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Are any membets of your family aflieted with epillepsy or insanity?
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Aittérae Testimoniales

Proesentes Inspecturis Selutem in Domino!
Cum ex praemissa diligentl investigatione Nobis constiterit Dilectura Nobis in Christo

_Gulielmum A, Eekroth . .. exlegitimis natalibus in paroecia S.

Josephl 2 in locoms’nda'n'North,.D &kOt'_a.._,qﬂr‘.um, pie

educatum atque in religione christiana bene instructum, moribus bonis ingeniogue praestanti ormatwm, honesta
vita ac fama conditioneque integra commendatum, neque inquisitum aut aliqua censura, irregularitate aliove
canonico impedimento, quod sciamus, irretilum esse, neque opitulandi parentibus necessitudine gravatum
existere: Nos per praesentes litteras indubiam fidem facimus et testamur nihil, quantum cognoscere potuimus,
ex hace parte obslare quominus praefatum D..__ _Gulli}imu;m A',EGKTOth ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, _ut ad
statum religiosum admittatur commendemus.

In quorum Sidem has Testimoniales litteras manu Nostra subscriptas sigilloque Nostro et Secretarii Nostri
suhscriptione munitas expidiri jussimus.

Datum....._...Bismarek, M. D. | ex aedibus Nostris Episcopalibus,

Die_48,.mense. Jundd ., A . D,._1945 .
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Looking to the Past and the Future

Looking kWack over this pest year, I see a very dlffereat year
than I had been accustomed to living hefore my eatrence into the
novitiete, Before, I had been full of big ideas, lots of activity,
bhed been always doing something - in short, I was a typical student
of the world. Yes, I felt I had a vocatlon Lo the religious 1life
and I tried to be regular in my religlous duties, but I thought then
that the novitiate was the place to become holy and that therefore
there was no need to start early. Now I-feel ashamed of the atti-
tude I then held, for I see that 1t is never too early to start pre-
paring for such a noble calling as the religious-priesthood. And of
course with such lax preparation, it was but a natural consequence
that doubts would fill my mind at times regarding my vocation. They
came plentifully and forcéfully, sometimes almest overwhelmingly,
when the novelty of the novitlate changed into rbutine. But now that
the end is approaching, after having trisd to be obedient and there-
fore make a serious novitiate, I feel rather convinced that this 1s
my calling, and I hope with God's assistance to persevere in it.

Yes, this was a very different year for me, not oniy materially -
rising earlier, spending more time at prayer, beinglunder closer su-
pervision, but also spiritually - becoming more spifitual-minded. I
probably have not done as well as it would heve been possible, as
well as some of the other novices have done, but I have tried to be
obedient, to keep occupied, and to advance in perfection. I reallze
T em far from St. Benedict's concepticn of monastic perfectlon; never-

theless, T believe I am closer to the coveted goal than I was a yesar

ago.,
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T have learned not %o be too presumptuous of my own strength and
capabilities, T thought last August that I was becoming a fair swim-
mer, but my mind was suddenly changed when I had to be pulled out of

I naively tried to maintain the Ist tenor section of our
I

the water,

chorus in the novitiate programs until I made several blunders.
thought I was a rather up-and-up card player until some one foresfully

reminded me that talking across the table is just as bad when it is

done jokingly as when it is done openly. I discovered that 1t is not

always the person or persoans who make the most points in a volleyball
game who really win the victory. I have learned that I cannot carry

onh & conversation as well as many péople can and that T amn & poor de-

fender of a point under discussion., I have come t0 the conclusion

that more is required of each individuel in the religious life than

T had at first imagined,
I enjoyed performing all the menual labor which fell to our lot

during the year,
But as to the future, when I will be a clerilc, and still later,
with God's grace, a priest, I do not know what to.say. T would llke

to coptinue to do some outdoor lebor, as a cleric, at least periodi-

cally if not regulerly, if I could. When a priest - St. John's has

a very large ield of actlvity, but where I would it 1n best I leave
to the discretion of my.superiors. RBefore entering upon my year of
ncvitiate, I felt no inclination to the pedasgogical field, but in the
course of the year, I have dlscovered that a person can do a great

deal of good for souls in this fleld. But this does aot mean I con-

sider myself qualified to be a teacher. I am not very convincing as

an instructor, at least so I felt in our psalm-study classes, but I
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would perhaps improve. One of the advantages of being an instructor
here at 8t, John's is that a monk resides at the Abﬂey and therefore
lives the qpmmunihy life fully. ' There does not sesm to be any parti-
cular field in inmstruction that appeals to me most, but I do not think
I would make a plausible English teacher, because my own English is
so poor, and I am not very imaginative wher it comes to writing essays.
1 did not like chemlstry very much, but I did enjoy my history and
mathematics classes. German? - I do not know even enough to -conversse
meagerly. ZLatin or Greek? - I do not know them well enough or possess
enough facility 1na the application of them, though T did enjoy search-
ing through Latin writings for material for the two articles I prepared
for the Musiva.

goncerning missionary 1ife = before my novitiate I could nefer
have pictured myself as a missionary, but I see now that a missionary:
has & great opportunity to gain eternal merit. I do not know whether
I'would have the patience and cndurance necessary for this f{leld.

One thing that would appeal to me in belng placed in & parish is
that T could give more vent to my activism. What I mean 1s that I
could work more with{my hands - repairing and improving the buildings
and property, There are also many drawbacks - living outside the
monastery, temporal and secular preoccupations, irregularity of time
schedule, and the fact that I am not a good speaker. I like to do
manuel lapor, even if it is only cutting weeds or cleaning sprouts
off potatoes. But I do not enjoy writing papers or speaking in
publie.

In summary, I am willing to undertake anything that my superiors

impose, and I have no intention to suggest any gpeeial field of labor,
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because f believe my superiors cen judge better by their own exper~
isnce, where I could best save souls and at the same time 1lnsure my
own salvation. I think my health is good enough for whatever be
comeanded me; I like community 11fe and manual labor, and the Divine

offiee in choir.

Frater Richard Eckroth, 0,3.B.

i Richuil Eckn, 0.4,
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AUTCBICGRAPHY

I was born on June 21, 1926, at Mandan, North Dakota, the tenth

child In & femlly of fourteen. My brothers and slisters were :

- Of these,
who were all older than I, died ln infsancy.

My father was born in 1889 aomewhere In southorn Ruksla the last
of five children of German emigrants. The family arrived In America
on November 11, 1891, and went directly to Mandan. My dad was educated
in the Mandan public schools until at the sge of fourtesn he began to
work for the Northern Pacific Rallroad.

My mother was born in 18980 at Mandan the fifth
child in & femily of seven. Shortly after her birth, the femily moved
to Dubugue, Iowa. Her father was killed in a farm aeccldent, and her
mother drowned a short time later while trying to sawe my mother's
brother whoe had fallen into the Mlsslsslppi Rlver, and who mlso
drowned. My mother was cared for by the Frenciscan Sisters for several
years and then sent to a private home. When she was about fifteen, she
cemé back to Mandan with her older siater

I den't remember much of my youth, but wheh I was five, my mother
tock me with her to vislt in Aberdeen, South Dakota. I was
too small to apprecimte the trip or even te recall what teok place.

One sumer dey the ssme summer, I climbed to the top of the kitchen

cupboard when my mother wasn't looking and fell about elght feet to the

floor with no asppesrent injury.

OSB ECKROTH 00010



(2)

I slept with my two older brothers on & couch in the livling room
until we bullt two additional rooms upstsirs when I was six. We then
had plenty of room, and sven extra room when my two brothers married,
and joined the Benedictiine Sisters &} Sty Jogephy Minneasota,

I sntered St. Joseph's School at six. My first grads was memorable
for the F's I recslved in splte of the fact that I cheated in most of
the tests - especially in spelling clesa. I spent my only day in a
hospital this year whenm I had my tonsils removed.. I beoame sick the
Sundey scheduled for my first Communion, so I waited a wéek and made
mine privetely. I was also confirmed the sams year by Bilshop Wehrle,
gince 1t wes his custom to confirm young. I believe 11 was at thls
time that I first concelved the 1dem of becoming a priest. I probably
formed 1t as most youngsters geb notions of the like, but I kept my
desire, though I don'} know what caused me te form i,

During my second year of school I began to improve and took more
interest in my studies.

When I was sbout seven and my oldest brother was still courting
his bride-to~be, I couldn't understsnd why he would always tske her
riding in the evening, but never my mother, I didn't think it right,
so ene afterncon I determined to remedy affalrs by purchaslng a huge
lock and key, which I attached to the gerage door. T dldn't stay for
the fireworks, but fled to my aunt's house when he triled to geb the
car out. He finally menaged to smash the lock when he couldn't flnd

either me or the key. I kept out of his sight for seversl days, and

1t passed over without serlous conseguéence.

T think 1t was this same summer that I had the flght in which I

recelved the small scar on iiy forehead when one of my pals threw hls
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toy water gun at me. But it was only one of our usual guarrels, and

we Soon were once more the best of frisnda.

We had a small shed in the yard in which my dad head railsed dogs
in former years. But since we no longer had any dogs, we kilds converted
1t into a club houss. One Sundey morning as my cousin and I were coming
from our bmsement with our pockets full of grapes, we found smoke blllow=-
ing from our club house, We caused a lot of excltement by raising the
cyy of "fire", and after it had been extinguished by the garden hose,
it was learned that and our nelghbor " hed caused the
fire when they tried to light & prémature Halloween pumpkin with straw.
We recelived quite s scolding from my dad, but the hardest part to take
was the fact that our club house was merely & hulk of charred embers.

, and hls sister . nd I

theh began the construction of s series of shacké againét our garage '
out of scrap lumber and frult crates. The ene we consldered a master-
plece was carrled off by unknown pranksiers on HAallowsen and deposited
on en empty railroad flat car, despite the planks we had laid on the
roof to add more weight to 1t.

During the winter a relative ( I think she was m great-aunt )
came from Switzerland for an extended vlslt. S8he stayed moat of the
yemr, and I was especially delighted by the odd-tasting chocolates
she brought with her. She acgquired a speaklng kmowledge of Engllsh,
a0 I no longer had to pester my mother with questions ms to- what she
was saying in German.

In the fourth grade I was fitted for my first palr of glasses

which I broke ramther frequently, I also began to peddle the local

daily paper, but I never bullt up a thriviny business. The money
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T earned I kept in s pig bank which could be easily opened {which was
its ususl state.)

One day while Father Marcellus was giving us religious instructions
1 began to day-dremm. Just then he aaked ﬁe a very simple guestion to
which the rest of the cless was eager ta answer. I aclmowledged that
T wasn't listening and he reprimanded me severely for 1t. But I was
in greaster dread of the good Sister I had for a teacher when she would
see me after class. But she mist have filgured Father had glven me
enough, beceuse she never sald a word sbout 1t.

I began to serve rather young because I lived close to church and
could be reached ¢aslly when a server was needed, We had a very good
instructor. She was resther striet, but we galned a sense of respect
and reverence due the services at the altsr. 4nd it was woe to those
who were absent without a flawless excuse, ’

, end I were usually together in whatever happened - so 1t
was only natursl thabt when one began to collect poatage stamps the
other did likewise. But we soon found it better to combine our efforts,
with the result that we bullt up qulte a sollection. At lemst we con-
gidered it large, end we enjoyed the effort we put in 1t.

T liked very much to plek wild frult. In fact one¢ day I persuaded

end a pal of ours to walk about eight miles with me to plck some
wild plums, but when we arrived at our destination we found the trees
bars. We lost a friénd that day. Bubt we were successful at other
times, and my favorite pile was the kind mom made out of June berries.
They were well worth the effort connected with pleking each single

berry, for they di1d not grow 1ln olusters.

OSB ECKROTH_00013



(s)

The first day of Christmaes vacatlon during the fifth grade I went
to bed with soarlet fever. hed already been 1n bed with it for
a'week or so and we were.soon followed by my two younger brothers

« You cen imagine what a Christmas we celebrated
that year. I recall trying to .sit up and act cheerful when the healthy
onos opened thelr gifts, but the effort was too grest and I was forced
to return éo bed. However ws all rscovered with little or no lasting
results.

I invested five hard-earned dollsrs 1n an oid bicycle, but I became
thoroughly disgusted with it when both tires became flat. I could not
afford new tires, so I cut them open and inserted & rubber hose 1n each
one, Thils proved very uncomfortable, but 1t worked. I determined to
g6t rid of it after I had panted and sweated the nine mlles té Fori
iiﬁéoln and back while my pals rode comfortably on their bikes. I
would have felt mshamed to 3sll 1t (it was so poor), so I gave 1t to a
cousin in the country. By working Saturdays in my cousin's grocery
stora, and with the eid of & losm from ny brother I menaged to
buy a good blke for twenty dollars, and this I kept until I left for
8t. Jomm's,

During the summer I formed a close friendship with e classmate
from mcross the tracks. He had an ldeal shed in which to raise pigeans,
80 I wrote my cousin ', who had in the meantime moved to Blllings,
Montana, to send me some Pligeons - since he had offered to give me ss
many as I wanted. Six errived in a short tims and before long these
had multiplied into about forty. Then the feed bill began to hurt our
pocketbooks, so we ate @ number of them. After we relensed the flock

to forage for themselves, too many threats came from his neighbors,
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with the result that we had te'move our flock 0 his grandmether's
farm near Huff, N. Dak..- sbout fifteen miles from town. That was the
lagt of our pigeon venture, for the coyotes killed off all our bilrds
except two which flew back to thelr ¢ld roost in town.

That same summer the Heart River rose very high during .the June
rainy season and his home waa flooded. The water felt warm, so we
apent the afterncon wading eround his yard unmindful of the denger
about us. For when the water recesded after a few days, I chanced
to step near the wall of the house, only to feel my foot go through.

T jumped back and further investigastion showed that there was just a
thin crust of dirt over sn abyss of water which still filled theilr
basement., You see, the house had stood on the ground wlth only a
small furnace room cut out of the dirt whilch hed been enlarged by the
flood waters and into which I would have fallen if I had gone through,
I sursly walked more cautlously after that.

Tbat autumn my dad taught me how to shoet a gun and took me along
on many of his hunting trips. But I was a poor shot and never killed
mich, The highlight of that season for me was the day I shot a prairie
chicken, I believe that 1g the only one I ever did shook, for thers
are not as many any more and the few remeining are rether wild. However,
I enjoyed roaming over the pralries carrying g shotgun l1ike my dad and
older brothere. My joy was usually dampened somewhat by the fear of
rattlesnakes, but I never met any out hunting.

I don't recall any memorable event during the deventh grade except
that 1t was the only year I completed wlthout being absent s day from

school., I had the servers' Insbructor for teacher, so I often got out

of clasa to serve for funeral masgses.
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During the summer vacstion I helped in what way I could in the

construction of a six room addition to our school. Then dad took

and me with him to Mauston, Wisconsin, to visit
It was our first reml train rlde and we hardly slept for excitement.
During the helf day we waited in St. Paul, Pather Angelo showsd us the
Cathedrgl, the capltol, St. Bernard's Church, where he was then assistent,
and other points of interest. He hms been a friend of our family ever
since he was assistant at Mandan. We vislted my sister a day and a
half, and returned home by the same route.

We had purchased a gas stove when I was only sbout six, S0 we no
longer had need of our big brick chimney in the kitchen. We dsstructors
went to work when my dad gave his consent. But he was rather surprised
to find the whole chimney gone when he came home from work 1n the eve-
ning, I .‘ . I v '
. I 1iked to be up high, and when we shingled our roof, you should
have seen me run around. But I nearly sllpped off the roof one day,

80 I guieted down consldersbly.

M& joy was unbounded when my cousln _ whe 1llved next door to
us, seid he was going to tear down the barn in hls back yard and that
we could help him., It was a very dirty job, but the dirtler we became,
the more we liked it. Butb oﬁr interest wanod considerably when the
time came to clesn up the mess end to plan A new garage to take 1ts
place., He was then on hls own, for, though we were good destructors,
we certainly weren't constructors.

Ono autumn day during my last year of grade school, my glasses
fell off while I was playing footbrll. They beceme mutllated, of

course, so I decided not to wear them any lenger.
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In the winter our specilal delight wes to cut flgures out of wood
with a jig saw and paint them. Never a week wenit by in which we dldn't
' pester the menagers of the grocery stores for thelir frult boxea. They
must have become rather angry wilth us et times, but we didn't mind, we
woere heving fun.

The last year I was home I had to get up early every Saturday
morning toe go wilth Father Othmar to the Stmte Reformitory, where he
heard confesslons and offered mass for the Inmates. I was rather sur-
prised at the dilsrespect and pmssive attitude they expressed as a
whole.

A very memorable day in my 1life was one in January, 1940, when
I was hunting rabbita with my dad and brothers, As was our oustom,
we dldn't care too much for game laws and shot pheassante any time of
the year, Just as we begah te hunt, a huge cock pheasant took out bf
the brush near me. Of course I shot 1t, We hunted for some time end
brought s number of rabbits back to the car. Because we wers gulte
far from howme we thought 1t safer to conceal my pheasant, so we placeod
it under the rear cushion.

Later in the afternoon we were just returning to the car in order
to leave for home when another oar appromched and the head of the
North Dakote Geme Department stepped out. You can imagine my conster-
nation ms he asked to see our game. Well, he found the pheasant on-
my brother . the phessant he had just shot m few minutes befere
after missing easy shots all afternoon. The others were surprised,
for snd I had been alone when he shot the pheasant, and none of
the others knew he had one on him. My heapt Just asbout stopped when he

esked to search our car. I was amazed at the possible hiding places
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he uncovered for ua, but it wasn't very humorous at the time. However,
he must have besn satlsfled with the fsct that he found the one on my
brother, for he dldn't search diligently encugh to find mlne - though
he did reach under the cushlon where 1t was hidden. I sald hardly s
word all the way home, but I resolved never again to act in like manner.

Finally June arrived,. and I graduated. A couple weeks after
graduation, six of us fellows each contributed about ten dollars and
gpent a week in the Black Hills of Sputh Dakota. We had a grand time
te say the least. We mmst have driven about six hundred miles and saw
the Passion Play at Spearfist, South Dakota, Mount Rushmore, Devil's
Tower in Wyoming, Leasd and Deadwcod with thelr huge goldmlne, Rapid
City and its School of Mines, Mount Harney, the highesat point east of
the Rooky Mountalns, the Bad Lands, and varlous caves,

Father Hildebrand arranged for my eﬂffy to St thn'ﬁ. 'The year
before this another of my sisters had entered St,., Benedict'!s Convent,
and was 1in the novitlate when I entered St. John's. Boarding school
was & novelty to me, for I had always been accustomed to staylng home
8 great deal. But I withatood the first weeks of homesickness and
grew to-like school betbter every day.

Thé firast year passed by very repidly fdr me - must have been
the regular schedule. I belleve I was more homesick after that first
Christmas vacatlon than at mny other time in my five years here.

But the semifinal exsms soon took my mind off home. Everything at
St. John's, delighted me, but the Immense tracts of forest and lake
ospeciaelly pleased me.

One winter day I was knocked senseless while tobaggoning. I was

in a daze most of the afternocon, but I eventually regailned my ssnsed.
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That certainly was a strange sensatlon. I could see, walk, and telk

all right, but I couldn't, for the life of me, imegine where 1n the
world I was or who I was. I thought and thought, btut I just couldn't
come Lo any conclusion as to what my name wes. It dldn't ococur to

me to ask one of my meny companions who wers stending about me and

staring at me at times.
I must have worked rether hard that year, because at the gradua-
tion ceremonies I was awsrded the gold medal for the freshman class.
During the summer and I went up to Billings, Montana, to

spend & couple days vislting our eousins there, It was our first

and only trip tc Montana, and we reslly enjoyed 1t. I also spent a

week thls summer shocking wheat. I seemed to hit the hottest weather

too, for the thermometer reglatered over a hundred one dey. Just after

I left for school, (I came back three weéks eafly upon request)
and his femily moved to Muskegon, Mlcohlgan, where he has liwved sver
silnce. I enjoyed those three weeks back early more than any of my
school yesrs,

My sophomore Jear slso went by very rapidly. But this year I’
took more interest in sports - espec;ally begketball, In faqt I
even went toe Minneapolis once with the tesm ~ though I couldn't rise
higher than the B-team. I don't recall enything outstanding that

happened during the yeer except that eour family spresd out some more

with the departure of my sister ‘or Seattle, Washington., She

wes soon followed by who is at present in Alaska.
During the next summer vecation I turned cawrpenter amd painter,
I helped my uncle paint hils house, then helped build a small home,

and rebuilt our gerage. I &mgaln spent a week shocking wheat.
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As for my junior year, I agsin played basketball, but not much
better than the year before. During the year I was very surprised
to receive a scholarship through Fater Abbot from a kind lady in
St, Paul whom I later met upon two occasions. TIn the spring of the
vyear I was very amazed to read ln various newspapers that Mandan was
flopded, I didn't belleve it untll I saw pilctures to prove i1t, and
recelved word from home that it was true, and thet our house too was
flooded. I could hardly walt for Easter vacation to arrive to see
the results of the water. Fortunately our house wasn't dsmaged too
greatly though the water had fllled the basement to the floorboards.
1 agaln received the class medel thla year.

I held a reguler job duriné the summer 1ln s tallor shop - that
of dry-cleaning and pressing clothes. It was rather hot worl, but
I didn!t mind 1t mueh, In August, when the buslness was slaék, ﬁe
‘took the boilers apart, cleaned theﬁ, and somchow finally put them
together again., Then I put a new roof on the oleanlng bullding.
About this time we begen some repalr work at home, so I quit my job.
First we had to recement part of a basement well that the floed had
damaged and then we tore off our front porch and built a screened-In
one on the side of the house. A csrpenter was hired, but we ﬁroved
to be of great sssistance, I had to leave for school before 1t was
completed.

My last year of high acheol was easier than the others, but I
didn't work as herd and my marks bore testlimony to thet fect, T
earned 8 letter on the football team, but didn't play basketball,

I vecame rather downcast when I learned I muat attend summer

school the next summer, but graduation went well. I was valedictorlan.

OSB ECKROTH 00020
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Then I beceme an slectriclan durlng vecstlon and wired the light
fixtures 1n the porch. But I had only & week vacatlion before summer
school, so I couldn't do much.

" My studies quring the summer secssion wers easy, 80 I took them
1lightly - with dlsastrous results. After summer school both
and went home for a vislt. and her hus-
band also came from Washington on a surprise visit, and were wo ever
glad to see them, None of us had ever met her husband because they
were married in North Carolina hefore he was relessed from the army.
I hauled wheat from a combine for my cousin for a few days.

I was kept busy the next school ysar - ¢hiefly in extra-curricular
activities, but I menaged to get my lessons in too. I dldn't have the
same enthndiasm I possessed in high school; I lost it Guring the summer
adassion of:school. I donsted five pints of blood to the Red Cross.

But during vecatlon T enjoyed working at hoﬁe = put in varlous
olectrical wiring smd Pfixtures, painted the house, cemented part of
the basement floor, did some carpentering and some plumbing.

It was rather diffieult to leave home this last tims, knowing

I probably won't see it again for a long time, but I feel my vocation

13 here,
Frater Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.

Pty Reckil el 8
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Upon my arrivil here I was surprised to find that so many understond and spoke at
least so ¢ Anglish. So th first few days =1l wy couversstions vere in umglish, for iwmo
4 us americens haé errived together &t arecsous on July 17 -~ Fri Davida oi Newark, Hew
Jersey snd I. 1 was given & roow wiih vhe clerics on the tap I'loor about helf way between
the ¢lerice still studying philceephy and those lrenvy in theoliogy. Here the clerics are
diviied inito these two - roupes = philgsophy ant theology. Though there ire only six or -
group, ¥eti wach gr up nhas ;ts 8epUTETE Qunerior, hay ils separ:te hixes,
ilosg .y vlerio:i, ¥ am with tho thedliogy

seven lu either
recrestion., The rovices ke :ixuG wilh t.¢
clerics. '

DYuring the tirst couple dhys yTs . srome oF the abbey [he spewsxi nowe " -erican' in
contrast tao King's =ngiish, Tor be hud buen with the uv.u. .rmy hort while in the drive
throeush fel -iun in 1944~4%5, even though be wes & cleric &% the sust tvo yeare older
ther 1) shoved s & L the building: , nhkivg we at hosa — 3 , BECTICIVE,
cerevery ((Irave o g2 .u.owion). iise the steined #la windews in the charch -
eepecis’”y The predeo . zzeluo came

ting shace of bluc. lwe rortuguese siudents IToh

to speny ¢ Tew duypy o wa hed suite ¢ Tongues.
culy «C c wvie eoc §ow Lued ue rerwoy ooredret (LyD pile) for vhe
Fenedioci: : : there, cenvent there, i cholaatice's "o du lt in uhe same su7le
&8 ihe ehley Yhoy sre pust Like rredeonsg ,and  iredret; for she prtron

igglica, /4 you inew
Wty ¢loistered tuans
creresl clreas

petron i xuredret is-ove

of noTe: el
Uts baneaict L. icholasiicd e tying, .wTedret houses gboud eig
nG osner “Yisters vho zre uot clo giered, il cexr unl ., boess
end Gu ries ¢ Crosier st lire o1 iaredret was
seccnd ot oi laresduous, neupuvinne, >
of the Besnodicrine (lcer. nre'e sisier tae Iirsy ebu:se ot  srearst
end ruled T'ortyLeisght yeurn ceath eslly bLhiwm . ctwl oh 0F The nung g
somewhut sTIrenge in oo frr ez it hue owe paves, 1t right engles Yo one snother, converging
2%t ithe witar. e g cTly cicistersd .ung occ nne oI the naves, nnc vicitors o n enier
the owier neve ud wbeend ,gis 2% tae cau Co.won &JUET, $F courss everything gust speriles
wWith cleemiiness

July 21 is the Bel

Irde emdcnse Yay. years ui legst one shower has fa lien on
this toliday, e¢ mow .1 i culied "rbe Hu.ional Shower Zay., Te tracition & nov rroken
this ye. T Bither, In thr suuny melning we Lisec v nearby drmeton whews. there is snoTher
1ittle vorvant ol uwloistered wus. [hey wre cloisiered, but siill they do not hzve the
gritl ene o vomen ton enler: e cleisver gy W08t croisTersc honess
GO n\r.ll. neave & rehuni: voggtiong; do not xnow bo puv &Il the
neen who ’

n

wence bo erics vie upnglend
1, ero.e.

lby or V'nem students
Schecol. Cn last & vere wwiLirted, Tl WoB WY SIprse o
the priwgon ro bonxd, olisily nCvels. vhe higiesr ribing, thwe more hoo ©
in lhe ditterent cleasses received. The two . rericen Loys weie ol rresent o Tecelve their

o2

ying !
hool cloge

€

Tor 1iey hed lefi & couple days exrly io beerd their ship to tie Ltgteg, Tuvr it
on tlie ;31'.

x: day 1 con@ueted lour ..aericro Jesuits drov Lowva
rounding grounds. rthey were irrow “oulriunsy Florids, &nd few
we enjo;, ed icg cetrer yeou “ocull heve ﬁhou ht thoy were

in tae ofterncon couns mep sntered the e
our oym @ to ity Tor insicuce, here e cbremony
chepier rzem ¢nt tae actot -ets dowm on hic kuees ¢nd
glving wreTever i !

e he pleseen %o the novies,
neme he wownld lire to heve, This ore rvecived the nawo
*he nex% coupnle »8  wre oni.e ot mo I - ent s\
severty years ceeme in snd swen ebout rar & - 1
Cn July . % & lerge -roup oi° Selrien wip

wour nf tre .rde:

ihu

:es 1 oTegt, &nt Sorthern fel-juz.
ficok of wedzls woet of thew were CETTYing; but whel &
08T oi thewm were st¥ili fr .w thne 1irst world wr#rj -

tuly 31 sy gussis uegen vo EIrTIiVe or he oxiinations omn
enler with two vwhilw-cresocied .TFv isTe present {thoy werc
3 £ swaning 81l the be is wewe ru i

Tor tovocr I
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au ;ust 1pt was the ordinadion day. Emrly in the moruing I sttended & "low" mase in the
greek kite; iv lested only forty minuteey I tnought it wolld b2 much lomger. &t 9:00 the
ordination wass begen by ths Eishop of Narur. Or course the sanctnary of the church wes
richiy decorsied, the iloor wes heavy witk rugs. But what surprised mwe was the fact that
$he whole msss was sung. Yhis was The first time I ev r heard of the ordination mess heing
ung, for you know the newly ordained must reed ine =e along with the bishop. Weverihe-
less Tthe Prefuce; oanctus, IAter Koster, ignus lei, Cowmuni-n were ¢il sung, ant the newly
ordained simply rTead when ihe bishop sang. It wus really an e~laborete cersmony, oven four
chantors were dresgsed in cepes, and &s is the custew here, the first of ®ie Jour chantors
carrisd alonyg his emb’en - & sterl with & Btatum ol King Lavse ¢t is top. it reminded me
of a crosier. Katura ly the wess lasted ver, long; we let't charch et 251D,

Two nriests of .eredscus rer: ordaineds; o ox the next cay, The ;nd of .ugust, tho
older of the iwo sang bis firev solewn high mi-wr ot tre wein aliar. . ain the rreparuciicns

were uEIG el beraie uluh {four thzntors in copes s orn th¢ prec eding de . Thers wis ¢ short
the angpeJ, then tLu yougger of ihs swo vew priests went out o tho first side

! 1 there hud beenm uore in ix € &3, U sontn e 1l

gonu toeetne* after t ¢ sermpu to reld thelr -weses &t e sice itirs, in the
CUSTOT O T others gsivad co (iu.l‘ing

.11 of as cleries (nd the
the wmash o a}tar. Th:t sees Ay one ol the »ld
“rhe Tiegt ;0 be buried she pexd ey, tiough hir tunsoel 1#4 not be Tread
for «© voun o faj:. e aivsr Ves,ers oi the 3pe ws at Lo tae ysent chhpRl vl
his swocp lay i srowm there ia w s cFrTiec-%nto the crurch yroper 'rhers ine usu&l
absc!ution was T o T oce }
The creetery 3 i
Sowni 1t

igsts the ~onestsryr alaed,

=
i el =

(=7

E ©
Jatliers sey; 17 1

igt the youw ing » new cor o
I#idjana} ar Tin
wEreisong. Tan

fogust g witiv thew #
eud weE surprﬂsnﬂ Lo leera the 3 T, Davit railread svetion in Loa=
don jusi a Pew teye esriier — w ¢ sall world., Yhese twn wy. o to itor ™ ta stary This

year, 50 wa Rredl nrobably sse Worr of one supther.
But then Augast 5th wes & greet dsy ~ the fday of
ibbeoe of raredret. The nishow of Mawur was the prozic
¢igmiteries in the sanpcinsry ~F sh: churcn &t . aredret
Bencdic.ine abboty, und seyerszl others wras 1 cdu 14
four beswer 1rar other clecmiered convents. I RS vers
gerve ror the maseg, only nxd lo caxrey & cendle, so i i
oeremcny. Ii wes the first time and perhens ithe lasi

hiessing oi tle new

hut there weTe mény othex
r_ll eva -qu J-ive
enclpsure were

p¢enty of n
that ] wes tq

= blessing
cer—~

ot 2 edictine : ohess. The vestwments were o1 thu

tainiy sew! Yhe ceremony very sililsr o the coremcry of ithe ble h*“g ni an Whe
liteny of =li escints iz sing. Then the bishop presents the shtweces with the Kule ov b,
Benedict znd telle her o pulce her floex &ocoroing o e rorus theTein. . . the oitertory

sie ;Tements iwo rzrgs, bsautifully decorated crndles to the bishon. She receives co munion
eh the mese - but immeciately siftey receiving tiac host =he uiso arin.s soune wiae Jrom a
secont ¢hslice which hée not been consecrated. hor witer ceoamunion the «ishiop presents

ner her recctiral croce ana crosier. Iimediately thers fier she o oe wore cen.21s the vlelster
anu &#ittin,; in her shrone receives the kiss oi pesce cnd lodpe ol tideld dvem egch ol

the puns under her chirge,

Ghet wou ve heen epoudh I:r one dey, but in the sliernuvon ibe bighon allower the
do: iz i ths sty evmclogure thers %o Le openes 1or on llour, wni suyboGy cauld rfo in end
laing Top To botiowm — certurinly ¢ Tirs privilege. Yalle were

vigit &who whole
tilied with auncreds ol
£11 the uns were aliowsd

1t sna wan; clergy who heerd zbout 1a® unexpectec onening.
and laugl and visit as muel ez they dnring tket
hour - vt believe me, cev p faet and ionp when they axe (iven v omrertunity,
T thes vigited whe whole hu11c1ng, tor »0 oovtew, [T s uvertviinly e uiiful
heouse thay heve, Lt to- ds imilt like sredsous in the form of & rrengle;, zpd gquite
lerge. T kitchen T¥s so clag owid have o, ten ofl g {1~ or The cornerst ne ol ihe
conv nt hec teen Inid emsctly rifty years w0 on vhet veryr day: 1 Telieve this wss the
firsy time it hi.@ ever peen opensd Lo The public in &}l the pe: sincs ite compl
h we h:d the Ci¥iece for iuther Iede and ihe Yontifical Jequiem high wass,
Pren :iter diansr we clerics weni Lol : Treally long ai.e ::I0 — T:30. I wore wmy own heavy

OSB ECKROTH_00a47



[ .
work shoes and Father rold borrowed & pair of hesvy, steei-loed mine shcee (which he
regrevted,. e walkdd normhaast over rocks, “ruslh, 2D end down hille For Two houwrs when we
slghter‘ the ¥euse Biver anté éecidea to sfop end est (Father Hurold's cogs weve baTiing guite
eudibly by thiz time:) There we mzde a fire, jrepared some €Coad, “ozat:ir pandwiches, zie
lots «F candy, 'éocries &nd plums. Lhere out in tho open weé seng “eepels s best me could.
Then we returnef by mcre or ies: the mame route. I weliked tack with one fTonm Jaredsout who
doesn't nruersiand any iénglish, and it was surprising how welil we man et To kvep Talsing
in spite ot wy broken French. By that Time I could alresay unnecrstand French quine weil;
chongh i could not speak it but hrokenly. lut everytbing coumee with pésiencs. Latin words
sufficed io £ill the blzn i &¢ps where I did not Ynow & s'rench wors. We zrrived =t the abbey
in time Tor the T:30 supper; ne one ite much, but poor 'ecther Herold. I never saw such & ¥
peir of "hot dogs' 1i-¢ hig $wo T'eet. He hrd several blisvers the eime oi quaTters «nd his

iitile Taes were chaifed op I'rem the rubding of ths 111-Fitting shoes. HEVAE G.IT he ssys
welli; &t leage, never &g:in with those shoes,

& couple Cajs luber we tide [wnobher shorier
the aboey atend Lome jot preiiy wet leet cross
routs oy mesns ol low irciw :nd & ence &s gbhers of ug Ci\. i
dey. 1 hal e oppurtuniiy to veligh wyso ant Toune T & etiil 1

Om ..ugust 10th, the sast of .t: levrence, the Irish clerio
were seul ¢ whe hih CiTecdrset, Fiy surprise
1y hetore the ou heve iirﬂt 800!
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fugusut 15 the Greeic mass begtn at H:30 erd ended at 10:15, - szain everylhing wis ver
Lolesan aps sung. “here were muny lay peopla presenl. I bad ey wnglish-"Pear boct, g0 T coulc
easily Tol.ow The wiole & Tive priesis co~cciebrated sk this mass. . wein tke wlee vest—
menis vers vorn, Terce wiih 00 fUME in freeks it i mch longer thim our awn Letin office,
We olerice received comaurion nT The Lot ne = under the sneeies of both brsed and wine
thereicre, Yhes lerge n ves capricd U6 The IATEsIOTY Zering The noob msel,

During Bhe cTrernccn vE o1 the lfTin "Lita Toturned to our own chepel nnd orid gext and
None, san!; Vespers, TC, &3 Wwe were { seven o e_hnt), recited compline int ietinsg,

vhey have & Buepian s.udent there whe w3 shes to Join the comminity, but firsi he mus3s
srudy ceoh. His aeme was in Cdesva. Wis rather was in the diplomziic GOTLS. e had no reli~,
gious TTEining &V &11. e servet in tne lied .rmy, drove tuTough the Felkens, men the imerTi-
wilitury sarvice e mude his way to venwEY. woere L belpeve
a5,0. Hu i Very yvuw;, sceeuig T be Ly oW & s tone
Lorgues, scia wé the. Thu lack ok o it

cune P LEgoe nri.
be wes conve;»ed
L oEue s

P

¢ up v 5:00, wenv w0 €a% Latin i sne a&in, Leuds, weng bhe
(@i 5 Gaily a1 2ir thers iLihey veli me, few asx cliowed
gnd then e pries 3 civer their privetve wesses, lexrce is rec] ne sext
sust helere The i U uiner, rfter dinﬂer kether Haraid rae : Trelurnes .
8

~ELST 1T on wed us 31 we Tou.lt lise %o o To &8¢
nearny vown, for hi. iriendﬁae W1Lh &ooay, end e
Of course wo mtit yee. ~0 in vk @Itesncon Wwe arove 1o ° o se:r vh
Virgin (Nobre vewe we FoF). 11 wae rocingt io hesr
and fusing sce .00, ery 2 oX; T slons Too. Ee wao

wext Gy whe wblot ificeiss st vesgpers, becaus:
dedication ol the chuleli.

sugast 19 wase sovutl réommnrion ey = What r Teksi, .ost o) the Cilice wes sun’,
only & wlpimum vwes Tec ihe four 3] in their pes utifi copes evun tor glims.
The ».bot poutificatind &t .nude, then &t 1C:0C for werce ava the high wesn; Whet beautifual
vestimenis they use on sueh feasie ae Lhi WOLT & i we hed: french firea potatoes,
fried nuck znd tben . to fop it oi¥, & I crenr . T neved wew eo wnch
ice crean since I left the Ltetes. T zie ahd oie erea s, hot sbil) o grect deal
wi.s carried bhaci to thr xivchen &% the end of tis ig rot the lasgt vime
they serve ice creai: Like that, “hen to Lindsh the v pontifjecuted 2%
Teguers,

'gnet .0 threse tTriends From Vhevet: 3
sbglighuan wnd tre LLTO b} jland) nut 31
wnite hebits), s distant brench of The Zenedicuing
but ers mombens of © house in omdoun. *hoy heve veen study

® wver ior tht cn. dhey were sn
n lish ivesang (wacr
crder, thay do nov belowm, &t “hovelogne
to UrTeek Iditurgy ol Cheve-

o1
2

togre.
nil in &i1, 1 huve been Juaralao guite & bit of irench snd have besn i ving an enjoy~
able tims £11 & sund. 17 like verygmuch being herer tas A : oo frientiy Ing K

word jor i ter, im

French is a lot of xur amusing tco &t . Hor exa
Fremeh i% is oru bui jt is “TﬂnﬁuubPﬁ 0, just lins the a:utr letter of the slpladet.
So.etime: vrepeh i¢ long and oow;tiorted for example rlh she mwmder ningty-nine, 2t is
quaire-vingt-dix-neut, which tranalivec reu-lv nezns "four iventy + tan # nine." :de i%
up, it equcis ninety-uine, hut what vourdabout wey to sy it

Larly in hente bar I shril swano sowc days variving <h T houvetn and ¢t E,
£ndré near vhe oows sic ThH . worth, Buib tacn I osze I Titurn vo us to rerrin here
intil it im time to ieavs for itome ifiter iletcher .st, for ichonl pegins ovly or October
I5th. Jo you stijl = time to wride se nert i rredsnus

Dear fellow clerics,

- Some weeks have pausced since 1 lest aearo rrom eny of you, susy? Who's veaching what
this year, any clerics ot the high school atafiT Fr, iLencelin, could you zet &hhlia ci En
ocld catalogue tor the coliege an¢ nigh school apcd sena them hewe? The clerics here have
agsked wWe IOT one to see what kind ol & program vbe saudents heve at 5t, John's. Yhau is,
i1 it is rot Too iuch irouble. Ferhape £ cetelogus Irow last year ii there ers any around.
The clerics here are & Bwel! bunbh, Teally making me feed at nome. T was surprisec to learn
that Fr. Hugo of the Sylvestriens is to go o Rome this year. Do you have his Betroit ade—
ress? Am asving iots of fun (earning rrench, How aktous & worda irom T, Jomd-Harvin?

. \1zte*nai;y in Sv. Benedict,

.7/ /? 4&4&4&4

|
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. Moo T Bornimis mosies frans. Chrislls . Gamso.

%,}’WﬁMWW}y ?W&m—tfa.«.,
North Doholi, B ivtcedic (3iomanehionvio,od onowrn
Oomripoelintio Boi, Rraliveimat Vinginin Mariaz , e fBeall
r) z; 5 & 0c &', e . f 3 Z;

ccttindir Pigidarm tguedion Lindl Piliie Binsdidte,
n,e&f' AR, AL A VMAJC-— srchecia aunds

Ondimin dometi Benedicle, adk Are cpiciakilio dlegole
a Renrcrindiceioms Pormine, Oowing Uening Rauteck,
Ao%a, M; .d'“/ca"’-fam Rovtrusdia 5:’«WMJ}'J
Eeclocin L Patrie moalec W,Mmj
Woalwetip , anno MMM 1999 et
ML i, Am 72% i lie Ao FPalrie

Rk il T

0SB ECKROTH_00053




Declaratio Manu Propria a Candidatis Ante Professionem
Votorum Solemnium Subscribenda, Juramento

Coram Superiore Emisso
{Cf. Instr, S.C. de Relig., nn. 17, 18, 1.. Dec. 1931, A.A.S,, XXIV, p, 80)

Ego. subsignatus K A

alumnus Ordinis S.” Benedicti, ex Abbatia _‘_’;.Mf...., i A e
¥
cum petitionem superioribus exhibuerim pro emissione votorum solemnium et recipiendo subdiacona-

tus ordine, diligenter re ﬁerpens.a coram Deo, juramento interposito, testificor:

1. Nulla me coactione, seu i, aut vullo impelli timore in emissione votorum solemnium et in re-
cipiendo eodem sacro ordine, sed ipsam sponte exoptare, ac plena liberaque voluntate eadem cum ad-

nexis oneribus amplecti velle.

4
Ay

2.‘ Fateor mihi plene esse cognita cuncta onera ex professione solemni et ex eodem sacero ordine
dimanantia, quae sponte amplector, ac Deo opitulante propono me toto vitae eurriculo diligenter servare:

3. Quae castitatis voto ac coelibatus lege praecipiuntur; elaré me percipere testor, eaqu.e integre
servare usque ad extremum vitae, Deo adjuvante, firmiter statuo.

4. Denique sincera fide spondeo jugiter me fore, ad,normam sacrorum canonum, obsequentissime
oblemperaturum jis omnibus quae mihi a Praepositis, juxia Eeclesiae disciplinam, praecipientur, peratus
virtutum exempla, tum opere, cum sermone, aliis pracbere, adeo ut tanti officii susceptione retributi-
onem a Deo promissam acceipere merear.

Sic testor ac juro, super haee sancta Dei Evangelia, quae manu mea tango.

&1&&5&3 San_oigi .ﬁnseimlg ae %ﬁbe; (Remae ).
Datum ex = - - v

bie / ... MeDsis . OJA'_‘M _.. ami /9{{?

Testor coram Domino, testationem praemissam cum adnexo jurameato ante me, loco ac tempore

indicato, rite fuisse elatam. 2 . 23 2

=Abbaz> . Delegatus Abbatis
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Declaratioante Professionem Votorum Solemnium Faclenda

Petitionem et Testationem a me, infroseripto Fratre Rioherdur Gulleloug Eokrath

alupino Abbaiiae _ S&ne. 2l leannie Beptishas. . . , Ordinis 8. Benedicti, die ..

IENSIE oo oo eoe o BTN mormmie. 2Nte vOLarum triennalium professionsm tactam, intuitu

instantis professionis votorum solemnium nechon susceptionis ordinum majorum mecum iteram retractans,
cn;-a:n Deo denuo obtestor me adhuc in eadem mentis disposidone et voluntatis intentione persistere et
inde ad voia solemnia nuncupanda necnon ad subdiseconatum recipiendum moveri.

