country school
and the Town gchool. I had to go to the town school.

- uh-huh. :

-And they used the Elson Readers,
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OTHMAR =~ Ah~ My Dad sent me to the Parochial School in Mimneapolis
gh~- part of Grade five and Grade six and there it was g
constant surpriseé~~-~to -~-ah-- have = to--FPather Othmar
Ehren the Pastor there-~--that I was knowlédgeable--well,
I'd TI~-didn't tell him. He though I was a bookworm or
something, but I picked up in involumtary memory of a lot
of things, you know, while-~ah-~the upper grades were

reciting.
Cofell: - uh, hum mmunm...
Othmar;  -For instance, Civil Government or physiolegy and hygiene

and these-~that interested me very much, We'd kibitz you
know=-wé-~ we'd listen and involuntary memory picked up

a lot of stuff that way, see. Oh; yeah, historys-

we had history too~-American history. I think I have the
whole curriculum pretty now. American History. A
and of course, there was a lot of translation in the
language sections--see from a ~-~-I think it was in German
a lot of times, a lot of transtation. How they got in all
of that in one day, I don't know~-I ~-gh --the.

- -The weak—point was mathematics, TI'm afraid we didn't get.
too much, at least, T got very little out of mathematics., I
got discouraged with it, you see. So I had to take remedial
Math when I started high school here. (At St. John's Prep.)
They didn't gh-=--~ then =-ah=--addition, multiplication and
division,of course, they had to learn the tables by heart-
heart then-~the tables, They hit that-~on that--they had
to learn the tables—~--they're simply fundamental anyhow.

Cofell: ~How did your father get hisjob, in other words what was
the process of contracting to teach a school---ah what
went into that procesa?

OTHMAR: ~Ah~~they'd go to the County Superintendent and find out
which schools were open or vacant, And then they'd go:
around to different places, you kiow. All by horse and
buggy, in those days, and look the situation over. Then
they'!'d put in an gpplication to these schools to the school
board or.the trustees, whatever they call them-~trustees,
And of--of course, they were pretty tight farmers., They!'d
they'd they would jew a teacher down to the very minimum,

-you know, For instance, Albany, outside there he got . -
forty dollars a month for eight months, imagine thatf

And, of course the horsei & And trying to keep up a horse
and. buggy and--and- family---and of course, they made money
on the side as I mentioned here in this artistic work., But
that's starvation wages, I'd say. .

Cofell: ~EVén at thaet time it was starvation wages?

OTHMAR -0h, my, yes! And some of these districts yet simply had to
up- their wages or else they got nobody or they got a very
inferior teacher and that, and that, sure s happened more. %
than once, I know places where they got quite inferior
teachBrs~m-- gh---the-~ah--at the Millwood district, the
school board -~the meeting--the school district meeting that--
that--was a pretty wild affair. They let out all of their
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hostilitieg~=-and everything else, you know. There were
foelings between different farmers. Oh, Boy! that used to
be rough time---was really rough sometimes--Get the blows in

that was the worst place for it,
~-And the teacher was kind of caught in the midst of all this?

~Yeah, Yeah! for internecine strife that was the worst place
for it.

~-What was that?
-For -for inte--for internecine strife that ,-~for infighting
for internecine strife,

-What townships did your father teache in then? What were the
Townships that you were in, what school?

-I'11 tell you right away--ah--I forgot to mention--once in a
while there were field trips. Like in Millwood Township therse
they had a steamshovel putting in a county ditch there you . -
know, They put a lot of those in draining out swamps--
two miles north of Freeport.-(Ithlnk the tapes says his fatheri
H. Cofell)~he sketched the thing in his sketchbook, sketched -
the thing, I wish I had it. It was one of these steamshovels,

" you kridow, that was quite something that moved-along-on the—- -

water that was there and,its kind of steamshovel they had on
the Panama Ceanal,and dig that ditch. County ditch as they
called it. And ~sh-, lets-see, in spring once in while we had
an oubing, I remember a picnic we had at a nice Oak grove. Oh!
the boys brought rakes to rake up the dead leaves there, this
picnic, I was a kid, once I remember there were a lot of : =
acorns and us kids really had fun pegging each other with
acorns, you know. Really had fun--, ah-=-- ghw~-Christmas
programs, =exhibition programs-that was a beautiful thing

at Christmas time-----~

Let's go back to that County diteks.-for a minute, When what
was the date on that, You went on a field trip on that...

Nineteen six—-

That was nineteen six, ok.s..

I notice when I drove by there, last year, the ditch was still
there, of course, they are draining a lot of swamps, which was
a mistake, you know. They drained too many awampas. Ah-=-~that
was the craze at that time, you see.

So, Do you remember now, What school districts or what
townships id did your dad teach school in?%
-Well, I was born northwdst of Richmond. They called it the
Englehart School right. near. the. Sauk River. The Englehart

School. TFrom there went to Albany. I forget the name of the
township. It was northwest of Albany about three or four miles

Northwest of Albany.

~would that be Krain?

-No. Xrain would be the one North, I think--Dad taught there
before he was married--uuh~-Krain---North--I haven®t got the
county map here. (This school must have been in Northwest

Albany Township.wh Cofell)
~-I think Holding is nor=-~of n@,no~--Holding is north of Avon.

Your probably right. I'11 look it up when I get back.
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-Maybe Krain, I remember--one of the first things I remember--
ige==that's where I wolke up=-~-~was the name Xrain or Kreiner=
see--the Germans-~--I"1ll tell you about that right avay, Then
we moved to Millwood Touwnship which was six miles Northwest
.of Freeport--1907 .. 1908 then to Getty Township which was
South west .of Meire Grove 1908-1909 and.then to Greemwald
where the railroad was being built=--1910-1911=~~, Then the
Bavarian Settlement:® that's between Richmond and Coldspring,
1911-1912, then we moved to St. Cloud so we lived there and
Dad came home on weekends. He taught. in the St. Augusta
Distriet.and out in the "Eher" school which was called the
Half way house an 01d~Time Inn., He taught there and I think
he taught a year , was a substitute teacher, I think it was
in Morrison County and then he quit, and went to work for
the railroad. It took him twenty-five years to get out of
debt, Imagine that! Twenty five years to get out of debt!

Cofell: and he went into debt while teaching school?

OBHMAR: Oh, Yes! He was in debt all the time and it took him
twenty~five years to get out----There were some Doctor bills
the Doctors didn't have on the books anymore., Ysh., It was
pretty hand toi.: mouth existence I'11 tell you. If mother
hadn't been such a good farmer--and put it all into-~(fhese
are found in Father Othmar's written account of his 1life. Cofell )
I thiéught I had another copy of this made, I%tall you, I will
have one made for you, how'!s that? :

Cofells:. that--Oh that will be fine father.

OTHMAR: " I was sure I had another one, Ithink I sent it to my brother,
: See , mother was a piloneer girl. So she could do most
anything, She, she couldn't kill pigs that was beyond her
soft heart but as soon as the pig was killed and scalded why,
why she'd take over and take it apart., Nothing was wasted,
Nothing was wasted, yeah,==—=

Cofell: -0k, And one of the other things I'd % be interested in
getting your comment on fatherrare,-I don't know where you::
wWere In 1919 but you must remember some of the repercussions
-of that law that wen$ into effect in regard to the teaching
of the German Language, ' _What are some of the reminisecences,

: - memories. you have. of that| s

OTHMAR: - Not much, because I was out of school then. I wasn't even
heré,. I was working during that time, But, gee, that started
in 19¥7., Bishop Busch issued an order that religion was to be
taught in English and also the main branches of the school,
That was 1917, he pre-dated that by two years, ~-gome---{draws
on his pipe=-=) .
Just how much ill will oppofition. there was,l don!'t know~~
cause, I wasn'!t.in this scene. anymore then--{draws.on his
pipe)-== still--~you see the state had. year-end. texemination
under . Schultz~--and the parochial school kids for the most
part. came. cut way ahead because we. prepared. for it. We had
‘specihlly, in. spelling,.we had. this. drilling. long.before
might have asked . so they rated.very high.in, .I remember when
certificates were given out they rated very high~=~they---even
the lazy ones got a 1ittle ambition.and .the, I went to school
in St. Cloud, .8t..Mary's, in.grades .seven. and. grade eight.

OTHMAR:
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OTHMAR;.. they =mer they even--~they got ambition and kept on trying
you see,=~-~~Ah, yes, Penmanship was taught too~-0f course.
Dad was a calligrapher too. He used to make~--make ah--name
cards for people. Ah name cards. Calligraphy. He had a
special pen for it, you know. So we had penmanship too.