Datum ex AG24bus Collegsl Sanctd anselmi de Uzbe (Romae)
3848

—. anni

Die A_. menwis . 28B3E _

Sig. ,". P L e Y & _Lv.u-‘u;-b:.ln'.c_;(, o -é.'.L"i-/;‘.-_...__. ~

Haec declaratio die, mense, anno a¢ loco suprascripto coram me facta est.
ig, . ot Locires M_
(AT

== ... Delegatus Abbatis,
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Sententia Magistef Spivitualis Clericatus

De Fratre Clerico .. &laaeric Eckrotn

PE. Richarc hes been ir Rome for elmoex three years, I neglected %o
write to Tome for recormendstioms.  He writes feithfully to tae Cleries,
Fron the lstters tc ther and Lo me I julge that he is doing well, At
present he is piugued witr the studying of Gredt for his licsntiese
examinsViorn,

7 s . . 2 B _’-: B -: -
Die 4" ... mensis ... s 208 . aooi T Qg S s o SR £ S
Magister Spiritualis Clericatus.
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Josephus Hrancisaws Busch
- Miseratione Bivina of Senctae Sedis Gratir
Sancti Clodouldi Bypisropus

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et
testamur Nos die._17a_ mensis__._Dacembris _ anni 1g 50
in_._Eeclesia Abbatizli Sanct] Joannis Bepbistae

Dilectum Nabis in Christo_Rigardun. Eckroth, 0.5.H.

Abbatia Sancti Joannis Saptistae

ad_sacrum svhdiaconratns crdinem
juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancd

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales Litteras sigillo Nostro

majori insignitas confici Jussimus.

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,
it J9_50..
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Josepls Hrancisrus Busch
Migeratione Bt ot Fenctne Sedis Gradin

Suncti Clodoal Fpiscopus

Universis et singulis has litteras inspectutis fidem facimus et

testamur Nos die_152  mensis__Septeabris anni 19.51

in_Bcclesie ebbetieli Sti. Josonis Bapb., Collegeville
Dilectum Nobis in Christo_ Richerdun Eckroth, 0.8,F.

_6x_Abbatie Shi, Josnnis Beptistpe

ad_secrum_diaconetus ordinem o

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubticas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro

majori insignitas canfici jussimus,

Apud Sanctum Clodosidum,
die_15a _..mensts__S8 bris anpi J931

£

Coadjutor Episcopus Sti. Clodealdi.
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JOSEPHUS FRANCISCUS BUSCH
MISERATTONE DIVINA ET SANCTAE SEDIS GRATIA
SANCTI CLODOALDI EPISGOPUS

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et

testamur Nos die .septima. mensis, Tmdd..eevecsv-vaseaeas annl 1952,

in. Beclgsia Abhatiali Sapeti Teannis, Bantistas,. fellegeville, Mippesata, ...y ...

Dilectum Nobis im Christo....Richardum Eckrothy O.8.B. ...iiivveeanns,
. . Mbbatiae Sanctd Teannis Baptistag ..........ceovmun..
ad.sacrp FEESBITERATUS ordinem, | . ..vvevseeceensscnsrasasonsancnpeasssass

juxta Romani Pontificalis.Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse: et ordinaase.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro

majori insignitas “confici jussimus.

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,

die,sepbinva . mensis...Jumil svieseneenoassree anni 19.52.,

KIWe

Coad jutor Episcopus Sti. Clodoaldi.
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CoLLEGIO 5. ANSELMO

Via Porta LavERNALE 19, TEL. 593.569

L’ ABATE PRIMATE O.S. B,

Nos ipfreseriptus Abbmas Primas 0.5.B.
preesentidbus letteris attestamur vl potestatia del-
egatus noble 's Kev.mo P, Abbete monesterii S. Joannle
Baptistes in Collegeville, U.S.%., Rev.mo D, Alcuipo
Deutsoh,'c.s.B.. professionem solomnem D. Richardi
Eekrotk, 0.8.8., moneckl supredictse Sbbetles, nos die
11 Julii 1949 ir Ecclesim Collegii FP. Benmedictinorum

in Sarnen, Helvetie suscepisse.

In quorum fidem preaesentes litteras

sigillo restro munites preprie memu subscripsimus.

v ABersmintze ‘/{\W R

Bernpardiue Keelin, 0.8.B.
Abbas Primee

Datum ex Abbaties S. Anselmi de Urbe
die 9 Decembris 1952
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DIOCESE OF ST. CLOUD
CHANCERY OFFICE
SAINT CLOUD, MINNESOTA

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on UM 7- 18,62

@{‘ EJM /fr:M, A.4'4. was ordmined to the

priesthood of the Catholic Churck, and that he is

authorized under the rules of said Catholic Church

to solemnlze maririages.

shop of St, Cloud
per A gillostl chiall .

Filed for record and recorded

Juns 20, 19 52,
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Father 3bbat, October 3, 1960

The Brothers presently follow this prayer sehedule:

L:5 Prime, conventual mass, meditation
12:3% Terce, Sext, Nono, PFarticular [xamen
12:30 Visit to Blessed Sacrament

5:30 chanted Vespers

7:30 Louds, Compline (ends 7:55)

iAfter January 1, 1962 it wili no longerégermissible tc anticipate Lauds, hence
some Brothers have felt thzt only the &ffice of Compline at 7:30 in the evening
{s an extremely shorl exvression of nipht prayer and therefore wonder if they might
be permitied tc¢ have I nocturme of Matins embodied into their daily ‘fiice. Then
their daily schedtle would take either oi these two forms: '

L:45 Lauds, Prime, conventual mass (private meditation)
11235 Terce, Sext, none, Particular Examen

12:30 Visit to Blessed Sacrament

5330 chznied Vespers

7:30 1 nocturee of Mating, Compline {end c.8:05)

L:4S Lauds, Prime, conventual mass (private meditatlen)
11335 Terce, Sext, None, Particuiar lxamen
12:30 Visit to Blessed Sacrament

5324 chanted Vespers, Compiine .
7:30 1 nocturne of Matins (end c.7:58) .

T have not spoker to bthe Brothers abcut it and wowld not do éo unless T felb
that you were favorable; but T feel that most of the Srothers would favor adding
one nocturne of Matins to their Uffice under these circurstances. Perhaps their
biggest regret in changing from the former Short Breviary te¢ the present Monastic
Diurnal was the complete exclusion of the Hour of Matins. Father Marcellus has
told me that he would be very wiiling to prepare an edition of the paalms thus
needed. in a form cengenial Lo public recltation, and he believed that such an
{ffice could te worked out befors January lst in a multilithed form. He says that
the Sisters want all of Matins in the years to come, so this would ke work with

future application,
L D
A, / W
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOEN'S ABRBEY, COLLEGEVILLE

NAME: plchard William Eckroth
(%eligiounf {Daptismal) (Fawily)
BIKTH: Handan Morton . North Dakota June 21, 1926
(eity) (County) (State) (Month) (Day) (Year)
YCUR PATRON SAINT: Bl. Richaxd Whiting NAMEDAY: December 1

TRIENNIAL VOWS:Sy, Jenn's Abbey  Juyly 13, 19lH  Abbot Aleuin Dautach
(P]Jme; Date (Before Whom)

FINAL VOWS/OLLATICN: Sarnon, Switzerland July 11, 1909 Abbot Primate Bernmard XKaelin
(Place) “{Date) '~ (Before ¥hom)

ORDINATION: St. John's-Abbey - June 7, 1652  Bishop Joseph F. Busch of 5t.Cloud
{Flace) (Date) (Bighop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: near Kacrlsruhe, Ukralne, Ruasia i

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Oevman-Freach (Alsace-Lerraine area)

FATHER'S RELIGION: Roman Catholic (ILatin rite) DATE OF DEATH:

AIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:_ 8th grade

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: retired from railroad work Northern Pacific RR--switehman
{Now) (When ¥You Bntered Monastery)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: M ; Nerth Dukotn

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Swiss

MOTHER'S RELIGION: Homan Catholic . : DATE OF DEATE: '

HIGAEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUGCATION: _Bth grade

YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:  Student

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TC MAJOR- DEGREE  DATZ
ELEMENTART: _St. Juseph's School Mandan W.D. 2=1 iploma o 19L0

SECONDARY: S%t. John's Proparatory, Collegeville 19M0-1shi diplom May, 19hL, Valediotorien

UNDEZRGRADUATE: St. John's University, Collegevills, 1944 philosophy
|

THEOLOGY : St. Joho's Abbey, Collegeville 19149-1953 ' ‘

Philosophy
GRADUATE: Colleglo di Sant' Anselmo, Rome 19L6-15L9 Ph.B 1948, Ph.L 19lg

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER: -

[Over Please]

DATE FILLED QUT: _ June 3, 196k

(Signaturc)
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL TRE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTE (lasting &ix sonths or pore) YOTU

HAVE RECEIVED SINCE PROFSSSION AND ORDINATION, Qive (a} tte type or nuture of

the woTk, a.g., assistant pastor or plumber or snth teacher in Prep School,

(b) the lacatien, (c) the duration, {d) any gpecisl achievementst or itoms of note,

e.g., built parish hall in 1558, ’

studied In Home 3 years  15L6-15U9 Secius to Novices 1951.1953

assigned to colloge faoulty September 1952 to present time .

added %o Seminary facully Septemher 1952 tm present time
in buth assipgments I have moatly taught Logic clasees, but have had ap occasional

verture in Pyyeholopy, Introdustion to Fhileaophy, “ond a Latin course on St, Augustine.

Master of Brothers Juue 1956 until the presebt time when I expect o change
Prefect in B%.Bhomas Hald-1965-1968.

St.Aneelm's Hall~-1266-1967
Agpistant Cheplain at 8t,.Benedict's Convent,St.Joaeph,Minu. July 18967-

GIVE YOUR PARENT'S PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

Mr. & Mrs. :

1IST TOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THR ORDER OF TREIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
For those still living glve their present address; for those who have died

write "deceased." Put an asterisk before thoze whom you want contacted immedi-
atelv RRA Adwandlew he tha Ahhev wben vem dia.

1IN TEE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SEEET IF NEGESSARY PUT DOWN ANY
OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR AGCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS TEAT YOU THINK SHOULD
BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED:.
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Eckroth,Fr,Richaxd,

Barn: June 21 1822 ~4+ KaenAaw N N

Parente: =
Profees: July 11,1946
Ordeines: June 7, 41883 et Bt.John'e Aovey,Collegevill €,Minn,

18t B8ol,Xasa: June 12,1983 at Mandan,N,.D.

Aseipgnments:

Bept.1963 Bocius to Novices,
Fhilosnpby 32b(leem); 33(2sem).

gt 1453 i T e
M’Z) Ade; A2 4 ﬁ""‘“""‘w .
L K Loeis TSl /"h'&wﬂ? 72(1% 20 | -, R//"“/‘

Forguatdi A

%rnfu_.l\ al W s

.l
: . S22 Ty
t?—" 224‘ ll—é i /lf

Adopr 155 ,Jrumzt«”#.az; ﬂ—ﬂwvﬁl?
xr:c--?”""‘{" Mm y%:.i

W 2 z,?-d-"' "J
, f::xr 7 &rﬂn (sl L 24,5.C

’/4# 103G Pkl MW% z2a: 376
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This little bookletis lov-
inegly dedicated to Mom and
Dad on the occasion of the
Golden Jubilee anuniversary
of their marriagein Christ
May 28, 1962.

In Matrimony the two rings
closely interlocked about
theChi~Rho symbol of Christ
indicate the indimsolubi-
1lity of the sacrament and
also the fact that in mar-
riaga the contracting par-
ties have entered into a
cleser union with Christ.
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ECKROTH FAMILY HISTORY

MAnd God created man to His own image; to the image of Cod He created himy
male and female He created them.% Genesis 1,27

Remote Ancestors

Very little is known about the remote ancestors of the Eckroth family,
gxcspt that at the beginning of the nineteenth century they lived ir thai
portion of the Rhine Vallevy which serves as the present boundary between
Germany and France. Lhe Eckroth ancestors lived in or near the city of
Karlsruhe in the state of Baden. It is possible that pecple bearing the
sekroth name 5til1l live in this part of Germany, but rothing is known of them,
although some contact was made with Fekroths living in northern Germany
Just af ber World wer II, '

Tt 13 inberesting to specilate on what might have been the origin
and significance of the name "Eckroth™, It is made up of two words,
WEck", which means angle, cormer, or summit, and which wae also used tec
deseribe posts or other devices used to mark off boundarles of land,

and "roth" (f"rot" in modern German) which means red.

The Eckroth Family Moves To Russia

Starting about 1765, the Russian government began to encourage Cermans
to settle in southern flussia, The immigrants were supposed to show the
Russians medsrn farming methode. To induce families to come they were given
about 180 acres of land bub wWere not required to cultivate it, Various
obha privileges were also given, and the Jermans did pot have to serve in

the army. DLarge Catholic colonles came {rom Baden, Wlrtemburg, Pfalz,
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Alsace and Lorraine. JLutheran colenies came Irom Saxony. Most of these
Gexmans settled 1n southern Russila; the Ukraine, Crimea, and along the shores
of the Caspian Sea.

The first Eckroth ancestor whose name is known was who was
married tc He musl have been born about the time the family
moved to Russia. The Eckroths llved in a Germsn settlement not far from the
Bug River called Karlsruhe, in remembrance of their earlier home on the
Fhine, Like most German villages in Hussla, Karlsruhe was a small collection
of farm homes with a church, perhaps a few shops, and a communlty pasture,
usually tended by sowe young man who did not yet own a farm of his own. The
farmers would walk out te their fields six days a week and put in long hours
of hard labor. Sunday they went to church and rested. when necessary they
travelled to scme large city for supplies. Occassionally they went as far as
Odessa, ahou? 200 miles away on the Blsck Sea. They moved about 1310.

The Germans in Karlsruhe had their own school in which they were taught
their relipion. They also had to learn the Russlan language, but still re-
tained their native German language and many ecustoms.

owned a farm machinery shop in Karlsuhe. There were ten

children in the family: , the oldest, was born Aupust 2, 1848. The

other children were
nd

A£11 but one of these children eventually came to America.
farmed and also nelped %o make farm machinery for his
father. He married who was barn about 1852 or 1853, the
daughter of was evidently a wanderer
in the early vart of his lit'e and he tolc his friends that he had been as

far away as Turkey and had seen the remains of Ncah's Ark on top of Mount
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Ararat! It is not recorded whether anyone believed him. After his wife
dled, + came to America with a veunger daughter,
He settled on 140 acres of land in McHenry county which he improved

and finally "oroved up". Until his death December 27, 1908, he had never
been sick a dav in his life.
The children of

both died as infants in Russia, and the orn March 22, 1889,

Immigration To America

The German settlements in fussia were bthriving communities and the in-
dustricus farmers must have been the envy of their RHussian neighbors. How-
ever, by the 1860's the policy of the government began to chaige against the
Germans, Many of their privileges were revoked and finally they were requir-
ed to serve in the Aussian army. The settlers, -ﬁho had stputly mainteined
their German language and customs, dicli not relish the ldea x;f {ighting for
the Czar.

Beginning in 1P89, many of the Germans began to leave Russia for the
New World, They weuld sell all that they owned at an auctlon to get the
monevy for the long passage te America with something left over to make a

nev start. Many were attracted to North Dakaba because of its simllarity

tc the land which they were leaving.
Cne day came home with a horse he had Jjust bought from

a neighbor who was leaving for America. Socn afterwards he asked

if she would like to po to America. Her answer was, "Better today than to-

morrew!¥ The Eckroth family soon put thelr own farm up for auction,

ard also decided tc make the trip at the same time. The aue-

tion was not as succesaful as had hoped; so flnances were meager.
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The Eckroth and Knoll fanmilies set out across Rugsla, Austria, Germany
and Holland to Rotiterdam from which they satled to thelr new home.
the father, and his youngest sen, wera the only members of the whole
party who did not get sea-sick during the eleven day trip, wasg Just
two and one-half wyears of age. The group spent two daye in New York getting
through customs and started west by train. They arrived in Mandan on Novem-
ber 11, 1891. There was aZready two feet of suow on the ground; sc
was a littla dubious abcub what sort of country this would be fer farming,
Another problem was meney; he had Just §17. in American money left in his
pockets. Dut the people in Mandan were very kind to lmmigrants.
, the oldest of children was married to

while the famlly was still in Russia. They remained in

Russgia where taught school and later was employed as an agent for

a shipving company in Odessa, umtil they alse cameé to America abont 1905,

' Settling Down In North Dakota
ntended to begin farming as scon as pessible, Fut during the
f£irst winter he tcok a job shoveling ceal at the railroad coal dock. The
work lzsted all night and paid §1.25 a day. The Bckroth and Knoll families
1ived together the first winter in a three room house located a few blocks
northeast of the St, Joseph's Church.
In order to be ready to begin farming, . giatered for land and
his oldest son. A llvestock brand was

also obtained a claim for
registered in his name about this time, simply the letters Af. when the
twenbtieth of May brought two mors feet of snow 1t almost broke

heart. He thought of goiﬁg back to Russiaj but since even the $17 was
long gons, there was nothing to do but stay in North Daketa. But later in

1892 he saw cne of the finest wheat crops he had ever seen in his 1ife:
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frentually all of wrothers and sisters came t¢ America except
for who had no ckildren, and most of them whe came to North Dakota
returned to the profession of farming. The pavents, .
remained in Bussia where they died; so there are no knewn Eckroths living
in itussia today.

In July of 1894 died from burns recelved in a fire caused by
the explosion of a gascline stove which she was refilling while working at
C. P. Thureten's Boarding and Roomlns House, She ie burled in the old cems-
tery northwest of Mendan under a small stone bearing the famlly name spelled
HEkrothM.

For a time : did miscellaneous carpsnter work, Soon he took a job

doing carpenter and reneral repalr work on houses owned and rented by Mr.

L. N. Cary. The family fortunes began to loock brighter and soon was
plamning to have a home of his own. After some disagreement, left
the employ of __, and bought the lot at which has

beleneed in the family ever since. The lot was occupled by a frame skell of
a building akout 24 feet souare which had been used as a blacksmith shop.
A bhasement was dug and the shell enlarged and finilshed into a home much like
the present except bthat the upper floor was not developed, ' id the
carpenter wonk himself, and a coal stove in the basement supplied heat.
Mary tundreds of tubs of ashes were carried up from the coal stove before
the present gas heating eystem was installed--a fact to whlch many of the
kekroths can teestify.

Very of ten the homes of the Cerman-Rusgians were very brightly painted
and this house was no exception. It was the custom to pailnt the floars a
bright orange throughout the house, even ingluding the froot and back steps!

The home still displaved seme of these orange floors until a few years ago.
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The bright coloring reappsared in trhe small buildings used as summer kit-
chens for both city and farm homes. The inslde walls of the present garage
still show a few traces of a soft blue color frem a time when 1t served
thls purpose.

After the family home was completed orkaed on the ccngtruction
of the present St. Joseph's Church, and also on the original Central High
School. Then he served two or three years as sireet commissioner for the
¢ity of Mandan, but soon tragedy" gtruck in the form of 2 streke which pre-

vernted him from taking farther employment, These were hard times for the

Eckroth family. 1ad just completed grade school in 1903 and had start-
ed high schocl. But as money became scarcer quit school after *we weeks
and traded his Latin and alpebra books to his friend in ex~

change for a job as call-boy on the Nerthern Pacific Railroad. His mother
took in washing, and also made altar breads for the church--no pay for this.
of course., In 1966 left the rallroad to work as a ¢lerk in a grocery
store for a few months, but seon returned to the railroad. Hs became a yard
clerk in 1907 and a switchman in 1910. remained an employee of the
dorthern Pacific Railroad from this time uatil he retired on April 1, 195L.
Fe also sarved as a volunteer fireman during these early days and stlll holds

a 1ife membership certificats in the North Dakota Voluuteer Firemen's Asso-

ciation.
the oldest of boys, married
on February 8, 1899, marriec . February &, 1903.
Eekroth died on Dacember 2k, 1915, survived him until

March 19, 1921; thus she was able to hand down the reclpes for many of the
delicious German dishes that have always been popular in the family. In 1908

met whose family history ws shall next trace.
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ORUNENFELDER FAMILY HISTORY

HBut the Lord said, it is not well that man should be without comparionsnip;
I will g've him a mate of his own kind.® Genesls 2,18

The history of the Grunenfelder family would be very interesting if it

could be kmown completely. However the histery is falrly well known from the

beginnine of the nineteenth century. This narrative is largely adapted frem
a history published in connectionm with the fiftieth wedding amniversary of
SRR LA on September 23, 19L5,
Several generations age there lived a male (runenfelder whe held a title.
The crest that he had came down from still earlier generations and is the one

now in the family. This ®“wapa™ as the folks in Switzerland call it depicts

St. Osorge astride a horse in the act of spearing a dragen. In 1935
Grunenfelder had gold rings made showing the crest and. these were distributed

to the four male Grunenfelder descendants: 77 "n Swibzerland,

and the fifth ~ iving in America,
Ancther interesting fact in the famlly history is the five unbrcken ge-

nerations in which the first ¢hild born was a boy who was given the name

'y but throughout 1life callec . This succession was finally
ended when a daughter, » wWas born bo the fifth d
irunenfelder.

The Grunenfelders in Switzerlard
The firet Grunenfelder whose name is known is I) who was
born in the early part of the nlneteenth century in Wangs, in the canton of
S5t. Gallen, in Switzerland. He received a good education which trainéd him

to be a teacher. His first position was with the Wangs school system and
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he taught there his whole 1ife. He married in his early twenties but nothing
1s known about his wife.

Soon after his marriage, built the ancestral home in Wangs. This
two-story structure of six rooms was built of hand-hewn logs six inches thick
held together with wooden pins. The exterior was finished with wooden siding
and roof with wooden shingles, The ground floor windows were larger than thoss
of the upper floor and each was fitted with shutters, The interlor was finish-
ad with wood~faced walls ang it had low ceilings and doorways. Yhe stairway
leading to the upper floor was built with a twlst in it and only a few steps
which were about eighteen inches in depth.

A tall, husky man, the first was light complexioned and al-

ways clean-shaven. Although of masterful physique he died at an early age

and is buried beside his wife in the Wangs cemetery.

There were three children in the family, the secont ! was born
in 1831, and thare uere- two girls whose names are not known, ‘At the death of
thoir parents, the children were cared for by a man named Wyss with the help
of some money set aside for this purpose. The second recelved
his early educetion in his father's scheol in Wangs and then a coullege edu-
catlon in St. Gallen where he graduated in 185A. The twe girls received
the ordinary education then offered in wangs. Both girls married, one lived
in Filters and the other in Mels. After his gradiiation returned to
Wangs to accept the position of ®0ber Lehrer®, or teacher of upper grades,
which he held for the next 33 years.

The year 1856 also marked the marriage of - to
who had been born and raised in the nearby town of Mels, She wae a very
small woman with beautiful blond halr and expressive brown eyes. In ecmtrast,

her husband was robuat, weighing aboubt 200 lbs, standing six feet tall.
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There was quiet anticipation in the Grunenfelder hcusehiold the December
of 1857 for rwere expecting thelr first child, wWaturally they

hoped for . . Their prayers were answered on the eighteenth,

During the next nine years two more boys,

(always called simply * were born. The boys attended the wangs school
and had their father for teacher when they reached the upper grades. The
boys were shown no favoritism in the class room, Yhe townsfolk expected the
*Lehrer's" children to be model children both in and out of scheol, but they
still had their share of boyish adventures nevertheless.

Tn 1RE8 a grsat sorrow came to thils home, was expecting her
fourth child when some trouble daveloped and after mouch suffering the ehild
wags born but dled. When strenzgth began to ebb, she asked that
she be allowed to see her three boys once more. After taking them into her
armg for the last time she sald, "Take the children away, it breaks my heart:
to sse them." Scon afterwards she dled and was buried in her home town ceme-
tery in Mels.

For the next five years carried on alone with his teaching job
with only the help of a housekeeper to manage the children. the
youngest, was only two years old at the time of his mother's death, After
this time decided to remarry. The new mother, proved
to be loving, understanding and efficlent in every way. The three boys
¢alled her mother and loved her as such,

i ad three children: . ALl
of the Orunenfelder children except d meined in
Switzerland and there are a very large mumber of relatives in Switzerland

today. In fact Wangs conslsts predominantly of frunenfeclders and Kalberera.
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ied in 1889 but jurvived him uptil 1927.
visited her relatives in America throughout the year 1935 and then returned

to Switzerland where she died at Wangs in 1960,

Grunenfelders Move to America
The third 435 the first Grunenfelder to leave Switzerland.

He came to America during the summer of 1882 and mads his home in Tubuque,

Iowa, where he stayed with his annt Mrs. . . the

half-sister of inenfelder and also the erandmother of N

.

From Iowa, next went teo Bismarck in Dakota Territory where he

worked for a time for . r, a brother of his step-mother. Across
the Missouri River lay Mandan, then an outpest of civilization. Soon
went to work in Mandan for who had a blacksmith shop in the sast
part of town. Later he went into business for himself and ran a grocery
where the Permey Store is now located. The grocery prospered with much of
the business coming from the seldiers at Fort Linceln.

Wnile in Towa, 3 met and fell in love with :

father's family came originally from Switzerland, and her mother's family from

Luxembourg. 1as one of six ohildren. A glster, 3~
came M-- the mother of Rev. Father 1

¢ 0.5.F. Another sister became the mother
of

wanted to become permanently located befors marrying, and there-
fore had ~one alone to Dakota. Early in 1883 he sent for .nd they

were married in Bismarck on April 3rd of that year.
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After three years anxiously awaited the birth of the

fourth Providence was kind and their prayers were answered on
April 18, 1866. Alse born to and ' in Mandan were
s born en

April 10, 1890 and destined to become 1 to figure a5 a

central personage in this narrative.
In 1889 ts brother along with other Grunenfelder and Kal-

berer relstions, came to Dakota, jent, to work in his brother’s bakery

making tread, rolls, pasteries, and a thing unheard of in Switzerland--pies?
:panded his business and also began to make cheess.
However, in the spring of 1891 he gave up his buslness and moved to a

farm at Turkey River, Towa. After returning to Jowa three more children were

borns

In 1895 the family moved agaln to a farm on "welve-mile Island" on the
Mississippi River. From this point tragedy lay in wait. On July 16, 1896
baby ! fall into the river. Hla mother who was pregnant at the time tried
to rescue him by holding to the branch of a tree aleng the water's edge. The
ground gave way and she too fell into the river, Mother and baby drowned.
Both were burled in the little cemetery in Cassville, Wisconsin,

The follewing Janusry while ruming the horse-power on a hay
bailing mechine, was injured when the horses broke loose and ran awsy. He
1ived thirty-six hours and was consclous tc the last. He died on January 12,
1897 and was buried beslde his wife 2nd baby in Cassville,

The death of their parents was a great tragedy tc the sevea minor child-

ren in the Grunenfelder family. 18 ald enough to go to work

and take eare of himselfl but the other children were distributed tc friends,

relatives and other homes. went to Mandan to live with his Uncle
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just seven years old, was taken in by the Sisters of St, Fran-

cig at Casgville, who educated her aleng with thelr boarding students. Dur-

ing the summer months the Sisters took with them to their motherhouse

at Silver Lake near Milwaukee. {ived with the Sisters for about four

years, Then the Sisters found a home for her witk , a wealthy

Swiss widow at Dubugue. »wned three coffin factories and a

gensral merchandise store, tived with .. Jor geveral years
and made her first Holy Communion duridg this time, After completing grade

> was gsent to a sewlng school for several months; then she de-

school,

cided to go tc llve with her uncle u Mandan where her brothers

and were already staying. Ber brothers provided the fare to Mandan,
and provided with a gpood-sized trunk and other nscessi-
ties, .. and ner slster returned ¢ Mandan in 1906.

New Families in Mandan

was an acquaintance o. # who then worked
at the Badger and Wyman butcher shop in Mandan. He was also a classmate of
. grade school for several years. In 1906 he heard that

s2re coming from Iowa to live in Mandan with

ieces nd’
their brothers mnd thelr cousins -
y ) ad as
seamgtresses at Toman's Tailor Shop.
The first date between toak plaes at the "Volunteer

Firemen's Dance". Many other dances followed in Mandan ang also in the

smaller towns around, such as St. Anthony, which had the advantage (2} of
including a long wagon ride. The young couple also enjoyed hunting trips
and picnics with 6's brother and sister ags well as other

friends. Many of these eventz are preserved for us today in photographs.
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arried on August 22, 1910 and
vas born in 1913. married
on September 19, 1911. ‘ed and later married
married v at Traverse City, Michigan
in 1913.
and were married on May 28, 1912 in

5t. Joseph's Church, Mandan, Ncrth Dakota. The Nuntial Mass wae celebrated
by Father Hildebrand Eickhoff, 0.8.B., the asslstant pastor at that time.
In the fifty years simce that day the deecendants of that marriage have
grown to include fourteen ¢hildren, twenty grandehildren, and three great-
grandchildren, Many of these descendants as well as other friends and rela-
tives will gather in Mandan during 1962 to congratulate the couple for their

anniversary and to wish them many more happy years in the future.

and children and their date ¢f birth are as followst

April 18, 1913

o , 1914
: vanvary 18, 1916

W p 21, 1917

— o= Yebruary 12, 1919

March 18, 1520 +November 1, 1920

fugust 9, 1221

Hay 10, 1920 aNovember L, 1924

vk Far 9, 1925 +repruary, 19z0

Rev, Fy. hichard. 0.5.B  June 21, 1926

June 21, 1928

. October 7, 1932
May 10, 193k
April 18, 1937
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Happv are vou who fear the Lerd, who walk in His ways!

For vwou shall eat the fruit of your handiwork: happy
shall wou be ani favored.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
ot your hcme;

Your children like ollve branches around your table.

Behold, thus is the man who feavs the Lord.

The Lor¢ bless you ircm Slon; May you see the prosperity
of Jerusalem all the days of your life;

May you see your children's children, Peace be upon
Terael!

Glory be %o the Father, an? to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

As it was in the beglnning, is now, and ever shall be,

-« world withcut end. 4 ’

Amen.

Psalm 127
Blessing from the
Wedding Mass
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

Lecember L, 1565

Dear Father Abbot,

Addressing this leiter seemed etrange; I have addressed first-day covers o you
many a time, but never have I addressed a lettor to you at Sant' Anseimo; in faet
seldom have T addressed amy letters to Sant' Anselmo since I left there in 1949.
But I felt I must write you nw and thack you for the very special kindness shown
in your recent card which reached me for my patronal cormemoration. Thank you very
much for your kindness and prayerful remembrance. Thanks also for the greetings
which you extended from others at Sant':Anselmo. I would guess that Father Ulrie,
Father Augustine Meyer, maybe John Mueller, and Gabrlel Biki are the only few remain-
ing from my days in the caro colleglo, If you have convenient opportunity to greet
them from me, I would be very grateful. Certainly if Fra. Avellino is still in the
Porter's Office give him my heartiest greeting; he was always especlally kindly to-

wards me.

With the Council closing in a few days, you wlll likely be returning soconand
will see the great progress that has occurred in the physical plant. It looks like
the new seware dlspisal plant will be operating very scon; the new drainage system
has been complated through the football stadium to carry off the water from the north
side of the library and scisnce hall, But other improvements are not as prominent
as these major items. For example little mentien is made of the granite pieces that
have been lald in the cemetery te curb the turn-around area. It is good to see this
development, bt it 1s still a bit disaprointing not to see the monuments for the
abbots, nor the maln center plece which I understand is planned for the cemetery.
At a recent discussion on the new dormitory construction program Father Florian
reported that the county commissioners were agreeable to routing the county rcad
aleng the east shore of the Watab lake , even behind the cemetery, and rejoining the
present counby road in the vicinity of the Pfleuger home.

One of the unsung heros in the effort to improve the area of the watat has beea
0ld Father Edgar. Through these autumn days he has regularly spent a couple hours
cleaning brush and chopplog up old wind-falls in the area surrounging the path from
the back of the cemeiery dowsn tc the Watab and back towards the wells. It &s just
amazing how he has spruced up this area with his consistent, undpectacular activity.
Of course the new routing of the county road may undo or change seme of his achievements,
but he has certainly shown what a marvelous charee can result from a little consistent

effort.

The cold weather has made it possible to get some pretity goed ice on the bockey
rink; sc¢ the hockey team has been practicing and are schediled to play thelr first
conference game this coming week in St, Paul. There is %00 much snow on the pround
for the football team to practice outdoors, sc they have daily drille in the zymnasium
after evening meal. Ona of the players told me they will leave early cn Decerber 8th
for Augusta, Georcia in order to get in an outdoor practice Wédnesday, Thureday and
Friday on the field there. %he players seem fairly c¢omfidert about their ability
to triumph over the team frem Linfield, Oregen.

There is a sort of restlessness among the students as we appraach the Christmas
vagation, but not nearly theamount of enthusiasm for the football came in Georgia as
there was before +the 1963 game in Califcrnia. The fact that the game oceurs during
a recular schocl sessicn, and during an examination time at that, has discouraged many
of the students from plamiing to make the trip to Georgia. Of the 102 students on my
floor, most of whan are juniors, cnly about 10 or a dozen are thinking about the
possibility of making such a irip; and ip many of the dorms the proportion of interested

students 1e aven less. J CZ =
A L ’ ”
’ 26-09{44“(1 055
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PERSONAL

ACCOUNT

Of Richard Fekroth, C.S.85. . From January 1, 19 ! , to December 31, 196L
T RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hond Jan. 1, 19 {excl. Stipends) Salary o Assistants
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Sulory for Postor o Kitchen, meals 5400
Salory for Assistont chaplain 600 {00 Beverage 3450
Stipends 352400 ' Cigors and Tobacco 5320
Stala Clathing
Sale of Devotionols Lavidry
Donations 18,00 Books 8107
Aulo Sarvice Nswspopers and Mogazines 1400
House Muintenance Stationery and Postage
Salory for Chaplain Devotionals
Honorarium for Confessor Barber ond Toilet .
Missions and Ralreahs 35400 Telephone and Telegraph &o
Literary work Aule Maintenance 57480
. Other Sources New Auto
Medical Attendance
Madicina '
Teavel, (bus, alr, rall) 36470
Carfore and Taxi
Foirs and Entartainments 15 00
Alins 5485
Donalions )| .
Sundry Expelnses 50410
Stipends to Abbey 188500
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hond Dec. 31
Surplus Income 1o Abbey  ©3ch month €00L00
o L) Cash on hond Dec. 31, lexdl. Stip.) L1 B
Total 1005 400 Total 1005 .90
Solary due Jon. 1,

N.B, Placie give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

7]

Fr. Pichavd felorobh, CuM.

far the year

w61

Please give names and addresses of your
neorast relatives

parenthas
Name:

Street:

Town ond Stote:
brotlers ans sisters:

Name:

Street:

Town and Stale:nhones

Name:
Streal

phone:
Town ond Stater

phone
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0.5.B.

for the year

Please give nomes and aoddresses of your
nearest relafives

parents: thls is a change from last year
Name:

Stroet:
Town ond Staler

brotherg & sistare
Name:

Street

Town and Stater

Nome:
Street;

Town and Stote:
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

From January 1, |9§_9_, to December 31, 19&

of__ Fr. Righard =ckroth, £.8.8. .
RECE!PTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1969 {exel, Stipends) 4115 Salary to Assistants
Mass Slipends on hand, lan. Woge for Servants
Salary for Pastor chaplain 2520400 Kitchen, meals 12)d80
Salory for Assistant Beverage L1450
Stipands 795 L 00 Cigars and Tohacco  CANGY 19417
Stola Clathing
Sale of Devollonals Laundry
Donatlons Boaks 8475
Auto Servica ) Newspapers ond Magarines 2450
House Maintenance Statianery and Postage 2{85
Salary for Chaplain . Devotionals 3410
Honorarium far Confessor 30..00 _Barber ond Toilet 90
Missions and Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 3455
Literary wurl;_ Avto Malntenonce 26409
Other Sources gifts 25,00 Now Auto
. Maedice) Attendance
Medicine
Travel, I(bm, oir, rail} 2_0_ _]ﬁ
e Carfare and Taxi
Fairs ond Enteriainments 15125
Alms 28415
Donations __ gbamp collection 45435
) Sundry Expensss 38193
Stipends to Abbey 522100
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hond Dec. 31 ., . Jﬂ‘) g 48
Surphs Income to Abbey M"" il 2520400
Cash on hand Dec. 37, lexcl. Stip.) TILESR
Total W1Y.15 Total 3012015

Salary due Jan. |,

N.B. Please give information requested on last poge
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr. Richard Eckroth, (.5.8

for the year

1969

Pleoss give names and addresses of your
nearest relalives

parents:
Name:
Streel;

Town and Stale

Nome:
Sireeh -

Town ond State.

Namue:
Strash

Town and State:
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

Honorarium for Confessor

Barber and Toilst

Of .. Fr. Hichard sickroth, C.S.H. , From January 1, 193&, o December 31, 19_05.

RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cosh on hand Jan. 1,19 68 (excl. Stipends) L1l15 Salary to Assistants
Mass Slipends on hand, Jon. 1 Woage for Servants
Salary for Pastor . Ktchen, meals 15,00
Salary for Assistant chaplain 1530 100 Beverauge 7.p00
Stipends h ?bB 00 | Cigars and Tabacco
Stola - Clathing L.po
Sale of Devotienols Loundry
Donations Baoks bL.f6
Auto Service Nowspapers ond Mogazines 16.po
Hovse Mcintenance Stoticnery and Postage 10.B0
Solary for Chaplain Devotionals 3.80

Missions ond Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 1.5
Literary work Auto Maintenance 76.50
Other Sources gifts 2400 New Avio
- Medical Attendance
Mad.lclnc
Travel, (bus, air, rail) 875
Carfare and Taxi 1.[75
Fairs and Entaridinments 9.5
Alms 19.[50
Powmilees © Theology workshon 30400
Sundry Expenses 21.79
Stipends to Abbey 130.02
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hond Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 1.30.ho
. Cash on hand Dec. 31, {exd. Siip.) 4108
Totol 2288415 Total 2286415

Salory due Jan. 1,
N.B. Piease give informotion requesied on lost page
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PERSONAL

Of —}J.J_Ejﬁclm:d EQ k‘rg!‘,‘h‘L_Q- 8.

ACCOUNT

From Janvory 1, 19_'&, to December 31, 1920

M.B. Pleose give informafion requested on last page

RECEIPTS: EXPEMSES:
__ Cash on hond Jan. 1,19 70 (excl. Stipends) 13131 Salory Iotsskimts substitute B50L00
Egﬁpends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Paster  chanlein ] 2520.00 Kilchen, meals 7l 3¢
Solary for Assistant Beveroge
Stipends mass 787./50 Cigors ond Tobacco candy 19470
- Stola . Clothing
T _Sule of Devotlonals Loundry
- _Dl;naﬁons 15 00 Books 15
Auto Service Newspapers oad Magazines 30400
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage 5408
Salary for Chaplain Devolionals 9100
Honorariom for Confessor Barbar and Toilet o
Missions and Refreats Telephone and Telegraph 11,60
Tterury work Aute Mdintenonca 392181
Other Seurces New Auvto
[[5a ist 80,00 Maedical Aftendancs )
Medlcine
Travel, |bus, air, roil) 1L8le8
Carfare and Taxl
N Fairs ond Entertainments 18432
Alms 30490
abb ™ sction 1344010
Sundry Expeénses NELS
Stipends to Abbey 386.J00
Stipands to Others
Skipends on Hond De<. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 2310400
Cash on hand Dec. 31, (exdl. Stip) €530
Yotal 3516.p1 Total 3516461
Salory due Jon. T,
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fy. Richard fekproth, Q.8.8.

for the year

1970

Please give names and addresses of your
neorest relotives

parents mother name:
Name:

Sireah

Town ond State:
brothers and wisters:

Nome:
Stroeh

Town and Stnta.

Name:
Streel:

Town ang
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acknowledged on 1/14/72 - John, osb

PERSONAL ACCOUNT

&)
o

Fr. Richarg liekrotn, 8.8,
3

From Jaruary 1, WE, to December 31, 197_1..

Of "
RECEIPTS: EXPENSES: ‘
_____Cash on hond Jan, 1,19 71 [excl. Stipends} 65 g_3_O Salory to Assistants 1
Mass Stipends on hand, Jon. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Pastor chaplain 2520400 Kitchen, meals 32405
Solary for Assistant Beverage
Stipends 778.050 Cigars and Tobocco
Stolo Clothing ___2Lw0
Sale of Devotioncl: Loundry
Donatlons Books 37L90
Auto Service Newspapers and Magozines Lel%o
Hovse Mainienonce Stationery ond Postage 22110
Salary for Chaplain Devotionals SL00
Honorarium for Confessor Barber and Toilet ) 1._59
Missions and Refreats Telephone and Teisgraph 13413
Literory work Auto Maintenance 165406
Other Sources New Auto
glfiys 24,00 Medical Attendance °
from Procurator for summer 100,00 Medidne &0
CERYRL ) Travel, {bus, air, rall) o0LkS
__Carfare ond Taxi
Fairs and Entertainments 18460
Al 8o
Donalions
Sundry Expenses 130 .ﬂé
Stipends tc Abbey 2nal.na
Sfipends to Others
Stipends on Hand Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 2520400
Cash on hand Dec. 31, (exc). Stip.) h1has
Total 3180180 Total 3hbgp 8o
Salary duve Jon. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

rori byether: azé sisters
of

Fr. Bicha-d BCZA0TH. 0,701,

for the year

' 1971

gerre—— e

Please give nomes and addrasses of your
neorast relatives
Name:
Street;

Town and State:

Name:
Street;

Town and Stoter

Neme:
Street:

Town and State: _
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11 Janusry 1971

The Reverend Richard Bekroth, O.E.B.
Szint Benegict's Convent
ggint Joseph, Minnesoin 56374

Dear Tather Richerd:

medo il pchnowledge receipt of your Parsonsl dzccount.

Ag ¥ om Bure you kmow, the community here et Beint John's
Abbey is very much aware of the esubstantial support which
comep from the surplius income of thre Fothers and the Bro-
thers on parishes and chapleincies, The Firancinl state—
ment each yesr indicates that tbe smoumt of revenus is
increasing in aplte of the Zaet that the cost of Ziving

is going wWp. 1o Bone insiences I am sure thet this increeae
represents an ever Dwre conscienticus living of the spirit
of noverty. -

fhe mevenué $Or the pest fiscsl yvéar from “expositi” was
6202 ,522 before expenses wars deducted.

Mues Intentions in ezcess of those you need are still
post weleome. Jor various reasoms such intentiopms ere
plmoet disappesring in other paris of thie country and
abroad, and the excess we beve 2re sometimes Lhe means of
sypport in the sbbeye to which the intentions and stipends

are aent.

I am happy thet you wre isking euch zood care of the Abbey
stamp volleation. 1 have two elbums doneted to Smint John's
by . Would yox pleese come in to pick
them up, and theu 7w can telk about how to hendle thik gift,
“Thatk you.

¥y daily prayer for you ip that thie year will be one of
many blesnings for you and especisliy joy =ndé pesce ir your
1ife spd in your spbatolic work.

DPevotaerdly yours,

Baldwin bworschel, 0.8.E., abbot

BD/ev
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- STUDENT ACCOUNTS OFFICE
ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

4 9 onoo ® FGCKROTH RTCHARP NSB

+ Pleaes dalach this stub ond mall with your remittance. Your cancailad chetk sarver o1 your racalpt.

BALANMCF PREVINIIS STATEMENT § 3.860
10734 CASH 17,00 d_u.u'_u_a“thﬁ
11702 EnAN 1.10 10721 TFLF 5,63 S Jiboan, o
11737 TLR 2405 -"-WW'W
12/nR/T72 S 7nm.amc== DUE 26.1R

PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO 57, JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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STUDENT ACCOUNTS OFFICE
ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOT A 56327

4 5 Q0go * ECKROTH RICHARD OSE

Plagme detach this stb ond mof! wilh yaw remitionce. Your cancelled chack sarve) oy your racalpt.