As a result, why I think the kids for the most part . had

. better penmanship than they have now.. I know I gebt.letters
from my brother who never finished high school, --never
finished one year in hi gchool--—-and his penmanship is
very gooG. Same as my » Course she

. whmh to Cathedral High School, her penmanship is very good.
But I is .very legible--far more legible than mine.
So penmanship was taught toc, in fact, a lot of emphasis
was put on penmaenship, See-~both on the slate and on -the
board---ah=~the slates made a lot of noise, you know,-—some
of them had cloth frames around them which---but some of them
just took ban®g on the table;(laughs8). You wender.how a
- fellow . could conduct courses for eight. grades when there was
alwayszaspounding-noises.and the kids doing other things
other than studying.
I still remember the call out the classes~~the Civil the
civil government classes up . front. They had some benchs
up front where they recited, you see. Religion was taught,
well, in general the older ones were encouraged to answer
guestions, -the 1little ones they get it by--in their
memory-~once in a while ~: ' they were questioned too,

But how a person could carry on and take care of the
Janitor work in school, yet get the fire going and have the
Place warm .and an specially in spring sometimes, I tell you
the floor had dust and dirt on it that thick for all the
activity and boots=~-muddy boets,.you see., And there were no
bathrooms at home and the air used to get pretty thick in
those schools, At the Getty township they had put in one
of those big jacketed heaters which sucked in the cold air
from the bottom and circulated the warm air .from the topy
T don't know what the name was but there was that big big
galvanized stegl jacket around that--you remember those,

I think kids unless they were too busy with their shenanigans
or hobbies they picked up a lot by involuntary memory--a lot
of it---that proved itself in later years how much they picked
up of branches . they didn't even take, you see.

And of course, epidemics raised hob with your school year,
I got that all in here--(his written biography) epidemics,--
gcarletina, diphteria, mumps, pneumonia, scarlet fever was a
bad one, diphteria =-~-I know. “

Ah~-these Hungarians they opposed my Dad, He wanted to
quarantine the whole. school~-~well, 1t got so he was desperate,
Mother had heen through diphteria, she knew what it was,
3¢ Dad got to a .telephone at the Unity Cream Statioh~-that was
geveral miles away and called up Sauk Centre and this Docte-~-
I think is t was either Dubois or.Lewis. It may have been
both of them, I think it was Dubois.. He could swear, Like hell
you know, you see, Oh, he was mad, He had the sheriff on them.
(Pather laughs and chuckles) the sheriff with a shotgun, He
went around to the farms and examined the kids and then put

wrafe
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OTHMARY: -up a quarsntine sign and said, "If you. take this down you
are going to be in trouble with the law. Well, then,-but
smallpox too, an epidomic of that ~that-that- really raised
¥rnob with the skhool year, ~-~Those epidemics and every
winter--You had something hitting, you know, see--and ah--

Cofellﬁ Before you go on--what was that cream station, unity..

OTHMAR: Unity--~-it was near the present the présent town of Padug---
Unity @ream Statlon where the farmers brought their cream
and then they hauled it in bulk to Sauk Centre---because '

sometimes the roads werentt passable,

®dfell: Ok. I just want to get a place on it. 0k one of the things
I noted, Father, Maybe you could continue on this Epidemic
thing a little bit., One of the things I noted-that's in the
Cemetary at Meiere Grove, I think it is 1893 or 1898 I forget
the date, but there are at least 13 graves of c¢children who
died between May and Sept during that summer. I know that
was some kind of epidemic then »ut I don't know what kind it
was and when I visited there , I think it was in 1969 somebody
had been out to the cemetary that morning and put a bouquet
of flowers on one of those graves and that was at least,
at least seventy years later,

OTHMAR: Yeah, I remember some had died there and lets see--
. let's see ---some of the others---, 'If you look at the cemetary

where the children, --you find three smaller
children --or was it four --in orie row. Yeah, There was a
1ot of. mortality among. the. children, -~-Ah--they didn't call
the Doctor often until it was too late, you know, like
diphtheria well, ah-~ best thing a doctor could do was to
force a tube +hrough the block here -They didn't havethe
operation-m=—=- ~Yet saves 1life only be getting the tube through
&0.:the kid.could.breatn. Ithink it was .a tube of glass rnor
fiber or celluloid-something. --they. got. it.through there - but
it was an awful problem or ordeal. I remember wvery early
that we were---oeither I think i1t was Dubois

came out with two heavy horses on a bob.sled, { chuckles)

Cofell: - that was i father.
OTHMAR: His Dad, Yesh, we was a character.

Cofell: I imagine.

OTHMAR: I don't knowi One of his duughters, I found up in Grand
Rapids. She told us something about her Dad. She was quite
interested, one of the daughters, vyesh,--

Cofell: In fact one of the’ ‘ .there, I think the ons really
heading the Bank up there, I think he is in his nineties.
He is a very old man now, he is still active.

OTHMAR: I imagine he would be,
Cofell; He is still active., Well, Ok, Let's see----

OTHMAR: For some reagson or another, I seem to have a good memory all
those things going back to my fourth year.

(Interruption on the tape at this moment. Brother Gerard
Stopped to check with Fdther Othmar about something.)
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The sports -soutside were something else,

Maybe that would be a good thing to talk about. What they
did during recess and noon hour,

' They played different versions of baseball, see, ah=- inter

town baseball was kind of starting then. Homemade bats—-
upon that way--looked more like a cricket--like and English
cricket bat. And then for a ball-~They had a solid rubber
ball about that big (about size of baseball) and they made
their own rules and ah-- well Bor base they had various stones
or a plece of wood but they made their own rules and,of course,
when baseball really started like between New Munich and
Greenwald or between @ireenwald and Albany then they copied
more the regular rules of baseball. And jthen, Dad was down
in St. Cloud, one Easter Vacation, and he told of the
basketball games they had in the Model school in St. Cloud.
So hée explained to the kids. So, I remember, I got a scar

yet from building that thing. We put up a tamarack pole with
8 board in back and we maede a ring out of a barrel hoop, see,
from a nail keg--And somebody, someway got a hold ~gomething-
a volley ball. They brought that so we played with that for

a while~-~This was at Greenwald., Yeah, I remember building
that because the hoop came down--I got it on my nose. And
they made their own games and like boys would play deer
hunting and play horse and, of course, tag, hide and seek.

And the girls had the tendency to move to the wood pile--

We had really big piles of cord wood, and play house there,
you knowy there see~~- they had their games--girlish games-——
and we had to make our own entertainment pretty well, There
was no such thing as supervised sports---gh--at the end of the
school(year) they had some supervised sports like racing, you
know, like sack races and things like that.

Of course, if you found a wood chuck or red squirrel in the
woodpile they spent all the time getting it out, you know, and
drowning out gophers, too, we used to drown out gophers,

. And when the town{of (Greenwald was being built, they had a
project there of bullding a toy elevator out of box wood. The
Bank and things like that they made their own money, you know.
That was dangerous for a while. Then at CGreenwald we had a
sand pit right across the road from the school., We had a lot
of fun in that and someone would bring a sled along from home,
you know, and we'd do some some sliding down into that

pit there. I remember they had a lot of fun in that sand pit.
there, That's where I got this scar here. I was the enemy.

We were play Duck On the Rock and I got a rock right on the

head.
Duck on the Rock you were playing?

I remember the baseball, They didn't know much about it,
They made their own rules, It was much like Cricket. There
was .some marble playing., Hot too much.

Now let's go back to Greenwald, you remember Greenwald being
built, apparently, then?
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Yeah.
So that started about 1910, huh?

A little earlie¥s-Let's see, -1909--1909 is the first saloon
went up by '} Saloon, hotel, hardware gtore, livery
barn--ah- that is all- there was, livery barn and the stabion
which is is torn down now. Another saloon called the

Farmers Saloon and ah~-, They started an elevator-~J. Borgerding
end Company and F. ¢, Woodworth Company built another one

across the road from that. And then to esse up the competition
they- the Borgerding intersst built a second elevator so they
had three. Two of them are standing yet. The two Borgerding
elevators, they are standing yet, of. course, the- to see

the reilroad being built. We were there justwhen they were
laying the track---ah-~I never forgot that, that was fascinating.
More than once I was late for megls. OFf course, when the
railroad came through there --that was quite a point of
conyversatioa~for the school there, you see~ahji- we learned gll
about railroading watch the switching and the~ the- especially
when the rails were laid, you know, and then when the first
passenger trains came through that was fascinating.=--,

Now---did they--what kind of gangs did they have, in other words,
did they have these laborers like they 1aid the great railroads
out west or was this more or less local people that this~w-?

No, they had work trains, A lot of them were foreigners,
Italians, Slavs, Montenegrians and Ser¥ians. They had big
work trains. " See the grading was all done by horse:: scrapers--
they were--. I remember one with a gang of scrapers and one
fellow all-~all he did was to supervise the fill and then he
helped dump the holder, the the driver took hold the other,
They had the wheeled scrapers, two two wheels and some of
those big scrapers., But imagine putting up that grade with
scrapers. T don't remember see steam derricks or steam shovel
except on some of the swamp after the track was in-but when the
track was not in all they had was scrapers and Missouri mules,
I think they used to rent horses from the farmers but I'm not
sure of that. They used a tremendous lot of mules,

Well, it seems to me, I looked at one of those (grades) as I was
going up to I one day and the disteonce they must have hauled
some of that dirt must have been kind of incredible. So it must
have taken some time to put those grades up.,

Yesh, The Soo Line had a higher grade than the Great NSrthern
for some reason or other. Now before they approached the cross
over in Albany they had to bulld the grade way up, you know,
gee, =--=And you find grade down here at Paynesville where they
Cross the Great Northern track, gee, a tremendously high grade
way,.up, you know, see. At Glenwood, you find them, too.