BALANCE PRZVIOUS STATEMINT & 26.18
12/23 DueL 1.20
12/31/72 BALANCE DUE 27.38

PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE 10 ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

ot __Fr. Richard Eckroth, @,S.8. ,  From January 1 1972 o December 31 1972
T RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES:
Cash on hand January 1 19 72
{excluding Stipends) h1d435 Salary fa Substitute
Stipends racslved—for Masses offered 703400 Wages for hired help
Salary for Pastor Food and Beverage 10428
Salary for Assistant Tobacco -
Received from Abbey Clothing and Laundry 8 .'?9'_
Withdrawn from Business Office Room, Board, Juition
Donations 68475 Books, Newspapers, Magazines 39480
Auto Allowance Stalionery ond Posioge 3l 7e
House Maintenance Dues and Subscriptions
Salory for Chaplain 2503100 Barber and Teilet 2L6l
Honorarivm Telephone and Telegraph 12495
Missions and Retreots Auto Maintenance 1LL6LT3
Literary work Medical Attendance and Medicine
Other Sources  narigh help 100,00 | Travel (other than Vacation] 3545
{bwa, air, roil, taxi)
Entertoinment .and Recreation . 575
Alms and Donotions oo
Vacation 27400
Other Expenses 79442
stipends given to Fr. Roger 336400
Surplus come ta Abbey 220l g0
Cosh on hand 9. _ 51103
Total 331310 Total 330

M.B. Please giva information requested over,
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14712

Mass Stipends 1o Abbey | S PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YQUR NEAREST RELATIVES.
Mass Stipends to Others I {Even if you flled this ovt last yeor,
this might require updating.)
Total | PR,
NAME:
Mass Intentions on Hond - STREET:
Dollar value of Stipends on Hand §. __ _ _ CITY AMD STATE
To those residing oviside the M tery, to
avold any difficulty ai time of transfer or death: &
STREET:

Please list items of value which are In your
[ and belong to the M tery,
such os cameras, tope recorders, radios,
stereos, talevision sels, chairs, ond valuahle
objects of Art. (Do not liat things which
belong to the rectory or parish.) NAME:

CITY AND STAT

camera
radio STREET:

Royal upright btypswriter - L
wooden carving of medal of St. Benedict
relic of St. Richard & authentica
phonograph records

humidifier

all books in my bookshell

A#¥  stamp eguipment

CITY AND Sinuns
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of ipa Richard Ertwoth, 0.8.R . From Jamnage 1 19_13 10 _December 31 wi3
RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES: ' i
Cosh an hand Jamuary 1 19. 03
{excluding Stipends) 51403 Salary to Substitute
Stipends receivad—for M;Jsses aoffored atn e Wages for hired help
Salary for Pastor s RS Foed ond Bevernge 12107
Salary for Assistont 1137 450 Tobaceo
Received from Abbey Clothing ond Laundry 35415
Withdrawn from Business Office Room, Board, Tuition
Donations 6000 Books, Newspapers, Magozines 36L85
Auto Allowance Stationery and Postage 3k70
Houre Maintenance Dues ond Subscriptlons 1.50
Salory for Chaplain 1260400 Barber and Tollet Les
Honorarium Telephone and Telegraph 10LLo
Missions ond Retreats Auto Maintenonce TelB0
Literary work Medical Atendance and Medicine
Other Sources Trave! {cther than Yacation) 201,68
Spbstituting for other prissts 75 {00 fbus, air, rall, texi}
' Entertainment and Recreation 22,25
Alme and Donations 309-25
Vacation Bot.20
Other Expenses 102} 99
. .
T bunn i 207
Surplus Income to Abba?y;i e 21h9.00
Cash on hand__January 1 197l 94,07
Total 2965153 e 206,53

N.B, Please give information requested over.
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Richard Eckroth /413

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES,

[Even if you filled this out last year,
this might reauire vpdating.}

Mass Stipends 1o Abbey S .

Mass Stipends to Others

Tolal $azio . s father:
NAME:
Mass Intentions on Haond I ]Bg'ﬁ.&?f)r.
Dollar volve of Stipends on Hond $-. ¢ty AND $HUEE
brother: i
Jo those residing oulside the Monastery, to NAME:
avoid any difficulty at fime of transfer or death:
Flease lisf items of value which are in your 51 THRERT:
passession and belong to the Moncstery,
such os cameras, tape recorders, radios, CITY AND S"T
stereos, television sets, chairs, and valuable wisber:
objects of Art. (Do noi fist things which AR
belong to the rectory or parish.) NAME:

Royal ~pright t pewriter . SWEED -, ‘
"~ chaliee and pa ten . . CTY AND §¥

relies: Holy Cross, St, Richad s

all books in my rocm

wo-d cavving of Si, Bend. medal

old radio

0ld camora {fodaic) 30mm.& lighl metsr

197% Chevrclel, Sova for ny use prother:

loose, uscd siamps

sister:

brother:

LELGPHONE.

hrother:

brethors
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of Fr. Richard Fckroth, C.5.B. From Jamary 1 . 73 " April 30 ]973
RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES:
Caosh en hond 19

{exchuding Stipends)

Salary 10 Substitute

Stipends received—for Masses offered

Woges for hired help

Salary for Pastor

Food and Baveroge

Salary for Assistant

Tobaceo

Received from Abbey

Clothing ond Laundry tailor repaix 3.00

Withdrawn from Business Office

Roam, Beard, Tuition

Donations

Books, Newspapers, Magazines

Auto Allowance

Stalionery and Postage .96

House Maintenance

Dues and Subscripfions

Solary for Choplain

Barber and Tailet

Honorarium

Telepghone and Talegroph

Missions and Retreats

Auté Maintenonce

Literary work

Medical Attendance and Medicine

Other Sources

Travel (other thon Yacation)
(bws, air, rdil, taxi)

Entertainment and Recredtion

Alms and Donotlons

Vacation

Other Expenses duplicating 2160

Surplys Income to Abbey

_— 1

Cosh on hond

Total

Total 7&6_

™.B. Please give information requested over.
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Mass Stipends to Abbey | J—
Mass Stipends to Others

Total $_

Mass Intentions on Hond [

Dollar volue of Stipends on Hand $___

To those residing oviside the Monastery, to
avoid any difficulty at time af tromfer or death;

Pleate list Hems of volue which are in your
possession and belong to the Monastery,
such as comeras, topa recorders, radios,
steraos, televisian sety, chairs, ond valuoble
obljects of Art, [Do not list things which
belong bo the rectory or parish.)

Fr. Richard Eckroth, OSB

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even i you filled this aut last year,
this might require updating.)

NAME: same as Januzry 1, 1973

STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME;
STREET,
CITY AND STATE
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June %, 1973

Father Richard Eckroth, Q.5,B.
Convent of S . Benedict
St. Toseph, Minnesota 56374

Dear ¥ ther Richazrd:

In writing to the Bishon this morning, I asked him to make your
appointment as assietant at St. Augustina's eflective on June 19

and I have just written to Father Cosmas that the date of hls ap-
pointment to St. Bernard's would he effective on the same date.

However, if this should Le inconvenient for either of you, L have
asked Father Coeman to be in touch with you so as to arrange &

more convenient date,

I am grateful for the great good that you did at St. Ben's convent
‘and for your willingness to accept the appointment at St. Augzv stine's.
I hope you will be hoppy in the work there and since you will continuve
to teach hetre, 1am sure that I will see you occasionelly. Iam happy
alno that you ware wililng to continue to take care of our stamp and
coin collecti on, 1 would not want the work to hecome too heavy for
you and if you have cny suggestions as to a younger man who might
work into these projects, I will gratefully accept them.

With all good wishes and prayer that Ciod bless you, Iam

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
JE:fp
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HNE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESQTA
B&IN

SAINT JO
OEFICE OF THE ARBOT

May 15, 1973

Father Richard Ecksoth, C.8,B,
St. Benedict's Convent
St, Joseph, Minnesota 56374

Deer Father Richard,

The personnei staff and { have discussed your reqisest to be relleved
of being chaplain at 5t Uenedict's, though you will continue to teach
two courses in logic here in the college.

We have thougnt of various posasibilliies, but our tinal couclusion is

to avk ypu to aseist Father 4Aloysius at St. Auguatine's in it. Cloud,
alon, with Father Louie, the other nasistant, We are withdrawing
Father Cocmas from St. Augustine's. This appointmacat is agreeablo
to Fathay Aloysiuc and 1 am coaflident will be agreesble aiso 1o Bishop
Speliza I hope it will be agreeabie to you and that it will not be toc
difficult for you to commute froin St. Augustine’s for your class work
heze. I hope, too, that it will be pesaible for you 0 continue your
work an ihe atamp and ccin collections,

Fleanc iet me know if this ic agreeablz to you so Lhat [ can write to
the Bishop for his formal appointment and approvai,

With good wishes and the prayer that Jiod Blees you and your worlk,
Iam

Devotedly,

Abbol

JE:{p
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

0f _ Fr, Richard Eckroth, 0.8.B. .,

From January 1 197h 1o December 31 19 7h__

RECEIFTS: T expeNDIVURES:
Coshonhand Janl 397k
(excluding Stipends) 98.07 Solary 10 Substitute
Stipends received—for Masses offered 97.00 Waoges for hired help
Salary for Pastor Foéd and Beveroge 16 ﬁ_.
Salary for Asistont 261.9.[10 Tobacco
Received from Abbey Clothing and Laundry 25450
Withdrawn from Business Offlce Room, Board, Tuilion .
Donations 35h 00 Books, Newspapers, Magazines 35,35
Auto Allowance Stationery ond Postage 10445
House Maintenonce Dues and Subscriplions 1450
Solary for Choplain Barber ond Toila 6455
Honorarium 21.p0 Telephone and Telegraph
Missions and Retreots Auto Maintenance 68180
Literary work Medicol Attendance and Medicine 664
Other Sources bingo priases 18.00 Travel {olher than Yacation}
{bus, air, rail, taxi) gasoline simply 179}L0
Enferioinment and Recreolian 3018%
Alms and Donations 2!&8 L8
Yacation 115453
Other Expenses mpatly for cooking 53 3‘5_—
gas at the cabln
__ Mass stipend woney sent to
Fr. Roger Schoelbeckler 97100
Surplus Income ta Abbey month by month 1958495
Cash on hand.._Dagamber 31 19 7k 289166
Totol 3207417 Total 3201 66

N.B. Piegse give informalion requesied over,
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Vr/id
. fckands & hritd.

Mass Stipends to Abbey $— PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

Mass Stipends to Others ) {Even if you filled this out lost year,
this might require updating.)
Totol s
NAME:
Mass Inlentions on Hand STREET:
Dollar valve of Siipends on Hond $— CITY AND
To those residing outside the M fery, to ;
avoid any difficuity at time of transfer or death; NAME:
STREET

Please list items of value which ave in your
possession ond belong to the Monostery,
such as cameras, lope recorders, radios,
stereos, lelevision sets, choirs, and valuable
ohjocts of Art. (Do not llst things which

CITY AND STATE:

belong to the rectory or parish.) NAME:
relie of St. Richard STREET:
relis of Holy crose (no authentica)

old radio - CITY AND STATE

wood carving of medalef St Bengdict
tzmewriter . (Royal upright 1952) :
miscelanaous hooke

chalice & paten & pall

alb
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May 20, 1974

Dear Father Richsrd,

Originally ! had planned to send Father Patrick to Tokyo at the
end of June or early in Juy. However, in view of complications
that have arisen in fulfilling commitmente already made for the
summer, 1have now decided and have asked Father Patrick to
remain ln Albany until the end of Avgust. Ibave zlso written
the Archbishop of Tokyo and Prior Hildebrand of this change

in plan.

Yvhile I know that you are eager to begin work at Albany, 1
hope that you will pot mind remalning at St. Augustine's until
near the end of Auguet to help with the necessary work there
during the summer, I admit thisis not the be et yolution Hut
it appeare to be the only feasible one at present,

With every good ‘wish and the prayer that God bless you, Iarm
Devotedly yours,

. Abbot
JE:fp

Father Richard Eckroth, 0.8, B.
5t. Augusiine's Church

443 Second Street, S.E.

5t. Cloud, MN 56301
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April 16, 1974

Father Richard E£ckroth, Q,8. B.
St. Aungustine's Church

443 Second Street Southeast

St. Cloud, Minnzsota 56301

Dear Father Richard,

Father Dgniel kas spoken Lo you about a change from 5t. Augus-
tine's and he hus also spolen to Father Aloysius. Ibelieve he
has aleo discussed the possibility of your warking at Aibany
with Father Germain, while continulag to tesch your regular
classes here, Father NDoniel has uleo spcken to Father Ger-
main and the letter crame t0 see me this afternoon on another
matter and be expressed hia happinesa at the decision which

I arrived ot this moraing, to ask you to accept an assignment
to Albany. Father Cermain is certain that you and be will be
able to work ocut a achedule that will be ully acceptable hoth
for the work of the parish and for your work here, Ihove you
will be pleaced witn this assigmncnt.

Vith every good wish for the joys of Eagter, Tam
Devntedly yours,

Abbot

JE:fp
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY* €O ;LEGEVILL.E, MINNESOTA
322

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
Japuary 15, 1974

Vasar Father Richard,

Thank you for vour personal account for the past year, for your letter of

te 10th explaining two of the items, and for the amount of $2149 which you
vere able to coutrivute to the support of the commurity during the past year.

1 appreciate tbe cxplanation of tihe Alme and Donatione and of the Miseelaneous,
and T zladly spprove both. 1 think it good for the Fsthers at St. fapustine’s
Le donate someching regularly to the parish collectien end alse to practice
shrrity to thoos in need, and I em grateful for the work you de to keap tae
cabii pesr Casa Lake ir shape and in procuring lueier lops for brother Rubert,

Ir the name of the community T arm prateful for the work done sné for the sacri-

flces made.
With 211 zood wishes and the praver that God continue to bless you and your

work, I am

Devatedly yours,

Abbot
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Che Uhurch of Bt Augustine
443 20d Sireat 8. B,
Bt Qloud, Lo

January 10, 197h

or, kbbot,

The figure of £306.25 may veem excessive for alms and denaSiens; but Vatier Aloysius
gays wou hava given permigs.ion for vs Lo deasts regularly Lo the parish collecilon, and
on Lep of that wa are often touched” by transienss for haud-outs at St. Agusiine's;
aie &8 thera is no commes parisi fund Lo draw upon, nor any premisicn for Lood or
1paz es tc be served either ners or at a esnvengdént lunchroer nesrby, we are sxpected
to make such offerines from owr oWh pocket.,

Another fipure bhet mey scen hizher than appropriate is the miscelansous expense
of ©:02.39. Trnis mostly pevers ihe cost of supplies for ine 1log cabiv pear Caso Iaite.
whick T 23 e a)a-s supnlies fruwr o pocket, 6 well ar licenses for wre coats and
canne usec ore, end bhe expenses for repsir and meintenance oi e chair saw whis i
I used ecasidersbiy last winber to precure lumber logs for Bro. Hubers, and for wh./ch
there was no Fund to draw frow other than my pwn poclet.

Faith#ullr in St. Benedict,

Z Mo &b, 655
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Apzil 30, 1976

feverend Richard Eckrotl:, 0.5.D.
Churel of ESeven lolors
L1bany, linnegota 56307

Dear Tather pichard,

T2 persennel ntaff aad 1 aave spent nany hours In Lrylug Lo work out
the appointmonts for the cordng vear fu & way that will best it the

of each parson as vell as tle needs of Che pazticular apestolate
aud the comitnents of the community. Nux fined meeties, Lopufully, was
on Wednesday of tiude wesk, the 28in,

Shunugh I aohed you earliay ot Lo alrn yous zoutract vith the University
fexr the cocing yzar, I Love not nontioned ny Cwoughta for the coming vear
a9 sany thiags waze gqolte ansettled witll this past Uodnesdur vien T da-
cided we couldd po longer dalsv decizlons. 7 have sritten to Fatlizr Germaln
aeking him if Father Urban will L2 acceptelle as assoclate pastoy, and I
heve wriltten fo Vatlier Urban 1f an eppoin it to Albezuv wll)l Le aceontable,
I hope for a faveratle response frow 2acih.

Yor vour ‘Futvra worik, [ woull b2 sretaful 4f you would ceousider poing to the
Balaras, sioer the Dizliop haw beon asbiag feor additionel lelp from us, partly
in view of tha foct . 8 couple of our man ara gettivg alomg in yeara. If
tlds is asgreeable to vou, I would gmlve vou the opportunity for tandngorome
COUrses oY WOrkkiuops, as you wlgit ehoose, wven for the 1t somester of the
eoning year. Thds would mean belng evallaule foy goine to the Jahamas in
Jauusry of 1677, whiclh would bu g gool time so tliat ysu could Lecome somewhat
acclimetes hefore the warmer gummcy wsetiier sois in therc,

Patiier Grban 13 a3dll workiang for the [IfL, Lut lie has resigned from that and
csked for e prrisi sssignenert. I doubtk 1€ ke con wind up hix werk ic Zpain
before tie middle or ead of July. For the present, tuen, I would ask you to
coatiaue at Altzsny, with the posaibhility of talidng a couple of the Horlshopa
vedng given here thie swmer,

I would appreclate yowur letting me know wietuer chis ageigament and plan ie
aceeptable to you. In the hope that it will be, 2ad with all good wiahes I
an

Yewstedly yours,

Abvot
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Tt fonbioriain Corpagpiorrtboiti, /F75 ~IFS o g | Y 27

My denrest onos, o Christmas; 1576 9 X

Hers goasz far an account of wy recent travels in Jerusalem and the Holy Land. T had my
lagt mass in Albany, Monday morning, October 11, and af'ter a quick brealkfast drove Lo Sb. Wéf
John's whers I left my car. Thera met me and tonk me to the Minneapnlis airpord. /‘.r_‘l
Here T hoarded a TU7 to New York., "huy arc huge planes, but it was only paytially filled.
Tn New York T bearded an Icetandic TCH for the night flight across the Aslantic. This was
jam packed with not a single empty seat. Tt was beautiful to see the lights of New York and
Boston and the Kew England coast as we flew out of the States; but one could only faguely
make out New Foundland and Oreerland. About midnight we recelved 2 meal; and after a couple
more hours we lunded at 6:00 a.m. in Iceland for refueling. TFrom Tceland we were eonstantly
in the clcuds and rain ontil we landed in Tuxembourgz. I had conly & couple hours in Luxembourg
before boarding a train through France to Zwrich, Suitzerland. The French Customs werz rathor
suspicious of the group ln our train cemportment, for cne of the Americans in the group hed
goiten on in Ampterdam and this city is noterious for druga. Bul they found nothing. 1T spant
the nizht in o Swiss hotal and went early to the airpert. You hove to be at tha airpori houra
vefore a flight to Tsrasl, for the Iorael security is extremely tight, ani they search your
bags and person mnst thoreughly, in their efforts te prevent hi-jacking and bombing. Ve were
in o 707 for this f1ight, and the sky became clear as we flew over the Alps and Itely and
Sicily and the Gresk Island of Rhodes to lund in Tel iviv. This was still an hour drive fraw
Jerusalam; and I was much impressed at how guickly darkness sets in after the sun has sst.
It seemod 5o much more quickly than 4n our porthern climate. Anyway I was warmly Welcomed atb
the Franciscan House uf Biblical Studies and ayrived in plenty of tima for the avening meal.

It is a rather speciallzed university in preparing Doctors of Sacred Scripture, and there are
about as many professors as studsnts. Only priests are allowed to live there, but a few Semi-
nariens do come for class {rom anolher Franciscan house across the city, and there was even a
Syrian Orihodox cleric in ocur classes. I signed up Tor § classes, but since I would leave
before the snd of the semester, Iwould not have to take any exama. The studente come Trom
all over the world: Poland, Italy, Spaih, Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, Canada, Jugoslavia, Francs,
etc, Among the profassors are scme ovtstanding Seripture professors; some have written many
hooks, and others have done very important work excavating sites in the Holy Land. The classes
were all taught in Itallan; but very many of the reference booles were in English, for so much
has besn dona in Sgripfire ressarch by Englishmen and Emericans, Also in the streets one can
use English very eszsily, for aside from Hcbrew and Arabic, English 1s the most comronly used
lapguage. EBven 1little kids Rnow somo English.

The clurch bells in the clty were beautifvl to hear. But there wers other things I heard
too. [ lived in the Moslem Arab sector, within the walls of the old eity of Jervsalem. And
Twns onlr a faw hundred feet from a Moslem minarette, which blasted oub the call for prayer
five times each day: abouth 11:30 a.m,, mid moraing, noon, before sunset, and after sunsat.
Witk windows 6pen, it reslly rouced one {rom slesp about 41301 Sometimes they wead a loud,
strenge-sound ing horn over the loudopeaker, and other timas & homan voice singing a strange
melody with Arabic werds over the loudspesker. Believe me, it really pave a unigué character
to trls ontdve setting! Theee waa an Arab school seross the streot from my windew, mnd the -
kids were very noisy holh in elaz= and eut of elass., It was a nolsy neighborhcod. Seme cars
could drive by the fromt door, so there was u lot of Horking of horns, for it was a very
narrop zbd danperous street. In othor parts of the old city il is impossible for such a ve-
hicle 1o poss, and only donkeys sre wsed to haul things. T4 was so interasting bo live in
thn eld vlby, @or there the 1ifo bae not much changed from the time of Christ. Peeple are
mostly Avah or Armenian; they dress very ofbsn in their cld native attive, long robes, much
jeuelry, turbansd headdress, often cavry things on Lheir heade, slt smoking Turkish water
pipaa by thelr shops; moat have stools in the street o eit and tslk; they spend sn awful lot
of time taliing aud violting) shop keepers have much of Lheir wards on the street cutside
their shops, The streets ave often vory nurrow, steep, dirty and smelly; but Lt Is all part
of #w scone, And such o mixturs of patlonelitical Host of the buildinpe as well ax the old
walls of ths city are hundreds of years cld, and all cf & tone, One sees all kinde of food
offerad for sale, whole carcasses of goats, shesp or rabbits, 1ive chickens, One saw many
different kinde of vegetables and m&lons we do noti-have in our country, and we receivod quite
a wariety of them c¢n our table but always prepared in an Italian manner. In the fall months
there 4s nn sbundance of delicious fruits; grapes, apples, aranget, pears, grapefruit at very
cheap prices, The streets were ¢logged with t housands of tourists, but i1t was very edifying
to see the real devotion that most expressed. Cne thing that surprised me much was the large
number of T.V. zntennas, even in the old poor saction of the city. Interestingly much of the 1
Zmplish Tanguage T.V. comas from the counbry of Jordan, just a few miles eash of Jarusalem. |
In this Arab sector *ou found a lot of anti-Tsraeli grafitii on the walls of buildings, md
af course a loy of soldiers, even on the flat housetops with automatiec rifles and side-arms;
and thev alvays carried plentv of real ammnnition. A1l the city gates were heavily patrolied,
and 1t was not uncommen to Ve stopped far seoubity checks. But it was mostly the Arabs that
wore checked cut. One scnsod o lot of bitter Yeslings between the Arabz and the Jews, This
area of the city was taken from she Arabs in the é-day war of 1967; sco it 1s s8ill strongly
anti-Tsrael,

There were so many sites to visit and pray at in the Holy City, ae well as in the Holy Land
in renerdl. Seversl timos I visitod the Henedictina Abbey of ihe Dorsdtion, which was ab the
oppeoito eide of the Old Gity from where I slayed. It was bagly damaged in tne 1948 war ang
15 only now being restored. The room of the Last Supper, over the tomh of King David is a
aluipe for Moslems and Christians, and the tomb of David is s ghrine for Jews 25 well as Mos-
lame and Christiens., Different Chyistian groups hsve charge of the gite of the Holy Sepulichre
and Calvary in the same Basilica. The Mount of Dlives, ths Garden of Gethsemane and other
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THE HERMITAGE .
BOX N.PIBY
MABCAL. BAHAMAE

fl u;

PAUL LEONARD
By -the Mercy of God and Favour of the Apostoli:z See
Bishop of Nassau

OFFICIAL LZTITER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Right Reverend John Eidenschink, 0.5.B.
Abbot of St, Jobn's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, I hereby
sppoint Reverend RICHARD ECKROTH, 0.5.B., as Associzte Pastor
of Holy Fawily Church ou Robinson Road, New Providence. This
appointment will be effective as of Jawuary 22, 1977 and will
remain in effect until further notice. TFrom the date of
_appointment you are to-agsume all the duties of an Associate
Pestor, according to the law of the Church and the will of your

pastor.

Given at Nassau from our Chancery
this 5th day of Jenuary, 1977,

S i
&hi A, Moo

Vicer General
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POBT OFFICE BOX N-3040

NABSAU, BAHAMAS . e T
TELEPHONE 809.334.1811 January 2L, 1977

Lear Father Abbot,

After a woolt in Nassau, it is about btime that T send you a note and assure
you that Father Prior and Father Gervase and I had a safe and enjoyable flight
down here; and I believe tney accomplished their own missjion here befere going
cn to Puerto iico on Friday. I dan't know what kind of omen thempeople hcre
would interpret the nistory-makin cold that accompanted us down here,tut the
snowfall and the unprecedented cold tempcratures apparently made history here
several days last Wweek, Actually “he weather has not yot become anything near
warm and several schools were closed here *ust because of the lemperaturss.

Bv contrast to the sub-zero weather IMinnesota has had the past weeks, 1t really
seems verv pleasant here at this tims. But T guess i1t mostly depends upon the
voint of contrast.

T feel prateful for the appointment te work with Fethcr Silvan in this rather
new parish of Holy Family, founded by Father Marcian in 1966, for i% avpears %o
be a very thriving parish, with good partleipation of the laity. T persgnally
have a lot of anvietles yet abaut my ability to do a decent Job at it, dut 7
will do as well as I can. Father Silvan is very helpful in geiting me acquainted
with the operation of the parish, and he expects me to take over the ordinary
opera“ion of the parish. His own time 15 mcra and more in demand at %the bishop's
office, especially with his work rn the marrlage tribunal T guess. T =nderstand
it 1s a rather thriving parish by Bahamlan standards; in fact evoh the ¢*ursh which
has no debh was built mestly by local cendirdbnticns. Gf course therc are nany
poor families within i% and ihey recuire s lot of athention, but there is a goud
coupera ien and generoslty from th- rove gifted lay leadars in the parish, wilch
helps all the prerrams to funchionn smoothly. S0, we can only see what the future
brings....

The par shioners do not offer mass stipends, and I did not bring any supnly
with mo, sc¢ I would appreciate your asking Father Roger Scheznbeckler %o send
seme on to me at his convenience. I have received soe for the time being fram
Prior Kias, and I cancontinue to receive some fram him until Father Noger can
send srme, Befere T left St. John's ha had asked me if T wanted any, or just
let him know 1f I would need any. At that time T had no idea whether there would
be stipends from the parish or not, So I had declinad taking any at that time.

Wow I can use some,

A 1ittle VHlkswasen has been assigned to my use, and I have been out a bit wrying
ta get accustomed to driving swch a machlne, and especlally trylng to get accustomed
to driving on the left side of the traffic, It is chiefly at the corners and at thep
many traffic circles that I havo a bit of difficulty; but thew the braffic ciecles
can prove a problem sven tu the veterans, for one never knmews if all the contenders
are going to fcllow the “rules" of the Pockeying. TI% 1s a bit of a game in a vay,
but can be verv harassing at the rush heurs.

Holy Familv is located only about 24 bbles down a main thoroughfare from the
Monastery back pate, so it is very handy that I reside at the Monastery and drive
back and forth for the services and office hours at the parish center. Also it
chviates all the heavy down-town t-affic thatwould be involved in residing a2t the
Priory. #Also the support and ccnmpany of the Brethren is vary reassuring, so T
a~ grateful for this arrancement.

ok
. ‘4.-‘(1“’/ — D) i PRSI A
PV mn 5—-"**?..4’,’””
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4 Tehruasy 1877

Yila Reveread Tle:

wrd Jobrath, 2.5, 8.
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BR any

B SR

Laat you Axo
Finding Irn
Ft yar sonld ucs some NeSE Lngen-
mepan vendy fov vou and I wiil
Yo way wilts him
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[

i the hope that all
your Rivlmg 4¢ Saind
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a3 mur ol 4dd An
AscRLeLnga G She beeshieg,
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Vits Lrosace
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

PGSY OFFICE BOX N.3040

NABSAU, BAHAMAS

TELEPHONE BO2.324-1511 Yarch 23, 1977
3

Dear Falher iAbbol,

Lent is going by very auickly, and I thought I I sho:1d net let it pass completely
withcud a word o you. In line with ilie practice of the Jouse here, T submittac
two resolutions for Lenb to Prior #lias ard he approvesd them. Plrsy was te bo more
requiar in returning on time tc the Nonastery %o join in the £:30 Commanity lass,
amd the secid was of & self-denial effort %o give up the uemal evening drink of
soft drink or rur mixture that is availalblo baforc everirg corpline. And so far,
T om bgpy to ceport, T tave becn cuite faithiul in Lhese resolu'l;icns. T think you
& have approved Shem, acd Fotbar Ilias gave me his blessisg in your stead.
The momastic observancs here st St. Augustine's is really wery edifying: lobt only
is e roal effort made by all %o attend the Divine Office as wuch as possible, even
by those whe ar:met busy wibh other crncemns, like ¥r. George, but 2lso the Cfiice
:L‘ prayed in a very rellective end messured rannar. Regudarty =acl Shere ic @
spirit-el confersnca b the 1r10r wrich the Candidates also attend, and then *hiz is
followed Ly 1 discission or report tc the proiessed morks, in whikh are ind nded
Bro. Bavid, Fr. Theofile, the Brother Iy« 5t, Leo’s and nyself, In the next dgvs
$h0 Abbot iros Trisidad witl be visitiny hers in prepa aties for &he 2 Srothers he
iz williny *c read ho Stifuzusbine’s fo help awment the commuiby here. Thew ere
Le ee only 1:- Septarbir, At thz ere -i.g menls we are reading the 1iie of Ahlot
Boniface Jinve, amd many a smile o chue'le is raised a% aliost each meal. Until
today Abnob Lec l"l.l(]IDf was With us and he Yoo saemed Lo onjoy the mamsr In u uich
the unicue character ¢f Abtet Wimmer hes been brought oub in vhe took, .

Bus before T get along too far in this letter T have a coeuple nueatlcas I have
wanted to present tc you, 1. desls with Yass intendlons, ono cifically binziion
ghipends. I offer culte a few Lination rassas, for almost every '~orm'.ng I cilfuy
kas= at tle perish for T prap € Yhere, and then at the Cowauuity Fass I again
offer as a concaksbr mb. .:u, what sheuld 1 do witiv these bination stipends? A4t.

St, John's 1 regularly turned them in to Father Rogsh with the notation that they
wore binatlon stu_‘-e ais, T would appreciate 1f yiu could advise me What to do with
the in mv press~t sktuation. 2nd has to do with ry salary bere. “he bishep has
Actermined %hat T weceive a roegularly monthly salary of #150. just =s all ihe cbher
pastora do in Hassau. In addlition ho that sun I alzo pay fverm the parish funds
\,150 to Sht. Aumstine's Momastery fur my koard. Presently I howe inken out a savlngs
sceount from which I can withdraw any amonnt al any bime, an’'I have Eesen depositing
iy Mass spipends snd salary mouay in tiis acewht. Haturally bhere ars some daily
expenses for perscnal needs and thinys like postage, 5o net all the salary geta
c"epos)ted esc nonth., The saviungs accwnt is a joinpt one with Father Zlias as lne
joint signer, and it payrs 6¢3 inter Uf cowrse it will never beceme 2 really big
account; but it is safer than lcep.m; :;]19 mohey ir cash h.re on the premises, for
there 1s an incresse” amo.nbt of vandalism »nd house-Lreaking in Massav; amd of course
St, Augustine's is nrd exceptsd from this e ther. Anwar, if ym Iind 1t convenient,
40 respond to thsse two cusries ¢ T wenld apprecizie it.
th uz ig past weck-end for a pleasant br ak from Florida
i 38 J" the ney commter that will seer
%o ses a face from the abber: Jut also Father
ited and %Yalked with all of us 2t the lona:teryy

Wer

Zro, Rrrvy Ceawman was i
ig loaruing the specis
inatalded av 34, John's. Tt ua
Colman was in town a weel aud 2
and that wrg pleasant too.

e

i Lesh wisihes for a blessed el

Yy I
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31 HMarch 1977

‘e leverend Richard Eckroth, 0.5.7.
Saint Auzustine's lionastery

Post Q0f£Fice Box ¥-3940

Negsau, Bahamas

Dear Tather Flchsrd:

Thank you for your letter of the 23rd of Mazch waich I found en my dest
vhen I returned from my wieit to Saint inselm'e in Tokyo. 1 #m happy to
know that you submitted your two Lenten resolutions ho Father Prior, thuae
ke spproved &nd bieased them, and thzt you have bsen faithful in observing
them.  foon you will receive thz bleasings of Holy Week und kie jor of
Fapter. ¥ appreclsted, also, your secoumt of the monustle obpervance at
Seint Auzusrire'’a, My experience nlqo war rhat thsir observance ic wory
zd4fying crd T hopa that frow thers thare will be souc good candidazer.

In reference to your two quedtions: our Indelt specifies that bioption
iEepes era to b2 vsed for che educsilon of candidates for the priesthocd,
fince faint Augustine's does not do this, at leeat nol at present, I would
" recommend your keeping the bination stipends iu che savings zccount and
seriodisally zending them to Fathgy Foger. Becomdly, I would racommend,
eipo, that you keep your calsry {whatever you do not need for persozal
exranaes) in the savings account and occoaplonelly cend this to Father
servase oF to me a8 surplus fncomz. This Zox the present. We will be
considering our misalons 8t one of the next Hznior Councll meetdnge and
verhapzs we will come up with some different svranjzementa regardiag salary,
ete,

Last evenlpy at the Chanter I read Bishop 3allke's formal request fo take
over the rcare of <aint Joweph's and the Hevmen Center in Mporhead end to
sive ua {ustead the parigshes at Pragee and Lake Park. The Chapter did not
oblect. I alao gave a brief reoort on my visit to Toltyo: 1f all goes
according to planned, shbot Qdc Pras will become Prior and Pastor this
sumerey thouvh the foumdatign &tii) rewains onve, Fether Pakrfei will be
returnine at the end of April te awsie ax asslgnment here,

With srzetings to all fn the community, eapeclally Brother davis, for a
joyfal Tester, I anm

Jevwetedly yours,
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5%, Augustine's Monastery
Nassan, Bahamas
April 27, 197%

Dear Father Abbol,

Thans for your letter some weeks ano responding t-my questions abcut bination
stipeads and how $& gecure my money while in the Bahamas, And thanke now zpain fer
the letter abowt the general chapter ond the appointment of a new SubFrior. T agres
with yon that Father Vletus has fulfilled the role well. Sorry about Fr. Theocore
suifering a stroke; he is bp my prayers. I'm reburning the ballets for anew subprior,
and also Fr. Alan'e survey, which I ask that you leave in his box, tc sava on postage.
411 goes well hers; Holy ¥ecek wes very nice. I had mever previvesly athended the
Clirism Mass. I beliuve all 12 pastors of Nassan werc in attendance at %he Bishdp's
concelebrated Chrism Mass the evening before Holy Taursday, an: ab the massf all of
the priests renewed their loyalty. Tt is a beautiful ceremony.

Fr. Burton uvas here a few days last week, and thouth we 314 nch see ruch of him
he Aid shire sowme of the latest rumors and news of the abbey with us, 2nd it was
refreshing to have him hére. T understand that Fr, Peregrin hopss to coms here this
pevt week-and fron some mesting he is attending in florida; amd of course Fr. fndre
ig due here next waek for the Alebhdlic Program; ®o we should be due for further news
of the abbey and community. Bro, %avd had a sudden pain tHis pasi Sunday. They took
him promptly to the doclor whe assured him it wos not appendicitis, but poseibly a
kidney stene or ths 1ilc¢7. 3rother is up and about his work but under dou.atinued obser-
vation by the doctor. 411 poes w1, -
Fr: 11 1 =
aternal Vs /I,, ;/LL-\/H.»VJ" P ?5
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S May 1977

The Reverend Richard “ckroth, 0,5.B.
Salat Augustine's Monastery

Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Jear Father Richard:

Thank you for your letter of April 27th which arrived this moming.
I appreciate your having sent your suggestions for the office of
Subprioc and the questionnaire for the fGemeral Chapter. T have
siven the latter to Father Allsu.

Father Burtom calleJ by phome a couple of days ago but I have had
no teal opportunity cc speak with him sfnce his visit to the
Pahansa. He seemed hopeful that the results of his visit would be
good. At the present time Father indre is 1n the Bahamas, and T
an sure bs will give 1 report on his veturm, I am sorry to learn
that Zrother David izl a sudden pain onm April 24th; since I have
heaxrd nothing furthzr I am assuminy rhat he 1s feeling better,

Pleage give him uyy goeetltgs.

Father [heodore's condition remains the same. Father Peter returned
to Redlake yesterday but musz still take it very wasy, Father
Patrick Okads will bz jolnz up to help him and to stay on there,

With every good wish, and a preyer that Sod bless you, 1 am

Devotedly yours,

Abhot

JE/ev

0SB ECKROTH 00125



Alumni Association
ST. JOHN'S PREPARATCRY SCHOOL
ECollegeville, Minnesota 56321

August 1977

Dear Fellow Alum,

Another fundraising letter from St, Joan's? No! Not at all, We'd like
to talk to you about something more important--much mere important--our

own children,-

For the last couple of years our sons (and daughters!) bave attended St.
John's Prep. And although we are very happy about this it was their
cheice~-not ours. 8%, John's Prep Sckool is very different today tbhan it
was 15, 20, or even 25 years ago~~there's no doubt about that. But the
school has maintained and even improved itself in those areas which are
most important——Christian morals and academic standards.

And although the cost of a Prep education has gone up (what hasn't!) the
school does have available thousands of dollars in financial aid--mueh of
it provided through our anaual alumni fund drive.

If you are interested either for your own son Or a friend, why not send
the enclosed postcard in to the school taday. We know Fr. Alan would ap-

preciate the inguiry apd give it every possible attention.

Sincerely,

Fa?éi- of Father of
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

NAME-: Richard William ECKROTH
(Religions) (Baptismal) (Family)
BIRTH: Mandan rEErH Morton ,Nerth Dakota June 21 1926
(City) (County) (State) T (Month) (Day) (Year)

YOUR PATRON SAINT:El. Richard of GlastonburywAMEDAY:  December 1

St. John's Abbey July 11, 1946  Abbot Alouin Deutsch
(Place) (Date) {Before Whom)

Benedictine Prioxy
FINAL VOWS/OBL AT[ON,Sarnen, Switzerland July 11, 1949 Abbot Frimate Bernard Kazelin

Place) (Date) (Before Whom)

TRIENNIAL VOWS:

ORDINATION:_St, John's M)'h_glr_ June 7, 1952 Bishop Peter W. Bartholome
(Place) (Date) (Bishop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: s — e .

Cerman—French Missian

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

FATHER’S RELIGION:_ Eoman Catholic ____DATE OF BIRTH:

HIGHES'—T LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:.. Crade 8

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: 2 retired
(When You Entcred Monastery) Now)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:—_

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE:_ Mandan, Nerth Dakota

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:_.Swise

MOTHER’S RELIGION: Roman Catholic DATE OF BIRTE.

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:__ Grade 8 She was orphaned at age &
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srmae,

YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

student; with summer work in carpentry, general fam werk, dry clsaning establishment

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE DATE

St, Joseph's Schocl, Mandan, N.D. 1932--L0

ELEMENTARY:

SECONDARY:. St John's Prep School, Yclleceville, Minn 19h0-lh diplama

A 2

UNDERGRADUATE: St John's University, Collegeville, 19Lh--L5, 10L9~—-

St. John's Avbey, Collegeville, 19L9--53

THEOLOGY:

GRADUATE: Colegio di SattAnselmo, Bome, Italy 1ghé--L9 Philosophy -
PR.B July 1908

Ph.L. July 1949

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER: Seminar at Harquette University, Milwaukee; Amerlean Benedictine Academy meeting
&% 5%, Vincent's Archabbey, latrabeé, Fa.; Uatholic UMivCTEiby, Weshingbon,; D.Ces
Scripture renewal at Studium Biblicum Franciscamum, Jerusalem, Israel.
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lascing six monchs or more) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROTESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the rype or nature of the work, e.g.,
assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) the location, () the duration, (d) any

spocial achicvements or iiems of note, e.g., built parish hall iz 1948, or Dunforth grant in 1960.

In charge of the Abbey stamp collection and coin collection 1950-~76

Secius to the Novices 1951--53

Agsistant to the Brother Master 1953--56

Instructor in Philosophy, later Associate Professor with tenmre 1952--76

Wine maker and in charge of Wine Cellar 1963--76
Master of Brothers 1956--6l

Assistgnt Procutmbor 1961
Prefect of 2nd floor St. Thomas Hall 1964--66

last prefect of St. Anselm Hall Pre-divinity group 1966--57

Chaplain at St. Ben's (Comvent, college --09, high school -=70) 1967--73
S0 TUC Y ‘S‘Tff@ﬂ‘ﬂml—lﬁﬁ:--ru

Assistant Pastor at St. Augustine's Church, St. Clond 1973--Th

Assistant Pastor at Seven Dolors Church, Albany, Minnesota 1974-~76

Agsociat e Pastor at Holy Name Church, Nassau, Bahama Islands 1977-—

Did a lot of physieal work arcund St. John's: construction of Menastery Wing 195k,

Rewmued the 2 old barns and 3 silos, 2 old steer sheds, the old stucco machine shed,
the old mill and chicken coop, the old nursery, the old weather station.

Moved the {lag pble to its present location (1977) and built stone base abound it.
A1se built the 2 stone bickeb booths at the football stadium, built mmercus curbs
itk a cement awlvert from the {lappole corner nord:

neay St Thomas Hall Alne b h
to the Watab.

& 3 o itting for Jember in the unecds_sapth of Hebert Pfleuger,
and in the right of way of the new I-9h highway, as well as removed a lot of dead
or damaged from the carpus or near Flyntown.

Renovated the old log cabin on the Clar ra Kremer property on Swenson Lake near
Cass Lake, Minnesota
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
For those still living give cheir present address; for those who bave died write ““deceased.” Put an asterisk
before those whom you want contacted immediately and dircctly by the Abbey when you die.

Fr. Richard Eckroth (William) St. Augustine's Monastery, Box N-3940 Nassau, Bshamas

E

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET ¥ NECESSAKY PUL DOWN
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU
THINK SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED.
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EBokroth,Rev.Richard({Willimm),C.8.8.
Bozn: June 21,1928 at Mandan,N.D.,son of ~

onj

8¢,John's Prepl940-1544. Valedictorian of hie claes.
8t.John's University~Philopopnhy=1844-18486,
Collegio di Bunt§BAnselmo,Rome,Italy.
Ph.B.-1848. Pp.l. 194s.
Theology at ByT.John's “eminary,
“olemn Vowe at the Abbey of Sarnen on July 11,1849,

June 7,1852 in Abbey Ohurch by ¥oat Rev,Joeeph F.Buach,D.D.

Agppgnments; Profeseor of Philosonhy-1953-—

Kasger of Brothers--Juns 1956-dug,1265
Prafect of Bt,Thomaes Hall and Bt,Anselm’e Hall=1966=1567

Aseigtant Ohaplimn at 8t.Benedict's Convent,3t.Joseph-Suly *67
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15 February 1978

The Ravarand Charles H. Backes
Church of Saint Joseph

Post 0ffice Box 603

Mandan, North Dakota 58334

Dear Pather Backest

Thank you very much for your letter of the 12th and for the check of
$350 which you kiudly enclosed to cover tha atipendes for 166 Masses
3 $2,00 aach and six Manses @ 533.00. I am very grateful to you for
sending thess Mwss intentions for Pether Tichard Eckroth, as I am
grateful to Slater » hin sizrer, for recommending this to you.
We will gladly send the intestions, end an exchange check, to Father
Richard without delay.

With every good wigh, and & prayer that God bless you during these
Lenten days, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

John Eidemgchink, 0.8.B.
Abbot

JE/av
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15 Pabruary 1978

Tha Reverend Richard Eckreth, 0.7.3,
Saint Augustine Monagtery

Box N-3940

Nasgau, Bahamas

Dear Pathetr Richard:

This morning I received the emclosed letter together with a check
of $350 payable to Saint John's Abbey. 7T am enclosing an exchange
check made payabls to you. I have written a letter of sincere
thanks to Father Backes for sending these Masa intentioms for your
use, though I am sure he would appreciate a note from you also.
Perhapa via your sister.

All sre quite well here and the visitation iz going along okey, All
ars wall except myself. I am back in bed with a flare up of the fn-
foction caused by my stepping on a sea urchin. I felt migsrable
yasterday but am much better today and so I should be out soom.

In the hopa that all 13 going well f{n your work in the mnissions,

and with every good wish for the blessings. of these Lenten daye,
I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE ey
Enclosures: Check
Letter from Father Backes
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21 February 1978

The "everend Iicharzd Eckroth, 0.5.B.
Rox N-3940
Kassau, Bahamas

Dear Fathc: Plchard:

Your letter of the !2th arrived thile mormning and I =m happy to blesz and
approve your Lemton resolutions in addition to the approval siven by
Father El1ge., 1 hope that the¢a days aza fi1lled with meay blessings for
you pecsonally and for your work.

Fathec $ilvan has written that he will he spondiny some time heie this
spring, and I em sure that you are canable of handling the parish alonme.

I am happy that you have had an opoovtunity to visit Pather lermom on
Androes and Father Nicholas on San Zalvador, I note, also, your Jesirs

to be assizned to one of the our lslands in the future. When I suggested
thai you go to the Bahamas I had this in mind, knowing your ahilities both
gy & priest and ag a general handy man, both of which would be meeded om
sn out island.

Congratulations upon your election te the Prieat's Semate. Hot only will
thls give you the oppartunity to sse Father Tevmen more oftem but iz will
also give you a better knowledze of thwa Charch In the Bahamas.

Our vigitation closed last evening and the four viaitators left early this
morning. The zenersl feelimg in tho house is that thie was one of out hest
visltzvlons, 7T am encloainz a copy of the ieport given to the community
laai evening; there was a good discassion followed by a houstua.

You indicated that you wished to come up for # varation in July, especlally
since your dad will be entevimy upon hisg 90th year and since there Is a
yolden wedding anniversary of some cousins., Ve will be happy to weleome you
Lese anbouc the mfddle »7 July. T hove nothinz will turn un Lo cequize a
change in your nlsens.

ith every good wish for a joyful Baster, I am

Dewetedly voura,

Abhot

JRfev
tncloaure
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St.Augustine's Monastery
Nassau, Bahamas
December 1k, 1978

Dear Father Abbot,

Your letter which arrived last evening asking for sugrestions for the office
of Subprior offers a good opportunity to write before Christmas and extend my
best wishes to you for a very happy and blessed Uhristmas as well as an assurance
of my prayers for God's contimed blessing ad guidance to you in the ysar shead,
Here in Nassau we had heard some gscattersd news of the Chapter that considered
the question of re-acceping the monastery as a dependency of St. John's, and of
course a fullser expoaition of the quektia appeared in the most receat issue of
the Confrere, so I wasf not entiraely surprised at the contents ofyour letter.

T think your decsion was a good one under the eilrcumstances, but I do hope that

in the fubture the St. John's commmity will reconaider its position. I do believe
that St, John's kas the daepest commitment tc the Bahamas. And even though many
would have us withdraw from work down here, I would have the community know that
thers 18 a very deepseated gmatitude msmong the peopls hers for all the priests

whe have served here so ably in one role or another. And the fubure will sursly
vindieate the role and position of a mopastery in the Bahamas. Surely the next
Bishop of the Bahamas will not be a Benedictine, so I do not foraee a future conflict
that apparently was onco true between the monastery as such and the bishop's ofiice,
It 13 a disappointment down here that St, John's did not accept the request of St.
Augustins's to become dependsnt upon it. But this must &1 be part of Uod's plan.

You probably know that I will be coming to St. John's_on January 3rd at the request
of Father Gervase to make another batch of altar wine. I have writen to Father
Fablan asking for z bed to slesp in while T am there. My brotie who llves
in 8t, Joseph and teaches at 8¢, Cloud Stabe is agreeable to meeving me at the airport
in Minneapolis. I'm due to arrive there oh & North Central flight at 5307pm; so T
should be at St. Jonn'as by midnight., It will be good to be home again, even with the
snow and cold one can expact in January. T forsee a very bngy time, at Jmast the
first wesk,mt I have written to Brother Ed abrut getting things a blg ready, arnd
I'm gurae he will get dons what he can. T hope Brother Stepben is also arcund at
this time, for his presence is always a very reassuring factor, and he always has a
way of being helpful witkout endangering his back condition. He is a gem!

Xarly this weok Father Nicholas phoned me upen his arrival in Hassau, for T mve
several times helped him out with transportation while he is in Nassau. He surprised
me with the news of his feeling so bad and ofhis decision to go to Minnesota at this
time for a thorough check-up. I am glad that he came to this declsion, for he did
not ssem to plan on it when he first came to town. Perhsps sameone at the Hermitage
convinced him to do so. Rid all of us here at St, Augustine's are glad that he
is going up for a real good check-up, for alt here have been worried about hia
condition which has deteriorated very much in the last year., A nimbar here are
word erdng if he will even be returning to the Bahamag, From my talks with him last
year when I vidlted bim on San Salvador several days I gained the impreasion that
he would not be adverse to spendimg his retirement yeers at St. John's, especilally
since he has seen what a nice facllity we now have at St. John's in the form of
St. Raphael's Hall. Persomally I hope his conditien is not a serious ome. Would
you believe, Eather Hildebrand BEickhoff was the same one who suggested to Fy. Nicholas
to study for the priesthood when he was a boy at St. Mary's in St. Oloud, who later
at Mandan arranred for ma to study at St. Jghn'a when I gtgrted ry Pres School in 1sLo.

Sorry I will pot get awsy early enoash to be at 5t. John's for the Christmas
gathering, but things will still be pretty busy for me at that time, so I did nob
plan %0 leave that early., But January 3rd is epproaching rapidly.

Fraterna lly%\ /&A//p /Q
/) AL
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December 22, 1978
Dear Father Richard,

Thank you for your letter of the li4th, whicharrived this moraing. I appreciate
your Chriatmse greetings and good wishes, your auggestions for the office of Sub-
prior, and your words moncerning the Bahamaa, My judgment is the game as yours,

and T am hopeful that we will have the opportunity to re-consider and that thez

vote then will Le very favorable. If you amy some of the things which you have
written to members of the community here, that will help, IF the question does come
up agein.

Yes, I kuew you wera comlng to make a new batch of wine, and I am grateful for

your willinguese to de 8o, I hope it will not be too cold here at that time; we
have had some bitter weather though juet now it 18 quite mild.

By now you have heard, since Y called tiie Bishop last wnight though I only spoke with
Py, Remy, that Fr. Wicholas hss Inoperabla cancer of the lungs and bone, and that it
is terminal. The doctors say there ig not need to try chemotherapy since the cancer
has spread so far. T will see hiwn at the hospital hhis aftermoon.

Looking forward to seeing yovu trere in early Januayy, and with all good wisles for
tie blegssinge of these days, 1 aw

Levotedly yours,

AlbLot
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St . ugustine's lMonastery
Nasgau, Bahamas
April 12, 197¢

Near o har Abbotb,

I was ready ¢ write vou and submit tc yow my proprsed Len“en resoivtions
for 1979 when T recelved your oun Fentern letter and the reseluticn you asksd all
of us %o observe this year. 7 was happy to add i% to*“he two I hed submitied
alraady So Prior Elias. Thess were: five up for lent the usual drink of ru-
or vedlta we have with coke at the evering recireatian, and alsc %2 make a greater
affort to ba more reccllected and slowsr and prayerful in my daily praring of 4he
Livine Cffice. DBoth received Priop Wlias' appreval and tlessing and I am happy
to report that I was quile successfil in observing ther, :s 12 the adéitional
regolution you propcsed. Mith this letter I am enclosiig the resp nsc you resvested
to the two questicns 2% should be Facad frew cur carzful »nd feflective reading

T

of the foly 2ula, =2s well 2s ths address arnd i ven%ory yon reouested.

Thinms haw= been golng aleng very busily since I uze a% the abbey in January,
for it was Just ater my rebturn here that the Ecly Father mace His hapry pause in
Nagsan, What an event that was! Cf course the Bakar~ians are not as exuberant
as the Meicans are, but Lhey ver: very enthusiastic really sbout his visit, Irom
the top governsent off 1 down, People are kidéing Bishep Leorrd thas he {s
nov on a ¥irsi-name basis with the Hely Father, ready for nis ad limina visit ic
eatly jiay A% the parish things have besn hwwring dnd tonight at the Ho.y Tnursca'r
Hass - zull seg come ol the ta-gible fruits of my efforss as 50 children of the
parish yill receive their First holyConmmon. “ather Marcian is goihg to join
me at ths liass, for he stil1l Feels so close ir the peeple of t-is parish wiic
he Sounded 13 yea"s argo, ! had these ebildrer undsr . ezch Saturday
31 1:::; Y, September. Sul rignt o0t ] i e inetruction
of 1?-y="r olig ar ‘z, ) :
in Jlns.

, N ]
+hnt 1e sc?

Several times T hsve reminded *he Bisnop of my wiilingness end desire in szrve
on unan Salvadcr or cne of the sther of the family islands, Wt he always reminds
me of the dearth of prilests, which one cannot deny. Presently Father Silvan flies
wt to San Salvador for the week~onds when thar- is the plene; znd slso

ner Gaerne 'Jol'f’ likewise {1las cub we T dentliors o gard
4thad sl d. Coth Fator Prior and tra Juﬁgnus nelp out quite

~

'.«.., i

oA
ay luncih

¥, &nd thus I cene into Jrecuunt cemact with

€ reg
tors 50 mear of tha:ir ewperiences in the

o~
(It

the 3ishep and wibl " ‘hase
chuveass at uhich trey hew helped.

T uave, gt hea v npy tal! or rumors abou’ abbabinl condlcéaters er whgbher you
nruld acczot a re-sloction this sumcy at the el ctioiny but my persenal feelinz
is “hat 7 hrpe you i1l accep+ “re omus arain, helleve vou bx e done a fiae
job oi keening uhe cormunity pretis well togeths r-, end you hav~ suc" a destn cf
expelrience Lo draw wpon 0 the wise poeverning oY the community, 211 of us ave

saddensd by the raeports of Father Cornelius® cenbi-ued decline; bub he is the

obisct of manyv prayers belng offered te God.
Yours ia £t., Penedict,

g, S/ ALY

OSB ECKROTH_00143



18 april 1979

The Heversad Richsrd Ecknoth, 0,9.3.
Salnt sugustine’s Monssiery

Box N-3940

Nasseu, Dahamas

Desy Father Richard:

Thank you £or your letter of the 12th, for your Lemtenm inventory, the
1ist of your neareat relatives and ywur zespenge to the tws gquestions,
Thes? waze vwell done, and I ox haopy to know thet your reseluticns
fleted in well with the twe that yov bad zubmitted 2o Prior Elias.
3lnce you have had a jood Lenten zensson, 1 2w confident rhat (he ceaca
and oy of these Baster days will cordiinue with you,

T apprecints what you wrote shout ysur work at the parish awnd your
continued willingnesgs to serve om oae of the osut islands, I wish thet
1 had more men to sond tc the FBahamaa or that there were some hope of
Pather Cornelius' being adte to return, That does not ecem at 811
1ikely because he continues to grow weaketr, &5 do Fathers fssll amd
Tenls, Fother Romuald suffered s heavk attack, aud is fn the covonary
care wnlt a4t the Safint Cloud Fospital. T anointed him lask evening
apd he secme to have hed a Feirly good ailght, IHig death wouid really
craate diffieulties in staffing, especially since Father Ywnveth wil)
he returning teo Coliforuia.

Spring came om Esster Sunday and we heve had 4 couple of auice dsys since
then., It is rairing now and hopefully these ehowern will brisg Moy

flowers.

‘There do not seem to be many rumors about sbbatial camdideies, at leas®
7 do not hest of thew, T have not come to 2 ina) decision whether Y
will accept re~zlection; 1f the vorte wers strong I probsbly would,
though thers are days when I drcam of & small lirtle pardsh or evem =

chapis{nrcy.

Wich greerings to all at tha monestery, snd with every good wish, T am

Devoatedly youita,

akbst

JB/ev
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THE HERMITAGE
80X 187
NASSAL, BAHAMAS

PAUTL LEONARTD

By the Mercy of God and Tavour of the Apostclic Jee
Bishop of Nassau

OFFICIAL LETTER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Very Reverend Jerome Theisen, O.5.8.
Abbot of S8t, Joha's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, I hereby
appoint Beverend Richard Eckroth, 0.9,2,, to be pastor of the
Churches in South Aandros (St. flobert Chureh, St., Gertrade Churech,
Sacred Heart Church) and the churches in the Mangropve Cay area
(St. Denedict Church, St. Boniface Church snd Holy Angels Church).
This appnointment will be effective October 13, 1879 and will
remain in eflect until further notice, From the date of the
appointment you are to assume all the duties ot a pastor, accord-
ing to the Law of the Church.

Before assuming your duties you are to make the Profession of
Paith, ms required by Canon 1499 pzragraph 1, pumber 7, and the

Oath Against Yodernism (Pius X Mot. Pro. 1910), This oath is to
be taken hefore any priest of vour choice, whom I hereby delegete

to witness the same.

Given at Wassau from our Chancery

this % day of September, 187¢
6
ﬁ:jaiig(zgjerndtJZJ :j?

Bishbép of Nassan ! ~

2
fe o2 DNy A Al-ﬂw?aé@

ice '« uncellor
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25 Qetober 1979

‘he Revarent Bichar. fekroth, O0.5.E.
Mangoeve Cay
Aodrng, Lahemes

Dear Pother Richard:

Thank you for your recent letter. Thank you as well for your zood winhes
and prsyers on the orexsion of a hlessing. T thinh the dzy wend vary
well oliwe the comunity had an onporvimicr ta celehrate the 1ftuvray, fo
discoss epeagtic geal:, and to share & meel tozefher, T wie smozer 2t
the pwber mor thac requrned for tha Says T would Judze that adour 100
were sreseal fox the ceremomies.

1 lesrned something about your mission churches from Parher Vermsn “Mnd.

1T %3l & sond talk wich %im 2hout twe or chrea -eels sz0. YHe “old mr nbrut
the buildinzs that he construcied »nd about the diificultize of minlsterimy
to 3 number of churches. Yes, Futher Herman was very han'y in constTuciiny
pulidinse snd i serwing the people »f che lslsnds, But T am sure thar yau
a2luo hive your talenta In the arcs oF meintenance and construction. T am
sure you wLll do sn cxcellent Job in maintainin: the various mission bulld-
-

Fsiher Bupect Schredfels had o series of heart attacka thia oaat wzekend
e 1y testing romfortably now in Mvine Tedeemet Hospital in Spouth Sadny
Paul, but T sssume that he will nee! many weeks of rest before he takes
up enother assignmeat. You misht wemewher also inm your orayers Father
Jeremy Morphy who 1s in our heslth center and wio finds f{r M ffieulr to
breathe because of nis suphvreme.

If you have eny comsents on the sgtatemen: I premnred for the Jay of cthe
bilesaing, plesse send them in me, T ook culte a frw notes last Frid-y
duriar the disvussion dut I would like te recelve 2ny more corments on
the stakement.

T wish you w2ll in your work

Freteraally,

Abbot Jerome Thelsea, 0.5.5.

IT/ev
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St. dugus
tagzan, van
Gotnbar 7, 197°

Dear Father ibbaotb,

“hank touw very much for the vory persenal nets yeu sent ne leceaily,
ke carbon copy of your response o Sighop tas art.y aoowt his recuest thad T be pop
te iu'te care of the churches uon Soubth Sndros emd s#ngrove 8ay. T was very rlad he
learn fror Yhat response thh you nave In ming te pay & vislt Lo the 3ahamas 1n the
furesecatle fuiure. Tou can e sure shet £ -ill come At bo Dassau e wisit with yow
at bt hi.nc.w “he dishop tms nw of ficlally arsyointed ns So cupe Jov .
churches ang “oubth “ndros and alwo the taree churches gt Fatier 7oaman has
teadinm s capably on Marzrove fay. - will be rodng Yo Fouih aindroc on Saturday of
tils week Yo take up residence “hexe. lopa tr, Lo avle to make some arrangerent
te get %o Faugreve Cax e hold Sunday Clmwel 2lso, but the twe islards ave separated
o sbout 3 milas of open ocean, 80 one is ver: ck gezendent uvon the weabier for
the sailinz of the g+ ernvren‘r ferry that plies ktetueon the two islan’:s a ccuple times

i ter. 3ucavse of the L Slsters of Nercy Ircm the ! £ tine

.‘

sach dy
Wa W wiE the wio st there and wio ars prestntl oa < uth indros, rst teke
vE reosi

‘enica on t‘q-,t '?s];mc:. About the end of Gebebar iher will move Zor § vesks bo

cvent on I 86 1), also %hon move Lo the resi Lofat er Herwan

nerove Gy hew oon nta 5 mpet dars of e wesk. At 2 the grestest

ieuldy  fovsce s try to Tit bhe shees of I Horman, 2 AB8 L8Rl 8C

'ro'rl 3 opaghbor and sueh a ka @y persoi £l 3 coab iy I8

i ti j‘:.cnl e r'e,lacn ssan monthl;

i'or Yhe l*i-.st’f: “enate meeu’nr 6 the nentild ‘w cller priesvs.

For contacliag ma in emarsencies it weuld 's ':a,u ..c nﬂ e ronzsiery
Sonl, 038

or the -ishop, #d¢ have Yaem contrct me by radic.

athey
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Manerove (ay, Bahamas
February 21, 1980
Dear Father Abbot,

Thanke very much for the samd-on's you have been heving sent ocut from the bbbey,
containing the various spiritual discussions and papers that you and others have besn
giving to the community at 3t. John's, along with the other community news. And a special
thanks for- the personal note you sent about Chrlstmas time. Tappreciated it very much,
for Christmas here was auite different from any I had previously celebrated. Starkly
simple! Very much like it must have been for Christ at His entry into this world of
mortals.

But here 1% is already the beginning of Lent., ILast evening I initiqted the season
with the people of Mangrove Oay with a fine turn out of people at the Services last evening
when we had Stations and Benedletion and the imposition of ashes, Tomorrow I hope to cross QQ-
over to South And~os and tomor~cw evening hae a similar ceremony at the north end of the .
island before I proceed south for the night, to have similar ceremonies on Saturdsy at both
Kemp's Bay and at Little Creek where I reside on that island. FKittle Creek is located about
25 miles south of where T land at Driges Hill, which is about 5 miles from my first church
at High fock. On Sunday T hope Lo get back to Mangrove Cay for evening Mass and most of the
week to be spent on this island again. Last Sunday it was very windy and stormy; I made it
adross the 3 miles of open ocean, brt got thoroughly drenched in the process. But that is c\3
one of the appeects of the llfe in trying to care for Lwo different islands. Fa my Lenten
regolutions I would like %o submit the following: Q:}

Self cdenial in the form of giving up pop corn which I still love as much as I did in P

eariier years.

Improvement in being more earnest in my lectio divina, right now cencentratiigg on

A Abbot Mamion's CHRIST THE IDEAL OF THE FRIESTS again.

For the summ er I wo 1d ask your approval on my plan for summer vacation, We are allowed
ki weeks away from ouwr assignment; so I would like to return to St. John's on Jyne 16th, whic
T .can do in one day, possibly wven from “angrove Cay, mdce the commnity r~trest at S5t. (ohn's
and also ~et in on 'iha centennial calebrations scheduled for that ®ime,. especially to see my
classmate Archbishop Rembert Weakland, perhaps spend up to.z wegk with my 9l-vear old Dad
in Mandan and other relatives thore, and then back at St. John's for the juhilees on July 1lth

e

At

2
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5 March 1980

‘the Reverend Richard Eckcoth, 0.5.B.
Wgtrove Coy
Andro3, Bahnmns

Near Pather XRchard:

Thank youw for your lztter of ¥ebrucry 2@, 1980, Your deacrintion of travais
£eor: one Lgland vo another indicatvesche wide-ranpinz ministry thai you have.
Tt is fortumate :thar you are in good health because 1t takes & atromy vevson
to trxavel frou one ialand to emother amd from one mlission statior to another,
T suapect chnt your buaynzae leros you from getiing lonely but thsr yea de
have rime to spewnd with vousself in aclitude.

T zertainly approve of youxr oians for susmer vacakiom. Since you will arrive
at S6int Johm's on June 15, you wi.l be in time for the commnity zerrpat mnd
for the Conpress of Bemeiictinee. Leter you will recedve the full sehedule
of the vetreat and of the Congrews cvents, I am sure it will be a very
plecsant time for you to meet youy classmate Archbiwhop Rembert teaklzund. "It
will aZeo L¢ a frudiful evinr to meet apd listen to Cavdinal Hume. The
Conzrase has lLeen oo the drawing boarde for over two years and I exvact that
1z w21l ba a wery happy eveni for -the Denedictines of thie area.

T #a beéppy -0 see that you tale ysur lectio divine seriously. 1T will prensre
a confersace for the communlty on the subiect of lectlo divina and you =ill
receiva it sometime 1n April. T have come to reslise again the importance of
veflcctive readiag of the seripuuresa or of some other sofrituel book.

Father Cosmelius 1 very weak. Lagk week we anolnted him and reslly did not
axpees tim fo ilive much longer, Ue rallied a bib but le still rathex tired
and weak. It 45 qelie clear that he {is prepsxing himself for Jeath.

Tt will be tanformatlve for me¢ to discusa the situation of Seint Auzustine's
Driowy when you retyrn next June. Tn che near future I will want to visit
the 3shamas apd to ngdess the momaetfc life of the priory. I exnect thet I

canoot Gi this until next fall. T am sathering reports sbout the wark of our
monksa on the ialands and ebou: the state of monsaticfem at Saint Augvetine’s

Prioty.
The bleusings of leut he wlth youl

Fraternally yowrs,

Abbot Jerome Theigen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev
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Bahamian Burial Society:

Every two months from cne of the
out islands of the Bahamas comes a lel-
ter from Fr. Richard Eckroth, the col-
lection of which will cvemually form a
significant body of information for the
island historian. In mid October the
letter began with “September this year
had for me very much of a death
character. Mid September 1 did not get
to Nassau for the usual monthly
meeling with the bishop and other
priests, for [ had to preach a big ser-
mon to the inter-denominational Con-
go #1 Burial Society of South Andros.
They had asked Bishop Burke to come
and preach, but naturally he had to be
in Nassau at the meeting with the other
priests; 50 he asked me to stay home
and preach for him. About every five
years they have their annual celebra-
tion at one of my churches; this year
was their 87th anniversary.

“A burial society is a very important
feature of native life. Evervone wants
to be sure that when they die, they are
given a proper burial; and membership
in such a society assures this. They
have monthly dues to pay, and a

:’*;; <
e day's

O’é#‘ Jeel

in hﬁﬁm@v OQWMHW,

special fee at the death of any member.
They visit the dying person regularly
to care for their needs, especially food
and sympathetic presence.

“When the person dies, they build a
coffin, dig the grave, have a ‘setting up’
(wake) all through the night between
the death and the burial, which by law
has to be within 24 hours of death, for
there is no embalming in the out

"islands. Plenty of black coffec is drunk

through the night, and the favorite
songs of the deceased are sung over
and over again; and plenty of visiting
goes on, The men unofficially drink
plenty of rum, too, in the course of the
night. The Society carries the coffin
and body to the church, and thence to
the cemetery, with a brass band if one
is available; but a brass band is becom-
ing a rare thing now, even in Nassau
where they have a good supply of
musicians. So you see, membership in
these burial societies is an important
feature in the native culture. The con-
gregation seemed to like what I said,
and they treated me to a cake and soda
afterwards.”

‘Important Feature’

Saint Augustines Priory, Nassau, Bahamas.

Father Egberl
conttnued from page 10

the pastoral ministry and during the
next forty years was stationed in
parishes and chaplaincies in
Minnesola, North Dakota, and
California.

One of his longest assignments was
the direction of Saint Mary’s Chippewa
Mission at Redlake, Minnesota, for
twelve years. During this time he pro-
vided not only for the spiritual needs of
his flock, but worked zealously for
their material advancement. He im-
proved farm operations, developed an
outstanding livestock and dairy herd,
repaired and expanded the school
facilities, and found time to be a bus
driver and coach of athletic teams. In
his apostolic ministrations he placed
much emphasis on the practice of 2
joyous prayer life. He was also in-
terested in the charismatic movement,

Afflicted with a serious kidney ail-
ment during much of his life, he ac-
cepted his frequent operations and
treatments patiently and kept active as
long as possible.
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My dearast ones, Septamber, 1980

So many thinge have happencd during the month of August, some very happy, soma not so happy.
that I thought T oughl to write abeut some of them before thoy gat toc far from my memary.

The weathcr was not the most pleasant, for it was hot and muggy through the whole month, with
plenty of rains, even torrential ones! But rarely dic the rains havo the happy effect of
clearing tho air and mofing things fresh again, But at loast we were spared the ravages of
the hurricane of the century vhich they namad ALAN.

Two sarly hapoy events of the month of August were the ordinations of two promising young
Bahsmians to the priesthood, with yet a third one ordained to the role of Deacon. That nw
hrings the nuwber of native Bahamian priasts to four, e for thls everyone is grateful,
Anpther special event of the month was the meeting in Nassau of the 1} bishops who make up the
Antilles Confsrence of Bishops, to which the Dahamas belmgs, I had mothlng to do with the
actual deliberations of these men, Lut T wag i~ Massau for the festive oponing celebration Mass
for ithe avent, Ang then Y had the privilesze of having Bishop Brian Hennessey of Bermuda come
out to the 182ands with me for tha week-end, T had chartered a plane to take him with we 1o
Margrove Cay, along with another bishop and the padtor Irom Zorth Andros, for our islande are
not far apart., His tine waz limitod on the islnnds, so I had announced over the Zahamas radio
that e weuld have a Saturday evenly; Yass on Mingrove Cay, which vas very festivo amd well
atbended; then we crossed in the boat over to South jndros before nightfall, 1t was quite
Jato, and I did not have mmch good food in my relrigcrator, so we docided to ent oub at the one
rosort on the island. ‘They were st41) sefforing fro) the shortage of gascline and diesel fuel,
and al the rescri they had none to run thelr renerator, so we ats our medl in the dork. I hope
1t looked as pood as it tasted, for T never did geb & view of the mesl, DIronically the very
nexL Saturday 2 tug fron Nassau towed in tho crippled fuel tunker so it could unload its pre-
cious cargo, and the islamd could once again pet Lito action, Anyway we Spent & pleasant
evening visiting together, with my own goneratey ziving off pkuty of paier until it was time
to retire. T had fergotien to toll the bishop thet thers uan plenty of moscuite spray on
hend, &nd he was Loo mich the pentleman to wake me up Lo seck scme, bub spent nost of the night
fighting the boggera. I guoss they were atiracted to hic wow blood and veally gave him a
miserable night, Ho willnever forget the RBahinas after this exparienca. He preached at the
tuo mazees on Sundoy which were well atbended, and thon T made a lumeh ot the Sistors's Bohwvent
which i5 vacont in the swmmer; ond afier o period of relaving we went to the adrport to get
him back on tho charter plans to Hassau and more mestings scheduled for that evening, The 3:00
charter plane did nota rrive until S:45, which was alnost time for the regular Bahamasalr
flight to Nnasau, There waa a huge erowd of poople for the flight, and I had spoken with the
ticket apent about gotting the bishop on the plane if the charter did mot arrive. I had made
temporary resarvations for the bishop at Mangrove Cay the weci bofore, bub the agert at South
Androp had mo ocntact by radlo or phone with tha Mansrove Cay agent so the only way he eould
hawn honorbdd the reservation I had moce would have beer 4f the plans come first Lo Scuth Amiros
and then mone on to Mamtreve Cay. Hubt shen the charter plono showed up I quickly hustled ble
Lighop inte it and then I drove turrisdly deun the road te got te ths boat dock in the hope that
the ferryman might have walted for me, for hu vios mipposed to leawn at 5:00, Fut harpily he
44d walt for mo and I got cafoly to the langrove Cay shere for an ovenlng Mass With the people
at Little Harbmr,

South Andros hed no gasoline for aals for a full fowr Wecks, and alvgady that dime has basn
surpassed on Mangrove Cay, with still mo ond in sigat for tho arrdval of a fuel boat to Man-
grove Cay, Such mis-panagement ie incradible. I ckily T provided for such events, which ccour
with a certain regularity, for T keop about 25 or 30 galloms of rascline in reserve at my
rectory on Scuth Ardros, and more than 100 gallons on rosarve on Mangrove 0ay, for the truck
there uses so much gesollme.

Another very happy ovent was tho return ¢ the and of the month of tha Sintora of Mercy
from Malne, Only tuc arrived at this #ime. One frem last year will not return for & yuar,
and her roplacament will mot como until January, and the thind one from last year has been
delayed by the recent serious 1llnese of hop motber, BHutb the 1a best word 1 that her mother
.4 dmproving and that she ought to arrive lwre scon. T was a bit embarassed at the carly ar-
vival of Lhe Sisters, for T had "1ifted" the batvery frem thelr VW van for my truck which
suddenly needod a nm battery, and there wao a delay In the arrival of a nei one {rem Haosau,
But it a1l worked out smoothly, for they had smether W Sruck to use for the few days they
would be on Mangrove Cay before moving to South Andres for elx weecks.

But n very sad nobu occurred tho wockend of tho return of tho 3isters, Mne ef our slderly
parishioners, s woman of 75, became lost diedng the night and sinply dlsappesrod samewhore in
the Jurglo like bush of Mangrove Cay. I was perhaps tho lazt ene toses ber alive, for T took
hor homo from chureh tha% nipht of her gisappearance. I did not bake har wright to her doer,
for ehe 1ived up 2 big hill which is ret wsually Acceosible to a biy truck like mne, Wt T
took her to ths bottom of her hill and thon shined the truck 1lights up har path untll she was
out of sight; bubl then she rust have become confused, for she never went home, bub began wan-
dering about the island., With a groop of men T trampled through the bush looking fer her,
then they hud & U.Y, Coast Ouard helicopter lookinn for her, and ringlly police degs from Nas-
asu, but we never did find her. Juct gives you an idon of how thick and jungle like it is right
up te Lhe back deor of tho houses hers. They now tell mo that it eccurs regularly that people
po inte tha bush and simply never reuurn, Bven young people who shanld know thedr way hawe
disappearsd; bul, this wes a weman whe bkt lived 75 years on this ialand!
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Hith the turn of the page it 1s new October. With all the rush at Christmas, it might just
happan thei this could be the last lotier-you will recaive from me until the holidays. T in-
tend tn write a Christmas letter, lmt the postal servine here is 3o unpredictable; so conxider
yoursel! grooted for a llessod Christmas and New Year, Tn tugust T recefved several "ajr maill
letters that wore posted in the States [n January anc February, as woll as sevaral that were
posted in nearby Hassau in June. faybe ugud is clenn-out month for the Balumas Postal Service.
A rowboat from ¥assau would not take that much time to gat out herel

Dig change thst camo with Octeber was that I have L Musnes to offer ou wach Sonday, This
vasr I pm holding merning church on Mangrove Cay, and avening ehurch on South Andros, the oppe-
site of 1mat yoar, %o iive Lhe people a chapge, That means a 9130 Maas at Little Harbour'a
Holy Angel'a Church, then s big colebration in the bihgest church of aJl at 11:00 at Pinders
Sottlemsnt!s St. Benedict!s Church. Thon while zome of Lho duhen feach CoD for an hour I fix
rysalf a lunch, avd after lunch take all the iids and remaining adulss bo their homos, Then
T sti1] hove an hour or so to listun o haseball, fonthall or take a rest until 4% 1o time 1o
go to the beat &t the smuth end of the dslard for & 10O o'rlock crossing of the ccean to South
Androe. T was lucky throush the List wecks of Soptenbor nrd onrly Ockolnr in not gebting
dronched, for this has been a vary ruiny sonson, aven without a hurricane to abir thinps up
worse. bhen 7 land ot Seuth Andros I uavally have to hurry to my bus parked at the Baptist
Praacher'a house a nuarter mile down the islard, pick up ¢ fow parieikonwrs and get to High
foek Soptrlememt's St, Robert's Church about 7 miles awny far 2 5:00 pam. Masn. Whn that Yacs
ta finishod I have to toke the bus anothor 15 miles ar oo to Little Oreek's Sacrod Heart Church
near the south erd of the island, picking up people all slong the way, even a caple Enplish
families, toachers Who have como this year fro Enpland; and somotimes L have Lo go back and
mako a pecond run boforn I cah start the 7100 Mass. Aftor Mass 4t regularly takes 2 bus loads
tn teke the poople homo again before T can yeturn to my vectory and fix a 1a*o supper and rela.
Tt is poing to be & stronuous year, bub at least the poople cannot complain that they bave no
chance to go to Mass, One of theso English couples is really Angliecan, bul there is ne Angli-
can church near for them to sttend, so they fell guite confattabile vorshdping vwith ua,

1 had an interesting crossing of the ocean betwean the islands apiin recently. 1 Wwao cross~
ing fro+ South andros to Mangrovo Cay., Te hoatnmun did nob check the gas in his tark, Mhen we
not abmt a2 mile from the Mangrove Cay ohere we suddunly ran out of gaseline. Ve wore 5141l
in tho deop chanmol, a0 he could not use his $-foot pole to neve us cleser tr shors, and he had
fn oerg to use aither; so we just drifted) Juckily the tide wos coming in [rom the big open
sea, so evontual I 4t would earry us up tho channel batween the isl nds with tho chanco that
someons would sso sur plight and roscue us. Tn a rathar futile offert ho tried %o e his polo
a0 an oar, but you knew he could not muke rmeh headwoy in that manoer, After more than an hor
of drifting we got intu shailower water and ho wes al le 44 touch holtom with nis pole and than
pradually move us t6 shoro, but far from ow propar destinatlion. Jell, at le«st we made 1t to
shors, and theuph T was very lstefor church, there were atilla few people waiting for ne. But.
I was sure glad that the tide was coming in and not golng cut that tdmel

The racent rains seem to have brought out seme of tho ereatures of the island. I do not
mind tho many varietivs of lizards that abend, [or I azpreciate the mosquitoes and bugs that
they catch with their lightning-like Ytongues; wut T got kinda shocked the other day when I
ruachad in my cupboard and brought out a seup bowl and saw somo creaturs scurrying around
inside 4t. Closer inspsction proved it to be & young scorplon, abcut an inch and a half long,
but flexing its poleoncus tuil in a real menacing, adult fashion. teedless to ssy I aulckly
snnihilatod its And ono Sunday in Churen I was sitting listoning to tho lsetor read the first
Soripture readings when I noticed something dark down at the foot of my chair, It proved te be
a big black-brown teryantula splder, with n leg-spread of about b inches. The server plucked
him wp with a quick grasp bahind his hoad and raemoved him, Yuuck, T haote spiders, most espe-
cially 1in that slzel

Along vhe ronds tho sirms do not annoupoe a CURVE, but rather a BEND in the road, They must .
have run out of signs for right-hamded bands, far along one stretch where there is a2 dangercoe
ri.pht curve, thoy have a sign for RBEWD, but with the [lzure far a left-handed curve, If you
raslly would go 2aft you would drop Inko tha sec.....Tires ro fast herey T just replaced a
palr on tha truek, worn down evenly threuzh the 2nd layor of treads, but with losa than 9,000
miles on them. And on South Andros U heve alroady boutht the hth new tire for the bus which
getr mora mileage than the truck because of the lunger Jdlstances betweon points m that 1slard.

This paet swmer I almos & pgot re-assigned from thnae beloved islands of South Andros and
Mapgrove Cay. A renl nced arese in Massau for a new pastor af the largest black parish in the
city, Our Lady's Church., It 38 in a really rowgh district of the city ard full of problems,
with a funeral at least nnco a wesk, With thu role would be the job of breaking in a new
Jabhamian pricst. I beggod off as carnestly as I could, and the bishop agreed with mu over the
porsonnel board because ho wants mo in the worst way to build a new church on South Andros.

I have plane in the making, but we still have nut received title to the propertly from the Angli~
can Church. The Anglican biehop han o)l me porsonaliy they nave approved the transfer of
title, but so far their business office hns not actually done the deed; zo we cannot start our
thingsees.I bet T can make your mouth water telling yao of the oddles of frosh limes amd fresh
avocados T am gathering repularly from tha tremes in my church yard. Tlhyy are one of the rewards
for the rigors of the 1ife down here. Sool: some of the oranges should be ripeuing too.

. e I . . "
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5t. Benedizt's Church
Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
May 12, 1681

Dear Father Abbot,

T'm sorry that I have let so much time slip by withoul writing a letter to you; hut
likely you have haard of me indirectly through scme of the confreres to whom I write as
regularly as I write to anyone, like Fr, Benjamin, Fr. Fabian, Fr. Arncld Dittberner, Fr.
Omer, to mentios a few. In line with the cond word you gave when you were most racently
in Nassaw, I have made arvangements to came north on June lst. T showldget to the abbey
that same ovening, most likely by limousine from the Minneapolis airport, for my flight,
from Nagsan by way of Atlanta is Zastern flight #278 into Minneapolis ab l:5h pum. T wovld
hope to zo out to Mandan, N.D. on June 2nd, most likely with my brother Charles from St,
Joseph for the centenniel celebration of our home pa: ish in Mandan of 8¢. Juseph %o bYe held
o= June 3rd and following. Many of the family plan to come bogebher at that timey so it will
also be a family reunidn with my Dad whe 18 new $2. T inbend vo return to St. John's in %ime
{for the opening of retreat on June 8th a nd then apend the rsst of my time until June 25th at
the abbey. My return flight to Nassau is made olt for June 25th.

Just this evenin- when T returned from Soulh Andros T received yonr most recent sending:
your own letter, lhe staiement on vacations and the chaplains letters, “ommunity.and copp
of the Record. Thanks very moch for sending all these items on to me so regularly; T do enjoy
this contact with the doings at St. John's. Also a copy of Fr. Alfred's CONFAERE arrived in
tha same majil; and this is always interesting to peruse. Todav's ®as a real calm crossing
of thé ocean waters between Zonth Andros and Mangrove Cay; but T have experienced some real
hair-raisers nr -grayers this pasl wintdr. But only once 8id T miss gotting across and another
time T mde it there by [lying acroess in an airplane. The Sunday I missed getting across
aven the pilot would not fly,it was so stormy. Bul with the present hot sultry weather moving
in, I am most earerly looking forward to s-me dool days at the Abbey, I really do hope that
the next time jou geb Lo the Bahamas you wili make if a point to core out here where I an

stationed; it is qui%e a different world from what you have sson iu Nassau.
z Fraternally,

11y
oLl Edetd 355
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13 October 1981

The Reveresd Alchavd Eckroili, 0.5.3.
Seiat Beaedici's Church

Mangrave Cay

Androg, Bahaumse

iwar Tather “ichwrd:

e domeccning ceiebration has come and gonz for anarher year, We
tosr che football gawe ts “ustavus Adolphus Lu: o>therwive 1r was a
cepy susceepful velobracion. ifr. MAr:y otz cecsivel “he Tather
f/alcer Begar Awaird for his many years of zevrrice on *he joveraln:
beavds of the mivesstity md Sor his continvel efforts @ r3aige
funds To: -he wmtvessi y, Pashar Yaviin Sciiirber apd F- ther Colmen
Sicy J = amouy aloeni :: thel: minioclagses so Setu:day momieg,

[ was eble -u viadt wizh mny 1lumi;, ipcludin: Semaio: David
ivcenle o, 8fer the featb2ll twme d ducin-~ the randi~lizh:
Jtamer o 210 Il ’

M2c Fatusday we keld the Ffunerel for Pache: ¥nle lwn Thelew, ‘e
seérved your home periah fos fire yeazs, fcem 1937 tn 1947, I am
aare you cemswber his wvork ar that time, T wadeisrand tha* he wes
slac 1avslred in bulldlu. or remodeldgr -he =chorl in Mandzn, He
safaly wes 8 v2ry hard vorker juring his lons 11€2 3¢ n nonk

Tas: Tunday ©he Tiiceuc of Nassdg 2ot od 1': new Lishiop, T oms
happy (hat Bishop levmaid could sitend :he 2xdinacion and #)4a
recel-e peclatm from tha people of ihe diocese, I declled mor ra
astend the ordfmstion beeause I wme previcosly scheduled T a
varkahap im Bau Claire, Wisconsin, and also I wmated to speak with
tke bishop wore & lelsore when I visii Nogssu lo Febyoary., 1 am
sure we had meny Jenediciines at the ordima‘'icn viavice. T+ is,
indead, & mew ave for the ciurch of Kassau, I~ i3 & nrv aw also
for :ho monastery of Seim’ Awgustin:.

Ycaierdey I aoticed scokc emaing frua he shord siac. #0 he
incinaricor, <@ have not besum co buru garbage as yet bur the
employeec are testiug the uew futrnece, Ny November wo should have
4 tegmlar run of garbage trucks to che power planc, 1t will
certaialy cut into cuc expemoes for heatim; the campus bufldings.
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The leverep) Richavrd Felroth, 6,5.B.
13 Ocrnber 1981
Pays w0

I wish you well in your work,
The Lord s blagsinze -casf{n wich youl

Pravealiy,

Abbot Jacame Thelgen, 0.S.B,

Stlav

0SB ECKROTH_00155



St, Zenedicb'y Churh
Mangrove Cay, fAndros
October 22, 1981
Dear Fathe Abbot,
That a privileged joy it was Lo receive your latter this moming when I care acrosa
0 Mangrove Cay from South Andros. Ordinaridy I would have comz across only Sunday
eveding to have mass with the people here; but this week T came across early in order
0 meet the mail boat out of Hassaw, for I was hoping that they would have my rew
patsun parish pns on the boat this trip., 4&nd as it turned ouh, I was not disappointed,
for this evening at high tide the mail boat came flying in te the dock at Little Harbour.
Right awav one of the boys from the church hopped on his bicyele and cmme down here
at S%. Benedict'’s to call me. I'll have to wait for tomorrow morning to get “he bus,
for they have to wait Tor low tide to get the boat even near the dock level sc that it
£an be driven safely of'f, TT was a close squesze, for the aiterdeck of the mail bt
is oquite low, and they had to deflals the tires of the bus to diive it on in Nassau.
T took no chances of losing it in these stormy seask as many a car and druck have beecn
lost out here Ly gumng over the edge of the boat in bad seas, so 1 took oul a special
rarine insurance to cover its passage out here. It is a very new, 1982 Datsun 15-passen-
ger bus with a diesel sngine, sa D look forsard ic many years of good service from it,
Price was not bad eigher, const dering the 52% import duty on such vehicles into the
Bahamas. #10,590.00 was the finish price. We had been scrimping avnd saving for a long
time out here to purchase it; so we had the money to pay for it upon delivery. I had
naid for it when T wenbt in to Nassau for the ordination of Qlishop Burke., So the
purchage of the bus added to the momentous character of that week, which included the
beautifnl farewell for Bishop Paul Leonard. T don't thiuk there was a dry eye in the
Cathedral at the farewell for him, the day afler the ordination of Bishop Burke. All
of us Benedictine's wore able to ;_,eu to Nassau for both evonts, includiog Father Herinan
from San Sidvador, who even had to miss his Sunday schedule because of the difficulty
of travel. I had some difficulty myself to get there on time, but I succesded. Saturday
ght T offered Massss at t he principle setilemants on South Angpos, slept in my house
‘Ll‘ere near the south end of the island, then rose very early Su"lda.y morning bo geb on
the woad abeout H:L5 in order to got to Drigss Hill at thc north end of the island whsre
I had charbered the Baptist minster to take me across to Yanrove Cay in his fast motor
hoat, My fruck was wiiting fer me at the Mangrove Cay share, and I picked up people
all along the rvad for 1 celebration for all tte island at St., Benedict's Church at
B:30, After Macs T took bht people home amd then waited for a friend to pick msee up
and thice me tc the airport for the noon plane. Good Fr. George Wolf met me and a 1ot
of the pecple from South Andros and Mangrove Cay with the school bus from St, Augustine's
and took the people whers they needed to go ard then me to St. Augustine's fér a lanch
with a host of Jesuit visitors from Jamrica and Boston, After a short break he took
all of us again in the school bus to the Clathedral grounds fer the very impressive
ardination rites. This wus the fisst time T had witnessed the revised ordination rite
ard TLound i% most impressive and rich in symbolism. Tt was great to have Bishop
Paul Leonard there in the good care of Bro, Andrew, but it was a disapwveinbtment not to
find you there; bul I guess everyone knew the rgason you could not attend.
When ¥ou <o come here in February 7 hope vary much that ya will have enough time
to come oul here to Andros where I am stationed;y it is really quide a unique station!
We will hove S5 flighls out to Mangrove Cay and Scuth Andres this winter, and this is the
schedule if you can look ahead to such a visit: Tt &s a round trip: Nassau-langrove Cay-
South Andros-Massau Sunday, Tuesday, Friday mornings 10:L5, Monday & Wednesday 3:30 Delrs
I'd like to set it up that we would come together to one island , travel across the
water to the othe - island by boat and leave again for Nassau fro:- the other island.
fir fare is the same for both islands. Of course Fr. Herman also wanbs you to come to
San Salvador, but he has mly 2 flights per wesk from Nassau, Mondays and Thursdays.
Now if you caa suay a couple weeks T woyld see no broblem in _,rour visiting all of us

in our stations. Was 8o sorry tc hoar{ of ¢he death of Fr. er:l.a s we were very
close friends. Aabernaljw,r
° ,0}‘8
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29 Octobevr 1982

The Reverend Richsrd Eckroth, 0.5.8,
35aint Benedilct's Church
Mangrove Cay, Andyus, Bahamas

vear Pather Richard:

I hope that your work is going well on the Island of Audros! It waa
good to have the opportunity te t4lk to you this summer sad to Find
out from yourself sbout the prozress of your work,

Om Wednesday evening we held » ceremony of commmal anointing for the
siek and the elderly of the mouzutfic commmity, I. was » movinzg cere-
wony. I took place in the sanctuary of the abbey church and 1t com-
stituted our evening service, 011 the monks imposed hands an the sick
and the elderly 7nd joinmed {i the lten; Jurins the sctusl anointipg

with ofl, 1t 1is moud te scheduyl2 ~his ceremon; frox time to tieme for
4t agaistr our senst of solidarity with the veneradle membars of our

comuaity,

Father Philip Yaufmap undervent by-pass surgery for wessels in his
heart. Tt was discoversd recently that his vessles, o: at lesst some
of them, weve nearly plugped and the heart was recelving very lirtle
blood, e is doing well after the pperation which ook place ar the
Metrovolitan Medical Cencer fn the Twin Citien,

Om Ssturday, November 6, we will hold 2 smell snd guier velebration

of Bishop Leopard Bagarty's 50th amuiversary of momastic profession,

We have invited his lmedfate family <o the event and 2lae the nurses
whe work with him in the health center. The bishop ir looking forwmrd
to the celebration and the visit with his brothere and sisters, We have
decided not tn invite his many friends for the 1{er munt indeed be very
tong and we do not have room for them at this time of the year,

The fall of rhe year 1a the times #o plank trees so our Srounds Committee
is busy planting a great wariety of rreees on our campos, I doubr that
they are planting msny elm trezes because the Dutch Elm Disease has tsken
most of sur elms in the past few years and tt ie preclsely these trees
that we need to replace. Ve have 2 number of wonks who are very in-
terested in the growunds arnund the umiversity and abbey and they are
particutarly concerned aboutt the state of our trees,

I wishk you well in yoor work! The lord's btlessings remain with you!