Three stories high or more. Imagine doing that with gcrapers,
Gee Whiz---, Its, =--course, they worked long hours.

Ok, -Another thing, I was kind of interested in, Father, one of
the things I remember with a great deal of affection and so on,
and I'd like to have you talk about because that more up to
date, but back about 1950 when you were conducting those drama
sessions and educational sessions in the Parish at New Munich.
Could you talk about your %xind of carser as & director of

drama and some of those activities that you carried on---
~End of side of tape-—~turn tape -
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P ——— school in Minneapolis, now at, we were at Greenwald
where in the middle of the term Dad decided I wasn't learning
enything. So Dad and Mother both sent me down there to live
with my Aunts. Anyhow was it at middle--the Getty Towmship
school., He wanted one of the boys and myself to learn dialogue~-
And I,:I ‘didn't learn mine---I was just too stinking lazy, in

a way, I just coasted along, most of the time, just coast
along., And we got up for rehearsal, well I didn't know a word,
of the dialogue., He gave me such a bawling out, you ever heard.
I never forgot it you know., He dig hell out of me. He bawled
the dickens out of me and that kind of stuck,

S0 down in S8t. Joseph's school, the Sisters put on a very
extensive variety show at the end of the year. The income from
which paid for part of their upkeep, you see, the sistersy
They sent tickets to every parishivner-midithe’kids peddled
out tickets too, in different districts. And there they had
a rather :raw~boned-~ horse~faced Sister there. I suppose she
was a farm girl there~-and she had a k¥nack for organizing those
eight grades. 1 remember some of the .ballets she put on.

Where she ever learned anything about it,I don't know, Of
course, they had very good local talent among the parishioners,
I remember things like the "Princess Dances,' put on by the
sixth grade girls and another by the eighth grade girls--and
everybody was in costume, of course, But she had a knack for
organizing, So our grade had a Southern Plantation piece with
Minstral songs and -snd at a cotton field there. And what,
have you, And we , wer? all in burnt cork-sll in black——, you
seey And-ah- the kid she picked out for the chief role, is
either,”is either to shy or something, I don't know. So she
just told me to take over. So I took over., I liked it so just
took 7 over., 1I'd learned everything letter perfect, That's

-where I got my start.

Then here we had the literary societies, Frther Basil, next
door, was the moderator of the first one I was in. We had
speech contests and, speech contests and St. Bedes society was
Father Jerome, who died young. He was quite an actor himself.
We had-~-anyhow the program committee was supposed to assign
four or five or six to be in the program by a certain date,
give about six weeks notice and we had to recite or have a
skit or something, of course, I enjoyed that very much. It
was great fun. And Sunday night we had literary society., And so
the third year of High School, why I started getting parts in
plays here and I was much interested in that and enjoyed that..
And thenw I was out five years, see, in World War I. Then I
quit here and went to work. My folks were pretty bad situated
in finance and so I thought I'd go and help them awhile and get
over the worst and I was gone five years. T didn't expect to
be out five years but it was five years, a lot of wasted time,
but that was it. Then St. Anthony's Parish in St. Cloud, --
we were charter members of that., For a while we lived in the
area there} by ~~—=Pather Hinnenkamp, then we moved to Waite
Park in 1922, 1 I used to go down there to play tennis. They
had a tennis court., And so he asked me~--He had some alumni
from here in the parish and asked .. me to come down one
one evening, They were preparing a play-(Father draws on his
plpe——and (draws on his pipe)=---one of the --~guys said:

"This is your director," .
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So if you don't make a good job of it why he will report to

me, He is your director. that's where it got started--just--
gosh--just floored me. I was only 22 years at the Gime, it just
floored me., But-but-they were good people, the Parish was poor,
The building is still standing, the combined school and church
on a Sunday, yeah---that why we built the basement~-yeah--the
people were very poor, Very poor in those days, 8o that's
where I got a start.” Then I was just out of the novitiate-~
They gave me two literary societies, nobody wanted them, That
was Freshmen , Sophomore, and Junior, Serior. They wanted me

to take the ALA topin College, but I couldn't do that, I couldn!ty~
I couldn't bi-locate, We had no speech education in those years,
why, I don't know? --But that dropped out of the program.

So I practiced with each kid before their program--Where they
had to put on a recital or poem or an essay or gomething, I
practiced with them for' all my spare time for three - four years
like that. All my spare time, and that's where I learned to
mark up. their copy with different diacritical marks and
dynamic marks;. T just sent 5 away--I had a:whole stack of
of selections-that thick-. I just sent them away this winfer
to a speech teacher in Grand Rapids there and then-s-mm-
Lets see, I was about 4th college waspit—-= —mm == I was asked
to take High School dramatics liere and that is when I left here.
Then I was assisting, assisting = Father Clarus in the College
dramatics, So-a~ I had very little schooling, I had to learn
by doing it.

Learn by doing?

Of course, going way back, every parish practically had a
dramatic club. They put on plays and in Freeport, Albany,

and New Munich they put on a play in English and in German.
And that fascinated me at the time, I wys only four years
old,

It fascinates: * me now, that they did that Father, Its
fascinating that they did that, Any other parishes that you
know put on dramatics. Any other parishes that you know put
on dramatic productions.

Well, St. Joe,.,, Let's see, 8t, Joe-~The teacher was generally
expgeted to direct. Father Berthold'!'s Pather was a good
director. I think Father Godfrey's Dad divected, Let's see,
St, Martin, Richmond, St., Marys in St. Cloud, St. Joseph,
Meiwe Grove. Yeah-they-a-a that was kind of a tradition, they
brought over, Volksbuhne see.

How is that spelled.

Volks buhne v=-0~l~k-g-hyphen- b-u-h-n-e-- with an umlaut over
the -U-~-

b=u~-h~n-e umlaut over u,

U= (Working on his pipe,)
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0f course, some of that had experiences of that over there.
See, that was guite a going thing in. Germany, I'll glve you
an example of things that happen, Every play some funny things
khappened. Father Paschal could tell you some of them yet,
Anyhow, they put on William Tell and , and the part of
Staffhacker, I remember 8taffhacker was a big bruising character
in William Tell, Ee had leather shorts on. And his legs were
Just as hairy, just as a goats, you know, see, And he had &
wig on with bangs coming down to here. I remember he had & very
sharp eye, you know, see. And then he was supposed to play the
Alp Horn, ©WNot one of these long ones but the curved one, you
see, to summon the clans, whatever it was and then, then
afternoon the performance for the school children and some of
the 01ld ladies that wanted to come. 8o he played the Alp Horn
but it was faked by & fellow that had a muted trombone and a
muted cornet behind the scene. And it worked perfectly., And,
of course, the ladies were all enthused how, oh-how beautiful
that sounded, just like the real thing in the Alps, the
Bavarian Alps and that was the real thing., He heard that and it
kind of went to his head. So he took a few drinks before the
evening performance and in the evening you can guess what
happened, you know. Oh-he did a marvelous job in the evening,
he was such and extrovert, marvelous job--such a beautirful
full voice, you know, and he-he was going to play the thing,
played it beautifully. He took it away from his mouth, the
ting kept on playing, you see, he forgot to keep tune with the
cue,you see, and, of course, everybody roared, and- and~ he
looked a little banged, you know--and he shook the thing

and said, "What's the matter with the damn thing to-nite?
What's~-what's happening with the damm thing~~you thing,~--*
t—-Almost every play the funniest things happened, you see.
Yeah, which added to---Albany, I remember, Albany had a very.
good dramatic club and Freeport, both used to visit e&ch other
and put on plays in another parish, you see. And I think
St. Martin's had a good one. (draws on his pipe.) I got to-
New Munigh, I'd been doing pioneer work in Utah. Oh! T tell
you I was worn out., I said--"let's start that. again, I had
perfect cooperation. The first thing we put on a drama page#nt
(The name is not clear on the taps ' : )
in four acts both combination of choruses they--adult choir and
the children's choir, Four act play and then the pageantry, -Golng
in and out, you see, and we had--we turned peeple away the rfirst
performance. I turned s lot of people away., Couldn't pack the
alsles it wes against fire regulations. And after we .were through
with three performances then the trustees came and said we
shouldn't let that die. Let's put it on once more, And so I
said fine, fine. And so we fiput on another one the twenty-
seventh of December and again a full houss, wha---
What year was that Father?=-

that was . fifty- fifty-one, Ah-the~ gh-~=-the~gh~= thé
admission was sixty-five cents. We grossed over 1800 dollars
with the thing. '
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Well, I and my wife attended one of those plays you put on
out there, I remember——-~- layed the part of the
Virgin Mother, You ramember:

Yes, That wss Bethlehem, Yes,

Yes .
Yes, That's right, ‘ Oh! She made a perfect
Madonna.

She was beautiful,

‘Perfect Madonna. Her whole character and everything. Oh.

If I had some blown up pictures, I let the..photographer
take there, I pgot them all in my Romantic Album“there.“I have

a old album full of pictures. '

Nice o

Oh, Yeah. She was ummmm. Yeah., That's right, yes, that was
Bethlehem, That's the one. Yesh. You most likely saw the
repeat performance, the 28th of December, it was., Yesh the -
Feast of the Holy Innogcents, I think. So there -next. We put
on Joyous Mysteries and the Imaginary Invalid and Everyman.
And about this time of the year we would have and evening of
comedy. There was just horsing around, Comic Meélcdrama and ah-
sh- Oh, I put on a good classic, The Lawsuit, That's one, of
the finest exammples of Comedy, modern comedy, I can think of,

I translated it from the German, The Lawsuit, Two fighting

-farmers, fighting over ‘property lines and that struck home,

you know, (chuckles,)- 'Gee, it was terrible---And sll the

ad libs they got out of that you know. They said the peopls
roared. I let them go on ad 1lib, if they lose their lines
why they wolld find them again. But 81l that (=—mee= ) was
tremendous you know. Yeah., | EGTGTGEzNGN. was in it
too, you know. He(had)the part of the jailor. He looked
about as deadpan'as he couldive. You know ;- do you,

Yéah, I think I know him. I know his brother, '

About as deadpan as he could, you know, see., Aand a -tried to
separate thess two farmers fighting in the jail, yow.. know. or-
oh-gosh that was tremendous, the Lawsuit.,. (draws on his pipe)-
I put on the Song of Bernadettey Heidi, Iw-- :

I remember a couple of those, I think it was the_Song of
Bernadette we saw also-~that you put on.

I was rebuilding a stage---I was a little comcerned about the
fire exit& -on the side of the stage and I thought we would
get a little more room, So we kind of remodeled z little bit.
I was working at that in October-~-not 6ctober, in the summer.

I was going to put on Lady of Fatims in October Whish
Cathedral (high school) put on at Melrose, by the way. I was
very much impressed with it., And then the Abbot, drives up.

He said, the Bishop wants you in Coldspring by Friday. This
was Tuesday--=-that was a shock, NOW== w=m —e ac w-

You did some of that at Gdldspring, too, didn't you?

I just had time to put on one, that was Hansel and Gretel.
I put on Hansel and Gretel at New Munichj;Too. :
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OTHMAR: I pution.Hgngel and CGretel there but that was zll the time T
had because, gee, that was a werkhouse, you know,-gosh--lot
of problems thers,r—=-- —=ve -wa

Céfells: There was one more question I thought of as I-when we were back
in the schools, maybe we can ge back to that and sh--one of the
things that oceurs quite frequently in the literature is what
hoppers during sterms, Ah-- partiecularily as it is assceiated
with children say ecaught im schools or something like that,
What do you remember about some of those storms that must have
occurred in the area when you Werg=emew we?

OTHMAR: Well, I remember ah-~one especially where Dad tried to read to
us during the storm, tried to read to us. This was a bad one
really. He said if the building starts lifting, I remember
him saying, ©. ~ that if it - starts Iifting you dive under the
desks~~-we had the more modern desks at that time the Hoch
desks, the 0ld Standard, you know., I remember him telling---
in fact--~ he practiced that with us, He says if thé building
will shake but that wont hurt---There was a funnel like looking
cloud in the west that looked rather dangerous---oh boy--eh
the -ah-~--there was a tornado hit that time around Paynesville
I think it was--~anyhow he says now if the building starts
lifting you dive under the desks--

Cofell: Desks?

OTHMAR: Desks, Yegh. I think he read to us, I remember there was
terrific lightening, He was trying to calm us, the kids~-
kind a panicky, you know, At the Getty Township a blizzard
came up and Dad dismissed the schoel early, I guessa the farmers
weren't expecting it either, - He did hiteh up the horse end the
sleigh and he was rather worried about the kids going north in
the Schmiesing district, there —~-and --gh, He found a few that
were sick, couldn't keep up, by that time, of course~-why by
that time he met some of the farmers coming with bob sleds and
buffaleo robes and things like that, Of course, I expect it was
one of these fast ones--Like the one we had Armistice Day.
years later. And, of course, the farmers were asked to watch
if it looked like a blizzard coming they should get the kids
from school in their horse and buggy-with their horse snd sleds,
you ses,

But I remember that tornado like storm, There were a lot of

storms that year and -ah- he tried to calm them. We had g
bad one in Getty Township’-too. Dad would read to the kids
trying to strike them--the lightening was very bad at Greenwald=
there. Gee, it was a regular display for a long time. Now--
------------------ Yeah, it was even difficult in those days
to get even necessary supplies, The farmers, the trustees,
‘wepe” all pretty .glosed fisted you know..--It was hard to get
anything~~ =~ ==-and the school house~---I got that all in
here. (Points to his paper) often itwms a little bit of a
doll house we lived in- in Millwood township we lived in the
0ld school--~logs-~ccvered with ship lap. Had to put straw
arogund the base and cover it up with sneoWws--to keep the cold
out in winter. They had a fair house in the Getty Township-~-
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- bank up the ground, :

-there.,~-Bavarian Settlement again the o0ld school~—mmm=-

that was primitive living, I'11l tell you,~~-Almost fro%e

in winter---Gosh., ©No insulated building. Of course, the

log house can be pretty warm but you have to bank up the bottom
because there is no foundation, those logs just rest right

on the ground. )
Water froze in the winter timef?---
Oh, Yes! you Bet! VYeaher-~-

You must have burned wood then?

Yeah-~ -~ the school god a certain number of cords that the
trustees bought from the farmers, They contracted with them
----And theyzsin the house, we used to buy wood too,~-~-but
then Dad would agree with some farmer to clean up his woods
you. know-~-take out the dead timber. The stumps which they
had grubbed, They'd pile up the stumps-, you know; Dad
would take them and trim them off with an‘ax-and a wedge,

I never saw any coal or---: until I was nine years old in the
Millwood township---no, Getty Township, I still remember him
bringing the coal home.That was quite a novelty to us., It
was hard coal, Brought home a quarter ton, whatever it was.
One of the néighbors brought it for us in his lumber wagon.
Then Dad and Mother would get a good base of "ecoal burning and
then they'd take a stump and that was trimmed off and put a
whole stump in and the cgal would act as a catalyzer that

was goed. for twenty four hours, When a stump:starss burning,
you know, why it goes ithrough a lot of heat. - .Why, upstairs
we had a drum on the stove pipe to heat the:upstairs,. Otherwise
that would have been pretty coid. The houses were not . T
insulated. We--he-==~In a northwést wind you'd sit by the stove
and you were warm -and you back was cold,. you ses, and in the
kitechen water in'a jar or-basin or anything would -freeze.,
Nothing was insulated, All therse was in the building, outside

- was..sbudings, plester and inside ship lap and aiding over

that, - The warmest houses were log houses.,.: In.Millwood township
and: the Bavarian Settiement, there old log: sehool-w=but to.« -

Well, I can remember some of thatlrgther,-Evon in the nineteen.

. thirtles the--most farm houses had not been insulated, At least
~out.in:Dakotge~ - - S R EEL L LS

No.

'“And--éomyou they heatad pretty much with the rediant heat
‘again and ah---snd 1f the wind was blowing why--ahnd you were

on -the wrong side of- the stove, . Why you had one side warm
and: the other side cold=== ' o

And we had no screens on the windows-ever--as far as I
remember and sc¢ mother had to make screens out of Mosquito

bar

Yeahe= .
It was spretty hard to get any repairs out of the trustees
for the house espeéially : -
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"Now, in view of all this---this reluctance to pay teachers
- and expecting the teacher--but, of course, maybe the farmers

lived in much the same kind of situation.

Well, most of them were past that., And they were getting
good crops, getting a dollar a bushel of wheat nineteen---

In Greenwa}d they were getting a dollar twelve at the peak
which was good in those days, a dollar twelve. But they
were ever tight-They were thrifty, of course, but=~ew---=and
it was typical to bring home to some of them, that the kids
would need eduecation, you know, they thought that forty
days, forty days, that's enoughi What can you think of in
forty days% ‘What --there---you had a continually-Zeantellingt-
remind and pound and poind,you know, so~. the kids could come
to school :as much as they could, that they had to stay home
from work no more than necessary then they catch up again.
Very often, get one student to sit with another one---and---
ah-~ .’ have them review what they had during the time they
Wwere absent., It was a constant jobesa --really frustrating
Job"as you can imagine~=frustratinge=-to=cgho=--gh get. them

‘eaught up, you know,. see, of course,  somstimes, at least

they had the olddr omes and gometimes -amother would help them
catch up.in their reading snd their arithmetic and things 1like

- that,” but it wes frustrating. o
Now, as you recall most of thesé people whén~theyﬁcame ovew -

from Germany and so on what wa® the educational. background of

many of these people,

That varied, see, some--gh--not all that came over were poor.

= MMM~ =
Of course, a lot of those were living yet at the time I was a
youngster, They had money. see, Some gettled. first in
Illinois an Ohlo and then they got the news of free land up
here, you see--ah--a lot of them didn't come directly -from
Germany.” They came by way of upper New York State and Ohio,
I1linois, I, Mother's folks came from there---and -=-ah--

some came even from Wisconsin. That-was the first geuneration,
but when I was a youngster,--well,-ah----they were going from.
the log houses into the big brick or frame houses--ah---a quite
a few were building-oh~ roomy > framg houses or brick houses,
Their families were increasing, of course, and the log house

was generally put into storage space for grain. It had a

floor, you know. And everything--and- ah=-they stored their
grain.there as far as I recall. Let's see, cur neighbors

in Albany-~there, Y built a big brick- houge~=-Millwood
Township there wasem built a frame house--JIEER' s

in Millwood Township--~How they got that whole family into that
log house, I don't know, I never figured out (laughs~---)/
Yeah, They were pretty small?