Praternally,

Abbot Jerowe Theisem, 0,5,B.

JT/ev
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Sacred Heart Church

.0, The Biufl, 3outh Andres
Jaham=as

Hovemder 1h, 1682

Lear Fabher At
Wha't a surcri
asparent resson Lo row me out in i%. I do vEIy gmach uppreciat. a letter Yike hids
feam yrus it is another evidence of yowr deap and pegrscnal ciiesrn feeome and all
Sae omirers: entrasted te your guidance. Thaiky;n v-ry mich for tie suidance ang
the De sow »*a, T have heard sprevhere finad yeu inbdnd te visit in the Bahamzs
azain Lelore » visitation., ‘nat is goody but it wou'd pe evenievier if y:u
could manage S0 woueeze 1 a vislh te ocne or fhe other of e missica: whore Fr, Brendan,
Fo. Herman o= » sell serve ab the preszsbt Sime, Perbaps yoa knud 1‘ v
inbend to come oub here %o via't with me on Sonth Andros qm 5850 in
r. Tf vou do mnov get ouu e re ymr,:,., (i WL i
» hlow daseript en of loingy here. I spoks ol by

1934

-

that she and
Hgssaw the early days nf Felrus
parhaps she can ziveyon 2 Ulow

ng to South Anures, for it looke like T nill be wesicing gui’'e repularly on this
21 ne far we next few months. Blsuop hurke has a sirrﬁd a be-year wld Ldricn
g I i

]

n

sigaicnary Father Yo work :ut here with me, F». Garard Scanidn, S.M.4. by nure.
1:ving en Shagrove ’7a‘r, and T “ake care of thawork cn Scuth Andros. Ke is zood =
experieaced 5 fibhed in v v Lhesa Lot counls weskss T ballew hu il )
put nars wibth 21 June wnen he sxpects 99 he assigned to Cat Istaml a®tor the
resimaticn of the Searnaro priest now sevrving there, wie is grbbing aleng in years, an
old Chinese misch mry. S0 Bishop Burke has decided to give me a bib of a brectber,
1ighbening my load cmsiderably by having hin Sake laite care of iie fpecpls o Hangrove
Cay until swmer. He 18 160 close to nome o his c:-:ifraras, wino gall vie statime
on dori: Andros, nis imxedide neighbo- Lo une morth of Mangrove Cay. It 1s close 1n
aistance, but far in travel, for there is no travel betwesn the islomds unless you hapuen
to hae.a smrll private ')lane, angd e 1s fearful of fl ing in small craft. Amyway, ior
fow months T wili net have so rush o *:‘ss Hie water o couple % ires eazh Week,
2~ hand T oam 1labls So ot
rugzed routine nert summer when
ress on bo gr\aennr pastures. Buws iha Do look back and remind myself
was that wimser T did not Live %0 cress the worn so olten i
lut asrese T could zet no  walmen Ior love or monsy . m}\ﬂ ne
C G 5511 too stupgd te not kuow when pne should no try %0 go across.
Haybe ib would b Ed‘lgerms i1 T had my Lo b in bl sater and would be liable to try to
7o acvoss waen 1 shouldn®t, &ven rid wae v get acrvss it was a real
weth eross
me the len-er bub safer routa from Lisben “peck, 3 cmple milss up ine dight,
slent to do here o South Andros, s:irttually and physically, so T Wili not be into
1Loc much mischief, Senate amd priest meeting this —eck in Nassau, and I smmpzcsed Lo
lexd the spiritual parh ¢f the recollection &i'is month; ~hen I nops "o get enough
roofing material to pis & new rcocf on e of.‘ ho chirehes on s dsrard; ol three chuareie
hore nesd a new roof, bub there are no floaies for 1v. T began last Sunday %o offer Mass
at *he middle church on the islimd, St.Ge-trudd’s a% Kemp's Bay. 7 had not offered liass
theve for mere than 2 years, buh simply bwought the peopls by bus to Ssered Heart whers
T live, or St, Rub:rt's at *he other end of tre isirid where the Gisters lLave their onn-
verh,  The penple scem to be fonuinely happy for ibe rebuin ol a fl.;ll time resident priest
on we island.
T nave hee: happy and surprissd .n learn ocensicnaily of We ©
John's. The lagt T hoard Shey were U and U in She c-mﬂerence; ang I Lellevs
1@ had a soup’e d3fesis; 30 1t looksd Ltike Sv. John's was huaded for a vory successiul
Too 26 professional foctball cansot sputi so glowi:l ay. Bub tlen I hawve no
c,asmn te wabten olat cub cere anywar. On Mogrowe Cwmy 7 have a T.V. set and can some¥l ¢
pick un Flovl s‘utiom, but mve ne time to wabch Sunday foobll games. Cn Seubh Audwor
# Mvon v, Marcian upon his death

t have such luxuries, gusa a aice steree inhariter ’
e nd plassical recet od up from the «‘ﬁ.. Jehn!s library duplica’es.

o nillxallc / %55/2
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and whas a relief that 15 in the winter storme! oa ‘r. no ol
"‘M'lni and la"y aad may net want Ge go biel 1, e mersz
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:n 1 ¢éié fina
;g axl she pecple were atl wmus-rmo lew T got acruss. I got soreore to take
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3 Novesber 1983

Thé Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Sacred Heart Church

Posat Office The Bluff

South Andyos, Bahamas

Dear FPather Richard:

yhile the hot seeson has turned to warm for you the warm season has
turmned to cool snd cald for us. Actually our weather has been
rather mild for this seasom of the year, I associate All 3zints Day
end A1l Souls Day with & snowstorm and cold winda. T recall many
procesdlons to the cemetery on All Souls Day aud moat of them were
in the face of cold winds. This year, hovever, the walk to the
cemetery was pleasant and we vere able to hold a peaceful service
around the croes in the cemetery.

Our Chapter voted almost unapnimously on Tuesday evening to Invite
the Episcopel Diocese of Minnesota to erect a spirituality cenrer on
our campud, Thizs 1z certainly an historic event since it provides a
different kind of ecumeniem from the vne we have experienced im the
past, The Eplscopals will use the center as a place of prayer and -
discussion, They will take advantagc of the prayex services of the
monastery #nd the scademic programs of the unlversity. ‘I am gyre
that many churches will look to this venture with intereac, We hope
thet other Christisn txrasditions will use the mpirituvality ceunter for
their owm needs snd 1odeed the Episcopsl Church wents to open up the
center to othex Jenominations,

Today T will discusé with the ienior Councfl the mstter of re-
committing Saint Johm's Abbey to Ssint Augustine'a Monastery for
another three years, 1 only want to broach the subject today baut
it io important to discuss the watter st this time since the three-
year experiment is over on December 30, 1983, I hope to have the
Senior Council and the Chapter extend the experiment until Mey or
June 1984 so that I have & chance to evaluste the progress of the
new community at Saiot Augustine's Moomstery. Perhaps in May or
Tune our Chapter ¢an vote once #gain on whether or oot to continue
the comnmitment to Saint Augustine's,

I wich you peace snd joy im your minfstry!

Fraterually,

Abbot Jerowe Theisen, 0.3.B,

JT/ev
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Sacrec/ ﬂearf C)Aurcé

Little Creek, Andras, Bahamas
December 3, 1983

Dear Fathe Abbot,

It is about 8:30 p.m. this Saturday evening; I have put tcgether enough ideas
and thonehts for my four homilies tomorrow, so nou I have some relaxing time in
which to respond %o y:wr recent letter to me. Thanks very much for yrur perecnal
corcern te Wwrite to me on November 3rd and refer to mary of the thin 8 going on
bbout ths abbey and school. I kaow with your busy schedule you must nct find 1%
e:sy to take such precious time to write to me since there was no special problem
to write about, T vary much apprsciate th's spiritusl paternity which you axemplify.

T read with deep in%erest and full approval wur talk bt¢ the commnity in August
¢n the topic of Iiving in the Presence of the Lord, which I passe’ on te the Sisters
of Mercy who work out here with me, and the most recent packet and paper {rom September,
on Spirituality and Bcumenism. Thise paper reached me only yesterday, for the mail
service here leaves a bit to bs desired, As ou may have read from my per‘odic
letters tc he confrerss, I still do not have a telephone in my house o Mangrove
Cay, though it has been ordersd dy ihe Diocess, the owner of the property; and
perhaps it willbe installed in the early montns of 198L. With that I can dial
_directly 5o you or anyuhere else in the States; and likewise you can conceivsbly direct
dial me also. Tt may prove to be a good conbact if my Dad would take a turn for the
Worse. He is alresdy well beyend his 9lith birthday and is well taken care of in Bb,
Tincent's Nursing Home in Bismarck and is visited by membors of the family several times
eadh Week; bu® you never know when he could snddendy fold wp. This is 2ll the more
vossible right mow, for within the 1vst weeks my oldest brother has been reconciled
with the Church and badk tc the sacraments after being gone for about 25 years; snd he
was always Dadts favorite, and thersfors the recepient of many many prayers., I kinda
envieion my Dad like old Simeon, "Now, Lerd, you can dismiss your servant in peace...."

Ta the same mail as vour most recent sending came a letter from Bro. Walter, telling
of his permission to spend January in the Bahamas, ant his desire to spend a bit of 1t
with me on Andros., Thauk yru very much for giving him this permission, and I am going
to write him and assure him he will be most welcome to spend all the time he wishes
with me on these two isl=unds. Perhaps he wanis to come and sge whether what I Imve been

writing is really true or not., Seoeing is believingl

Now it would alsobe nice if you could manage to come mt here also when you make
yar visitation in preparation for the $t, Join's Community consldering an extension
of its commitment to St. Auzustine's for ancther three years. These first three years
have cerbtainly flown by swiftly. T thin' things are poing alcnp smoot':ly and promisingly
at St. Augustine’s and T trust that the St. John's Chapter wiil whole-heartedly support
another three years of assistance to the developlng community of S$i. Augustine’s.

Thanksgiving Day last week was a speci:l dav of rejoicing for mysell and the Sisters,
for my brother and his wife from Portland, Oregon, spent the week with ue, and also
two other priests from within the Bshams spent the day with us, the priest from North
Andros who hzd taken my place on Mangrovs Cay 9 moxths this past year, add a priest from
Abace Tsland. We all had much reason for which te give thanks, not the least of which

was the joy of each other's company.

But encugh for this time. I have yct to send cut a Christmas letter, but I will
ugs this opportunisy to extend ic you my prayers for a most blessed Christmas and

continued guidance through the niew year.
¥raternally, /) ;X "ﬁ
A \A,c,)\wvu&/éb. :
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S flarch 1584

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, C.S.B.
Sacred Heart Church
Little Cresk, Andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Thauk you for suggesting that I viejt your missions on the Island
of Andros. I lthoroughly enjoyed my stay with you. It gave me a
first-hand emperience of life on the famtly islands. It also
made me reflect =bout the sacrifices our monks ©f yrars g0 made
to be of service co the people of Andres. They st have lived
in very primitive conditions and found wransportation verv &iffi-
cuit. You have it easier today but nevertheless it is «till a
vary solitary life and one that is demanding in terma of ability
to manage one's life in the midst of many machines and gadgets,
Not everyone would be able tc live in the ractory that you manage!
The pastor in the Bshamas wust be able (o dc & variety of jobs
from mecharic to bas driver to preacher. Hz must-also he a good

chet.,

I still remember the excellent neal of conch hat we had on che
Friday night of February 24. It torned ot very 0] thanks to
the efforts oL mary i us.

Aanboi John and & were happy to find some progress in the community
1ife at Saint Augustine’s Monastery. It is my hope that our
monastic conmanity will vote to continue the “experiment for at
imast another three years. I think it deserves further attention
ont the part of our commmity.

Thank you again for yowr hospitalityl

1 wish you the blessings and fruit of this lenten season!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, O.8.B.

JT/ev
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My desrest ohes, April, 168

It 13 almost Holv Woek and Easter ap-I Mpnally fMnd Wma to get off another letter ¢o all
of yu, It seems that the older we get, tho faster the time.scema to fly by; juot as when
wo were youngetexs tho time could not go by quickly enough. Since it will probably be about
Eanter when moat of yu roeceive this lstier, I want tc greet all of you for s very blesasd
Eastar time and hope that -you will have a good epring, late though it spparently ie for many
of your arsas. May the Joy of the Rlssn Savier fi1l your hearts and bo tho hope and promise
of your eternal life.

Well, again I have had so many wonderful visitors, and so many interesting things have
pannenad 1n my busv life out here, that I hardly know where to begin t= r=late semu of tiom.
The firat visitoers were good friends from Mandan, North Dakota, e
They spsnt most of a weok with 1e, on both South Andros amd ¥engrovo Cay, and like good North
~-kotans, they enjoyec the simpliclity of life that I havo on these islards. Of course thay
also enjoyed the exotis troplcal contrast to bhe North Dakota snows, and 8oake® up plenty of
sun and send. and T tried several romedies foir my polar water hostur; and tharks to
several of you who wroto to me with suggestiors to ;u™ae; but nothing worked until we figured
it could only be an air-lock scmewhere on the hot water lino. I figured it could only be
at the point where tha hot water 1line laft the insulated storapge tank. By drilling and chi-
geling through the cement wall through which this pipe pagses, I vae able to loweruthis pipe
about an inch and a half; and that was all that was noeded to make the sholo system opera-
tional., Unfeortunately we succeeded in romedying the situation just anr hour bafore we had
to leave South Andros and mcvo to Mangrove Cay, so we did not get to experience tha warm
results of our labors. They gatherad quits & lozd of sea ehedls and such things to take
home to their childrern; but I think will got moro enjeyment out of 8 ocelng
the reminders in their home than the kids will; Tor they truly enjoyed their time heres and
I hope they will come back far a ro-play im the nsar future.

Tho next visitors came aB a reel surprigsl They Ware Abbot Jerome of St. John's Abboy
in Minnosotd ahd rotired Abbot John, alec from St. John's, now pastor of Albany, Minnesotas,
and slso the Abbot-Presidont of our American Benedictine group. They had coms to Nassau in
order to evaluate the progress of the 3-vear commitment of 5t. John's Abbey to re-establish
the commnity of St, Augustine's Monastery in Npasau, orlginally founded from St. John's.
Na hed n good evaluation time in Nassau, and they finished thalr work with same time to spare,
so T suggested that for them to get a more gemuine pleture of the work in the Bahamas thay
rorllv ought to come ot to my misaion on Margrove Cay and Scuth Andros. Ard by Oolly, they
both said yesl! Bro, Barry who likes any excuse to fly and gat away from his offico dutles
at St. Lugustine's, was ebls Yo borrow a littlo J-paseenger plane; so the four of ue flow
out to Mamgrove Gsy om Friday, to the great surprime. of the Sistors of Marcy and the othurs
out horey and I had o ‘vickly provide bedding for tho 3 vinitora, Bro. Barry won the
mattress on tho floor, But boloro wo oould get to that atego of the svening, wo had othar
excitomont whon we Wont to the alrport about 5:1S to chock out the plane before sundoun.
wo wero trying to tsko somo yrocautions atout the thefi of gasoline from the planus parked
at tho Hangrove Cay airpert, nnd what did wa discover but that somoohe had stolen thu battury
from the alrplane inbroad daylight. ‘Wo Wont directly to the police to roport our problom.
Tho policeman came back with us te tho airport and wo triod to scrounge o tattexy from a
snall drug-plane groundad ¢t tho airport,mt it proved to bo thy wrong size and would not
work. Ho'said ho had a good suspicl n about who the thiof might be and would work on it
in the noxt hours, Wo wo rcturnod to the roctory whore Abbot Jeromy had wonderfully tendori-
%ed the conch T had dug out for a erncked-conch dinnor with all the trimmings, Wo had hardly
finished our delicious suppor whun tho police car drove up to tho house g8 the officer shiwnd
ug goma wing nuts and washera, wondering if thuy wonld bo the kind that attechoed tho battory
in tho plano. They corrosponded cxactly to the misaing bettery nnd when we aeked him vhere
he found them he answorsd, "in somouno's pocket,? Ho said he would bo back lator and most
likely with tho battéry, And it w-s loss than 2 hours later that he did return vl %h the
battery and somy culprit si’ring in tho back soat of the polico car, on his way to lack up tha
eulprit in tho fsland jail. We were so happy to gut the battory back, which was brand new
one, bolng used for thu firgt time Yor thio trip, that Bro. Barry ¢id not pross charges
agrinst tho culprit. The whelo incident must havo put fear into tho other young fellaws on
the island, for wo lost no gasvlino through the night. T teok thom ali for a teur of Lix
1plmd 4n the parish bur =nd the abbotsm got to geo whoro soms of tra oarly Fathors of St.
John's who workod wmd hero livod in tamos past. They soomed to onjoy ths oxporlunce. Aftor
& morning Maas with tho Sistors of Mercy and seme moro vislting we flow over to South Andros
and thuro I took thom bhe longth of tho Llalwd and showed them the theos churches I care for
on thet ialand. ‘ftor a pancnkoe lunch wo drove back to tho alrport from which the abbots sng
Bro. Barry left again for Massau, 2nd I drove the buo to Drigge HALL and then wal ted for the
ferry to go back to Margrovs Cgy. T think this was probably the [irst time over that an
sbbot, of B%, John's camo out to Margrove Cey and South Androa, and I am very happy that both
Abbot Joroma and Abbot John paid this historiec visit. I4 was this camo Abbot Jehn who in
1976 ueslgned mo to work in tho Bakamas, I think I am the only one #4411 in thu Haharas whom
ho asnigned to work hers. Seo, theirs was a vory bappy and historic visit, wimost te match
the historic visit of Cardinal Hayds of Now York City who cwmo to Margrove Cgzy 4n 1928 te
givo Confirmation to tho first proup ovor on Mangrove Cay. To thst timo thero Was not oven
A bisiop in the Bahomas. I rdght add that good ¥r, Howmtroot would have come to tha rascuo
again, for ho dug up an ¢ld alrplam T™%tory from his garage that ho bogan te charge up for
Bro, Barry, 3nd that prebably would hovo gotbon thom off tho grourd on tloir wny back to Nessau.
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2.

The noxt visitors wore cousine 9 Trom Billinge, Mootana. Thuy too
found tho contrast from tho Mentain colds a vory woicomo ono, oron though it woe unusunlly
windy ard cold much of tho tims thuy spont with me on Scuth ~ndros and Mengrove Coy; and when
the wirds foll off, thu bugs came on. And those pesky bugs sgom Yo sonso it whon now blood
comas oh tho acena, amd thay attsck voraclously, with the result that ° oapecially
bocame the objact of their attack, But I think they onjoyod tholr timo with mo in spita of
the bugs, It is such a contrast to bae able to go into the ocean Ln February when the stroams
of Mont=na arc covored with about J foot of dea. Tt #-3 so windy that wo woro not ablo %o
tross to the othor lsland for Bundoy ovening Mass, 2¢ I had it oasfor for a change, 1t uag
svon toe viedy for Mr. « to f1v mo Across; £o you know it war protty windyl
and - - nloo found the soa snolls most Antorosting and took home oddlos of them, ovun the
1~rgor conch shoils, which added considernbly to thedir voight. Thoy they aleo got bo shop
in Massau 4n the strow market bufore thoy fluw back to Billinge ond loaded up m many of tho
locally proguced straw itoms. Dut as noon as thuy loftwc oxporienced woeks of delightful
woather. T heard on the radio that the night thay flow back into Billioge thoy woro mut by
a full’ fledged blizzard, 80 it must have boun with somu roluctance that thoy arrivod.

T think it vas during tho visit of tha abbots cut ners that wo witnossed an unvsual thing
in tho gky. Yo woro all drewn owtdoors with 7 loud sound in the usually peocoful sky, and
an wp stood m tho poreh thoro camo right ovor our heads 5 big military holicopters (T thdnk
Britdsh) cnd thoy wero bolng rofueled from a tanker planc while in flight. It was beautiful
tu 300 thoir etrich formation and coordinitod speed ~rnd the leng tubo from the toner plano
giving fuol to ono hulieptes aftor the othor, I 7m wondering how fe thedr pattorn tonk
thom 4o tho west, for 1t is not many -Ir minutes from here 2nd one 1s 4in Cuban alr apaee.

Ae T soid omrliur, gotting a telephonc hore goes in stagas. 7 pnid my foe and got my
tolephone number in Jancery. Thun I waitad woek aftor wook until sgvoral months wont by unbtil
17to March whon thuy finnlly began to put up 2 wire in my yard; ilnally in unrly April a men
came in nnd put in tho actunl tdlephono. It lookad .roal nice, push-botton type, and had a
nice rioging sound when ho installod 1t; but it did mt work., I triod saveral times to
phong out that ovening, but ovarything woe devd, But tho following day it came clive sghin,
~nd I wes ovon able to teot it on e Tong distanco éall to Fr, Loonard in North Dakots.

For thoss of you who might want to cs)1 mo, you can do o by direct dinling: 809 329~h2lg.
But far tho next 2 monthe T will bo on Mangrove Chy whero tho whons is only from Sunday
night until Tuesday sftemoon.

‘lo haw, rocently organiscd & parish counell for tho churches on South .indros, and onv for
the churchae oh ¥-ngrova Cw; ao 1t hag been a busy timc lately gotting theso organidzed nod
functdnning wlth monthly meodings. It ia = whelo nuw cencopt for-tho penple hore, so it is
golng to take some gotting-nsed-te. But I forsoo many blespings coring from this groater
involvemont of the people in the affairs of tho Church, '

I have not had a 1ot of timo for my ususl projeote, but I did install a new muffler and
oxheust system on the digscl bus as woll as naw tiroe mounted on it for the annunl safoty
inspection. Also, I wired tho hcuse of cno of the parishlonors on Mangrovo Cay who recontly
fot himsolf a ubed diosol gonorntor. Thet moant putting in coiling lights and wall switghas
2rnd mtlots In 21l of the sovon oz olght rowmme. At the firet testing not all of thu fixturos
workad, but oventually I got ALl of thom to work as thuy wero supposodio.

Hnd somo more rather lato f1ights to Nnssnu again; din't ronlly know why, but as thu a-ying
goca: “If you heva timo to sparu, €1y Brhnmasair.? Ono Sunday aftornoon whon I was walting
for tho forry to go to South jndrea for tho uvaning Masasos I meb 4 Canadian couplo who hnd
quito an odgusey gotting to tho Bahamaa. Thoy had loft Ontario about 3 doye earlier in thoir
own plano, intonding to fly to South Andros whoro thuy hed rosirvationa at tho Las Falmas
roeso. b, Thoy wore grounded with bag wenthor scmuwhoro ia Fuw York statoy so thoy loft their
plano thore and went commorcial to Rowark, N.J.; thon with n couple moru dolays thoy got to
Fort Leuerdale, Florida. In Fort Lavord~lo thay wero advised to take a local plano to San
‘ndros on North Lrdros, which would bo r. latively closo to thoir destinntion. Only aftur
arriving at 81 findros did they discover that thoro is nn connucting flight to South .ndros;
80 thoy ssont anothor cxponaive night in a hotol, thun hired a bont for $100.00 for a very wot
prasage fram Nerth ‘ndroe to Mangrovo Gay, thon nnothar taxd drive tho length of Mangrovo Cay
to tho forry for A froc rido te South <ndrops. Thoro 1 added to tlulr happy onding by taking
them to thoir destination At Las Palmnz resort, which 18 on thu way Lo my firat church,
Intorestingly Jorry ard Blovnor Knudson wore alse ALMOST routed to Morth indros whun thuy enmo
cut until T called thom and got them to corroet thoir flight. I can sgo how o typical travel
agont in the Statos thinks that all of indres 48 «ne big 1sland with 9=ey travol from ono ond
to tho etoor, Tt is rot; 4t 4o divided by several wide bodios of water iato mANY Bofnents
of Lérd magsory and travel botweon somo of those segmonto is vury rare and oxponsive,

Dear Father Abhot, : Apnmt 1E, 1984
Thanks very ouch for your letier of early March; I am embarsssed

th~1 so mueh time has flown by without sy respondiig to your kirdness:

tut if you rend wy sbove words rou will see¢ that 1 eve not been idle,

ter- i1 i8 slresdy Jloly Week; T had 4 big Pnlm Sunday processim $ yester-

day and look farwurd ¥ a busy week io the doys avead, ircluding 12 Baptisms

Foly Satuday cvening. Later tiis morming I wi 1) huve anotiw r meeting with

thepurents and puardians of these condiuates, preparine thew to apnreciute

what hgrens to the voungsters in this saerament, One candil ete is an adolt,

S0 I will administer Confirmatiod to her palopp wilh jer first Egcharist,
eea s fﬂ‘: L3 ﬁ, ﬂ . (j ’.".‘.}:5:

~ P
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St Benedicts Church

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
Aupus t 29, 1984

Dear TFntler Abhot,
This is ratke: late to le t'anking you for the deliphtfnl

time I enjoyed at tle allev throush late June and into July,

Tut I om sicerely grateful for tle warm, family like receghion

1 enjoved wit: you and all tlhe confreres than at the abhey.

Many t'anks to Fr, Falian for the very fine guariers ke found

for me, and 1o Fetler Prior and Fr, Gordon for the car I was

able 1o nse, T dhoroughly enjoyed cvery minute of t% s vacation
with 8ll of you., I wish I could in turn offer a similar hospitality
to you again md any otke - emfreres who walld like to visit
Mangrove Cay or SBowth Andros.

= These ha'e been bLusy weeks sbce my retirn to t-e islands, for
therris always very much physical work to do, especially in the
nhsence of the three Sisters of Mercy wuen I can work uuite freely

i their convents, Their one comvent is now I8 yeersold and in this
tire the pluwking in their bathrooms had Ladly deteriorated, an d I
needed tn renlace most ofit, Tre water lere is very corrosive om

metal pipes, so I went bt¢ plartic pivpes ond fittings whereever I coulad,
The Sisters returmed 4 the island yesterday, @ itai phese of work is
nov Pinisved for auotle vesr, Also with the hot, muggy weather of
Jily ;4 August i-ere one nceds a gnod inceniive to do a gond bit of

worl,

Last wpek I =pent in NAssau, on retreat wit) the Bishop and most
of tke priests working in the diocese, It was a goodreprent leerd hy
a hinck priest fror t:e Chicapo Arcl:diocese, Fr, Edward Raxter by nace,
yzdno opnortunity to molre a retreat earlier in the summer, for 1 was
in travel mt tie time of the St, Aumws tine's retreat and had not yet
lest t'eBalemas at tio time of theSt. Jo'm's betrent, Thea retreat wos
condncted at t"e Nermitage, residence of tleBistop, so I did not spend
mucl time at St. Augusibine's as I usually da. This coming week Fr,
Silwan and I are pgoing to switch; e will be on HaneroveCay a:d T will
go to Nassau to dismantle soms mareof the old Priory building  add uce
{le salvared lumber to put acouple roofs au sheds in the Bislop's ynrd.

Abtot Gregory Roettger wrode recently ithei lie will not be able to
visit bere mnd fish this coming Januxy, that 1:d will lein Rome =s the
Trocurstof fTor our Federatio', I was lup'y at tle ¢ .oice of him for
+1 at role, and he sornded eager to pive it » good try. Je hos a lot of
td¥¢ neturdl traits necded for ttat role. I hope you enjay ¢ mod merting
of the abinte in Rome, ¥ould vou please give +4he enclosed notice to

. T really am pot interested ip the sc™ool puklicetiors any-
more, for I }ave Jost coptact with all t'-ose academic affnirs in the
Lusy interesting 1ife I face “ere in the islands, Mig't as well sace

some npostage.
Fraternyl vy
%WJS@

Fr. Ricl ard Behrolt, 0.5.%.
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INFORMATION FOR PERSONNEL FILE

a X3 Ec N A i 3,14 S H ”
NAME Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0.5.4. Present Date Sept 27, 198¢

PRESENT work assignment (s)

Bahamas Yslands, pavocltdial work op Margove Cey en 3cvth Andres

PAST woirk asslgnment (s) {(General Data)
pastoral work at st. Mrostbipe's Crorei 1. 0T o
pastend work al 5 ven Joloers Church, Alhany

chaplain at SL. MWentag Cryvvept, golleme ms! §3ch sepned
teoght ar 34, Ben's High 500’

philoaophy teacter at Sb. John's Lidvorsity

prefset at 3. Johe's indversite

master of Qtrof crs ol sb, John's Abhey

wine makar

hrginess oifice at 3V, Join's.

FUTURE work interest (s)

nothids sepeecial

return by 11-1-84
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~E;;n ﬂﬂgzlletléct'; (f?‘“"%ﬂé

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas

October 10, 1984

Dear Father Ablot,

Thanks ve y muchk for the recent sending of news and 1lnrtest doings
at St. Joln's, I am returni z the two forms you skked to e filled
and returned by Kovemter lst. %Too bad thkatl youn could not have been
at St. Jobhn's for the passing of Rishop Leonard, bui T guess yo. were
busy epough in Rome at ti'a% time., I am klad that Bishop Burke and
Monsimnor Moss as well as Pr, Erendan were alle to attend the funedral
nt the shiey befo e they brouwvht ire hLody hback to Nassau for a mosl
imnress‘ve Puncral w ich even tle Governor-General of the RBal:amas made
it 2 poivt to attend. It wac very beautifull And alsc very filthng
fow ¢ne like Ris™:op Leonard,

flut here things sre roing along in their usual busy, l.appy [fas:ion,
Brot er Rarry is especially tapoy that tize plane hasnow arrived fon
Fig':of Purke, and Ye expecte to be cnlled updn fo fly it of tem for Lhe
Ristor or for otlers wlo need +transportatiw on ashert motion., The day
nfter te funeral of Bishop Leonard it got a god workeut w'en Brother
Varry flew Fr. George and Fr, Elias t their assl gnmentson BEleut!era
Island, and 4 en Fr. Pat Uealey of Long Island used it to fly Fr, {"ermen
to San Slsvader, Fr, Paul Hayes to Lxuma, snd Limself and 'is his confrere
to Lony Island for t-eiv Sundav work. Witltowt it 1'ey could have reached
tleir assignmenis on time,
Fralerpally

//n_- j{wg\,,& &M 88
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21 Hovember 1984

The Leverenu Richard Eckroth, Q.S5.8,
Church of saint Benadict

Mangrove Cay

Andros, Bahamas

Deay daches wicnarda:s

L ~tons «71wr Theopnile recently that © would he in
thns “aaama:z from January 21 to Jahuary 23, L1985, I
hope Yo h+ uvregsent for Father Herman wWind's fortieth
annivarsary celebration, that is, the anniveraary of
nis ordinacion to the priesthood. § nsve naver bean
to San 3al:ador anu it will be axCitias o visit tha..co
islaink.. woorticdl have very ' aDrien v o,
visit 0 w,uros last winter.

il YOuL Ae.s J0@D YOU JULEtG e NeiT L wOT 120 fRAX
down tue. lividiayg walls becwaza Fhe Conms « fhe 20300
floor . :ne zuadranglel dagy ara L. tne Jrocens ol
i e area norea 3 tng carsee’ seation i

iendva

Faine rwpeeae: Mall. Ao QR Fo Pav jour ziahs wore

rooms  avadllawie for che aick ana ke elaerls oy the
S »oect shouls e 0 0 L 4 In R A I

D eatng.

Poe Sl Lo Hnebtger [ 1 a wlan
EIVR ESTCE R N . i . aim in e . ien I owos 1
WO LUF Thie DRSS D1 AbRaTH, de was  oapwe tu
VT D mnd¥ A0 L Al 9rONrac r. o duird receaatly,
Uoves © wad having supss fealtis proolems and
agsde ¢ .oy te the States for : sroustatw operatlon.
I 45 .+ . »111 rveturn after ini: ooeration.

LAST .- 1 0 1 PEJAn Or racaer coneinued uy series of

conrerenc::: sn The Rule of 3enedict. 1 :xplained the
first three veraes of the Rule and then ths community
took u» t* toplc and discugsed the Prologur For aboutr
twanty-fi'r. winutes, It was an 2xcellent liscussion:
the community provided its own commentary ovw thv Rule.
i eniuy ¥*nis rcommunal study anda 3discussion of the

Rulg.
Wiz

I will se: vouw in January.
Aiessings and peace in tha Loxdl

Fraternally,
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— ] New 23 /98Y
My dearest ones, f.\tk)'W\ A ‘u”j'l Christmae, 1504 '

It is timé to write my Christmas greeting to all of you. It is hard to remlige that
this 45 olroady the 6th Christmas lettor Y am widting from Mangrove Cay and South Andros,
How quiskly these yoars have flown byl Christmas 13 auch a home—centered, family celebration
sinos We celobrate the coming of Oirist into our world, that I would love to be with all of
you to whem T am mending this groeting., Such ip impowsible, But T will ba thinking of you
pruying Cod to bless all of yu with grost bappinasa and poace and evorything good, And I
trust that whoreever you are, you will have & vory happy and blesped Christmas celsbration,
followed by an abundance of blossirgs through tho Now Year. Just last wesk when T was wlth
the Bishop in Nassau he told me that ho was expecting some visiting prieats at Chrisimas and
was willing to twist the amms of one of them to perhaps come out to help me with the Chrirta
nsa Masood on my two 1slands. This is wonderfuly for with snother pripst hero the pecpls on
both Lslruds can plan to have a midnight Mase nrd then morning Mamsos at the other churches
on Christmas Day. The Sisters will be on Mangrove Cay for Christmas, so I think T will sot
1t up thet ths vialting priest will offer the Masses on Mangrove Cay, and I will affer tha
3 Famses on South Andros, Then I will arrange for a boat or a plane to crosa over to Yan-
grove oy me socn as my !laoses are fintshod so that I can got in on a moot dolisious éinner,
which she Siaters alvays prooare, end vhich T do pot howe the skill to prepare. #lse it will
glve ms & chance to meet the visiting priest, for I think he will be cut hera only a couple
days, So I am looking forwsrd to a very nice Chrletmas,

T am having an enslyur time on Sundnys now, X am no longer trying to offer Mass on both
islands sach Sunday 2e I had done the firat 5 years out heroe. It got too hectie trying to
got to tho other island eacu Sunday evening, and I often got late 1€ T got there at allj
that the Bishop okaysd my plan to offor Sunday Masmes on only ons island esch Sunday, and
then mid-wesk cross to the othor 4sland and offor tho Masses there the next Sunday. How I
offoronly 2 or 3 Masses each Bunday instend of the former N Masses and do not have that
worry about getting to the other 1slond for the ovendng, T find thie so relaxing and casy
that I fesl almost Eu.i!.ty that I feel so guod. The pepple do not mind, for in pach church
there is someona delegated to Phold Chureh", elnging plonty of songe, roadirg the assigned
Soriptures for tho day, somstimes presching, and then piving Communion to thase who wish o
reeolve., It la going woll, It i3 more like the poople had yvars ago when a priest camo
only once a month or 8o«

Sema work to do thesa weeks. Helpad ono of the mon cemont the sides of tho cess pit at
the Siptors convent cn South Andros, Late in the summor wm haa put a new cament tep on it,
but dldn't have time then to cemont up the sides. lwooks roal neat and solid now: Lots of
Erass to out too on both Lelsrde, dus to all tho roins we hid in the late summer and rre
sti1] having. Again ono iawnmoder 4s almost resdy to give up the ghost, I have used it g0
much on this rough terrain that it 1s cracked and ready to bresk in two. Oh well, any extra
milos T can got out of it, thy bettor....Plcked only 10 grapefrult from my troe and no
tan-erines, for the kids l'rnt me to them. Unfortunately the school bun stops right in front
of my church yird ard it is too t4impting to tho kide woiting for tho bus,, not to forget the
kids vho came onrly for ticir Sundsy achool class too. Oot lots of avouados though.

Then I got snether job in Naseeu.,..Thu 3-motor diving board at the owinming pool at St.
Augustingte Colloge wae ready to collapse, for the 12-inch stuel supporting pipe was rusted
through at the base. Fr, Goorgo tharc had eskod mo what I would suggest to fix 4t. T supg-
gested that they fly me in with the Bishop's little plane and that I oould build a nice
strong form to build a tapored colunn of cemont under the diving plate of the atrusture, So
ho did; hae Bro, Barry fly out to got me. I wont right to work snd had the base dug out
and tho foundation pourod with re-inforeing stoel by the ond of the day. But than ag I
began to duild the forms for tho column we laarnod 4hat thare was no esmont to be had on the
island, 8o T finished bullding the fommm with etrong brecing, oiled tho forms with tho
help of Fr, Bonjamin; md thon did my monthly shopping bafere I could return to Mangrove Coy
on the Saturday plane. T walted L hours for tho plane and finnlly medo it to Mangrovo Coy
in s rmoll $-montor chartored by pahamasair. T had to rotwn to H.seau in two mor. days fcr
the monthly meoting with tha Blshop and other priests. This timo T walted § hours at tho
Hangrove Cay airport for tho plane; 8¢ could de none of my planned work fo that dny,
Tnesday morning immodlately altar breskinst wo started mixing and pouring cemsht for tha
colwm, for coment hnd arrived kn Wiosau. Tho farms ptood up woll, to the surprise of somo
of the skeptics. The local peoplo tund to budld very wesk forms snd could nd imagine mo
bullding a form atrong onough te hold in about 2 cuble yards of wot convroto. Thoe cemant
work lasted into the aftornoon; thon I hurrdedly crated up the plece of platy glasa I got
irom the old Priory bullding and which I wont to use to make a solar panel for heating water
in my house on Mangrovo Cay. All Tuesday cvening was spcnt with the Bishop and othor priest
Sonators in cur first moeting of tho newly constituted Priest Benate of the Hassan dlocuse,
Thig w1l %o my last yoar on tha Sonate, for my socend term of ) yoars expires at the end of
this year, and I am inoligiblo for re-eloction. Seem I Irve beun on the Sencte most of my
B years in the Bahamaa. A1l doy Wednesday wus spent at the monthly m.eting with tho other
priests, I had gone down to tho boat deck av &:30 in the morning te send off my big pleco
of glase and other boxus, but found no boat to take $4. Whon I agked where the Big Yard
Express Was, ths fellows on ths dock 9aid they wers on dry dock and would ad be going out to
Msngrove Cay this week, Another wylt.,..

Thornksgiving morning Bro, Barry again flew me back to Mangrova C2y so the two of wa could
Joln ths Sipters in a very happy and fostive Thonkeglving dinner. We wero met by lots of
specinl polico and defense force porsonnol with nutenatie rifles which they wero firing to
frighten the poople as they searchod for drugs. Mo ono waw hitas far e T foow, but I don't

knme A theyﬁnl‘mw nn,T dfu:giiﬁ:n-;m ,}’fhw%:mg}nnt h ’n . > 15;,;43«--
BJ.,.,-M'M M»E‘:}m Uum—-7, o My o by }%E@M‘M-ﬁ

0SB ECKROTH_001638



_S)acrecf ﬂeart CAMJ‘CA

Littie Creek, Andros, Bahamas
Sepluerber 23, 100,

TDear Abbot Jepmme,
Tt was sc good Yo receive your latest lebler Sn te ms © recont mail poueh.

You were responding to my request frr f'nancial help in Tudiog toe purchase of o
mew bus for my work on Scuth Andros. T had .o kncwle d thh Ii sionay Veéhicle
Associaticn in Hzshiogten, U.0. that ypu sug-est I first contact. 5o 1 have phoned
Bishop burke todsy and 2sked hin rhe thar I could write to them for such help. e
indiecated that he krnows of th agpganization, but has never yet spproscned then
feor sny help. So he &lso encovragnc me to write te them and sand e reguest Lo
him tha$ he woudd 2 cc(mp'arw il with hiz win letbter of rommendation. I have du"lo S
this ewoninr end =will enelrse » carben cony of what Twrete te *hoaw uc R

Eoyice bas bad oo previens dealin th this orranisabicn; sc lx
thay they #ELL ew my requent wich fever., I owdll Tub
onse to the recurst to s es i T need =y -fu‘.“'-she': Lelp.

nope wibi mo
I seb ars

g als lcabsd he wouid help too in the Zinsncing of <he bus, for ke Lnwug
how needed 1% is ad iiov :i'-‘re;_»'ara'olc vld m: s, I wso kkinda luck—y, Tor i oamy

f‘e 1 one

akseuce %o Mionssoba he b st cae of his Josulv confreres o
Sungay on So:th Andros, le Ty, Paul NHaye:, 3.J. who lives ay 7
the Disiym cam: bock %0 Nassauw ith 211 kinds of %zles of wee for condi
on doubh Andros and thab Ocol,le like myoeld £ neoded :Ll te .-u}nporu they can ;
from tha Clurch in Hassau. Sc I know “hat Eighep Burke Has had o nessale

-eate.r‘(‘iy and knows bheve is o real need. IL is toobad the
ant its pocple oub lers zre S0 pocr, duh AL iz simaly a2fach of life . you cam 133
change it wer-night. Actull1 ¥ np gam time on Sorth Andecs and Mongrove Cay is
arproav ing ita end. T teld Eishe: Barke “hat I wounld hope for a change e a c,.i‘xr-rnnht
assignement aftar 10 y2ars <n these two is .nn'la, both for his welfave of the peuple
and Lo 1y own veliare. But I verlka hope then for anobher as$ignement oo one of the
is.arde if my he 1th 84312 calls for it. Aciuwall- I Jew bhs lile cut heve vory
moch, bub T do sincerely believe that 10 rears is encuch =t one of lhese isolated
posbs. iv. Alto aud Fr. cere 5oc Jong on Margrove Cay; an. ti‘u’.‘y Lehn
admit it T om suvg, I jerman il adinit 3%, for he iasnield me so; and he
nas been an oxccllond I Gend vrieat. So if T ancceed in 2ubiing 2 new }as 't will
he more for the benerit of %jn  cne ho willfollow me bhan for myself thai 7 am

geelcing this fafor.

intc his ear re;

Truly I ¢id enjoy my scvsral weeks with tle confréres at the_ abuey this sum:er.
sverytiing weu so pesceful Thanks for tha: Tamily spirit
that wou 2z abbob ar. inspiriug the homs comrmudty te achleve, T tne ‘u ure Wl ren
T ran mn Tonoge ogyve Sn oan activ - viav der tho Chexeh T orelidsh the
homo % the commurity 2t Sh. Jehn's to apend my cedbining yeavs of
wnd look Soward by the lasting DI ol oi.;rui'iv_; . Dut pr, 'v‘iit'i;ruck
shoroueh riysical eizrm this sumer assired ms ilat 7 should be gord zer :.'tcrr_x 3
of work Ang w bk your 23 Yhe commua tyTs ap roval T owuuld hiope Lo
g ong @~ weh 28 T con wocking for the Yhuvch in the Ealamas. I never ru

! an ruail a5 T have, Jor I nev & volun

s werking as 7
a vh,

resist ‘e o

tho I o o lovi
for assicnoEant ,ete, T Teary afSer

ten's &

hanpy wears of ‘earh
amd arochiali o
T omm osuwroly g

e

ol Mite at 50,
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11 sepuember 1985

the Reverenu dilcihard LEckroth, ©0.5.B.
Church of Zaint Benedict

Mangrove Cay

hndros, Bahamas

Gear Pather adcherd:

JOLLY we Glu 0% get an opportunity te¢ talk about your
work en +~ndros Island before you lefl diunesote. BHut
! nave sour ietter of 13 sugust 1385 and your request
~or funds .or the purchase of & ¥ehicle. Like Father
Borden, L cue am very interested . yudr having a
celieble muede ol cransporatiorn ou #Mangrove {ay. To
begla the discussion I sonder whnetner you have cunsidered
1he Missiowery vehicle Association, shcorporated. This
assoaciation, as jou pruvably Know, =s.ists wmissionaries
il che-purci.ase of vehicles. Perhaps you have received
fundés .rom cueh in tue past rhelr aworess is 326
ferry Stresi, o2rtaeast, Washington, 0. L. 20017,
The association is directed by The «everend Philip
vekein. Perhaps you Jave consigerew chis possibility
and aave not chougihkt it cppropriale. ~ surely will
want you co receive & uonation from 3aint Joini's Abbey,
eltner tirough 7ouzr accounlk in Wassau or from our
iselonary sunas. I will leave it «p (0 fathes Gordon
U wecide walth ig nere appropriate. out in the meantime,
1 wondered vhether there would be any point i appreaching
tne MuSsawsary seuicle nesoclation.