Yeah-~~Yeah--ali--now whether some of them slept up in the
garret, you know, see, 1t had maybe a window on each side,
Just imagine how cold it must have been. Thet was the =-the
era of. - of- a -building better houses,. And--ah--grain had.

-a.good. prices=ah===I don't remember . how. the cream situation
Masm=the~mahe=¢very town had a creamery. by that time, --where

they.would haul their opeam in and ahe~I.cen. still.see.them

. ..drive’ up ‘the: buttermilk spigot outside fill their cans with

buttermilk‘for the pigs. (laughs, chucklessm-)
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~Uh~ mmmm— o o
That was frae you see (laugha and chmnkles aémgymorq)a

'buttarmilk free---yemh—-- M

Yﬁah. that'a ah-nn—-c_
‘I have a story in here, This was in the. Millwood Township-

We had Hungarians 1living there,. A whole raft. of them, they,
1 ‘guess they all left, They went to"St," Bernards Parish in-
St. Paul, Anyhok it was early spring-=-and--ah=--there was

a rap at the door, 1I"ll never forget that picture, I was
about six and half years old-~that time---may. have been
seven----and Dad opened the door, There stood about five

or six men with lantern and one had a torch., They had a few
shot guns and a few brush scythes and they wanted Dad to go
along.---There was a spook down in the---well=--ife had a great
big swamp--back -ah-- back of the school property in there---
that's all hayfield now---and agh--they wanted tc go out and
get the spook--ghostlike swamp lights, don't you see. So
Ded tried to convince them---No,No, they told stories about
Hungary, you know, about ghost storles over there spooks,
night spoocks, you know. And all that. So finally invited
them in, He says well, warm up~ He happened to have a full
quart of ah--Dad 's Best Whiskey, (Chuckles) . I guess
they emptied the bottle, I don't - don't know whether they
went after the spook but the, what they saw were swamp light,
you see, How they got ignited, I don't know, but=-ah-~swamps
were old enough that the methane gas would.in some way
ignite, How, I don't know., and ~-no--there was & Spook~~
spooklicht-~spooklicht-~yah, Those fellows only seen that
once, I remember that--(chuckles)-—they went. eut but . .. Dad
had such a laught over it thatunnu ;

He knew what it wag=d=

Yoahe=oyoah==Swamp ligh%sw@Lamghs) - (@huckles Y- They lceked
1likeé something out’ of the French Revolution~wthose fellows,
rough' characters standing thers with their -brush scythes, -you

know,-and  the shot gung=-==-and ‘clubSe~=(chuckles) They ‘had a

story, now, whether ' that's real. or apociryphal,... They had
a story thai the fellow had stayed in the salooh- too long--~- .

. was driving home, was spring time-- too and he thought sure he

Cofell:
OTHMAR: .

Saw, a very brilliant spooklight and -gh~~ard-ah=«he-had a
blacksmith's -mm~-a blacksmith's maul that he bought. He tied
the horses and he went out in that field to see what the thing
was and he knoecked Hell out of a plow=--~a farmer had been
plowing and--that caught the moonlight, you see, that the plow--

. that's what it was, you See, and, of course, the impression

was that the thing was moving-~so went and: knocked hell out of
the plow with that new maul. (laughjg)e~=

I wonder, what did the farmer say the next morning?

I wonder, ~-~Laughter)---Spooklicht. There was quite a bit of
superstition - . among the Hungarians-~that they brought over--
and they could tell ghost stories--sh~-when they had a. party

at a house~~-a get together for some reasnn or another they'd
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OTHMAR: get some of the old timers talking ghost stories and bear stories
you know, see,----It would really draw the-long bow sometimes--
We had some of these fellows that, they were born humorists.
They could draw the long bow and Lell tell tall stories---
half the night sometimes, you know, see, . Yeah-~-I :remember
one yet, just a  1little of it, you know. How ‘he talked -
about-gh-shooting - jackrabbits, you know. ' and-- she= he kinde- . .
he says=--~Yah, I vent over to plck up the yackrabbit and the
yactrabbit was licking---was licking off the sault=~the
buckshot-~he was licking off the buckshotw~(laughs)e==
(The preceding was in dialect and sound's. much better on tape
and. givea scme ides of Father as a dialect humorist himself)es
I-gh-=I"11 have to do a lot of reminiscing to think of some
of.the. ghost stories-~that they brought.over from Hungary but- .

t

e \ah--some of’ them sounded pretty raal you knew---aoe. RN vl i
Cofell: To a kid, anyway. S
'oTnMARs Yesh, .To a K14, Yéghee=

Gofell. Another thing you might, I .don't know whether you've ever .
- ‘said anything ‘about: it-=but-~when.you were. -younger,. There must
. have been some other kinds-of. recreation in the.ares.%oo,.then,"
. I know there was:beer drinking and. so..on: but. what Were some
of the othepr types of reoreationAthay were,engaged in. How did
they have fun? How often? ‘

. OTHMAR:s 1We11 they had .square. dances~+square dancesn~and square dance
o on an old floor with aix inch boards-—mostly of: pine wood,
You could scrape up scrape up the dust.next .morning pile it-
that high, you know., -They had one in. our small. place, one

.night, and next morning, I Had a.lot.of: fun--any old pliece of
card board and making a pile out of the 'saw'dust. See a lot

of them came with hob-nailed boots, you. know, .see~~-(chuckles)-~
The floor never looked the same after that.  Ahe-our. Bavarian
neighbors had a =--wedding---and sh-- they had a-dance in the
granary-~=~Did you ever hear of the German Schuhplattler?
Well===my Daddy--~he used to laugh so much at it he used to
embarrass mother, He thought it was the funniest thing he
“evér saw. It wds a kind of heel and toe dance (demonstrates)
.I have one. I have one on a record here~--Uhmm-- ?77)
Put on. a Schuhplattler~-ecec——- -- and had a little dog called
trusty and he got out on the dance flcor became all confused
and one of the women. stepped on his front foot-~-and he bit .
her in the heel----1 can still see that dog, she kicked that
dog;, she never missed a beat in the fmusic. I can still see
that dog——~(1aughs)—---never missed g béat-~--(chuckles )=

. The real Bavariang they used to put on the Schubpliattleres -
they'd get-~they'd get-sh-fesling-well with beep=-ah=~its a
hesl and toe,===it ==it--itd really -great,you see, ———

. ==(Pather demonstrates the heel & toe. again)=--It sounds like
. a whole bunch, You'd tap=--~unified tap. dancing, you know,
..-888, "~ and these weddings, . I got that. in here generally on

4he porch they net one sighth of . beer but half a barrel and
oh. they would . sing--ain four voice the things they. brought
over ’from Europe,.you know. . Sing .so.two .op.three would go:
to have a few dances and someone else © ~- 7 would take over
and they they would carry that.on to the wee hours. singéng: -
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FATHER OTHMAR: Page 21

-Oh, some of the most beautiful singing in four voice--Yeah
some military songs, some very sentimental~-they had a lot

of singing.,

A four voice that means four voices?
Yes.

Bass, Alto--~?

That's right.,

Soprano-~-sh- .
Yesh-~gh~-see~~a lot of people had accordians, And , ah--
long mouth organs--Cenerally enough to .make - enough music

that was a lot of home made entertainment, TIn Greenwald we
used to go to-the | 21 the Winters ang the==they
generally had somebody playing the Accordion--and we spent the
whole eveéning singing. And-sh- there's beer of course, and

in fall there was cider, Whenever, there was a: wedding in the
neighborhood ... Dad would==~ paint an 0il ‘painting, generally

- of a plece of scenery, spend quite a " bit of ‘time on it,

give that to the bride, the couple, you know, Some of them
vwere pretty big, by gosh--about that size there; ~-(points to
a about 2x 3 picture on the wall)~ Spend weeks and weeks at
it, you know, How he found room in & smsll Place like we
had at Millwood, I don't know, How we. got along, thdi's
where my brother was born, He was the fourth childewas,

Are ‘séme of those paintings still around the country?

Yes, I wouldn't know where=--I have a few amall ones here,
Ope of them is is in the used to be at St; Joseph's :
Parish, Waite Park, Picture of St, John . Almost life size,
tall one-gh~-~once in a while I hear of. =ah-=They find old
painting ‘in an attic somewhsre. I hada few amall ones,

I sent most of them to the kids, I just kept -a: few, Ah= my .

Blster just died recentiy she had.a big-oms of - Christ mnd
. the Rieh Young Man- ande-- - o ~

That’s one your ded painted?
Yoahwa=It was & COPY,=ta -Gopy?ih - .ii

Y o N ) oo ik L PR
ok AR X

I think our time on the tape is juat mbout up Father, And
«.I'31 come: back another time-~but’ a-couple of more notes,
+ .. . What was your Father's name? - . - ' '
OTHMAR: < o

 Gofells

Ok
OTHMAR:

Now was he born in Germany?
No, ' ‘
He wasn®t?