1 nad a goou viyit witu Fatner herean Jice who is in
Minnesota {ur 3 vacation., it amezes e tw cealize his
recore ©of gervica in the Bahamas Fractically his
whole life has been devoted tc service on the out
islands of the Bahamas. He has done mmuch worx, incvliuding
physical work i1, the mainwenance «f these missions.
But now he finds it difflcult to do the xind of vbhysical
work that he did in earlier years.

1 will await your reply before moviny ahead witl, any
further consideration of funds for a vehicle.

Blessings and peace in the Lord!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.8.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA je321
Aupust 13, 1985
Dear Father Abbot.
Serry I did rot get to vimit with you after my return from Handan,
1 did have a very nice vislt there with many of the relatives who gathered
for the goiiden jubilee celebration of a ccusin there., Also Father Terence
came down from Garrison te join our family for the happy fawily gathering.

T hope you have in mind to bhave me continue workimg in the Bahamas.
I bad a thorough phyaical examination from Dr. Wittreck ead he found
everything im good coenditien.

what I had hoped to ask you about in a visit war the possibility of

permission to use some mcney towards the purchase of a bus for the work
of the churhh on South Aadros. The present bus ie getting to be rather
unreliable and Bishcp Burke hes given his permiasion for me to arrange
for a new bus. Financially the island does not mdeiuately support the
work of the church there, and the Bishop auh#idizes the church work there
to the amount of §3,600, each year. We have about 83,000, in church saviings
amd the Bishop will contribute a couple thousand. Which leaves about 85,000
yet to be raised. I believe that some yesars ago when Fr, Herman needfd new
transportation ¢n Muagrove Cay he was helped with a considerabdle financi:1l
donation from St. John's. That is what is prompting me to ask the abbey
through you for a similar donation towards the pmrchase of thie bus.
I apoke with Fr. Gordon about it; he meemed=very understanding and 'avorablo
towards the reguest, but indicated it would have to come with your or
the Senior Council's approval. TIf your decision is favorable it would
involve no direct out-lay of funda from St. John'e, but with your approval
T would take it from the aavings accodnt that ia in ny own name at FINCO,
a Nassau savings institute. This account wae bsgun and built up to about
83,000, from my arrival in the Babpymas when I used to dzaw a salary -nd wes
not directed to turn-over my salary to St. Augustine's Monagtery. Presently
ny parish aslary is turned in to St. Augustine's eack month, The Prior of
St. Augustine'’s is the co-signee for thée eavings account, )

So I am hoping for an answer to this request when you have occasion to
write agaim.

Filialy in Chriat,

G Rihanf Ehostt, 057
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domeopt, pnas nid-Kuyy 1905
i The big@est- swest OF shizMomth wan the passing of Dad to His-steveal glory atzga ago of 56
on priday after Esster. I had phoned We. Lacpard Pester wight and they told me that Pad wao
weallening, but knowing he had been weakerding for months wlready I dd not ecteider his condition
critical., But that Friday night he quietly slipped sway in his room at | &n .
Ironically, ! and Siamter srrived just about ap hour after he passed, after driving
those hundreds of miles from Ninnesota to Bpend the week-end with him, Saturdxy weening they °
tried to catoh me, but slnce I was not an Mangrove Cay where my phme is, they phened the monas «
tery in Nassau to dnform me. In the usual vay of commndcations in the Behams, the message
never caught up with me. They redlly eliould have put it on the radio; and if X did “mot hear it
m<alf, one of my naighbors would ¢ertainly have gotten the nassage and relayed it 6o me, The
tolegram they eent me has not yet reached mel 8o I spent that Saturday painting wh th rustoleom
some of the 122 sheete of metsl roofing that arrived for the 8%, Oertrude®s Church at Keep's Bay.
Sunday T offered the usual 3 Massea a% ths 3 South Androa churches, apking the peopls o pray for
Dad. Sumda y afternoon I took the ferry to Mangrove Cay, for I had & big shipmemt of oconch o
take to the Benedictine Siatere in Naesau end the Honastery, Honday noon I tock the plane to
Matswu for the uweual monthly meeting with the bishop, still ot knowinr of Dad'a death, Haturelly
Y did not take along any funderal clothes like a suitj in fact Y ware rather lightwelight clothee,
for the weather was beginning to twrn hot. In Nassau Bro. Francis met me st the alrpet, and
notieing my 2ight wear, asked if Y had not received the telsgram, X #3id, "No, what telshram?®
He then told me Dad hed dind and they had sent me a telegrem to lst ma lmow. Well, that was a
startling announcement, and in the usual American wery they wauld hava besn burving Ded dy this
day or Tuesday, 90 X hurried to a travel agency and told my need to got to a8 cuickly
a8 poseibla, The apent was able to bosk me for Tuans-ay morning, leaving Nussau on the firat
plane which 18 7:30, chmvging 4n Miamd to a Continental flight to Denwsr, Colorade, then a
Frontier {2ight to " 1 flew into 2 nev tine 2onas apd dack into ons and arrived in
at 3100, to ba met at ths a irport by my brother The -tomperaturo wvas anything but

like Neggau at 42°, and the word that they had enow flurrise that sams worning did rict warm
things. I quickly had to get into soms warmer cloghing bafors goirng to the first wale pervico
that ovening. Happily they had timed the funsral for Thursday, April 18th, and all of us 11 kids
were able to pather uxcept who ie 1n 8 mumraing home &n . Pollowing his mont arippl-
ing stroke last ysar, The funersl was & btruly meroribla event at 1:00 frem old 8t. Joseph'e
Church whers Dad had lived his 1ife after coming from Russia back in 1891, Retired Bishop
Hackort attendedy md Abbot Jerome from St.John's Abbay slong with Fr. Oordem Tuvis end Fr. luke
Stuiner and Bro. Jamss drova fyom St. John's thath pormdng mnd roturned there very tired that
same night. About 20 other priests con~celobrated the funeral Mase with Fr, leonard and myself.
Fr, Loonard took the rols of main celebrant and usked mo to give the permon. Bellewe me, 1t was
not aapy; but I wus able to manage through it and clesed with tho obmorvabion that Ded waa being
burded, April 18th, the vary date on which hia and Momts first child was bern into this world,
and thedr 1hth and last child was bom into thie world; for _ and share April 18th as
their birthday. Aftsr the intermuert alongaide Mom in the Mandan cemetery, the hundreds of pecple
who had fillsd tho church joined ua for the lunch at the ¥nighte of Colwsbus dining roam, which
wep rathor £itting, for Dad so much enjoyed meeting at the K.C. lell, ¥ think that Dad wasm per-
haps tha oldeat member of the K.C.'s 4n K rth Dakota @t the time of his death, for he joined the
K.C.%8 75 yeara ago in 1910 when the tlosest ledge wae Fargo, I wad 80 happlly swrprised when a
car of friends fram glbany, Minnasota, drowe to Kandan for the funéral.

The day after the funeral .” °~ and . Joined me in driving to O - to vial b with *
We knes he was rot in good shape, but Y was rplioved to find ho was as goog 12 ba was and wag
receiving such wonderful care. He camot opesk or even help himself ia any way, ut we ffound him
Bitting in a whaelohair, I cannot say hes really recotgnized us, bot he cortainly recognized hie
wife and . and perked up whenever we sddressed him as . °  Apyway, 3t was gratifying to
¥oe him =0 clean and comfoarbable and receiving such good care, He was 72 on the funeral day of
Dad, Seturday X offersd a Mass in the ppartment of my cousin ard Beptismal Qodlather, -
He and W wife have alusys beon opooisl to me; amit 16 a pleasure to offer Maze with them how.
T almost did not resch his apartment, forabout a block from it, the engine of Fr, lsonard's van
which T wae drivirg concked out and refused to restart. I parked it along the curdb and wan
stertled to sse sroke comdng from ths engine area, T quickly opened the hood and found the main
olsctricgl cable burning, So I found a pliors 4n the oar and quickly disccnneoted the ground wire
from tha battery, and the £ire went out promptly. But a 11 the eleotricel syatem waa shorted.
Strangely, Fr, Leonard had thesams experience W th his good car only a few wecks earlier, on the
Interstate highway. Coincidentally both of these vehicleo had only recently been worked on by
omme of Hs "boys" at the State Reformatory where he 15 ehaplain, Tim wendoring 1f maybe sote
of his Doys Werd not mranticing "hot-wiring® cars when the teacher vay mot looking and caused
this oide offect hours latar. That sams Soturdsy svening I boarded a bus in # to 3t.
John's in Minnegota for a few cays bafore going back to the Bahamas, It wes & olespy L100 a.m.
whon tho bus reschod St, John's, but T reated through the morning and then went vielting. Whan
it camo time to got n ticket o return to the Bshamas I discovered T could oava §100. by staying
an oxtra day at St.Jolm's, atill takirg the sars flight, Tho travel agent said it 1 chesper if
you give tho airline 3 or more days of notice.  Toroados wera sn t» area of 8t, John's that
night, but I did not recognise the toronado warning ss it soundéd; so T epot the whole period
right up undor tha roof, on the 5th floor of the menastary. I noticed it wes & bit windy.

as
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Jume, 1685

The timo before Dad's death and since my return from the fuwweral has been rih‘wr busy. )
Holy Week operad with 2 Palm Sunday Services on Sm:th Amdros, both with big jrocossions) and tas
young pocple hod decoreted the inside of ths church &t Littls Cresk #ith hundreds of palm
branches of which there 1s o limitless supply. Monday of Holy ~oek was spent spreading 3 galle-r
of paint 3nnide’ 5. Robert's fhurch at Wigh Rock with the help of one of ‘the parishioners and
a good spack from the Sisters at mid-day, Used a light eream color and got by with only 1 coad
The next day 122 pleces of corrugated steel roofing errived on the mail bont for the neu roof
on St, Certrude's Chirch st “-np's Bay; so I had fo plle these away inside the church until T
woudd find time to paint them with rustolsum before taking off the old rusted roofing md putin,
on this new roofing. Wednesday of tioly Woek wap epent with one of the parisbioners who wis sur
he could tear down my blg 2-cylinder dicsel gemerator to inetall the set of gasgets I had brough
from Nassan the previous weck. Ti Guch wia whuls day for the dirty, ereasy Job, but the climax
to our afforts cama when after a lot of cranking and priming fo restere the fusl lines that had
beon totally drained, wu got &t to start and then ran It for B while to make surs it was golng
to function, and alsc to ses 1f we had really licked tholeaks, And glery tel there was hardly
a drop being splt cut from the rachine. Ono used to pot oil-apattered by just staniing noar she
rachine, 1t leaked so badly. FHoly Thuredsy was a full day, for in tho morning I was invited
to tha high schocl for the Easter program for the junior and serior high studunts and fagulty.
This was historie, for mover in their history had thoy invived o Catholic priest to plve the
pain words for thés annual convecation. T pleased thy students a lot by spesking very briefly,
but leaving them with a good, eesy to remember thought; for they were eager to gct on with
their Easter break. The principal s:id he wamte to get ms back arotler time %o firioh epedking,
for they hed expected a long, drewnwout; repetitious, Byptist-1ike preaching; and none of them
even hud a chance to doge off, Holy Thursday afterncon I ate the Jewlsh Seder meal with the
sisters, which is roally the setting of the Lant Supper of our Loxd, which we would commamcrate
that night in tho evening Maze at Little Crock. PFridsy morning I took the boat to Mangrove Cay
4o have the noon Good Friday Service with the poople on that island., This lasted nenrly 3 tou:
and the church was filled ns usual. Holy Saturday I returned by boat to South andros for the
evening Vigll service schsduled for Little Creok, including the Baptism and Confirmstion of a
young man whom I had been instructing for several years. Then Easter merning T offered a §:0i
Mags at High Rock, thon I herried to the airport wbere good Mr, Hemmstreot was walting to fly 5
to Mangrove Cay for tho big Easver Mass 4o bhe celebrated there about 11:00, And there was reul.;
a erowd of poople, including mere white peoplo than I had ever seen in that church. The Hetwn-
streets invited me to dimner with them, which was very mice. Easter Honday is a national holi..
in the Bahamas, and the parishionars cn Mangrove Cay had decided to have a big coclt-out on that
day to rulze mohey for the star-irs ir Africa. So by 6100 a.m. I hadto be on the road to pick :.
the women uEth their big pots and pans to begiv their cooking of the chlcken & ham, peas & rieca,
and conch fritters on open {ires in tho fyont yard of the church wharo the cook-out w-a held.
The weather was Just grand and thosplrit of the crowd war very festive; = by the time the last
plecs of chicken waa #old snd drinke drunk and kid's prizes won at tho hoopla teble they had
cleared just over {600:00. Labes e vios 230 dollais wwld ua added to thie figure; so I was ab.
to take to the bishop §700.00 for the starving of Africa from these poor brot“sr and sisters.

The wesk-gnd I returned from Dad?s fureral T had Sunday Mavses cn Seuth Andros, then took thz
bo: t to Mangreve Cay Sunday evening, for I had arranged with Fr. Gerry on North Andros to fly
up there Monday morning with Mr, Hemustreet who was leaving that woming to fly bock to the
States for the summer; and he could conveniently drop me off at Fresh Creek on North andros.
Actually he was.grounded a while on North Andros aryway, as well as other planes Kassau~bound, i
the weather was bhad in Nsssau end they were no% landing any planes for an bour or mere, So af':
soeling Nro. Homm=trest off I set to work on the big project of renewing tho roaf of the old chuw.
at Behring Point at the sonth end of North Andros. Thie {8 a histerile church, for it woe the vei.
first Catholic church built In the ‘Andros islands and bacame the motber church for the 6 nthe:
churches on North Andros, tha 3 churches on Mangrove Cay and the 3 churches on South Andros. T
church bulldirg ic about LO feol long amd about 18 [est wide with a very aisep woof, dsngerousls
steap reofl 01d Fr. fabriel who had designed rrnd built it in the eerly 20's was thinking of &
churches he know as a chdld in Germany where the roofs have to be stesp tnough to ghod the snos
Parhicps nobedy told hin vhat Andros hag never, mever experlonced a flake of snow, and the roof
noed not have buen 30 steep, Termites had imyested it tacly and evon had a big cone of a nost
at the top of the roof, oo there wore plenty of rotten boabds to roplaco. Alsowe first had %
romove 3 massive stosl cables that straddlied the roof. Apparently Fr. Cabriel had put them or
aftor the devastating hurricans of 1929 which had torn off his original roof, in i sffort tn
keop eny future roof from flylng away in a hurrleane, It was a good cable and had 68411 not
rusted through as most iron does in this climate. It was rough, hot work, wihh no appreciable
Dokpers the Cirst 3 dayn; so thinge went slodly. Finally Fr. Gerry got a Heitdan srd snother
young lecal mon: to lolp, and things went mmoothly; but we could not finish the Job by Saturdsy
noon when I had to call a halt to kave Bro, Barry come and fly ma back to Mangrova Cay far the
Sun'ay work. I wao not fun belng up fo high when the lightning began to flaeh; eo we prudontl;
wont bolow and sat out the several sterms that Lnterrupted our work.
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St Benedicts Charch

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
Ngvomber 11, 1586

Dear Father Abbot,

Tt was & delight to receive your letter of October 29th upon my return to Mangre-e
Cay from a 3.day worikshop in Nassau on Euvangelization in the Bahamian culture. The
meeting was well attended by the clergy and Sisters working in the dioceso, evan
thourh tha clergy had a 2-day workshop Jjust two weeks previously on the theme of
Onurch, Iike yoursalf, Bishop Bubke im vemy concerned sbout tho grouth and upbuilding
of those working in the Bahamas. Thia was the first real uss of the new diocessn
pastoral centre located on the St, Augubbine's campus., Ib is difficult to realize
that he calsbrated the Sth anniversary of his apiscopdl erdination in October,

T am happy that Bro. Damlan enjoyed sis brief stay in the Bahmaa, and especlally
on Andros, I was more than hapgy to provide Him with 2 bad for the brief Irurs he
spent here. I wish 1%t could haw been much longer. Again I repeat the imvitation
to yourself and Fr. John ani the other vislitator to came out %o Andros when you
oane to the Bahamas this winter. T Jmow you have already vieited San Salvader and
Andros, so I supposs it really is Fr. Brendan's %urn to hoat you on Grand Bahmma,
and T am sure he wonld love to have you; 0 you Will just hava to decide for yourself
31 you have any spare Sime with the visltation. The diesel Rabbit which Bro, Damlan
brought to the boat in Mami iw working 1ike a charm on South Androa; md I seamm to
be getting the same wonderful mileage that it soored cn 3o highly in Mynnesdta. I
think T have put in only about 10 or 15 gallons of diesel, and already I have traveled
about 800 mibes with it on South Andros. It runs so well and looks so good that people
here find 1t difficult to belisve that 1t is a vehicle 5 years old with mores than
100,000 miles on 1t, I suppose & lot of the credit for this fine performance is due
to the excsllent care that Bro. Damian tale 3 for this and the other cars of the abbey
flest. Again thavks a million for relsasing it for my use in the Bahanaa.

" During the workahop last wesk word cama frum St. Joan's of the untimely dedth of
Fr. Clement Burna. I was happy to be at his jubiles celsbration last July 1lth at
the abbey. I have lerg held a spoclal esteem for him; guwss we are lkindred spirits
in many ways, and I charished the warm friendshlp he tendered me. May he nos receive
a rich reward for hia labora and a place among Ood's special elech.

You ralsed the question in your lstter about my préferences for gervice in the
Bahamas. Yes, I think that to serws 10 years in an island situation is sufficiently
lmg, and I believe Bishop Burke agrees with me, but I stlll haw about 3 more years
to fulfill such a quota on Asdros. I came out here 1in October 1979; so I hnve just
completed 7 years of service on Mangrove Cay and Scuth Andros, When my tims 1is up,
T world hopa to recelve another ont-fsland assignement; and this should not be
diffioult for the Bishop to maks, for already he has no priest to reslide on Bimini,
on Exuma, on Inagua, and at the end of thils year he will lose the S.M.A. priest
serving the 7 churches on Norih Amdros with no replacement; there 1a only one prilest
for the 7 or 8 churches on long Island, and one ’lao on Abgcoj and Fr, Oeorge Wolf
stills go out eachw eskrand from N,ssau to cars for Harbowr Island and part of North
Elsuthera. ‘he priest on Cat island 1s getting very elderly and may soon have to
retire; so thare are plenty ofPjJob prospects" for me when my time on Mangrove Cay and
Scuth Andros 18 fuifilled. Also tin4 would be the same time that Fr. Herman would be
in for a change from Ban Salvador. But with the quincentennisl of Chaumbus' landlng
coming in 1992, I weuld hope that he can remin on San Salvador through that svsat,
Presently for myself, T would much prefar to remain here on Mangrove Cay and South
Aniros for a oom 4mevmzf yoars.

St ]
NotEphothe ternit®&fioles in tif s atationaryy last night I had to burn 5 fine Books
including Work and Worship, for the termites had eaten sverything bstween ths coverd.

L ~—— (\ Wita fmaternal rajar )
) j . /:'?wk /058
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot
29 October 1986

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.8.3.
Saint Benedict's Church

Mangrove Cay

Andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Brother Damian reports that he enjoyed visiting
with you in Mangrove Cay, Andros. He was delighted
to drive the truck to Miami and prepare it for use
at Saint Augustine's Monastervy. Brother Damian
works steadily in our garage and with our cars; it
was good for him to get away from the abbey for
awhile and to see where some of our confreres work.

Last evening the monasti¢ community discussed the
issue of formation. You might remember <that I
appointed a Task Force on Formation last summer and
‘now ‘the Task Force iz begining to discuss issues
with the whole community. The Task Force including
myself prepared papers on the way in which the
whole community forms recruits., our papars
stimulated an hour's discussion on the subject., We
heard some elogquent statements on the wsy we form
people in this community, on the nature of ocur
goals, on the depth of our spirituality, etc. 1In
the weeks and months ahead the Taskx Force will pose
specific recomrendations to the community for
discussion. We will need to Kpow more ibout the
Jocation of formation as well as the structurz of
the formation programs. In a way our reflection on
the way 1n which candidates are formed in our
community is a self-examination for the whole
community on the way it lives 1its monastia life.

Father John 3nd I together with another wvisitator
will vieit Saint Augustine's Monastery in early
February. We will need tov assess the progrsss of
the community and recommend various ways in which
it will be governed in the future. Do we wish to
continue with the structure of apostolic
administration? Should the monastery  become

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.5.B.
29 October 1986
Page Two

dependent once again? These are some of the issues
we need toc look at,

are you recommending that you be assigned to
another island in the Bahams chain? uast year you
mentioned that you d4id not want to extend your stay
on Andros bevond ten years. Perhaps +this is
something we might wisl: to talk ahout in February.

I wish you the Lord's blessings in vour 1ife and
ministry!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome ‘Theisen, 0.S5:B.

JT/ev

P e =L
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HOLY NAME CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. BOX 622, BIMINI -;- BAHAMAS  Phoae (809) 347- 2239

Novemter 12, 1907

Dear Father Abbot,

Thanks for your letier of Wovember 34 which arrived yesherday. Il wus a
cler reminder ho me that T had not written %o you in a long vime. “hen I was
ab the abbey last June T had no idda that Bishop Burke had in mind to assign me
tc 2 giffersnt psstuve in the Bahamas. Fr. Ceorge Wolf had teen atiendi ng Bimini
on wesk-ends from Wasseu; and he certaindy 33d excellent pastoral wrrk for hhe
waople. Put with the vlzn of Lho bislop to a’low the vecple Lo o ahead with the
building of 3 néw church on the island, the bishop Shoupght it best to assign a
residont vastor, to oversee bhe construction work, to be on hand for the Benegictine
Sisbers (2) mho staff the Holy Name parnchial srhocu, aid also 1t try te help kzal
some of the divisions witlin th parish commud by. ind thinking T could possitily
£ill this job description, he as.bn.;;nad Re S0 Bimini at ‘he end of Septemner.

Looking through the Daptismol negleter nire T £ind the names of almost all of
the priests of St. Jdohn's who have served ‘n the Bahzmas in the last 50 ywars, fer
the Chureh came bc Zimini only about 1940, and i+ was Fr. Alban Fruth who built
the euaint chapel that served " he Catholic community here since 19L6. Ancd almost
as many other clergy served the Thurch here as Bened’c¢tines. HMost of the pastorafes
have been rather brief ones; and t15 ¢an glve wou 2. 1dea of the interpal mnreliem.

"hanks for “he weres abut ¥r. Brendan. I am often askod about him by the
fisters heve and scre of “the lay vecple who kaew him frow Grand Eahama. There is
mere association between 3imini and Grand Bchama *han between Bimind and Wasszau.

Grand Baha:a and Biminl are the closest ho the States, and thus their orientation

is much mere to the west than to Nassau in the east. It is sad to learn the prognosis
of Father's conditisn, but T am £l=d thr* yceu hope he will be strong ennugh to mske
anpther visih %¢ the Nahamas after the chemotherapy ty atment . And Tasgree hiat

Fr. ¥ichael Naughhon is an excelle nt cholre as Liis traveling companion.

Tha ks also Tor the guod word that yeu intend to come Yo the Baliame abeut the
middle of Jemuary. I will -ertainly make it a peint te g % to Hassau durlng your
You onld be welecome te visit oo Dimini =ither coming or colng from A,
hut the Chalk's ;llph» are noisy. slow a5 rather expensive., Also il necessi’ates
a cien~e of alrports in Rami, T'm 72ad you ars plamist 4o ctay » week this year,
for it should givw gru a chﬂ.nce to relax and also rossibly visit some of ‘he izl-rds,

vigit,

The wark on the new cmurch here is proceeding very slowly. Work began Catober
“th to romove She old churcli, and 211 we havs to show for & weeks of “ork is a big
hole in the pround ard pile of 500 bazs o cemant voder camvas. wWith a 1little h t
c¢f luck we mighl zel reinforcing steel nes’ wask cub of Florida and then somwsti
cain tegin So happen. Bt T de noth Intend No lose any vf my precious few remsi:
halr by frething ovar it.

Tours in St. nenuo:.ct

A L'\/‘.//"zfl/// J'J/’
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

3 November 1987

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Holy Name Church

Bailey Town, Bimini

Bahamas Islands

Dear Father Richard:

You might have heard by this time that Father
Brendan Forsyth has develcped cancer of the throat
and of the lungs. The chemotherapy arrested the
cancer in his throat but some has migrated to his
lungs and this matter is very seriocus. At the
present time he is undergoina a series of chemo-
therapy to arrest the cancer in his lungs, but the
prognasls is poor. After his series of chemo-~
therapy has been completed, he will travel to the

Bahamas to go through his personal items and to

take leave of hils many friends. I hope that he
will have the strength.to make this last trip to
the Bahamas. Father Michael Naughton will

accompany him since Father Michael Xknows the
Bahamas well and will probably himself want to say
hello to many friends. .

I wlll travel to the monastery in Nassau during the
week of January 18; I hope to stay for a week this

time.

I continue to talk tc monks about working in the
Bahamas for a year or two or three. I have been
successful in a few cases but I still have to find
others to replace those who will come back next
year. Recently I asked Abbot John Eidenschink to
request a three-year extension of my aposiolate
administratorship of the monastery.

Ssaint Mark's Monastery in Kentucky will probably

have to close within the year. The monks of the
monastery will select other monasteries in which
they can continue their monastic life. Three of

the monks will come t¢ Saint John's in February or

Phone 61z 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0,S.B.
3 November 1387
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March. I am not sure whether you ever worked at
the monastery in Kentucy, but those who have feel
sorry about our having to leave this project which
Abbot Alcuin began in the late 1940's.

This evening the monastic Chapter will discuss the
feasibility of constructing a girl's dormitory omn
the prep school campus. Brother Linus Ascheman,
headmaster of the school; merely wants to find out
whether the monastic community is generally favor-
able to this proposal. He does not have a schedule
in mind or even a consideration of finances at this

time. He would like to serve the few dozen girls
whe apply to the scheool and would like to live on
campus. The prep school is down in enrcllment and

this would be one way to increase its student body.
I wish you well in your ministry!

Blessings anhd peace in the Lordl

Fraternal.iy vours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0O.S.B.

JT/ev
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HOLY NAME CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.0, BCX 622, BIMINI -:- BAHAMAS  Phone (809} 347- 2239
November 3, 1586

Dear Father Abbot,

How nies of you to write me a létter withsut my prompting 14 by requests or
questione! T belleve this is part of your policy of fulfilling the role of abbot
for the community, and I commend you for such a good poliecy. It was good to
read your comments from the recen% abbot's mesting in Roma. It muet have bean a
apecial meeting with this year ocommemorating the 10Oth anniversary of the present
Sant' Anselmo. Yes, T too retain fond memorles of my three years spend in rhiloso-
phical studies there just after the nevitiata, 1946-L9, I was sorry to lsarn from
your letter that they no longer offer the philesophtcal program towsrds the licen-
tiate and dacterzl degree, I did not know it had bsen drouped, bubt I cen under-
stand why in the light of the world-wide lack of interest in philesophical studles.
However ¥ do not consider such a world-wide lack of lnterest to be a commendable
thing. Maybe I am showing my age when I look back and recall how thoroughly I
enjoyed toaching the philoscphy courses ‘I had at 8t. John's and how valuable I
considered the St. John's philosophy requirsments in the 50's, 60's and early 70's.
But we ars living in a different time now, and perhaps in the future there will
again be 2 return to the solid foundatioen which a gooed philosophical program can

offer. .
* Tt also surprised me to read in your letter that the spacicus garden area at the
Colegio are no longsr ke up and that even the old iron door opening to the Via
Marmcratta is no Jonger in use, Students in my time found it mest handy, as espe-
clally people like Fr. Virgil can assure you., I do nobt know how he maiaged it, but
he had cne of the precious keys to that door.

Yos, T am looking forward to your visit to St. Augustine's this winter, for
Just whet my role ie intended to be at St. lugustine's is not clear Yo me. Just
two weoks ago when I was In Nassau the blshop called me to his office to fmguire
whether it was really true that I would no longer te available for a pastoral assign-
mant after June, 1989. T arain explained to him what I understand Iz the inimntion
of you and Father Prior, th:t you consider it important to have a more prominent
image in the monastery to hopefully attract the interest of vocations to the commnlty.
He says he appreclates tkls purpose, but atill wonders if it is the right move. He
again referred to the changs a few years ago of ¥r. Stephen Beauclaire irom his pastoral
work at St. Francls XYavier's where he was dolng most commandable mervica to his
appointment to St. Aucustine's in the formation program whiich seemdd to dis-hearten
him frem continued work in the Bahamas. Anyway he woul: lilke to speak with the Prior
again about the merit ef such a change in my own regard.

My own opinmion is th ¢ T am willing to serve in any way that I am teeded and which
mv superiors coneider most opportune. I thoroughly enjoy the pastoral ministry,
especlally in the family island ministry, but I also enjoy the commumdty life I
axperience at St, Augustine’s whenever I come to Nassau. Avparently the biship 1s
facing the problem of losing the Josephlne priests who have serve on Long Island
tha last 15 or more yesrs, and now also my presence on Bimini, Actually T am not
sad tc leave Biminijy I find 1t a very fractured parish community and I just do not

know who has the ability to heal the rifts.
with fraternai regards,

B 7%V 15
A NI 657
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

1B October 19B8

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.5.B.
Holy Name Church

Bailey Town, Bimini

Bahama Islands

Dear Father Richard:

I wonder whether this is the time when you complete
your church in Bimini. I seem to recall that you
wanted to complete the work by the middle of
October. You are schedulzd, of course, to remain
the rest of the year, or so I understand.

I enjoyed the Congress in Abbots that I attended in
September. It brought back memories of my student
days at Sant' Anselmo. I. was particularly
depressed by the site of the garden back of the
college; apparently the officials of the college do
not have ehough money to keep the gardens up as
they used to be malntained in the past. Also, one
cannot any longer use the steps and the door to the
Via Marmmarta. It was always very handy in our day
to descend the hundred steps or more and catch the
streetcar. You studied philosophy at Sant!
anselmo. You should know that they no longer offer
the doctoral or licentiate program, though the
rector was seeking ways to reinstate these
programs. Not many students are studying
philosophy these days, not even Benedictine
students from around the world.

Our entrance plaza is nearly complete though the
electricians are still hooking up =ome lights.
Also, the architect keeps changing minor details.
The sunken area around the two silver maples were
filled with gravel, but now the plan 1s to place
sod in this area. It probably will add to the
warmth of this plaza between the Great Hall and the

church.

I have not as vet set up my schedule for a trip to
Saint Augustine's Monastery in January. I need to
avoid the Pastoral Workshop here at Saint John's

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S5.B.
18 Octcocber 1988

Page Two

and the beginning of the second semester. Next
semester I will teach a course on The Rule of
Benedict for graduate students. I hepe to talk

with you at that time about your work at Saint
Augustine's Monastery. At that time, too, Father
Daniel Durken should be at Saint Augustine's and I
am sure he will add much to the 1life of the

monastery.

I hope you are still enjoying your life on the
family islands. Thank you for your good service in

this regard!
I wish you blessings and peace in the Lord!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 5é321

Office of the Abbot

21 November 1989

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint Augustine‘’s Monastery

Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

pear Father Richard:

Today the five bells arrive on campus by flat bed
truck. They will be displayeé cn thz church mall
until November 28 and then will bz blessed with a
golemnl ceremony and prayerx- We hoove to have the
bells installed in the bell tower by Christmas Eve
so that their first official use will be on
Christmas Eve for the solemn vespers and widnight
nass. We have a campaign underway to pay for the
bells and we hope that it will be especially
successful when people hear the bells and realize
their place in our life and liturgy. You remember
the bells from the ¢ld church, I am sure. As
novices we used to ring them by hand and you as
socius assigned Father Thomas Thole or someone else
to gather five people together to ring the bells,
It was always a pleasure to do so!

Father Joseph Charron, a religious from the Society
of the Preclous Bloocd and a moral professor in
Saint John's Seminary, has been chosen to become an
auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul/
Minneapolis. Father charron has taught with us for
a numver of years, both in the 1970s and in the
198B0s. He also served a six-year term as
provincial of his province. The archdincese is
receiving an excellent man and we are bappy for his
appointment even as we are sad about his leaving
campus. The ordination ceremony is set for 25
January 189%0.

I am scheduled to arrive in Nassavu on WNonday,
January 29, and I will remain until February 8., I
will have plenty of time to speak with each one of
yeu and the community as a whole. Father Gordon
indicates tha? Saint Augustine's generally wants to
centinue in existence and wants to Dbecone a

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
21 November 1989
rPage Two

-

dependency on Saint John's Abbey. I will want to
verify this when I am there.

Brother Louis Blenkner who has been working in AIDS
ministry for the last few years suffered a major
heart attack nearly three weeks ago and is
presently recuperating in the University eof
Minnesota Hospital. He still cannot converse with
anyone and cannot swallow, He has made some
progress, however, and this gives us hope that he
will continue to recover. I suspect he will neveyr
be able to return to his work in the AIDS ministry.
Right now I cannot find a replacement for him in

the abbey.

I wish vou the Lord's blessings and peacef

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3340
NASSAU, BAHAMAS

TELEPHONE 009-324-1511
n

Docember 18, 1979
Dear Abbot Jerome,

Thanks very much for the personal concern you show tc all of us by
writing individual letters to at least most of us. From my own experience
of writing to so many people, even with duplicated letters, I know it is
not easy to write to so many differenc people and still have a personal
word to give to them., Thanks. Sut tharks also that you 5411l plan %o come
dryn to St, Augutine's towards the end of Jamwary for a good evaluating
visit, That should prove helpful for you to krow what to recommend next

aunmer to the St. John's Chapier.

Wow, what an honor to St. John's %hat Fr. Charron has been picked to
serve the Church as an auxiliary bishop ixn the Twin Cities. I nevsr got
to know him perscnally in my brisf summer visits from the Bahamas, but I have
heard a bit about him from others who cams to kmow him pretty well, and alil
that I have heard about him has been most laudatery. The loss to St. John's
is certainly a gain for the universal Church, But it seems to me tmat ihis
has been the pattern of St, John’s, to share their talent breader than jus
the (‘olleg;eville acerage. And I firmly believe that this generous sharing
has brought God's blessings on the community. Men will never outdo God in

generosity.

With the arrival of the new bells T am wondering whether they will have
tcnes close to the ones that the old bells sounded. T always thought the
old bells had a very beautiful tone. This I found most clearly experienced
on a shivaring cold winter morning when the tones sesmed to carry so far
over the frozen snow. I can even recall hearing ths church bells of Avon
and St. Joseph on such frigid mornings.

You were recalling the novitiate joy you experdsnced with the other
novices at the festive ringing of the o0ld bells. I reedll that experience
too, in the company of ¥r. Arnold Weber, Landelin Hobling, +Eugens Heinen,
Barnatas Laubach, even Jeremy Mumphy and Kilian McDonnell sometimes. It is
kinda a shame that the novices today canmot enjcy that firsthand experience
of pulling on thuse massive ropes and get carrled some feet off the fleor
when you would get the bighest bell swinging and would hang on too long.

T wonder sometimes whethsr novitiates today offer opportunities for such
laating, happy experisnces and memories. I hope so0.

My own health conditfon is not as good as T expscted it o be by Christ-
mas, A& cane is still my almost constant companion. Mark Woods, the therapist
from St. John's is dus to arrive here in a few days, and I cerielaly hope to
share some of his time to learn what I am perhaps doing poorly or what 1 need
to stress more, I put iu more than an hour of therapy exercises oach day,
including lhe equivalent of 10 sirenvous miles on a stationary bicycle in a
half hour. But T am atill able to get in and out of a plane in goed enough
fashion to serve occasional Sundag on island assignments. Without a doubt,
my heart is still in the islands.

Fraterndl 1y for a happy Shristmas,

b RhS 058
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Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
August 3, 1989

If you have anything to do with the
address list ofthe monks away fro;m the
abbey, you can change mine from BIMINI
to: St. Augustine*s Monastery

Box N-3940
Nassau

also the telephone numberthere is:
809 254 1511 :

Thanksg 5 ;
B R

Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0SB
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ADDRESSES OF CLOSEST RELATIVES

Name of Monk: Pr, Richard Eckroth

pate: dugust 2. 1989

w
1) Name: _____

Spouse:

How Related: __ o

Address:

, 2ip Code: . . -

City and State: o

Telephone Numbers: Eome ___ N e
work __ /
2}) 'Name: — =
Spouse:
How Related: _
Address: _ . . _
City and State: Py , Z1p Code: o
Telephone Numbers: Home / .
Vork i
3) Name: g
Spouse:
How Related: =
Address:i -
City a2nd State: , Zip Code: __
Telephone Number: L / .
4) Name: ____
Snouse:
How Relateds _ _
Address: _ -
City and State: ) - , 21p Coce: —
Telephone Number: /

L]
* To be notified FIRST in case of death or serious illness.

(OVER, FPLEASE)
B AP RLIE LY
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3)

§)

7)

8)

. e

Plzage list,

9) 1

Name :

Spouse:

How Related: __

Address:

City and State: __ — — .+ 2ip Code:
Telephone Number: i _

Name:

Spouse: R

How Related:

Address: ___

’

City and State: _ =
Telephone Number: 7

Name: __

21lp Code: __ _

Spouse:

How Related:

hddress: e e

City and States

'

Telephone Mumber: )

Name:

2ip Code: __

Spouse: _

How Related:

Address: -

City and Btate: _ i

Telephone Wumbar: /

—— e

2ip Code:

Nane: | P SR
Spouse:

Address: s

City and State: S » Zip Code:
Telephone Nunbei: /
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SAINT AUGUSTINES MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3540
NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE 809-324-151)

November 13, 1990
Dear Apbot Jerome,

Your letter a fow days ago came nas a happy surprise, for I did not expect
sou take time from your busy schedule to write to me when there was nothing
pressing. DBut I like your modus agendi of taking time through the year toc
write a letter to peonle like myself who ars gone most of the year frcm the
abbey. Thanks for showing such a fatherly and fratlernzl scliclinde.

Yes, I agree with you that it will be good for Bishop Burke to speak with
youand Prior Theophile and any others about the campaign fund and the whole
cuastion of exempt religious in 1lipht of the new code of canon law. Really
1 am surprise¢ at his problem, fer he must bave worked from the other side of
the coin when he was a lesder in the Jesvit community in Jamaica, though that
was with a Jeswit archbishop in the person of Carter; who probably deslt' with
such matters in a fraternal and understanding manner. I have been wondering
tgo if it might not be good for Bishop Burke to visit and speak also with
Hishop lerome Hanus in 8t. Cloud, for he %co has [unctioned from both sides
of the issue, and in the new mode of tae new canon law. Oh well, my prayers
are with all of you in ycur discussions, and T deo expect good to issue from it.

T irvony of the scens of Fishop Burke recently meking a stand in the Zoman
Synod for a married clergy, at lsast in the Caribbean, is t@ t he hac not yet
returned frem the Homen Synod when Monsignor Moss had to phone him to inform
him that one of his most recently ordained priests was. léaving “the prissthood.
Fr. Gilbert Cloment Kemp from the island of BEleuthera has been a-leader in the
charismatic movemsnt in the Balamas and a very gifted preacher anc prayer leader
and now wants out. I do wot know tie ins and outs of his decision, but the
Bishop has sent out a lat’er Lc be reed in all the churches officially informing
the Catholic cormunity of Fr. Kemp's decisinn and the bishop's thanks for the
good he has drne in these 3 years of active ministry. T hope and pray tiris is not
the begiming of zn exodus like the one which occurred in the lale 60's and

early 70's,

There should be ouite a celebration in mid February for the centenary of the
coming of the Banedictines tec the Bahamas for the 100 years of continuous ministry
to the Church ir this part of the world. It seems to me that everyone who 1s
aware of the Benedictine foundation of the Church in the Bahanas Is trily grateful.
I am on the Centenniel commitites preparing for the celebration, and T cansay that

the celebration should prove to he a very nice one.

¥y hip seems to be in good enough shape and T am able to function guite well
without the use of a cane or any other walkirg asslstance. T do take a couple
cf 800mg pills of Tbwprofen each day when T do not forget. And when I do forget
T can feel the difference by the end of the day. I think ther are mostlw anti-
pain pills, but [ thirk they also help safeguard against infections from bruises
or injuries; so IZl:ok upnn them as a necessary evil.

When you are here in February I hope you will consider allowing me to work
more actively ir the islards, like I did for about 10 of my happiest years heee
in the Bahamas. My heart 3s truly in the lsland ministry than hers in Nassau;

they are like two different worlds.
Yours in Christ and St. Benedict,

o Rkl g5A
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

2 November 1990

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint Augustine's Monastery

Post Office Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

You might know that Bishop Lawrence Burke is
scheduled to come to Saint John's to explain why he
is opposed to the capital campaign of Saint
Augustine's Monastery and College. He wrote me
before he left for Rome that he would like to come
to Saint John's to give his side of the story. 1
wrote to say that I would happily welcome him &t
Saint John's. This would alsoc give me an
aopportunity to explain why we did not ask for
permission initially. It did not occur to us that
there would be a problem since bishops do not get
involved in our fund raising activities im this

ared.

Bishop Burke made some startling statements at the
synod in Rome, or so the press reported. It seems
that he is advocating a2 married clergy for his part
of the world. I wonder how the Roman officials
looked at his speech. Apparently it d4id not change
the direction of the synod nor did it alter the
final report. 1 am loecking forward to a
conversation with him about this matter.

You have heard that Father Hilary will step aside
as president of Saint John's University next
swnmer. Earlier this week 1 met with the Search
committee for the first time. This committee of
eleven members is soliciting nominations to the
office and it will be its task to interview
candidates and to provide me with a name by the
middle of January. Our statutes indicate that I as
chancellor can nominate to the Board of Regents for
a vote. I have asked the Search Committee tc look
within saint John's Abbey for a candidate because I
believe we have serious and viable candidates with-

in the monastery.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
2 November 1990
Page Two

I am looking forward to my visit to the Bahamas in
February. I want to be there for the centenary
celebration of the coming of Benedictines to the
Bahama Islands. Right now I am planning to be
present at Saint Augustine's Monastery from
February 15 to 25, 1951.

I hope that your hip is not giving you any trouble.
It took a great deal of time to heal and this
caused you much worry and consternation. I am
happy that you were able to get relief this past
spring and summer. You are not one to sit around
and watch other people work at the monastery! I am
happy that you are in a position to assist with the
chores around the house once again.

T wish you the Lord's blessings and peace in your
life and ministry!
Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, O.5.B.

JT/ev
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SAINT AUGUSTINE’'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3940

NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE 809-324:1511 March 26, 1990

Dear Father Atbot,

Thanks for the address of Dr. Kirk Lambh which you sent in the .ettar sent down
with Fabher Prior from the meeting of the abbots at 8t. Bernard's Abbey. I wrote
immediately %o Dr. Lamb, but only today received his letter. He is willing tc meet
with me and crunsel me in whatever way he can. I haw also written to Dr. Dwight
Jaeger who did the hip replacement for me last July to arrange for a meeting with
n5m when I come up to see Dr, Lamb. Horefully he can tell me what T aw doing
wrong or have done wrong that I still depend upon a cane 60 mach. I ga e all this
informaticn to Father Frior here and since Dr. Lamb has me scheduled for an appoint-
ment on April 27th, I intend %o come up to the abbay on April 25th. T will wrile
goon %o Father Magms, who is the acting guestmaster I believe, to see if he can
find a room for rme to uss during this visit. I told Father Prior here that I did
not know how long I world have to be with thesae docters in St. Cloud, so my trip
to the abbev will be open-ended. I% will be nice to experience budding spring in

Minnesota again after an abgence of 13 wvears,
Fraternally :
A ) A
P (R 0l
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Ahbat

12 Februaxry 1990

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint Augustine’s Monastery

Post Office Box N~3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

As I menticned to you last week, I would recommend
your spending a few sessions with Dr. Rirk Lamb to
talk about your career and your work expectations
for <the future. Dr. Lamb's address 1is the
following: 600 South 25th Avenue, Suite 211; Saint
Cloud, Minnesota 56301. His telephone number is
612 / 252 - 2976.

I was sorry ta discover that your recovery f£from
your hip replacement was slower than expected.
Apparently you are finding it hard tc accept the
slow pace of recovery. You are used to hard work
and I suspect you have not been seriously ill ' in
your life. Perhaps you need patience and realize
that ~ you will gain your strength only gradually
over a longer period of time.

It 1s surely my hope that you can remain at Saint
Augustine's Mconastery 1f Saint John's Abbey accepts
saint Augustlne's as a dependent monastery. Your
presence is very important at the monastery since
you are of good disposition, relate to all people,
and can do any manner of werk. Perhaps you might
wish to get more involved in parochial work but I
hope that you could always do this by working out

of the monastery.
Thank you for taking me to the airport on my
departure from Nassau! It was a good flight back

to Minnesota; all planes were on time and the
weather was favorable.

I wish you well in your life and work and I will
see you next summer!

Fraternally yours,
Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.8B.

Phone $12 363-2544
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DATE: January 8, 1990

NAME __ William Richard Anthony BCKROH
{Baptismal) (Religious Where Differeat) {Middie) (Last)
BIRTH: Mandan, Morton, North Dakota June 21 1986
(City) (County) (State} (Moath) (Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT; BL: Fichard Whiving NAMEDAY: Besenber 1.
TKIENNIAL VOWS: S5t. John's Abbey July 11, 1%h46 Abbot Aleuin Deutsch
(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)

FINAL YOWS/OBLIGATION: Sarnen, Switzerla.d July 11, 1949 Abbot Primate Bernard Kaelin

{Place) {Date} {Before Whom?
ORDINATION: St. John's Abbey Church June 7, 1952 Bishop Peter W. Bartholome
{Piace) (Date) (Bishop)
FATHER'S FULL NAME: _ |
FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE:
| FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:
FATHER'S RELIGION; .__Roman CGatholic DATE OF BIRTH: . P

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: _ Ancesged
(When You Entered Monastery) (New»

FATHER'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE:

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME: e —

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: —
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MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

MOTHER'S RELIGION: __Roman Catholic DATE OF BIRTH: _ .

HIGEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION: - : : = T

MOTHER'S OCCUPATION: . . .. deceased
{When You Entered Manastery) (Now}

MOTHER'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE:

YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY: __entered from St. Johnls Prep apd Universdty

EDUCATION SCHOOL, FROM _TO MAIOR DEGKEE ___ DAIE

ELEMENTARY: St. Joseph's School, Mandan, 1932-L0 o

SECONDARY: 8t, John's Prep School, Collsgeville, 1940-Lk

UNDERGRADUATE; _St« Jchn's University, Colicgeville 19Ll-hS

-PRIESTHOOD STUDIES: 8%, John's University l9hh.-l|,5, Collegio de Sanbt Anselmo, Rome 19!J6-h9,

8%, John's Seminary, Collegeville, 1349-53

GRADUATE: __Collegio de Sant Anselmo,Rome 19h6-L9 bachelor of Philosopny & Licentiate In

Philosophy

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER: _Some_swmmer worksheps at Marguette University and Cathelie University in Washington
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LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF

1. 8.

2 2

3. 10.

e 21

2. ) 12

. 3. 1

iz - . e

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SILEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN ANY OTHER
ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE

PERMANENTLY RECORDED.

I believe that I have fiilled out such a form a few years ago, which should be in the archives

of 8t. John's Abbey or St. Augustine'!s Monastery, Nassan,

DATE OF FORM- 19498
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS YOU HAVE RECIEVED SINCE PROFESSIUN
AND ORDINATION, Give (a) the Zype ur natvre of the work, e.g., assistant pastor or plumber or
math teacher in Prep school, (b) the Jocation, (¢} the durarion, \d) any special aclievements o

items of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1978, or Danlorth grant in 1988.

I have already & few years ago written up suck a summary for tie archives, so will only

write hars of my lime in the Banamas.

Tt was in Japuary 1977 that I arrived in the Behamas, assigned to join Prs, Cornellus,,

Nicholas, Brendan, Herman, Silvan, Remy and Cewrge tc work under the d@irection of Bishop

Hagapiv, Mv igitisl appointment was to joirn Fr. Silvan as his assistant at Holy Family

Church on Robbinson Road in Nsgsau. There wes no rectory =t Holy Family then, so I commuted

ck end f St. Augustine’s Monastery. &b, St. Augustine's I helped a bit with

physical things like moving the stone altar in the chapel to its present location down

‘_tha_ﬂgpa_m_thn old sanctuary level o a locaticn closer to the congregation and on a

level with the erngregation, and T also built a lecturam stand and b tall candle stands from
= a i : 1 zover bt 12 of pastor oi Holy Family
Chureh until the autumn of 1579 when Bishop Hagarty assighed me to take csre of the 3

) Gay iy Thi ~ossitated mpch hoat travael

between the 2 islands and some rabher herrowing crossings. During the n:=xt 8 years I put

—naw roofs on the churches a% Idttle Creel, Kemp's Bay, ard High Rock, as well as on the

old church at Behring Point on North Andros wherc Fr. Gabriel used to live. I gl so palinted

211 of tha churches on South Andros as well as Holv Apeds and §%. Benediet's on Mangrove

Cay at least once. 1In Beptember 1987 Bishop Burke zssigned ae 1o Biminl to oversea the

constroation of the new Holy Name Church for that island. This waa finished in a year and

a half; and a% that time Abbot Jerome of 5t. Jghn's took me ott of parochial ministry to

ipin the community of St. Supustine's lon.stery in Nassau. In the surmer of 1989 T

received a %otal hip replacement in St, Cloud Minnesola.
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LAWRENCE ALOYSIUS
By the Mercy of God and Favour of the Apoatolic See
Bishop of Nassau

OFFICIAL LETTER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Very Reverend Mel Taylor, 0.S.B., Prior of the
Order of St, Benedict, Nassau, Bahamag,I hereby appoint

Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.8.B., as pastor of Saint John Chrysostom
Church, Freeh Creek, Andros, Bahamas, and the missions attached thereto.
This appointment will be effective as of September 24,1991 and will
remain in effect until further nctice, From the date of the appointment
you are to asgume all the duties of a pastor, according to the Law of the
Churech. R : :

Before assuming your duties you are to make the Profesaion of Faith, as
required by Canon 833, Par. 6.

Given at Nassau from our Chancery
the 24th day of September, 1991,

T A & B, 5.9.; W 5«4;«

Bishop of Nassau Chancellor
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September 24, 1991

The Parish Council and Parishioners
8t. John Chrysostom Church

Fresh Creek, Andros

Bahawas

Dear Brothers aund Sisters 1in Christ:

I am happy to announce the appointment of Reverend Father Richard Eckroth,
0,8,B., ag pastor of your parish and its missions. Father Eckroth
replaces Father Edward Howard, S.J., who has served your communities with
great love and generosity for the past four years. This change 13 being
made because Father Howard has requested a change of assjgnment. I know
many. of you will miss him and I would like to thank him sincerely for his

dedicated ministry among you.

I am grateful to Father Richard for his willingness to work among you and
to be a member of the pastoral team, along with Sister Mary Miller, R.S.M.
1 should also take thils opportunity to thank Sister Mary and the Sisters
of Mercy for their loving presence and ministry within your communities,
I ask you to give Father Richard and the entire pastoral team your full
support so that the Gospel in its fullness may continue to be proclaimed
and that God's People, nourished by the Word and the Eucharist, may com-
tinue to grow together in love with one mind and one heart through the
power of the Holy Spirit. I pray that you may continue to be generous in
your service to one another and in your giving. Pleage continue to pray
for the needs of our entire diocese and for myself, your Bishop. You are

constantly in my prayers.

Sincerely im Our Lord, .

+ Dt & /-M,J.g,,

+ Lawrence A, Burke, 5.J.
Bishop of Nassau

LaB/plm
cc Rev. Richard Eckroth, 0.§.B,
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‘Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

QOffice of the Abbot

3 December 1991

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
3aint John Chrysostom Church
Fresh Creek, North Andros, Bahamas

Dear Fathet Richard:

You have returned to paradise on Andros Island! I
am sure you enjoy your pasteral ministry on this
family island since you seem to be energized by
caring for the people of these islands who are rich
in natural scenery but poor in manufactured things.
I can imagine your days are filled with work for
the parish and for the many people who come for
advice.

Father Germain and Father Landelin decided to have
heart operations about the same time! Now both of
them arec living in the health center and doing
magnificently. ‘They come to divine office and to
table regularly. I suspect they are enjoying the
respite from parochial ministry; both of them will
go back to parish work after spending a few more
weeks in recuperation.

On one of the warm days in the middle of November
we broke ground for the construction of a new
dermitory in Flynntown. This dormitory is being
built in apartment style since many undergraduates,
especially the upperclassmen, want to live in
apartments rather than in single rooms of the
traditional dormitory. We have too many of our
students living off campus and we want to bring
them back with the proper housing.

We miss Father Fintan's presence in many ways but
especially in his care of firewood and the fire-
place. He chopped wood and stored it up for our
Fireplaces; then he brought the wood into the
building and tended the fire. Mahy of us comment
that ne one has really taken his place. He used to
sit by the fireside and do his lectio at the same
time that he tended the fire. I suppose the
spiritual writers would not agree with this method
but it seemed to work well with him.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
3 December 1991
Page Two

when I was at Minsterschwarzach in Germany I visted
my history professor, Father Kassius Hallinger, who
was in their infirmary. I am not sure whether ycu
had him as a teacher in Rome or not; perhaps he
only taught in the theology program. He has since
died and we posted the obituary on our bulletin
board. He did fine work in researching the customs

of the Abbey of Cluny.

I expect to visit Saint Augustine‘'s Monastery at
the end of January and the beginning of February.
At that time we can talk about your work and the
progress of the monastexy.

I wish you a blessed Advent and a happy Christmast

Fraternally yours,

Abbot. Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

14 December 1992

Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint John Chuxch

Fresh Creek

Andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Many thanks for your kind letter of congratulations on my
election as abbot of Saint John's. Your support is most
valuable to me and I clearly depend on your prayers for
this present and future work.

My days in the Bahamas thirty years age were a good
beginning for my appreciation for the work that you are
doing. Because I was the chaplain for the prison as well
as teaching in the school, I never got out to the outer
islands. I look forward to my next visit to the Bahamas
and to be able to visit you at Arndros and to seeing some
of the other islands as well.

The blessing has been set for 4:00 in the aftermoon on
Sunday, January 10. We are trying to keep it a simple
affair and we will be hosting many of our workers and our
students on that day. During the community days between
Christmas and Hew Year's we will have our own in house
celebration. The one in January will be a time for
recognizing the wider community around Saint John's.

I hope things are going well wlith you and that your
health is good. Please continue to keep me in your
prayers, as well as the community here. I hope that I
can get to the Bahamas sometime in the coming year. In
the meantime, take good care, and God bless.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Relly, 0.S.B.

TK/kr

Phone 612 363-2544
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At tha time of my most reddnt Pebrucry wislt to Neasau, another priestfrom 8+, John's
Abbey waé also there Toy a working-vielt, This was Fr, Vincemt Tugeder, 0,5.B. Me is the
Archivist at the abbey and had come down to help Fr. Silven at 5t, Augustine’s put better
order into the archives at ths monastery. An archives wilh its =tore of hietorical memora-
btilia in the form of old letters, works of art, phobes, writings ard booke 1s alwaye a
trnasure lode for later historians or people who are jws t curious about things past, I
think-they are also nov beglnning to save copies of these letters I serd to you friends. and
relativeas for yeare from now somepns may stand in need of  laugh and 111 look at sore of
my experissces and get a laugh., Otharwige T have nothing to do with tha archives ai St,
hugusting's. But T have fond merories of Fr. Vincend, for back in 1940 wken I firsu aent to

¢, John's to begin my high school atpdies towarde the priesthood, thie zame Fr, Vinesnt was
the Desn of the high echool unfil he Went away for his doctoral studiee to prepare for his
teaching of history at St. John's University until his rotirement and advancement %o the
archives. Durlng our visit I Found it easy to convince Fr. Vincent that he chould ceme ovar
to Andros uith me for n few daye, because with his background of hirtory ard hic deep know-
160dgo of ths writings in the archivas, he owed 1L to himself to come and sso for himself

juat where the izland missionary work of St. John's beganin the person of Fr. Gabriel Roerig,
0.5.5. 98 yoars sgo, He fourd his visit here and seeing the places for himself vary rewarding
He bad renrd many thousands of words about the work of Fr, Gabriel and the many others who
folltwerd him and had seon many photos in the archives, but seeing it at firsthrnd ywaz vorth
more than a thousand words, 7T took him around to all the churches and places that the priests
uded to visit by boat before thers were any roads on the island., At Mastic Point up north
we looked into apd tvok photos of the ¢ld house there that had been converted into a chwrch
byr the add)tion of a cross at the top of the old roofuhich still had its carved center past
for which people have a specisl name which I cemnct remember, Ewven the old thatched roof
houses used to hawe this centexr post of mahogany; it was almost like a lucky horsa shoe unich
T remember seeing a= a kid over some doorusys in Mendan. At Staniard Oreek we could see
only the walls of the very huge church tha* was built thers about 1933, but burned down sbout
1990, with only the masaive -alls still standing to show where it was, But at Calabash Buy
¥e could see the wall bullt church of 9t, Qabrial wlich we sti1l uge for an evering mass
vanh wesk. He:e at Frash Creek he could appreciste the nice blg church which tias built about
1960. And Y wae able to ge¥ him a pase to go onto the Navy Bese with me whsre he en‘cysd
seeing the huge base and the nice air-conditioned inter-dvpominatlionnl chapel whare T offer
Mabe each Saturday evenlhg. Then after a long drive to the south we camu to the setilement
of Man © War Sound where W6 could see the old clap-board church of St, Joseph vhich is belng
enten by termites. But there sie to few Catholics living there we can easily bus them to
Cargill Creek Tor o lively celcbration. Them after vigiting the church of Christ the Kyng at
Cargill .Craek we wont Lo the crown jewel af the 1sland, Behring Ppint, where all the Church
work on the island tegon with the first mass offered in 189L. This 1» where Fr. Gabriel
eotablished his home bage and from where he worked by small boat all along the Andros coast.
It 13 hore that the majestic chuseh of St, Mary stands, plctured on the eother side of this
page, and also the big 2-story stone residence where the prlests livod when they were not
travelling tc the diatent missicns along the cpast, This ia the ssme building that I am trying
to put back into ussble condiiion, preparing for the centenniel in 19%L as a memorial to the
mony Bene@intines who labored fcr the Church nn the i1slanda, T do nat have the whole roof
of the bullding finfshod at this writing, tut it 1s moving along ab & deoent pace. Since

I am doing the work alone and gan work at 1% only on days when I can get awny from my other
responpibilitios, 1t 18 teking longer than 1t should. Alno T am replscing the old roof,
working from inslde the dbuilding and hanging over the wdge of Lhe walls to mail boazrds andi
shingles in place, It is 2 19-feot drop from the edpe of the roof to the ground, so T had to
borrow some rutal scaffoldirg to finish the cornars of the moof, #ince T could not stretch far
erough from the iheidd, It iz challenging, but not more than my hip can take. Tn fact all
thies climbing of lndders seems to be good for my metal Mdp, ard it has not felt this gocd
since T had the hip replaced 2% years ago. Needless to aa}, Fro Vincent thoroughly enjoyed
his 2 dayas witk me and I think returnod to the ebbey and his archives with m much better
apprecisticn for the work done here by his manr Benedictine canfreres, including myself, one
of his own students.

But Fr, Vincdnt was net the only visltor T have recently had. The .. and their
daughter from Capada alopg wilk . =~ who was a frequent visitor in ysars past to
Mangrove Cay came up to Frosh Creck on the mail boat and apent a aouple days hore with ma
and the Sisters of Mercy. 1 dld not have room to bod them down at night, so they all took
reagonable accormedations at the nearby Chicoharnay Hotel which is right on the edge of the
Cregk, and acrrys “he bny from the mow Lighthouns Marfna sn¢ Jloteal. None of them had teen
to Frush Creck for mamy yeors and thue found it good to sce tho growth nnd develepnant that
has eccurred In rscent years. They also nnjoyed driving the leogth of the fsland and seeing
somg of the local sights., At the end of their visit they arranged for a charter flight back
to Mangrove Cav. T think that flying back as o pessenger 1iks this wss a bit of a disappoint-
rent for for in years past he had flown himseif and others, including myself,
this same route. But after he pacsed his B0th birthday he gave up hic plane, though T can
see that he 3till yearns to be at the controls. After SO years of pileting, who wouldn't?

Refed, 158
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St, John Chrysostor Church
fregh Creek, Andros
HMarch 22, 1992

Dear Aybot Jerone,

This may seem like a late date ab which to respond %o your nice letier of
early Dacomber, but I believe I volced my thanks to you at our meeting in Nassau
recantly. And since you posed no serious question in your letter I dic nbdt take
time during the busy holiday season fo respnd to it. You did make one mentioen
of one of the former teachers at Sant Anselmo, Fp. Kassius of Mnsisrschwarsach,
No, T never knew him, fcr he must have cane %o San%' Anselmo a’ter T left there
in 194°. But T did know Fr. Thomas Rficker cof that abbey; he served as procurater
at Sant! Apsalmo my last year *here: a good understanding person and a returned
prisst-soldier {from the Russian front who considered himself lucky to suvive

that terrible experience.

Yes, I can see how St. John's misses the steady werk and attentien and gocd
exarple of Fr. Fintan, and not just for the fireplaces, for you saw for yourself
the good he is contributing to 5t. Augustine's. Would that we all hac his

spirit and patience!l

I thoughl the enclosed lstest letter to the relatives and f riends wwld best
describe some of my activitles. I get to work on restoring that old building
of Fr. Gabriel only ance or twice a week, for thore are too many cther dutles
at hang that demand attentien., I am truly deeply grateful for the two Sisters
of M rey from Portland, aine, who work hers with me. Typey ere exeollent exarples
of real relipicus and very skilled in their parish ministry. .

Monaignor Mpss at n recent clergy meeting was hap y to learn that I am working
at restoring the old bulld ‘n« at Behrigg PolnY, for ac he cbserved, “We must cele-
brate thot cenrennizl in 197k, for i has left such a3 lasting impact on the Church
in the Zahamas.,"  The next time you core Lo visit I hope you will find time to
visit here like Fr. Vincent did. My accomredatlons here arc yot as good as they
were on Mangrove Cay or South Andros, but they are adecuate. F_. Vincent slept
on my bed which is really localed in the sacristy of the church, and I stretched
out on the leng vouch which is in theadjoining room whighh functlcns as parlor,
office and kitéhen. But this ls really rulite hemvenly compared to the cecuditions
our older ccnfreres lived with out here. You can ask people like Fr. Emanuel
up in the health center. Your oun classmate, Fr. Andre Brissette was the one
whe buil® the nice present church of Christ ‘he King al Carpgill Creek. All of the

priests here laft a real good name.

This past Saturday I had a sad funderal at Calabash Bay for a hli-year old
rather simple minded woman =hom Fr. Alto bzd beptized on Mangrove Cay. She was
brutally raped and murdered by a young lé-year old drup-out. Ironically the
incident took place at the next settlement ¢f Small Hepe Bay. I guess some of
the violence of Nagsau is spreading out tc the islands. Buit Nassau 1s not far
away; T cap see its lights ab nighl from the window of my quarters, about 35

miles distant.

Again T want te thank you very much for allowing me to continue this island
ministry, for my heart is reallv in the islands.
Fpaternally,
J-dioS, 55
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December 3, 1992

Fresn Creek, Andros
Lear A,bot Timothy,

T do not know if T helped elect you or not, for

T do not know who was my proxy and how he voted,
but I am very happy tha®t the Holy Spirit moved the
majority of the confreres to vote for you to be the
spiritual lea”er of our community in these difficuldt
times. YQu can ue sure that T will be remembering
you in my prayers, as T iImmediately gave -thanks
o Cod when Ir. Silvan in Nassau phoned me of your
election just hours after the event. T am also
hapoy that you have had the Bahama experience, for
it should help you in sore of the decisions ycu

will have to make as Atbot. I would also look
forward to vour visiting us in the Bahamas when you

. - A \
o ,Ff%dajziﬂzvuxkd17g,g:z;dijzﬁal;a,pggég
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pround rod Tor the plactrial syston we ow ready Lo pub into tha tuildinga. e fourd s
Sgofth st and drove the point down § foul inbo he roek nedc diere J plin te have the
caconib. 00 a-3hturday morcing eore of, the men Jolned us Lo dx cerent Wy hend and pou
Ball of he poreh slab @b *he back erd of the recifance Wildfrgs an¢ staps. In thiz clab
1 hustad o eleetrical cenduit whieh will he ihe svart of iha shesl Jiny of plpaa T fntaedt
1o run hseros ihe 109 foot ‘o the brok of the aniant church to elsctrify thav toe, T dosr
bion waitus -For an electoical engluwer Lo huok up the meter rud iweter cunted Yex 3o we
can bapiy ta Woe elackiie loois thevo and pes much wor & work dahe, ey

D day 40 drove Lo the north end of the island Ao lo seuld see what that pet of the -
world \x 11% with (o thousands of acren of fars produce undes drrigation, snd alsé wee the”
rulas of the 2 churcles that e uwsad ¢ have in that wrea. e stopped ah oid of the pwebing’
hovses =id T Bright a Luach of delivious grapefridlt ulleh X shared with vibeis, T Zika™
grapefrult with me-brehkfhat, but a buhel of thum gors & very long vay., A heavy rain tat
us atone thn May, and ‘T Tearhed the hard way tha® the floor of my 1ittds fruck hed vesiea
away, ard suddonly WFon!drivisgithrough s puddls I wur botally soiken with weters T Loyt
aew rags to 'stufT-n- the halet for u tesperary solutinn, but such a condition ¢al lsd fov
sarly remady.” Renk at F¥esh creok T found the tup o a plostie bavvel &nd was abloe to ot
1L devn =0 £56 ovar- tha' opandne. in ke floes omd Justoned 1% with pop vivets. O cwuree it
{5 not Las borb Solisdin, but a%-lesst It sitould keep mo dry for a while,

A treal i abioiid’ 48 the réstaurant closoat i my house S Frosfy Craek Whe n aupner Liois
turtls steolid nrepated by'@ Fecl Beham’sn couk Sarmdba Mexey. T had ghopped in the afvar-™
nutih o 3k hov 17 she had any-conch on hund po wy (ould cone Tor, e of her collcions
conch shosx  eupreVy. She sald shie of4 heve ceach, bab thab.maybs T would be tnterosted
pun Suptle nteaka., T Favs not had sueh a dbldcusy since I i some work on Exwm Tsisno ¢
somo years upo wid there enjuyad o taaty turtle sieak dinner. < Darmito did 3% u» real wéll
with all the Balamban trinings,” and we went hona stuf fedl e

Bro. teorio ang I mixed s bateh of comont in the unusunl mannur ¢f the pen here and pmarsc
stops b Lna outoiJa of both cnds of Yhw revidence at Behirdny Polat. The men would have
helped s pour the last noart df the parch slgb, but the cemirs mecelant o Nuesau ¢ld net -
rol, my cament orcer to the Hoat on tipe for fbe ssiline, and T had to woit an exive umak (o1
iL. Tho boat in sappossd to sadl At 3 givea tire, Wb that vime can ba shifted drostically
2% tho shdm of tho captain, Mnydo it ¢as just -2 well, Fos thay had a wory rough croesiag
and 1hinge zot goaked terribly, I noard scae of the pascengere m the hoat Lell uf thair
morsal Cesr of capoizing sa bhe arosoing, That 4o tho same bost T hope Lo ride socn fron
Frush Cravk to Mangrova Cuy for 4 wlelt,
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T should have sarted the other side of this page wilh an oxplanation of the phoio that
I usnd to open the page. The photo 18 of the poathern and of the Church of St. Jonn Ghrysos-
tom at Fresh Creok where I live. The 12 Toet of this vnd of the building ar¢ my 1living
guartors, To the north you oan ses the plllisrs aof the nice breczowsy that separates the
church from ths roctery whers Sister Mary ldves. For Chrlstnsa I had gons up on the roof
and highlighted the orpss there with colored lights which made it renlly stand out by land
approach or by 2e3 approach, for ths photo was taken nesrly at the edge of ths sea. In &
wind atorm you get plenty of ‘sound offecta with the huge wavos crashing onto the rocky shoeo.
Hapolly tho building is about 25 foat above the lewol of the ocnan, with a solid rocky uall
to bresk the force of tho wavas, Bub my windeds are frequantly wet with sslt epray.

For soms time tha colline of the sacriaty of Christ tho Kine rhuroh at Cargill Mrosek has
shored me very mush, for only half of it was still in plsce after Lermiler ate away all
the suppert of one of the ceiling baams with the rogult that the ceiling fell to the [loor,

So I bought some lumbor in Nassan te replace the plaster board ecalling with wood. These I
traated against termites and oven painted them with 2 conts of enamal hefore cutting them
to sizo and nailing them in plece, Ths termito treatment and tho 2 coats of peint pade
than difficult to £it togethsr, tut thers is a nice carpet in the saerisiy and T was airald
of dripulng paint on it 4f T had nailed up the unpaintod bosrds and than painted them in
placs. Tt wes diffioult work, but I finally succeeded in gutting ther nailed in plate.
Now the cdling looks pratty good. And painted yetl

Andther recent fob with my Saturday helpers was to mix the cemont &nd pour the floor of
tho old sacristy of the church at Buhring Point. T guese we woro in & hurry, for 3t did nbt
turn out as smooth as our other floors, and xe also had to ropair vome holeo in the floor
of the church jteelf where somo roots of a tree about 25 feobt awsy grow under the _i‘.loor sl
pushod up the floor. I removed the cavee of that occuring aguln by chopping off fhe offend-
inn roots cuteide the budlding. T thiak that Fr, Gabriol budlt this sacristy ento the
church ahout 1900, 6o he ceuld live theve in ralative comfort and rell right ot of bed to
the altar 4f he ever over-slept. In 1912 he built the big 2-story residonce which was to
sorvo him and a1l the loter priests working the Andros shere ss their rosidence and horabaso.

I had another funersl in u non-Catholic church some weeks age. One of ouwr parishioners
te whom T had been bringing Holy Cormunion each Sunday up and died, bub tha settlemant
uhoers he was 1iving at the end, Bowen Sound, doos not have a Catholle Curch, so the family
asked if T could bury him from the Pentecostal Church in tho astilement. The Pentocostal
mintator was agreentls to it, vo T conducted a Catholic funeral in the Fentscostel church
and tham marched ths body to tho villsge cemetery where wo 1aid him to rest. There were
many non-Catholie minieters present at the funeral and all wanted to have a plece to say
st 2 tims for sulogles. By the Sime all got to say thelir ploco quite a bit of time had )
passad, for somo of thom gob protty loud ard long winded. T think that many »f the pecple
had never beon at a Catholie funeral service and found it guite tamo compared to what they
arse used to.

In my working on the grounds of the old buildings at Behring Point T have come across
an offieisl Bonch Mark of the Lends Swrvey Office of the Bohomas, It 15 located in 4 vemmt
base in front of the old rosidence uilding and alwost at the edge of the nige road that
cuts through the rocky ridge bohind the buildings. It is datad only 1974, so 1t ls not
very old, tut 1% probably reflects the official point from which anyfurther survoying in
the area do to be taken, The Cpwrch has a nico blook of land, about 10 aeres, ot this
Behring Foint locatim, and this rather new government ©pad cute right through the land,
and to bulld it on the level they hd to cut through the rocky ridge to e depth of some
12 feet. TInteresting! s - d et

I am writing these 1inas only a week into February. 1In-a couple days I imtend tc board
the mall boat and ¥ide 1t to Mangrove Cay, which 1is probably further away frem Fresh Creek
than Naoseu 18, Y have besn invited to Join them on Mangrove Cay for the dediceticn of a
nice now library near the Sistar!s Convent. I am hapny for this dovelopment, for I can
forass cnly good coming frod!guch o fatility, Of course T will alleo hava & splendid chance
to visit with my many friends on ths lelsnd, and that will bo onjoysble. At the end of the
week T intend to fly back to Fresh Creek on & local oharter service talled Congo Adr. That
same Saturday morning I should take censnt to Behring Polint and joln the guye there to pour
thy 1ast part of the porch at the 015 residence bullding. Then a week later we are plannigg
a big Parish Fair a% the old buildings, this will be the Saturday before Ash Wednesday.
Wo wan% to use the old residence to serve dinners to the peoples and the cther building
and stalls for different games for the'children. I think lash yewr at ‘s sindler fair we
eleared mora than $700.00-on the meals; 8o we should doat least as uell this year, T am
hoping to have elsctricity te tha bullding befors that date, or else we will haw to get
one of hhe neighbors across the strest to run an extension acrote the road. For Ash Wede
nesday I am looking forwerd to an scumenical service with’ the Anglidan comuunity,- but.ue
have pot yat declded whether to hage 1t at thelr smaller St. Stephenis Chureh or our larger
St..John Chryacetom Church. And then the day after Ash Wednesday is the 100th anniversary
of the firat muss offersd on Androg, We are planning an 8verming outdoor Mass on the site
whore the house atood vwhere it was offered. I% is now a Fishing Resort, but the owner hae
graciously invited us to celebrate thera that evemng.

Fadierelly, Rishan, as -
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Fregh Creek, Andros
May 9, 1992

Just a note to send on to you the photos I received just yesterday

from the days of your visit here. XY thought they turned out qulte well, es
sspecially considering the shadowy setting at the entrance tc the cimetery
and by the well house of Fr, Gabriel, I have recently waiked into the

old cemetery and found at the far end of it a very tall cross which has
burbled over due tc the termite action on ite base. If I live lorg enough
I intend to clean up the cemetery. I have found one stlitary cross which must
mark a grave of someons; but I have not yet found any schema or layout
rlan of the cemetery which would indicate who is buried where., If there
%38 one, it has probably been lost in the 98 years since Fr. Gabriel cams
hers.

Bro. Ngal from the monasteyy came bakk to Andros with me st the close
of osur priest/descon retreat and spent most of the past week with me. T
took him for a tour of the island 1ike T took ycu, and he spent many hows
readirg the pages in UPON THESE ROCKS that pertaln to Andres, and he gailned
a much better appreciation of what our cenfreres did for these peoples.

T have finished reading the nice beok you sent about St. Jespeh 185k to
the present; and I intend to turn it over to Fr., Silvan for thr Archives at
the monastery. As chaplain at St. Ben's for 6 ysars I became acquaintec with
S0 many of the nemes in the book; I found it most interesting. Erayerngl thanks,

lonS, 57
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Mey, 1552

¥y dearest ousr,
. What u heppy Bamier it wael
, Befors I gu inte it T sheuld firs
nay tha¢ the phuie L& «f tho two
Sisters of Korcy frum Fartlawml,
Eelre, who wurlk with we en indros.
Sirter Mary Oarrety Fitspatrick
ok the left first came 20 the
Hehanaf sone 20 yorrs &ge¢ and at
that times oponed & 6diidc for the
pour en Mangiowe Cey, Tor she is o
Regletaryd Evrems Uz the time ber
5 waurs ners up the povorranent had
opeuad 1o owr 0)Iwic and she e-
turnad te the aotherhousa to cars
far %he elda:rly of their comuun-
| fty. Ghg returned 4 the Bahomag
thic pest Qctobar, Cn the pigpt Io
Distar Py Miiler uho box beon
dolng pastoral minisiry ol Nerih
hirdroe Jor searly 3 renrus vary
sffectively. They ara standing
Lefore the Chureh of Chrdet ils King lcewtiad at the edge of the ocwan et Cargild Sreck., This
builadng was Lullt by @ good friecd cf mina from St. John's Abbey, Ir. #,8re Drisgetie abond
3C ywurs «go. He hoe einos ¢led of eencar; iU ia a remitder o my okn EoTtality ULal Ne were.
Junt acort the ews age. I 2 & very attracidvy Luilding, wng She canpragation hore le deudost
In its Zunduy celebratiens. Khon you have celebrated witl than; you imer gou have URLEIRATEDL

Tut eolobretiun of Holy Week Pogan with the Palil Suiday colebrotlen for ald thy Guthelica
oot Apicd st Froeh Crask, 7he locald Rogal Bubwmoe Puiles Torss Gtarhid off ow eulebrution
Wy a offledal reieing eof the Dehame 2ag et the perl of tee traffils pourd-adeut ot ho endronce
o Freeh Oresk fyom the main ighway of the Zslend. This ves follatod by the Sdmeing wf ke
netional ortbamn 20 31l stocd at attentien, Then T haw the selean blaccine ¢f the peim Lznncher
which tha prople were holding dn Shelr broda, snd w2 hsd a woel warde’s; of palc branchen, nob
ti¢ upirdiy litileo strands T krav es a kdd in o nerthsin Palm Suidey lltorglos. Froo Dare
o Jorvers urdl I 1leC the lcng proceswion shotit a 1alf mile to the chwsch wbich i porshed on
tice mecky akore of the ocezn. Ths big ohwreh oould not conteln 41l Lho people, 80 vany of ther
hrad te @it on cralrs snd ‘moches set vp in the brosgeway befwpan the church rrd the Sictars’
racidonen, shorn later tha mval wondA br merved o all tha worehipard, %We had ax cverilow
crowd hasavae we Mad chariesed & Rif wyhool bud ve Tricg tha parizhieners from Reboing Podwmt,
Tavplll Creeky, Man ¢ v Scund and Beven Scund, We butod ir the pecple ilrom neardy Talnbagh Puy;
Sradl Fope Bay ord Love Rill, Hamy eome from the Autes Mavy Base, Even from Wlchols Town ot
thy northern end of Lhs 1alsnd sore Cutholicr ¢ams to joln the celeheobion, At the end of Masz
iy oweve troatod tooa eomy festiwal as Lh: dAffferes adelt and yoatk cad oildmnts ewoips F
e eluretes s@ded b st vich chber g tuparul rertiticsn. After u Jorg perlcd of sloplnz
i@ pucpls wera yeady for sme Yig foed which the peorle of tlis Trasi Creck purish sponsored.
Ty foed vea Qoli<idaa, ohd the violding very conuupdel, XEwon Sho neighiorleed Acge got in on
the Toud in She plle of chickun bonca that wure elt ovopr, ’

To dhrids vhe Services of Boly Woek abong the churekes 1 earc d'ary L ofIcawd the Hely Tiwreds:
evanirg connworatdcn of the Loot Suppir din the Cmoeh of §4, Gokried st Calabish Bay, Tare
1es & nded congrogation, but rot 1like the cane we heve ut Fresh Creck on Sundiges AP bhe weahe
iy of the Tgat T red only the worvers to surister fo, ton bryw atid Three pirls. e dlo kave
o rjaveseion b Vheo erd, esrrylng the blessed Sorrarert, eeboide In tha Gk 1o tho 24d2 oo
Ul Abe codrfsty vhere an altar of ropese had beoen preparou For het nfight.

fopd Fricsy found Siater Mnry gring te Curgill Creck tn conduet the Survdoe with Wi porple
*iarw as I ctoyed 8% Frooh Mrowh ot rondnctul the treditionul Cood Fridsy Sarvics whish I
congrsesod inke ? hours, for T dig mot ellow myrell te gel cwrriod weoy in ey preashirg. 4t
Lotl churches the poople were nousually gonevons in the precisl Holy Laoo colliectdun.

Yor Hely Sitiarday T Tiret had an evendng sass 3% thy L/TEC chapel o the Nawy dare 4t i
uewnd 6400 por, bour, Froa there I hurrled o Cargill Greak Ter toe saly colebasvlun eb Glrist
She Tirg Chtren. WUe first blesvsd the fire at the edze o We ovcan it ez of the parisbicnerts
vard zic Trom thyre wa ked about a quuter WIs to ke omarch Lo tha rest of the Jrative and
drpressive Poly Saturdoy 1LWvupty. At the colebresion a Livtle girl of the porish wac baptined,
pe this mede the Auly Saturday eolefration cexplete, for 3¢ 1z dnwolepod ercumd whe Zee . moin
2t Eaptiss,  2nd the 1ittia gird 4id not mind thw =ater £ glip 4 Seet I oehink eho Gould beve
ked %0 re for e pood meds 40 the fevd AL she bad beon sllewec, It oag past 11:C0 boinne wa
gt Bacik v Peash Crvek £0r gune zleop.

saeter wocidug drnandod an cedly rising for the Lunrise celabreblen the piople veited at.
Trecl cxeek Aotunlly thie exvucwd me frum Lhs scwwenical Suxrles Sarvice 1t 1ks Favy Dire
seheouled Do 110, Our oafl 3rvicy atarved at 700 ingt sfier ¥ very brooldf) sun rese ont
af Lhe oncan vaters &b 6:L8, Tater in thy mernise I 2g&ir bag no Soeter ¥ros at Cargill
frerl apd thaa peo e rast o1 tha doy vo reed, wkich hy Lhkb tine ) nopded!
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T4 eh Guah helowe Wy Weel et T &peve the Dot naal In b der woul of the A0-yiar
£l tullding In *ha chupeh et 98 Behring Todnt, I dig oot have to errel At oo bhi roef
L pirish e tep tows off beande and shisglon, but Le 4 dreas one right abon I wus bhluling
ha 1 oowhd do 4% moad salely T got the imopdrntiun to work Sy bk top of iy extensien
Isdeer wioh Juoh My nwsd ol chicoldors therugh M roef acd uoe only shore piveoi of lunter
i the J-dned stripa of chirgles te work my woy froe erch erd of o voul bo the tiap door
T maé planmed te leave at dho riddle of tho roof; o At werked parfectlyl  Lwce vruly relle-
sig shat £ 212 56t Bave t9 cravl cut on thdt roof, for sithomy petel Nip [ ranget a ley erveg
cuiiy anelly, =nd the top of thet high building L2 not ho placs @ hewr & oy crirg
P T cnesd b gestar of pleces of glecs T would maed bo repelr the wany wliviowe of Lhe
Uy 1vol ord found that T h2eded at leugt 57 ciscat, meh of Whaa 12 dnchos £, tilen
T st 80 She Abgistita's Yor the Nedy W Cradom Haue T Seun) o bucl of uld wirded glees
ik the shopt #t the semetsry fad was sble to out more Ha I pigees of vhie [loso “hat b
codd wea vur repelylng the wardess of the dld Busdtoline xesidvoce., P Goorgs deu et
iy Lave 2 alswinam hattar whaEag 4o Ieagidl 40 the sact and of the Lufldiag, m i c.en fros
$hy pred vhese the 6l @u7ie Doaies hed Lotally glsappusyed, Ik wlressy fwitalled” he
slyibler widas and azt yeacy %o gn to wrk on replenirg Uw F2oadrion menes. s will make
the vhoke woper Jeval amup AnG ReWVERe; aid oo ore Joat sbeut redrtt for L 1idny roasun,.
& tdie roes by T ulll Rave o wers of guloire . a ceeat Cloer (n he graand Ll and
then a pee Pleor au the st AeND a8 Hall,  Ane afdack siere At w0 staitvar betveen Bhe W
YoeedA T oan teyine stk vhe ddea of bullding © oirewdor etadvents bo per be A nppes Tewld,
L iewe neees Uried such w o tMngy bub she cere T dvasmoof i@, Che mee o credioe o pade

rpove las lom Ween wnocdd way heavy txole An 4he titesede! betvemy che vbureh aud Jhe
vestdence of the Sihiers, a4 T Ceeng non Sable tensds anudgaant n the sargge, o tha Gletoes
sl T dociubr to fiz Up the Gle for e kico ke tay this geme. Y bought a sol!c plenn of
plhaved Yot o now top and seipted 4t for table toandsy Lut so far npot a cingle by or gird
1w Lrled bo ume 1. Parbpc 44 48 o peew bhiab oone of e D ey msen Playec i de aus
wanit b0 bo erbaraarad at e Snltdal mintokes bhey vow)e ealie.  donedey 1Mo sww ther w101
plek 3t w- and than the Sliters w32l loww no rect fiem the flock of kiou ot sholr frand dwr,

A fem muere ego I witackscd Ay Sirot wedGing SV Tresh Crock. It wais Lothoen o of eur
chuit aumbess ab the Fresh Creck shurch with o brdds from Shatfard Creci, quite v i vp the
tstang, bt who hap erpleymmt o5 o AVTES bavs and hird baen drivisy Wk andg Jorth overy duy.
Thy hud beea placidng e weddie, Lor nonths g wpored ne wkante,  Ter tn vedding practise
v bl agatied upers i Le20 hoors  ell, T ucdtes aui I weltud and Toweltedd FUsSGE) stoud Ta0
soa: ¢f tho oride’s people began to Jpgenr. By 7110 wain tho muwlolan wae here 1 dipured -
heu onegiy zacple to start e peseticn. To ne A6 soeped ke total weuduidon, Lov ooly the
Lhin nroen Azd tme of thear edlr attendunls rere prwscnd, zlong ulth dozens el reistivoa
wish aovens of chilldrsn ube had 2 wild Sirc rupndng covied and petdlng inbe rivsh)e The ¥ics
woald ot te ollemd to auare to e pedddeg hcelil, no tayy wore anjuydnz ile pratiice,. oy
my 30wy B all heo sacngh and called 30 gqulda, sesuved thet Lhous prorent uvodd bekd bhise
vhn were nkaapt hey 19 shold go. 8 ib ves recerhelde b well amd saebthly #1eaeiucl
rarrisge 454 o the tiexd ey, Thre seru cusiesl remditions by close Iyienas of the brldad
234r, ard evas the 2oosl pollce Instestor care all Avopsed Up Srd [hyed 3 savaphoms. zole
cwdng the edgning of the papera. T was aot sble Yo go to thelr rezsptiion, for ¥ hed to pev
te e AUYEC base for the Saturday avening mass. A& pricsi bas #5 bo sble o gldit preaghing
gerro to pe srcethly frem & uycdding nelebrotium to a lunton evaxdng Mese with o very aticu-
t1 re meagrspaticn like jou £ind &% the lzwy Hase.

Juwt e geak balfore this festive aslobtation ¥ lwd te sbdld prerchivg pears Veve & wiry
pzi furarcd on a Selurday aftwruotn to the cvendup Lenten Kase AY the ALVEC crhnpel. The mesan
%o be turied was in hor LO'a, with A miné is »imrls 25 2 codld, vho hao beon cialenily rened
ano than stekbod to death by 0 16-yror ¢1d 3chovl Crom-tit who ldved net far feun here Tt
wan a kinds teuchy altusticom, for her Baptist mother attended the wabw church &£ the feaily
6! tha bey who dld her 4n, Bub I ¢ffared o ful) Cotholde funera) Pre her frum the Chegzch of
3¢, O2drisl at Calabeah Bay, 'nd tis church wey yilled with [ricods ad relitiver. But wnlile
roat el omt herz wiot 3 <lnple Rapidst proachrr stlsided., Ewaryots Y med oxplens:d
Fratitde Lor the "lovely™ fuwerel ue hud for Bor. Feen some of tho Avich yoople ivem thedr
Ci=miity np north care Iov the Toreral to pay *hadr vecooetay wnd 7 hiophl that o so nice
of Aber.. Zow nf theu had 3130 citended Bt Tumand I hnd up norlie &5 imvtlc Point pems
Heoke #go.  TiAG wee Bore anderstindable, fer maly' oF the drdeh peoplo wwd oith 4he p.'.-t-;:le
of the Maside Point uves og the larg* prodace ferwe In that zrea, '

Tov hdlph? voneeler in the leaat porr or no wheon I demericed {hio seversl caver Tk O~
s0 O the cmpun of St. Avsustine's Collepe whon [ wus dedny, l,mtjﬁ(::p:rﬂ t,;n:..-:l, g\i;g d;u.:m
resen® wriy to St. Jwguntire's for ono of the Pricst Nectongs, X J.-aumt: that tie Wrimn hau
feme A pev eeva, pub far Oror the Bleyost ane T hed diesovered. T and %0 trmestilrata 44
for vEaswly , AIth a flasilghs joardng through the round hele ot bhi tnn of the cave face
which Wie Cplign and fullen Lny reveillig a adee large cavern ahout 29 feet in Jfwater wnd
sbhout 19 Faed in holght. Tt hed sfes weddd ovore wxdle, corring un bo the “chizumy" 4% *hn
Top. 59 thep olugred 4% ¥p by hanling in stones and poms: eoil Zor iho '..:;p, and Ao con b
yaiely uedh or ariae cver it. Y WA TERAT 6lugnido a peth thet de oftea wslkod bn She
sivcerta o drdven on by truekc. T4 ver oy obout 5O foct Srec the s T had diocoversd
ara I uuu‘J:d ot be surpidsed A that whole arew vore honiy-combod with cich caverne. auﬁ-
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My dearest onus, Reptesbor, 1993

The eslendar may reed mid-Soptovber us I type this page, but the thersomeler reads hotest
gurmer, My only censolaticn 15 that I do not have to spend time in the clagproom as Lha kiis
hero have to siresiy. It is sald that those hot swmer spells are pset of o ressan for
hurricanes to bo generated Into such powerful forces of meture. Just a couple wouks ago
all the Behamas anclously trocked the major hurricsns EMILY. Ttws with such relief that
it tracknd north of the Bahoma Telands and then happily veeréd cut to cer jurt before it
was duo to strike the Nurth Carclina coast., But since we are enly half way throogh the
hurrdcane seomon, and the secchd half has the werat histery, there iz still mich apprahens
alen, Tou can ba swre that owery Surday Muss hus a specia) petition to Dod to gpars ue
again., And thers i8 o cnos raluctant to snswer DEN to that eno.