He, was one 'of the first Pioneer Children born in the. §t.
Cloud area, 1859--Just a few miles from here, - '
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the Swigs ooMe‘inltherejI“dQn’t know, Its & Swiss name--

'PATHER OTHMAR: - page /22

n

-Bgrn.ip Stearns County?

ﬁhahuh;;_' o S
And your mother was??? who was she?
She was. That!s part Swiss, Now where

And she was born in Stearns County too?

Nono., Fountain City, Wisconsin, See, she was- a pioneer girl
and a pastry cook by training. So she could help herself,
You know with the meagre conditions we had to live under, you
know, Yeah, we kept pigs when we could, There was no
refrigeration in those days . We had to salt everything down
and pork--made - everything into sausage, you know, And in
the summer --well by mid-summer--the young chicks were old
enough te = butcher., I remember how tender they were then.
One after the other would get the ax you see, She always

haed chicken and pigs. '

And raised a garden?

Oh, Yes, a big garden. Always had a cow~~-=that cow was a
regular pet. Ma used to curry it and brush it like a horse.
She couldn't see cow dirt on the flanks op anything--so she
take everything off with a brush and then curry comb and

the cow liked that you know,

We generally had Jerseys~~We had one Hereford---and a calf
every year and that's quife-a heart ache -whenwhen the calf
is just so yoUpffdve fun. with it, you know and then they
would sell it to some farmer,you know--for a vealer or a
heifer or raigse itw==- ' :

I hope‘ﬁhat gavé you gverythingan-f-fém.

~end-
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May 6, 1978

Parily Theater Froductions
&% 7201 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood Calilornia 90046
Dear Sirs:

Baek in the AO*% T wrete & four-act drama-vagesnt on the Facrifice of the Mass, en-
titlez »S It was produced -twice ofer radia, origir:‘-% ng at ;Mandan Ne. Dak,
and s*yreuc ,vcr stetlons of ihe then Mutual network. Comsents and recepticon seemed
quite ).._.xoau;.Le. Tse play was produced in four “a'u—lf.ow r instalmente dveing Holy lieek

of 141, ieft over some copies of the radiv version, 2nd have recently re~write
ten the copicus footneies and references,—-for gencral reading purposes.
g &

I was wondering whether some firm ndght be interested irn vroducing this drama-passnt

say in 1Oma. wovie by training & dedicated east for same, Lach ot is eo f?es:Lgned tial
cc~~'l= be presented cne sct at 2 tin;' 01d age hzs cavert un with me during the busy yect
snd T am now "retired” with arthtic disabilit by, ard could hardlv think of more than
giving '\dwh,c and suggestions to any firm that mght wish to produce it for the market,
for instance eatechetical projeet for old end roung,

emd havd salvaged ,..tr rael-to-reel

I have a nuzber of copies of ithe rzdis verwlon
tape &Acts I and IIT from old recordings of the redic produciis n, which heve sur*nved the
years., I weould be willing to lcan these mamerntos fo amune interss The ~1sy iines
ur as feliows:
Ad Ts: Type gnd prophecy: bce-‘ ne 1: The =aerifice of Adem znd kve.
: “cene 71 The Oar:rif: ¢ of Felenrisedech
Scene 3: The Sa f-r“icc of Abrgham
Scene L: The Jewish *abernacle. The ‘reyer of Moses
Act II. The “rewise and Ory of dhe Centuries: Scene 1: The lonping for the ;:.\roaised Re-
Sgene 21 The t’ﬂtar of th {deumer
Seene 31 St. Paul's Lethe: ows, 3t, Johm's Corpel.
: “eue 4 ¢ Christ's Funlie Synagogue gt Cacharnaum
8ct ITT: Fulfilment 1‘me and Yrovhecy: Secenc 1: the Last Suunper.
: Zeene 2: The #ltar of et
“eene 31 The Altar of Salvary.

FINS .
Trere is muech music and singing in the play. 3onigs are very siusple: same of them were
composed for the occasion.) I have all the musie in hektorraph copie Time of playing
(for radio) iwo hours. °+.~.glﬁg, costuming and ldizhting hinte anu o+her produc'blor
supgestions in preface, At vour convenlencs lflncl advise wrether you weuld be inter-
ested in orewsing a copy of the radlo version, and jperkars the aceer mpanying musie, to
see whelher the vroduction has any possibilities. (I w'\"lJ like bo think 5f this "opus"
pertans living after me. Thank you for any resctions snd/or sug:estions you might heve
to offer,and for any inberest you wmight have teward mossidle sroduction in 16 mm film.

Sincerely, )
or, Ytrmer L, Hohmann
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St; John's Abbey,
Collegeville, Minn, 56321
(Phone: 612-363-2258)
Christmastide 1978

Dear Friends, & Relatives, dear ones all:

Well, the time is here again for an annual "Christmas newsletter." Due to
very stiff and arthritic hands, I shall be able to write ounly very few, if any
personal notes this year, -- (and T have mo stenographer.) I had at first thought
of omitting Christmas letters for this year, but remembered all the fine holiday
messages and greetings received during recent years, which call for at least some
simple return, so here goes:

As I have mentioned in previous Christmas letters, I had so hoped to be back
at least part-time work in the parish Apostolate by now, such does not seem to be
in God's plans. The hot and sultry weather of the summer again seemed especially
hard on my condition, and for the winter months I shall most probably be again
housebound. However I have confortable quarters here, and can get some needed
exercise in the long corridors in these buildings.

This not being able to be at my beloved work in the parish Apostolate (for
43 years) has been quite a constant frustration, but I try to be resigned, and to
keep very busy, especially on "off days." Too frequent spells of weakness interfere
a lot with these good intentions. A new prescription has just come out for arthritis,
so will have to wait and see what relief that might bring. I guess the good Lord
wants to show me that I was pot indispensible, and that I had better try to endure
at least some of my Purgatory here below.

1 was able to get up to Grand Rapids, Minn. (my last assignment) for Jume 4th
for a special celebration to honor the Pilgrim Fatima statue. T was surely impress-
ed with the edifying and devout interest shown by so many, -- especially the all-
night adoration from Sunday evening to Monday morning: All that has prompted me to
read again the latest books and information on the Fatima apparitions, and all that

they cad mean for all of us!

There are many lovely woodland paths here on monastery property which I hiked so
often in younger years, but my present condition of course, prevents all that. When
one's legs become disabled, that just can not be ignored, believe me! 1 now have
much leisure time to think over past years, —= which have flown by all too quickly.

I would guess that Furgatory might be something like this,—-namely looking back to all
the mistakes and misdeeds etc. during one's past life, and to make amends. My present
situation also gives me time to pray OTE, and at this time of the year to meditate
on the stupendous mystery of the INCARNATION,~-which is after all what Christmas is
all about. To think~that the eternal Son of God became one of us, to change entirely
the history of ourw sinful humanity, and to help us gradually become more like Him
Unto Himself! The more we meditate on all that comes to us with the Incarnation, the
more tremendous the mystery becomes to our weak human understandings,-~just too much
for our limited human mind and soul to grasp im its entirety. In this earthly, life
We can only "with Mary gaze" and with the years hope to better understand this divine
Light of the world that broke unto us at the first Christmas morning!

—over-
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With no definite improvement in my arthritic comdition, it looks as though
my working days in the Vineyard are over. Three years ago in my farewell talk
to my beloved kids T mentioned "if that's the way it is to be, so be 1t." Now I
shall have to live up to that! Every day I recall memories of so many fine splendid
youngsters I loved through the years in my various parish appeintments. Every day
I remember them all in my prayer mementos together with all friends & bemefactors,
living and deceased. That is a daily consotation and also that I can offer Holy Mass
almost everyday. Since some of you have asked about Mass intentions,-yes I can take
care of amny, since I no longer am obligated by parish requests. I also ask to be in=-
cluded in your kind prayers for me, who now sort of belongs to the "Church Suffering

on earth,"

May God love yoﬁ and all your dear ones, and may our Infant Savior richly
bless you at this holy season.

Devotedly,
Fr. Othmar Hohmann 0.S.B.

Had T been there, a shepherd lad,
Woolen~cloaked and sandal~shod,

One question, Mary, would have been;
(To you it won't seem odd)

What thoughts were yours, Dear Mother, when
You looked into the eyes of God?

Fr., Jos. Gillespie, S§.J.

0SB HOHMANN_00691




1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

My name: _Fr, Othmar {Leo) Hohmann

ADDRESSES OF MY CLOSEST RELATIVES

Name:

Address:

City & State:

E)

Telephone Number:

Name :

Address:

City & State:

Telephone Number:

3

Name:

Address:

City & State:

Telephone Number:

L]

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:
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LENTEN INVENTORY FOR 1979 Fr. Othmar Hohmann

Please list below the more valuable items which have been committed to you
for your use. In addition, those gserving in parishes and chaplaincies are
asked to mark these items so that they may be clearly distinguished from
items that are the property of the parish or the institutionm.

The list is to be returned to the Abbot at the end of lent. ON THE REVERSE,
please give the names, addresses, and phone numbers of your closest relatives.,
Thank you.

Those living and.working in our missiom in Puerto Rico or in Japan should give
their Inventory and their list of closest relatives to their respective Priors,
though each Prior should send me his own Inventory and list of relatives.

One Underwocd "Typeﬁaster" machine -

One F M "Magnavox“ﬁédie (portable)

One "Channelmadter F M -A M Radio (to be dispesed of)
One "Sony" Tape recorder

Chest of tools

Oee cheap Record case

A Stock of phond records
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE REAL MEANING OF CHRISTMAS Christmas~tide, 1979

~ In this letter St. John the beloved disciple, (who stood at the foot of the Cross to the end)

" writes most warmly and béautifully: "WHAT WE HAVE SEEN WITH.OUR OVN EYES, WHAT WE HAVE LOOKED
UPON AND OUR HANDS HAVE HANDLED: OF THE WORD OF LIFE, AND THE LIFE WAS MADE KNOWN AND WE HAVE
SEEN, AND NOW TESTIFY AND ANNOUNCE TO YOU THE LIFE ETERNAL WHICH WAS WITH THE FATHER, ARD HAS
APPEARED TO US,.,AND THESE THINGS I WRITE TC YOU THAYT YOU MAY REJOICE, AND YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL.,"

It was John the Evangelist who penetrated most deeply into the ineffable mystery of the
INCARNATION AND CHRISTMAS and the mature of the God-man Jesus Christ., (The Church reads the
beginning of John's Gospel for the third Christmas Mass.) In his groping for some fit expression
of this tremendous Mystery, John calls Jesiis Incarnate, '"THE WORD.'") John knew that this form
of expression had a very special meaning in Greek culture, and he uses it from all possible
angels: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD." For
Jegus the WORD was in the beginning with God in timeless ages before, and "in the fulness of time"
assumed a human nature in the astounding mystery of Christmas. '

Seven centuries before Bethlehem, Isaias "the Evangelist of the 01d Testament” has seen in
prophetic visionm the Babe of Bethlehem: ''THE PECPLE THAT WALKED IN DARWNESS HATH SEEN A GREAT
LIGHT: TO THEM THAT DWELT IN THE REGION OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, LIGHT IS RISEN,....FOR A CHILD IS
BORN TO US, AND A SONW IS GIVEN US, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED WCONDERFUL, COUNSELOR, GOD THE
MIGHTY, FATHER OF THE WORLD TO COME, THE PRINCE OF PEACE!" '

To continue with John's Gospel, "HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, AND ALL THINGS WERE MADE
THROUGE HIM AND WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE THAT WAS MADE."” HE therefore was present when each
one of us was called out of nothing, when for the millionth millionth time the Blessed Trinity
spoke: "Let us make man, another human child, to our own imagz and likeness." "IN HIM WAS LIFE, °
THAT MYSTERIGCUS BEGINNING AND STATE OF BEING ACCORDED TO US AT THE MOMENT OF CONCEPTION,—-"'AND
TEAT LIFE WAS THE LIGAT OF MEN," through which alone mar can come te a knowledge of God. ¥THIS
WAS THE TRUE LIGHT THAT ENLIGHTENS VERY MAN THAT IS BORN INTO THIS WORLD.," This divine light was
infused into our priceless soulg at the moment of Baptism and made us children of God and heirs
of Heaven. What a tremendous and conscling Mystery! "AND THE LIGHT SHINES INTO THE DARKNESS,"
through the constant flow of Actual Graces into our souls. So, through the Mystery of the Incar-
pnation we reéceive that heavenly Light from the God-man Himself. "AND THAT LIGHT WAS THE LIGHT OF
MEN...AND THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS," but for so many, "THE DARKNESS GRASPED IT NOT. BEE
CAME INTO HIS OWN AND HIS OWK RECEIVED HIM NOT...HE CAME INTO THE WORLD; AND THE WORLD KNEW HIM
NOT!” WNeot in our days? TFvery time omrneglects or refuses and Actnal Grace, cne dims that Light!

St, John the Baptizer was to bear witness to that living Light, which appeared publicly, thirty
vears later and was proclaimed and pointed out by the Baptizer: "BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES
AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD!" In spite of world-wide neglect,——even 'by His own," the tremendous
Good News remains with us, with these startling werds of the Evangelist: ", . BUT TO AS MANY AS
RECEIVED HIM HE GAVE POWER OF BECOMING SONS OF GOD, TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME, WHO ARE
BORN NOT OF BLOOD, NOR OF THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOR OF THE WILL OF MAN, BUT ARE BORN OF GOD! St.
John simply could not use plainer and at the same time more powerful language to explain His
Mystery that through the Incarmation, we are 'born of God," in a relation, unseen buf none-the-
less real, and far more intimate and mysterious than are the bonds of human generation! To
accomplish all this, "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US,"--Making forever sacred all
childbirth and childhood, and to make pleasing to God ALL men of good will, and to show us how to
know God and to come to Him!
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Page 2

...UAND WE SAW HIS GLORY" (On Fabor and in the Resurrection and Ascension) "THE GLORY AS OF
THE ONLYjBEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. FOR GRACE AND TRUTH COME THROUGE
JESUS CHRIST., NO ONE AT ANY TIME HAS SEEN GOD. THE ONLY~BEGOTTEN SON (that divine Christmas

Babe,) "WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HAS SEEN HIM!
"OF HIS FULNESS WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED, GRACE UPON GRACE" (through an entire life-~time.)

All this began in "the fulness of time" on that first Christmas night,-~to endure forever,--
for Christmas is actually forever. In the Churech’s Liturgy, Christ is born. Shall our Heaven be
spent in the full comtemplation of the joys of an eternal Christmas and the never-ending cele~
bration of the glorious Mystery of the INCARWATION?

During Eis public mission that same grown-up Babe of Bethlehem,—-the INCARNWATE WORD Said: "I AM
THE LIGHT OF THE WOBLD. HE THAT FOLOWS ME WALKS NOT IN DARKNESS AND SHALI HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE".

.."BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS MADE, I AM!"

"Whatever elece he lost among the years, In the pure soul, a2ithough it sing or pray,
Let us keep Christmas still a shining thing; The Christ is born anew from day to day;
Whatever doubts assail us, or what fears, The 1ife that knoweth Him shall bide apart
Let us hold close ope day, remembering, And keep .eternal Christmas in the heart.
Its polgnant meaning for the hearts of men.
Let us get back our childlike faith again."

~-Elizabeth Stuart Phelips

-=Grace Noll Crowell

A CERISTMAS SONG

And Christmas is a solemn time But not .alone azt Christmas time
Bezause beneath the star Comes holiday and cheer.

The first great Christmas Gift was given For one whe leves a little child
To all men, near and far. Hath Christmas all the year.

—-Florence Evelyn Dratt

Could ewery time~worn heart but see Thee once again,
A happy child, among the homes of men,

The age of doubt would pass,~-the vision of Thy face
Would silently restore the childhood of the race.

—HJenry Van Dyke.

Lines for the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25.

Lord, when at Gabrilel's stunning message

At once in Mary Your human soul. divine came livings—-
Perfect God-man Redeemer,--to INFORM

A sacred body unto day of glorious Virgin-birth;

So to, when of human love conceived,

Surely then, my living spirit new, Iimmortal

At once from all-creating Godhead came!

Wean, through all the realms of time,

For millionthmillionth time was echoed:

"Let US make man to our image and likeness own,"

By holy plan to grow into full-time,--unto Salvation;
Forever sacred made by God-man's Incarnation."

"¢ think, good Jesus my Szlvation
Wrought Thy wondrous Incarnation!”

—~Fr. Othmar Hohmann 0.S.B. March 1976
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ON THURSDAY, 8:30 P.M., JANUARY 24, 1980
Father Othmar Leo Hohmann, O.$.B,

BORN JN RICHMOND, MINNESOTA, JANUARY 28, 1900;
PROFESSED SEPTEMBER 22, 1926; ORDAINED JUNE 7, 1931;
DIED PEACEFULLY IN THE LORD.

Father Othmar was born into a pioneer Central Minnesota family at the turn of the cen-
tury. After finishing high school at St. John’s in 1918, he was an office worker for five
years, being employed at one time by the Great Northern Railway Company. He never
lost his interest in railroads and remained a “buff” throughout the rest of his life. In
1924 he resumed his duties and starred as the leading actor in The Silver King, one of the
most memorable plays ever presented on the local stage. As a young monk he tanght
German and moderated literary societies and dramatics. His subsequent carcer was
spent in pastoral activity, He served first as a missionary in the Bahamas, then later in
Utah and among the Chippewa Indians in Northern Minnesota. He was“also a member
of the St. John’s Mission Band and held pastorates in New Munich, Cold Spring, and
St, Josepli in the diocese of St. Cloud. Other parish appointments were in Mandan,
North Dakota, and in Hastings, Detroit Lakes, and Grand Rapids in Minnesota,
Wherever he was stationed, he made¢ house-to-house visitations which he jovially refer-
red to as his “door-bell and coffee-cup” apostolate. His zealous cfforts encouraged
many to renew or recover their Faith. Many parishioners still recall the morality and
children’s plays, such as Everyman and Heidi, which he found time to stage. He also
composed a radio drama, Sucrifice, a treatment of the Mass, which had its premier
presantation over the Manclan station in 1938. While in retirement since 1975, he
prepared a notable collection of children’s pocms. Older confreres will long remember
how he regaled them with Stearns County German folk tales. Father Othmar died quict-
iy three days before his eightieth birthday, ready to greet the Savior Whom he heralded
so well in speech and song while in our midst.

FOR THE REPOSE OF HI§ SOUL WE ASK EACH NOVICE AND PROFESSED MONK OF OUR ABBEY TO
OFFER. TWO MASSES IN THE MANNER ALLOWED BY HI$ PARTICIPATION IN THE PRIESTHOOD OF
CHRIST. WE ALSO RECOMMEND OUR CONFRERE TO THE USUAL PRAYERS AND MASSES IN
OTHER HOUSES OF OUR FEDERATION. THE CONCELEBRATED MASS OF RESURRECTION WAS OF-
FERED ON MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 1980, AT 3:00 P.M., IN THE ABBEY CHURCH, FOLLOWED

BY BURIAL IN THE ABBEY CEMETERY,
\ p T&WM 0-5 /5 \
ST, JOHN’S ABBEY W !

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA ABBOT

OTHMAR LEO HOHMANN, 0O.5.B.
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Born in Richmond, Minnesota

January 28, 1900

Professed September 22, 1926 A !
Ordained June 7, 1931 !
Died January 24, 1980 |

I know that my Redeemer lives, i
and on the last day
| shall rise again.

In my body | shall lock on God, .
my Savior.

I myself shall see him,
my owh eyes will gaze on him.

This is the hope | cherish
in my heart.

. St John’s Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota
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COLLEGEVILLE — The Rev. (
Othmar Leo Hohmann, OSB, 79, 1|
died Thursday at St. Cloud .
Hospital. ] ]

Funeral services will be '3 p.m.
Monday at St. John's University
Abbey Church. Burial will be in the
abbey cemetery, - . .

Friends may call after 7 p.m. Sun-
day at the abbey church.

Fr. Hohmann was born Jan. 28,
19NN in Rischmand ta the late

" entered the Benedictine commumty

in 1926 and was ordained in 1931.
He was a teacher and moderator of
lit Societies and dramatics at '
St. Join’s University prior to his
pastoral ministry duties in the Ba-
hama Islands and the state of Utah,
He served as pastor for parishes in :
New Munich, Cold Spring, St. Jo-
seph in the Diocese of St. Cloud and
retired to St, John’s Health Center B
in 1975.

Survivors include sister and' ,
brothers,

- -

He was preceded in death by two ;
1

sisters. /-2 S?”J/ 2 // :27 .

N

T Wentarh tiaes”
[

o

)

ALBANY, MN

. in 1931, He first held an ap.

tah, dnd as pastor o John's
b 7 S
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Benedictine djes at 79

COLLEGEVILLE ~— Father
Othmar Leo Hohmann ‘0SB,
79, a monk and priest of St.
John Abbey, died Thursday,
Jan. 24, at the s Cloud
Hospital,

_Father Othmar was born in
ﬁ)l{():ngﬂd on January 28,

He came frrom a pioneer:
Stearns County family, His
fgthgr taught in. varjoys
dx;tnct schools in Central
Minnesota and later was a
Great Northern railroad em-
ployee, -

Fath‘er'Othmar entered the
enedictine Community in
1926 and was ordained a priest

FATHER OTHMAR '

. parishes in New Munich, Colg
pointment as 2 tesche. and Spring and st Joseph in the

m%dt:jrator of literary societies diocese of st Cloud.
and dramatics at St, John’s, He also held appointments

He spent most of his later i i
career in the pastoral ministry, Raprso ot Lakes e Orand

serving in the Bahamas, and

the Health Center at st.

oo e ML
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THE REV. OTHMAR LEO, HOHMANN,
0SB ' = wloeo
The Rey. Othimar Leo olimann, 0SB,
79, a monk and priest of St. John’s Abbey, -
died Thursday evening, Jan’ 24, atitlie St .
Cloud Hospital. "+ . :
Funeral services were Monday, Jan, 28,
in the Abbey Church. Birrial was in the Ab.
 bey Cemetery, .~~~ 7 cear
" Father* Othiar Yas Born i Ric
Jan. 28, 1900, to

Parn

- pioneer Stearns vuuuy ALY L 4500 sacises
. taught in vatious ‘(_ﬂstrl,c;‘. Schools fn’ cén..
. Aral Minnesota and ;ldater was a_.Great

Notthern " rairoad employee.. Father
Othrar entered *the' Benedicting. Corn-
mufity in 1926 and was ordained a priest in
1931. He first held an’ appdintment as a
- teacher and moderator of “literary,
'socleties and dramatics at Sai W's..!
He spent.1riot of his later. career in the
pastoral ministry, serving in tii Bahamag
-and Utah; atid'ag pastor of parishes in New
Munich; Cold Spring and St. Joseph in‘the.
diocéseof St: Cléud, He 2l$0 held appolnt-

- dents ifiBetiolt Lakes hnd Gratid Rapldy, -

2
St

n 1975 be Tetired to the Health Center at

ipn. domn's” In parish-Work he’was par-

-Helldrly interasted T staging adult and
children's plays and in census-taking,

mong

Bahama Missionaxy ;

joanama - cota
PRSI

f ot . + .
Rc\sf?C fimal' Hohminnh, 0.8.5, @
e ey
ilo the ‘Unifed States and myived:
¢ ‘United Stz\tes’ a1:1 Rk K
hocrct:hSunda;', after four _\ea}; mon!
Cmieslonarvy tervice jn the Baham
16];2‘35‘ Qthmar has been as?sjgnc;\c:.

to du‘Ly in the Catholic paris -
aandan, North Dakota, Whgré i~
| idcbrang_ Bickhott,” OSB. 2|
H{ormer St. Cloud priest, and 'Q\rto;'.t
’Bahama missionary, is the pastor;

i SREREENE
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FATHER OTHMAR HOHMANN
BORN: Richmond, Minnesota 1-28-1900
PROFESSED: September 22, 1926
ORDAINED: June 7, 1931
DIED: January 24, 1980 age 79

After graduating from high school at st. John's, Leo Hohmann was an office
worker for five years, being employed at one time by the Great Northern Railway
Company. In 1924, Leo resumed his studies and a year later, entered the novitiate,

As a young monk, Father Othmar taught German and moderated literary
societies and dramatics. Subsequently, Father Othmar began a long period of
Pastoral ministry. He first served as a missionary in the Bahama Islands,

then later in Utah and among the Chippewa Indians in northern Minnesota.

Father Othmar held pastorates in New Munich, Cold Spring and st. Joseph in the
diocese of St. Cloud and Mandan, North Dakota; Hastings, Detroit Lakes and
Grand Rapids, Minnesota.

Wherever Father Othmar was stationed, he made house-to-house visitations which
he jovially referred to as his "door-bell and coffee-cup” apostolate. His
zealous efforts encouraged many to renew or recover their Faith,

Many parishioners still recall the morality and children's plays he found

time to stage. Father Othmar also composed a radio drama, "Sacrifice", a

treatment of the Mass, which had its premier presentation over the Mandan
radio station in 1938§.

Father Othmar returned to the abbey in 1975, and in retirement prepared a
notable collection of children's poems. :

MAY HE REST IN PEACE
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Hohmann, Othmar Leo, O.S.B., 1900-1980.
Papers, 1917-1979.
SJA Manuscript Collection 14

Location: 2/G/3/6
1.8 cubic ft, {2 archival boxes and one record storage bex)

Update: 16 May 2000

ABSTRACT: Collection includes three photograph albums (1918-1975, two from the
Bahamas Mission); plays written by Father Othmar;, correspondence and Christmas letters .
(1933-1979); a journal account of a hurricane in the Bahamas (1926); journals (diaries) of
Father Othmar’s experience in the Bahamas Mission (1926-1936); an interview by Bill
Cofell (1978) (audio cassette and transcript) and reel-to-reel tapes of a performance of
Heidi at Sacred Heart School, New Munich, Minnesota (1952).

ARRANGEMENT: The files are organized alphabetically by name.

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the
collection is open to all members of the public.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: Father Othmar was bom on January 28, 1900, in
Richmond, Minnesota. After finishing high school at St. John’s Preparatory School,
Collegeville, Minnesota in 1918, he was an office worker for five years, being employed at
one time by the Great Northern Railway Company. He professed as a Benedictine monk
on September 22, 1926 and was ordained a priest on June 7, 1931, As a young monk he
taught German and moderated literary societies and dramatics.

His subsequent career was spent in pastoral activity. He served first as a missionary in the
Bahamas (1932-1936), then later in Utah and among the Chippewa Indians in Northern
Minnesota. He was aiso a member of the St. John’s Mission Band and held pastorates in
New Munich, Cold Spring, and St. Joseph, Minnesota. Other parish appointments were in
Mandan, North Dakota, and in Hastings, Detroit Lakes, and Grand Rapids, Minnesota.
Many parishioners recall the morality and children’s plays, such as Everyman and Heidi,
which he found time to stage. He also composed a radio drama, Sacrifice, a treatment of
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the Mass, which had its premier over the Mandan station in 1938. Fa