The sbove photo woe taken this spring when my - friends frow .
wvigited hore. It nicely showo the big church bell we hawo hero at Fresh Creel:. I do mot
Mnew 3f it uoes evor mounted 4n a bsll tewer; I doubt it) but 4t is ztuwrdily-mounted on o
comont basy, Oos cannot swing it ae most bellh are scunded, but with m rope cne pulle the
striking hammer sgainat the 1ip of the bell to ereate o very satialying gong that sounde
all theough tho sotilemunt. It is certainly the bigpest ard loudext bell in this pagt of
the Dobames, It wonld bo intevesting to learn the origin of the bell...There 1s a recent
change in tha mcepery, for about 3 wesk ago three of ry friends from the Kavy Base como
after their regular werk, and with & much better chain saw than I have cut down that big
double-trunk causerdns in the background. I way olways fearful that a zood store or rri-
cano rdght sumadny bopple 4t onto the church rvof. I, 16 a fast grouing specioe of pluo,
also called the Amstralism pine, tat it 1s not & lumber tree. Wood cexvers like At, fov
the huart of the tvunk is n rich red cklor, snd the outer sevoral inches of wood 1a white;
a0 & good GArver can eronte Anteresting sculptures from this wood. Tt took me only 2 days
of Lurtdng before I had the whole tree put oway to osher, fox opan burning 15 pormitted
in the Sahamas, T think that when it was {irst planted 5o close to the church it was
planmed to top it off every, couple yearcy but that must have ceased aboub 15 years ago,
ard sorm tho top was towering over tho church.

Tn that cpen flat area in tha background I recently cams upon L oponings in ibe rock,
the cpunings to whot omounts to caves. Scme friends suspenddd lighta inte tham and dooddid
that they probobly wers never used by tho ordgimel sative Indians for habltation or prutec-
ticn. One wie about B feet deop, kit ancther was at least 12 feet deap, and a third one
had lots of wotor in tha hottm of the cave, and we could not [igpure out uhether it was
sen Wnter that came through an unhderground chonnel or whather it wss simply an agewmrarln -
tion of rain water, of which wo have had lots lately. Opo of the stone openings wae toq
amell for any of un to £it through, and thy other caves did not suver that intercetisg to
be verth the sifort of squoeeing 4n, Thars bas been talk ameng the kids that are eavea
back in tha keovy brosh which covers about half of the church property. So wilh machebos
wa hacked our way through the brueh in saversl areas, {got plenty of seratches for my efforts,
but did wet stusble into anythlng like tho reppted caves. But it £3 not just the kids whp
elain the axistoncs of such caves in tho church yard, for soxe of the old timors also clalm
thoy played in tha cavas whon thoy were youngstera. So you kned the storles have beon
around 2 long time. Wo did stumbla upon zomsons's garijuomn plant in a pot ready for quick
removal. And we also came upon bome old cement wolla of a house votally overgrown with
tTees andvines and smaller brush. Thay did piek up an old type of saucer of watal, but
coated with porcelaln, whits with a blua odgs, Interesting! —

o Nduld
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Saint Luke Institute

CONFIDENTIAL October 22, 1993

Right Reversnt Timothy T. Kefly, 0SB
Abbot and Chancetllor

St. John's Abbsey

PO Box 2015

Callegeville, Minnesota 56321
RE: Reverend Richard Eckroth, OSB

SLI NO; 12814
Dear Abbot Kelly:

Thank you for your reterral of Father Richard Eckroth who is, as you know, a 67 year-
old Benediotine priest from St. John's Abbkey in Collegeville. Father Eckroth was
referred 1o Salnt Luke Institute for svaluation following allegations that were made
against him that stemmed from incidents that occurred approximately 19 or 20 yeers
ago. According to Father Eckroth, the complainants allege that he had sexual contact
with two different boys, both of whom were approximately seven years old at the time.
Father Eckroth states ‘hat these allegations came to him approximately two weeks
hefore the evaluation. Father Eckroth denies having sexual contact with either of
these two boys and, in fact, denles having sexual contact with anycne in his life. 1t Is
important to note that there is another complaint that had been lodged against Father
Eckroth spproximately six or seven years ago. Father Eckroth is somewhat vague
about the nature of this complaint, except that it was “something sexual.” In light of
these allegations, it was thought that a complets psychological and physical evaluation

at Saint Luke Institute was justifled.

Father Eckroth came to Ssint Luke Institute on October 3, 1993 and completed his
evaluation an October 8, 1993. Although Father Eckroth was somewhat defensive on
the psychological testing component of the evaluation, we nevertheless believe that we
were able to make an accurate assessment of his current psychologlcal functionirg.

When we evaluate an individual who has been having emotional ard/or behavioral
problems, we include an assessment of & wide varlety of motivations, developmental
experiences and physical factors. Our asssssment protocal includes the following

slements:

2420 Brooks Drlve ® Sultiand, Maryland 20746-5204 ¢ (301) 967-3700  FAX; (301) 967-3853
Atlllimied with the Daughtare of Charlty, National Health System
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October 22, 1593

Rt. Reversnd Timothy T. Kelly, 0SB
Page 2

RE: Reverand Richard Eckroth, OSB - SLI NO: 12814

Psychosocial intorview.

Clinical interview.

Physical and neurological examination.

Electrocardiogram.

Chest x-ray.

Psychological testing including personality and projective tests.
Neuropsychologicel testing including intelligence tests, memory tests, the
Halstead-Reitan neuropsychelogical tests.

8. Spiritual assessment.

N@O s WD

The final step in the evaluation process Is a discusslon among the evaluation team
members about the client. We then meet with the client to report our findings and
recommendations. This report will outiine the results of our interviews and testing and

will detall cur recommandations.

PSYCHOSOCIAL HISTORY: We take a detalled background history from our clients
in order to understand the Impact of past events on current attitudes and behavior.....
Although we gathered many details about Father Eckroth's background, we will
include only the dinically relevant information in this report.

Father Eckroth was born on June 21, 1928 in North Dakota. He is the ninth oldest of
fourteen children; the two children bom Just ahead of Father Eckroth both died when
they were very young. Father Eckroth reports that their deaths, In addition to his
belng a somewhat sickly child, made his mother quite concerned about his health.

Father Eckroth describes his mother as a beautiful, shy and gentle person wha wes
orphaned at age six whan her own mother drowned. He describes his father as a
gentleman. who was honest and never seemed angry.

Father Eckroth does not recall any separation problems when he began school. He
recalls that he enjoyed elementary school end liked his teachers. He wes, reportedly,
a goad student and reports that he had several frisnds.

Because the allegations against Father Eckroth are sexual in nature, we took a
detailed sexuai history from him. Father Eckroth states that there was very little talk
about sexuality in his family. He reports that there was very little open affection
between family members but, nevertheless, there was a sirong feeling that he was in a
loving family. Father Eckroth denies any early peer sexual contact. He says there
was no discussion with peers and no experimentation with his peers around sexual
matters. He recalls that, in eighth grads, he got a pamphlet about sex from his

- mother. He says that he started to enter puberty at approximately age 13 or 14. He
reports that he was embarrassed about nocturnal emissions at that time. Father
Eckroth reports that he would occasionally touch himself in order to become sexually

0SB ECKROTH_00227
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Rt. Reversnd Timothy T. Kelly, 0SB
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RE: Reverend Richard Eckroth, OSB - SLI NO: 12814

aroused, but avoided stimulating himself to the polnt of gjaculation, He recalls that in
prep school en older boy tried to get in bed with him, but Father Eckroth, reportedly,

rebuffed him.

Father Eckrath states that when he did start erigaging in masturbatory activity, it
occurred approximately twice a month.  Father Eckroth denies ever having sexual

contact with an aduit while he was young,

Father Eckroth states that he went to St. John's Prep in Collsgeville, graduating in
1944, After that he attended St. John's University before going to Rome to study
philesophy. He then returned to St. John's and was ordained in 1952. Father Eckroth
reportedly taught philosophy at St. John's until the mid 1970s. After this he went to
the Bahamas and did parochial ministry and missicnary work. He describes his
ministry assignments In very positive terms and stales that he is happy with his

present work load.

Regarding the allegations against him, Father Eckroth states that he used to enjoy, .
taking children on outings. He reports that the Abbay owned a log cabin and that he
would usually bring betwean five and seven boys at a time for overnight trips. He
states that most of these boys were approximately ages 10 through 12, but he would
sometimes bring younger children if they were accompanied by an older sibling..
Fathér Eckroth also mentions that, at times, he would bring both boys and girls on the

trlp.

One of the people bringing the complaint against Father Eckroth states that Father
Eckroth sexually abusad him at the cabin. He reports that he was approximately six
years old when Father Eckroth had anal intercourse with him. This person also
reports that Father Eckroth kept a pillow over hls head while the abuse occurred. He
also notes that Father Eckroth wamed him not to report this Information to anyons

else.

Another persan who brings allegations states that Father Eckroth sexually abussed him
while at the cabin when he was six or seven years old. This person notes that Father
Eckrath put his hand over his mouth whife he was being sexually abused. This person
reportedly feels that he was intimidated by Father Eckroth and that he'was afraid that

Father Eckroth might harm him if he told anyone.

Fathsr Eckroth acknowledges that there is a simllarity In the storiss reported by these
two men. He denies that he had sexual contact with either of these boys. He states it
is not *in my naturs® 1o be threatening to others. Father Eckroth has no explanation
aboul why these people would bring allegations like this if they were untrue.

OSBE ECKROTH_00228
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Father Eckroth doss admit that he would bring boys into the sauna at the cabln and
that both the boys and Father Eckroth would often be neked. Father Eckroth also
notes that It would not be uncommen for one of these boys to request a massage.
Father Eckroth states that he and the boys in tha sauna would give this person a
massaga on their back. He says they waould touch the person’s back, legs, thighs
and calves. Father Eckroth notes that sometimes he would request this kind of a
massage and the boys would similarly tauch him. Father Eckroth says that he may
have touched the buttocks of sume of these boys; he points out that it was very dark
in the sauna because it was lit only by a lantern light. When questioned more closely
about this behavior, Father Eckroth claims 1hat he noticed nothing sexual nor felt
anything sexual involved In this kind of behavior.

Father Eckroth admits that there was another allsgation that surfaced approximately
s'x or seven years ago about some inappropriate sexual incident with a boy. Father
Eckroth states that the Abbot at that time spoke with tha father and with the young
man about the incident. The incident repcrtedly occurred a littte after the alleged
events described above. Father Eckroth was not able to remember the detalls of the

allegation.

Regarding his sexual arientation, Father Eckroth states that he is attracted to adult
women. He denies any sexual activity with any adult women or anyone else. ‘He
clenies any saxual attraction to'male minors. Father Eckroth states that he does not
regularly engage in masturbation. He says that if he has an erotic thought, he will
sometimes toush himself, but will attempt to avoid ejaculation.

PSYCHIATRIC HISTORY: Father Eckroth denies any family history of mental iliness.
He denles any emotional problems In himse!f. He denies any history of depression ur

anxiety. He denies any psychotic symptoms.

Father Eckroth states that he drinks rarely. He says he will have a rum and Coke
before bed at times. He denies any drinking occurred while he was al the ¢abin with
the bays. Father Eckrath says there have been no complalnts abaut his drinking from
others, There are reportedly no legal, physlcal or social consequences secondary to

his drinking behavior.

In the interviews, Father Eckroth was completely oriented. There was no indlcation of
disturbance in thought content or process. His affect was somewhat restrained; he

gesmed 10 take a cognitive approach to the allagations.

SPIRITUAL ASSESSMENT: As part of the assessment process, Father Eckroth
underwent a spirltual assessment interview with Father Bill Stumpf. Father Stumpf

raports that Father Eckroth appears to have a very disciplined prayer life. He is
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reportedly faithful to the Liturgy of the Hours on a dally basis. He reportedly takes a
yearly retreat with slther the monks at a nearby abbay or the local diocesan clergy.

Father Stumpf notes that Father Eckroth’s spiritual life and work seems to have found
energy around building projects associated with parlsh. He belleves this is part of the

reacon he has elways admired St. Joseph.

Father Eckroth reportedly notes that one of his continual spiritval challenges Is
patience. He sometimes reportedly finds that his parishioners exhaust his patlence.
Father Eckroth notes that he lives alone and has tried to adopt a very efficient use of
his time. He reportedly fesls more comfortable with a good c{eal of structure and

order in hig life.

Qverall, Father Stumpf feels Father Eckroth Is to be affirmed for his very disciplined
prayer life. Father Stumpf befisvas that there is a certain detachment in Father
Eckroth’s appreach to life and wenders whether this is similarly true of his spiritual life.

LEGAL STATUS: Father Eckroth states that there are no civil or criminal charges |
against him at this tims.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION AND ILABORBATORY EXAMINATION: As part of his
svaluation, Father Eckroth underwent a thorough physical examination by our
consultant In Internal medicine. Our internist notes thal Father Eckroth is in excellent
heaith except for prostatism. He, currently, takes Hytrin, 5 mg. a day, for his
symptoms. Father Eckroth underwent & prostate biopsy In May, 1993 and the resuits
were negative, Our Internist reports that Father Eckroth has been hospitalized in the
past for a left hip replacement and hernla repair.

On examination, Father Eckroth is six feet tall and weighs 185 pounds, His pulse Is 72
and hig blood pressurs is 124/70. Examination of the head and neck fs normal with
no evidence of thyroid pathology. Chest and cardiovascular examinations are within
normal imits.  An abdominal exam reveals no liver or splsen enlargement or other
abnormality. Hls extremities are normal. Neurologlcal exam reveals good reflsxes and

coordingtion. His EKG and chest x-ray are normal.

As part of his-evaluation, Father Eckroth underwent a thorough laboratory
examination. Most of the laboratory values are within normal fimits. Father Etkroth's
PSA is slevated, a finding taken into account by our internist who notes the prostate

problems as mentioned above.
Other laboratory values are within normat Imits. There Is no elevation in Father

Eckroth’s glucose level. Liver enzymes and thyroid values are also normal. There is
no evidence of any drugs in Father Eckroth’s system, There Is no evidence of past or
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current sexually transmitted diseases. A speclal test of a hormone known to be
related to sexual urgency is within normal limits.

Father Eckroth's cholestercl level is slightly clevated at 227/mg/dl. It seerns impartant
that Father Eckroth follow a low cholesterol diet.

Overall, our Internist statss that Father Eckroth Is In good health. He notes his
prostatism, which is currently being medicated. He aiso notes the elevated PSA,
which seems adeguately handled with a prostats biopsy four months ago.

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION: As part of our evaluation, we examing

the functioning of the brain sincs the brain mediates all perception and experience.
This was particularly important in Fether Eckroth’s case because it is now weli
documented that neuropsychological impairment is correlated with sexual behavior

disorders.

On the testing Father Eckroth receives a Verbal 1Q score in the very superiar range, a
Performance 1Q score in the very superior range and a Full Scale 1Q scare in the very
superior range. Analysis of test scores reveals that Father Eckroth has no difficulties

in attention and concentration tasks:

Tests of memory function show mixed results. Father Eckroth demonstrates mild -
impairment on delayed recall of verbal materlal. Hls faclity with complex verbal
material is within normal limits but, compared to his superlor 1Q, his memory for
complex verbal material is relatively impaired.

Father Eckroth’s nonverbal memory seams adequate for immediate recall but he
shows mild problems In delayed recall. This is particularly true of his abilities for

remembering complex nonverbal material.

Father Eckroth shows no difflculties on tests that measure abstraction and complex
nanverbal problem solving. There is no evidence of sensory percaptual deficits except
left ear heering problems. Motor skills are within normal limits, Tests that measure
mental flexibility and a higher level executive judgement are also within nommel limits.

Overall, our neuropsychologist states that Father Eckroth shows mild impairment in
verbal and nonverbal memory tasks but otharwise Is neuropsychologically intact, 1t will
be impartant for Father Eckroth and his therapist to take note of his memory difficulties
and devise strategies that will help him get the most out of his treatment.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING: Psychalogical testing is an important part of our
evaluation procedure. It allows us to compare responses that our clients make to
objective norms and to validate our interview impressions through test data.
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Psychological testing is compased of two different parts. Personality testing assesses
a client’s personality frails and the strengths and weaknesses that accompany those
traits. We can also assess the level of psychological distress a client is currently
experiencing. Projective tests assess a client's habitual ways of handling thinking and
emotional processes. It can also point to specific psychological conflict areas.

On one personality test, the MMPI-2, Father Eckroth produces a valid, although
somewhat defenslve, profile. The profile is stmilar to people who are described as
somewhat shy and with sccial inhibitions. People like this are usually excessively
sensltive about what others think and inhibited in their personal relationships. The
tests also suggest that Father Eckroth has a limited range of interests especially as
compared to most priests. He is likely to be less interested in the expression or
discussion of feeiings than his peers. There (s no evidence of clinically significant
levels of depression or anxisty. There is also no evidence of any psychotic disorders.

On another personality inventory, the MCMI-2, Father Eckroth again produces & valid
personality profile. Several major personality irends emerge from this testing. The-
testing suggests that Father Eckroth greatly values mesting the expectations of others,
especially those in autharity, Conforming to the rules and values of others will likely
be emphasized in most areas of his life, The lest results suggest that this personality
trait Is present to such an extent that Father Eckroth will be at risk for sacrificing his
mors independent and negatlve feelings In order to minimize any conilict he feels with
those In authorlty. Fether Eckroth's wish to gain the afirmation of vthers, the tosts
suggest, will help him ease Interpersanal tensions but will also cause him o sacrifice
expressions of resentment or of difficult feslings. The testing also suggests that Father
Eclroth's tendsncy towards soclal withdrawal will thwart his abllity to get his
dependency needs met by peers. It is probable that this has contributed to Father
Eckroth’s using his refalionships with minors as a way to satlsfy these needs.

‘The projective testing suggests that Father Eckroth has a marked tendency to simplify
complex Information so that he may not racognize the nuances or social demands
involved In these situations. An example of this may be Father Eckroth’s
understanding of what it meant ta be so physically inimate with minors in the sauna.
Although Father Eckroth’s assessment of the situation may be correct, it Is imited
becauss it does not Include the sexual nature of these physical contacts.

The test results also suggest that Father Eckroth is &t risk for distorting or
misinterpreting Information more than most adults. This will probably be more
exaggerated when Father Eckroth is confronted with complicated emotlonal situations.

Test rasults further suggest that Father Eckroth has a tendsncy to avold emotional

stimuli when posslble. People such as this are usually quite uncomfortable around
smotion and are at risk for becoming socially isolaled. The test results also suggest
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that Father Eckroth has unusual high capacities to withstand stress. Although this is a
positive charactaristic in people wha do not have prominent psychological problems, it
also suggests that people with psychological problems will be more ditficult to change.
It will be important for Father Eckroth and his theraplist to find ways for Father Eckroth
to experience sufficient stress for him to motivate the behavioral changes necessary to

overcome his difficulties.

DIAGNOSES:
AXIS | 1, Sexual disorder not otherwise specified - uninlegrated
sexuallty.
2. Rule-out pedophilia - homosexual typs.
AXIS I 1. Personality disorder not otherwise spacified with

compulsive, dependent and schizoid traits.

AXIS il 1. Prostatism,
2, Circumscribed neuropsychological deficits in memory
functioning. !
3. Status post hip replacement,

Sum Y AND RECOMME IONS: We recognize that there are several
gpeciic allegations ageinst Father Eckroth-concerning sexual acilvity with fatency ege-
meles. The simllarlty of these allegations and the specificity of them suggests that
they are quite credible. In addition, there is another allegation regarding a sexual
compleint that occurred at another time In Father Eckroth's ife. We therefore believe
there Is a strong possibility that Father Eckroth has engaged in sexually inappropriate
contact with these peopie. However, we take note of Father Ecliroth's denial that this
activity took place. We therefore cannot with certainty diagnose sexual attraction to
minors. Our diagnosls above reflects our understanding that more information Is
nesded to determine if Father Eckroth indeed has this sexual orfentation.

We nevertheless believe that there is substantial evidence that Fether Eckroth has
been sexually inappropriate with minors. His admitted behavior with the male minors
he brought to the sauna suggests that he was touchlng them inappropriately and
allowing them to touch him in the same way. The sexual nature of these physical
intimacles cannot be overooked. Father Eckroth's lack of awareness of this
component of his interaction with these minors suggests to us that, at a minimum, his
sexual fealings are quite unintegrated with the rest of his personality.

The evaluation has elicited several psychosoclal and paychologlceal factors that have
put Father Eckroth at risk for development of a sexusl problem. His early experlence
of sexuel repression and the interruption of the sexual developmental history are risk
factors for these problems. We also belleve that Father Eckroth’s personality structure
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that Inhibits his social interactions and gratifications from peers has probably
contributed to these difflculties as well. In addltion, the psychological testing reveals
sevaral risk factors Including Father Eckroth's tendency to misinterpret Important

information.

Our recommendation is that Father Eckroth come to Saint Luke Instituts for residential
treatment of his lssues particularly his sexual problems. We recommend that Father
Eckroth undergo additional testing es soon as he begins his treaimsnt In order to help
him and the treatment staff undsrstand his sexual orientation more completely. This
testing can be accomplished in the initial stages of his residential stay. We understand
that Father Eckroth has some physical problems that might delay his entry into
residential treatment, It may be that resolution of these physical problems will be
appropriate before he beglns his psychotherapsutic treatment. Untll Fether Eckroth
begins treatment and makes substantlat progress we recammend that he have no
unsupervised contact with minors. We hope to stay In touch with you to form a
treatment plan that will meet Father Eckroth's physical and psychological needs.

Father Eckroth has several imporlant strengths that will help him in his treatment.
Father Eckroth’s intellectual strengths and spiritual strengths will certainty be important
tactars in hig psychological growth,

Ws hope this report 19 of help to you and to Father Eckroth.” If you have any-
guestions or If we can be of other assistance ploase do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Mply Ariar £

Stephen Montana, PhD
Director
Outpatlent Clinlcal Services

SM/ng
cc: Reverend Richard Eckroth
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RICHARD WILLIAM ECKROTH
Mid-August 1993

reported their suspicions that their son
had been involved as a young boy with Richard when at the cabin on

Lake Swenson. The daughter-in-law had told this but they
could get no confirmation of it fror They subsegquently went
to where lives but did not press nim for more information

than he was wliling to give. They suggested that he go for
counseling, which he has done.

September 19, 1993 -- Sunday

Father Dan ward asked to see me at 9:30 a.m. He reported to me his
conversation with the advocate, Maxine Barnett-Cermele. At about
4:40 p.m. I called Prior Mel in the Bahamas to tell him, and we
talked about the best way to approach Richard. Since in these
cases there is the remote possibility of suicide we tentatively
decided that we would find a way of having Richard come in from
Andros to Nassau and I would fly in on Wednesday, September 22,
confront him with the case, and accompany him to a treatment
facllity if possible, or back to Minnesota if unable to get him
into a treatment facility right away.

September 20, 1993 -- Monday

9:15 a.,m. I called St Luke’s Tnstitute, talked with Delia, the
office manager. I told her the case and suggested I thought it
important that we get him into evaluation and treatment as soon as
possible. She was to call me back., My alternative plan is to call
Father Liam Hoare of the Paraclete Fathers and ask the
peossibilities there,

c.9:45 a.m. I called Bishop Lawrence Burke in Nassau, Bahamas and
alerted him to the fact that I am withdrawing Father Richard from
his assignment, but that he should keep this under his hat until I
have had a chance to speak with him face to face. My inclination
as of today is to perhaps go directly to Andros, have Prior Mel
meet me there and together go to Richard, inform him, help him
pack, and return to the U.S. directly from Andros. [Father Mel can
then read a prepared statement to the monastic community in Nassau
informing them of the action and, in general terms, the reason for
the action.]

10:30 a.m. Talked with A.W.R. Sipe. Did not give him Richard's
name but asked for alternatives to St Luke'’s and Paraclete’s. He
suggested Institute of Living in Hartford, Ct with Father Jim Gill,
or Menninger Foundation in Topeka, Kansas with Glen Gabbard.

c. 1:30 p.m. Dr. Carol Farthing of St Luke‘’s called with news of
arrangements for Richard to go to St Iuke’s on Oct. 3 for
evaluation and in November for residency program if so evaluated.
I then +talked with Delia, office manager, about various
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arrangements as included here.

EVALUATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR RICHARD ECKROTH

At St Luke’s Institute
Suitland, Maryland

Date: October 3, 1993 between 1 and 4 p.m. at Washington National
{(best if he not arrive on Saturday)

October B8, 1993 feedback;
1:30 p.m. team meets
2:30 p.m. team with Abbot Timothy and Richard
Richard should not arrange for airport departure till 6:00

p-m. or later.
Admission not until November

What to bring: street clothes, comfortable shoes, umbrella

Convey travel information to: Tracey at (301)420-73535
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Pather Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
FROM: Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.
RE: travel plans
DATE: September 27, 1993

I spoke with the folks at St Luke’s in Suitland, Maryland, this
morning. If I let them know where you will be staying in
Washington they will arrange to have you picked up at that motel.
Let me know and I will phone them tomorrow.

They suggest that you bring street clothes, comfortable shoes, an
umbrella.

Unfortunately I have discovered that on October 8 I am expected to
be here for the blessing of Sexton Commons. Therefore I will not
be able to be with you and the team for the closing session. When
I talked with them today they gave their o.k., especially since I
have been there before and know their procedures and will more
easlly understand their reports and recommendations. I would have
preferred to be with you to be a support and I have judged 1t
better that I not ask someone else to substitute for me. They will
give me a report on the telephone first, and then a written report
later. Believe me, I will be with you in prayer the whole way. If
you want to stop in and talk about any of this feel free to do so.
Peace.
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EVALUATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR RICHARD ECKROTH

At St Luke’s Institute
suitland, Maryland

Date: October 3, 1993 between 1 and 4 p.m. at Washington National
(best if he not arrive on Saturday)

October 8, 1993 feedback;
1:30 p.m., team meets
2:30 p.m. team with Abbot Timothy and Richard
Richard should not arrange for airport departure till 6:00
p.m. or later.
Admission not until November
What to bring: street clothes, comfortable shoes, umbrella

Convey travel information to: Tracey at (301)420-7395
&ﬁ?ﬂ,t‘ (eptrt A
&mir o
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

September 27, 1993
br. catherine Turner
St Luke Institute
Suitland, Maryland
FAX: 301-967-39513
Dear Dr. Turner:
Following 1s a page of confidential notes concerning Father Richard
Eckroth in preparation for his evaluation at 8t Luke‘s. Thanks for
your aseistance.
Sincerely in christ,

(Pt tdat )

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S5.B.

3 paes cludmy His one

PHONE 612 363-2544 <Y FAX 612 363-3082
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Mr. & Mrs, , with Maxine
October 10, 1993 3:00 P.M. to ¢.4:00 P.M.

Met with Mr. & Mrs. and son along with Maxine. Mrs.
is stepmother, his mother having died in the early
70s. Mr. held a job in the Twin Cities and wasn’t home much

in those days because he had to support his family. He said his
grandmother had moved in to take care of the children. I’m not
sure if he meant grandmother or Mr. - arandnother.
lives in He is
, but under medication that seems to be working. He 1s
looking to move into his own apartment when he can get the subsidy
he needs for this. He is working, I believe he said it was for
a former Fingerhut building, where he packs knives, forks,
spoons, for shipping. Tt is, it seems, a less than minimum wage
job but he believes he is the best worker there. He does a lot of
volunteer work for neighbors, especially for one older woman,
because he wants God to see that he is doing gocod deeds. He used
to do drugs, but it was not clear to me whether this was hard drugs
or pot or a combination. He now smokes one cigarette a day and
laughs about wanting to guick the habit altogether. He sees his
counsellor once a week who assures him that he is not homosexual
nor a bad person.

tells what happened to him about 20 years ago. He says he was
about 6 or 7, now he is 27, I believe., He began by saying he
didn’t remember the name of the priest but Richard sounds right to
him. At one point he called him Robert. The incident he recalls
was a trip to a cabin. He described it as a place on a hill with
a slope down to the lake. In the cabin there was a loft where the

boys and Richard slept while a girl slept on a top double
decker bed in the lower part of the cabin. He says he was in bed
with Richard as was one of the boys. It seens brother

was in another bed. In the middle of the night, he says,
Richard placed hand on Richard’s penis. felt it but
then pulled away. Arter that, ‘ was on his stomach and Richard
got on top of him and placed his penis in "my butt." Tt hurt and

he started wimpering. Richard, he says, placed a pillow over his
head to guiet him. He says that after it was over they prayed for

awhile and thinks Richard knew it was wrong and wanted to pray
now. When this praying happened isn’t guite clear to me. The next
day when went to the bathroom he bled and saw blood in his

stool. ke was afraid he was bleeding to death. When I asked him
about the bathroom he couldn’t remember whether there was an
outhouse or if they just went in the woods. They went swimming and
the water made it hurt all the more. He didn’t want to be in the
water. They were playing a game of dunking each other. Richard
had told that if he told anyone what happened it would be a
great sin and thought that if a priest said this it must be
true. In the dunking game Richard held in the water and he
got some water in his lungs, he says. Richard told him that
accidents do happen especially if someone commits the great sin of
telling. He never told anyone of this later on but did have
nightmares about it.
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Mr. & Mrs. and page 2

Later on he remembers that Wilma the housekeeper at St Augustine’s
rectory told him that if he wanted candy he should get it from her
and not from Richard. He thinks Wilma knew something funny was
going on with Richard and was trying to protect him from anything
bad happening. HNothing further happened to him and that was the
only time he went to the cabin with Richard. He thinks Wilma
talked his grandmother into not letting Richard take them anymore,
though this seems very speculative. He spoke of Richard as a goad
priest who had this one problem, who would have been a good priest
if it hadn’t been for this mental iliness. He admired Richard
because he was so good with the kids, and he referred to him at one
point as playing the guitar.

became conscious of this when he heard about the Porter case.
His father showed him an article in the paper and his reaction was
intense. He threw the paper aside and said he didn’t want to think

about this. Then he heard about tha boys through his
stepnether who had talked to . Since this happened to
the boys, according to her, he believed that it happened to

him as well, that his nightmares were founded in a painful reality,
that he wasn’t making it up. 1 believe he said he has not talked
with the boys (now men) about 1it.

Mr. has real problems with all of this. According to his
wife of 12 years he sleeps poorly and rehearses it often. He needs
couselling, she says. Part of the problem antidates what happened
to or his knowledge of what happened to ., He was in the
service -- and I‘m not certain for which war ~- and was a volunteer
on occasion to go with a group to wipe out what I would interpret
to be snipers, He hinted broadly that his involvement was in
killing those who had killed our men and that he had done this on
a volunteer basis, clearly a matter that disturbs him to this day.
Add to this what happened to his son and you have a man who is
in need of counselling. understands his own mental illness as
something he cannot controi alone, while he says that Richard’s he
should be able to control.

We all encouraged Mr. to seek counselling and Maxine said she
would help him find someone suitable. I offered to have Maxine and
Dan Ward work out an agreement whereby we would pay for this
counselling. In the name of the community I asked forgiveness for
what happened to and promised to help where I could. I told
them I had gone to the Bahamas and returned with Richard and that
I bave had him evaluated and will pursue the necessary course of
action with him. I did not add any evaluation of what the
conclusions were in his regard.
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Father Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
October 9, 1993 in the morning (Saturday)

Father Richard called me and asked to see me. He came to my office
to talk about the evaluation he had had the day before at St Luke’s
Institute in Suitland, Maryland. He is prepared to return there
according to their recommendations, or to another such program if
the abbot judges that best. St Luke’s can’t take him until around
christmas time, =o he will pursue having his hip surgery taken care
of. He should be up and around in time to go., I made it clear
that I cannot place his somewhere that would pose a danger to
anyone else. He thought that if he could go back to the Bahamas
and live in the monastery that he would not be endangering anyone
and I told him I would have to evaluate that. He agreed to finding
someone in the community with whom he can talk and the likelihood
is that will be R.P.
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2013
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

Dear

During cus =seting ¢n 4 Octcrher 1854, you exprassed youx
willingness ts skare with —e and with our lawyasrs your
rasearch cr cxildzen whe kad beern associabad with Fr.

Richazd Ec¢kscitk in the earliy '70's.

We are ncw at the stage cf cur corotinuing ressesxch inte
tte material which you provided where it woull be vexy
‘helpful if vsu could shaze thesa ovexlays witil ze, so
t=at I cculsd provide tham to cur lawyers., Froz yaoux
descripticn, I would gatier that I would alsc =zed some

w-itten exgplazation of those overlays.

E_essirgs a»d peacea!

C 7
%i“ ek XRelly, 0.5.B.

: P - 2 X 512 363-3082
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NOVEMEER 18,1994

JEFF ANDERSON : ™ g

PAGE 2

” ’ \
AT COUNTY AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS/WHO WERE DEALING WITH
MY SON'S CARE.I HAD TALKED WITH jROSS BAKER, MHE ORIGINAL
STEARNS COUNTY INVESTIGATOR (NOW DECEASED),/WHOSE COLLECTION
OF NOTES, PHOTQGRAPHS FROM ANOTHER FAMILY.“SEEMED TO HAVE
DISAPPEARED OYER THE YEARS. I ALSO TOLD KELLY OUR FAMILY WOULD
BE QUITE EASY TO DISCOUNT AS MY WIFE HAD BEEN HOSPITALIZED
AND MEDICATED FOR MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEMS FOR THIRTY OF OUR
35 YEARS OF MARRIAGE. I TOLD HIM THAT NO ONE WOULD PICK UP
A PHONE A CALL FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THIS GUY ECKROTHSAMD
THAT WHEN I HAD GONE TO SEE MY SON'S FORMER SOCIAL WORKER
ABOUT ADVICE ON LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH DOCTORS WH HAD IN-PATIENT
STATUS WITH THE LOCAL HOSPITAL THAT THE SOCIAL WORKER HAD
SAID TO ME THAT "AFTER READING THE STUFF COMING OUT OF ST JOHN'S
RECENTLY, UP HERE WE DON'T THINK YOUR SO CRAZY AFIER ALL." I
ALSO TOLD THE ABBOT THAT THE PLACEMENT OF DUNSTAN MOORSE IN
MY WORKPLACE AS AN EDITOR ON 2 SEPTEM3ER HAD AN ADYERSE EFFECT
ON MY PERSON AS WELL AS ON THAT OF MY CO-WORKERS, AND THAT I DID
NOT WANT TO SEZ MOORSE, FINIAN MCDONALD OR ECKROTH FUNCTIONING
AT ANY FUTURE TIME AS PRIESTS. I TOLD HIM THAT IF I WAS WRONG
ABOUT ECKROTH I COULD NOT MAKE APOLOGIES OR AMENDS IF I LIVED
20 LIFETIMES ON MY KNEES. I BELIEVE I AM RIGHT.

THE ABBOT SAID HE WAS SORRY AND HE NEVER KNEW FOR I5-16 YEARS
OF KNOWING ME THAT I HAD CARRIED THIS SORT OF BURDEN.

SOME RECENT CHRONOLOGY.
OCTOBER 20,1993: TELLS ME "DON'T.BE TOO HASTY IN CALLING
A LAWYER. I WilLL HWAVE SOMETHING TO TELL YOUTHAT WILL
BLOW YOUR MIND." (HIS DAUGHTER'S ALLEGATION OF
PENETRATION BY ECKROTH
MAY 10, I99%4 . TELLS ME EWR IN MARYLAND CARE CENTER
PRIEST DIRECTOR NAUGHTON CALLS ME INTO OFFICE AND INQUIR:
A TO WHETHER 1'D SEE ABBOT KELLY
AND MAY 8TH SEE K
SAYS WANTS TO TALK

SAME WEEK,
WITH ME . I SEE AND TELL MIM I BELIEVE HIM AND

HIS SONS. NOLITE NON CARBORUNDUM BASTARDI.

:PRIEST DIRECTOR AS5KS THAT I VISIT WITH ABBOT, HIMSELF

MAY 17, 1994
AND ABBEY-UNIVERSITY PRIEST COUNSELOR(RENE MCGRAW).

ASKS ""WHAT WOULD PUT MY MIND AT EASE?" I TELL HIM

A CONFRONTATION WITH EWR, A SON WITH A WHOLE MIND, THAT
I WOULD NOT SEE THE ABEEY PEOPLE WITHOUT HAVEING
LEGAL COUNSEL ALONG

MAY 16/30 ' LETTER RE EWR

JUNE I0 WIlrs v nuaor ITAL WITH SODE

JUNE 23 IWIFE DISCHARGED TO HOME " ON

JULY 10 WIFE TO U OF M ADULT PSYCH ON

JULY 22 ;FAMILY TOLD WIFE HAS 5
THAT IS IRREVERSIBLE-mtus AND MAR CHECKED-WE MEDICATED
PER INSTRUCTIONS

JULY 29 :WIFE DISCHARGED FROM U OF M HOSPITAL
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NCVEMBER I8, I9¢hL PAGE 3

CHRONOLOGY

AUGUST I0-17,1994: REENTERS U CF M HOSPITAL—D[SORIENTAT&ON
NOW TOTALLYPARANOID
SEPTEMBER I-9 WIFE IN ST.CLOULD HOSPTIAL THEN WRTC

SERT 28 JA3BOT KELLY LETTER *NO RETALIATION"
tRECEIVED NOTICE OF JOB BEING CUT RESPONSIBILITY

SEPT 30
WISE IN REGARD CONVENTION TRAFFIC- IT TOOK I96&4-
1994 TO GET SOME HELP...THIRD TIME I'VE HAD A
DEPARTMENT MADE OF MY PERSONAL WORK

CCTOBER 2 :LETTER TO KIDS & FAMILY RE 28 SEPTEMBER LETTER

OCTOBER &4 IVISIT WITH ABBOT KELLY

OCTOBER IO-I4 WANTS QUESTIONSWITH VISIT TO KELLY
31 » 'ABBOT KELLY'S 2ND LETTER...ABSOLUTELY TURNED
CONVERSATION 160 OEGREES. I WILL NOT HELP

ST (MOHN'S LAWYERS DEFEND EWR
CALLS IN REGARD EWR PCLYGRAPH QUESTIONS-UP ALL

NIGHT

NOVEMBER 1 *QUESTIONS PREPARED-COFY TO
THAT I AM TO TELL NO ONE OF PLANNEL POLYGRAPH WITH EWR

AS "IT couln SCARE HIM OFF" DOES NOT WANT ME TO SEE
\S SHE IS DEPRESSED THIS TIME OF YEAR

CCTCBER

44se NAMES ON LIST/HALF ARE HOSPITALIZED OR HANGING ON
OR DECEASED '

DO SPECIAL ACCOUNTS OF C.P./ I0HN MrNAMARA FNR ANMNRERGAN
WE NEED A LAWYER IF NOT FOR

NOVEMBER 17 tSEE WIFE'S S0CIAL WORKER
:SAW DOUG PEARCE WITH STEARNS SHERIFF QFFICE. HE CANNOT

TELL ME IF THE POLYGRAPH WENT OFF OR NOT, OR
WHETHER EWR PASSED /FAILED. CONFIDENTIAL

NOVEMBER 16

JEFF, IT WOULD DO MY ENTIRE OUTLOOK 50 MUCH GOQD TO SEE YOU
GET A WIN FOR THE PAMILY., I WILL FOLLOW UP WITH A TAPE
ON A LESS-THAN-WILLING WITNESS, ON MCNAMARA, AND SOME QF THESE KIDS,
AND MY RECALL OF THE 1982 MEETING WITH JEROME THEISEN IN REGARD BOTH

ECKROTH AND MCDONALD.

I WI NOT RESng; TO\THE ABBOT'S LETTER OF THE 3IST. IF YOU CAN'T
TAK UR CASF A FAMILY, THEN PLEASE SUGGEST AN ALTERNATE

LA

TEL:
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NOVEMBER I, 1994

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS TO RAISE IN REGARD THE RICHARD W, ECKROTH
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION.

Q: IN 1957, DID YOU EVER QUESTION YOUNG COLLEGE FRESHMEN oRr
PREPARATORY STUDENTS ABOUT WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF MEN HAVING SEX

WITH OTHER MEN OR YOUNGER BOYS?

Q: WERE YOU TEZACHING PHILOSOPHY INTRODUCTORY COURSES AT THE
COLLEGE LEVEL IN 1956=577

DO YQU RECALL YOUR FORMER TEACHER FROM MANDAN,MORTH DAKOTA,
SISTER MAROLD? ’

Q: OID YOU MASSAGE YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS AT THE ABBEY-OWNED,
SWENSEN CABIN IN THE CASS LAKE AREA?

Q: DO YOU RECALL & SAUNA REBUILT FROM A FORMER HORSZ BARN?
)

Q: DID YOU MASSAGEZ THE BUTTOCKS, BACK, PENIS,SCROTUM, THE PUBIS
OF ANY YOUNG CHILD IN THE BARN-=-SAUNA?

G- DID YOU ENCOURAGE YOUNG CHILDREN TO TAKZ SAUNAS IN THE NUOE

WITH YOU PRESENT?

Q+ ARE YOU ALSO NUDE DURING THOSE TIMES?

=

Q: DID YOU "SKINNY DIP"™ WITH YOUNG CHILDREN?
Q: DID YOU WEAR A SPEEDO SWIMSUIT? A ™FIG LEAFY BIKINI?

DID YOU ENCOURAGE YOUNG CHJLDREN TO PLAY GAMES WHICH INVOLVED
UNDRESSING AND THEN WEARING TIGHTS, COSTUMES YOU PROVIDED?

Q+ WERE YOUR T[/T-GHTS BLACK IN COLOR?

Qs DID YOU ENCOURAGE JUST THE YOUNG BOYS TO SAUNA WITH YOU NUDE?
OR DID YOU ENCOURAGE BOTH YCUNG BOYS AND YOUNG GIRLS TO SAUNA
WITH YOU IN THE NUDE?

Q: DID YOU THEN WSKINNY DIPY IN THE LAKE NUDEZ IN THE SNOW NUDE?

Q: DID YOU FONDLE THE BOYS? DID YOU SUGGEST ORAL SEX OF THEM ON
YOURSELF? DID YQU PENETRATE AT ANY TIME EITHER THE GIRLS OR
THE BOYS?

Q: DID YOU THREATEN ANY CHILD WITH THE WARNING THAT "THEIR PARENTS
WOULD GO TO HELL IF THEY TOLD?" DID YOU THREATEN TO BEAT THEM
PHYSTICALLY?

Q: DID YOU TELL THEM THAT YOU WOULD HAVE THEIR FATHER FIRED FROM
HIS ST.JOHN'S JOB IF THEY EVER TOLD? OR THAT THE WHOLE FAMILY

WOULD STARVE TO DEATH IF THEY TOLD?

DID YOU TAKE THE YOUNGER GIRLS TO THE LOFT BEDROOM? DO YOU
REMEMBER THEIR STANDING NAKED IN THE MICDLE OF THE BED? DO
YOU REMEMBER TOUCHING ONE OF THEM BETWEEN HER THIGHS?
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NOVEMBER I, 199% PAGE 2

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS-ECKROTH POLYGRAPH-

Q¢ DID YOU SEXUALLY PENETRATE WITH YOUR PENIS OR WITH YCUR
FINGER ANY CNE OF THCS5E YOQUNG GIRLS?

Q: DID YOU EVER "BLOW YOUR STACK'' IN ANGER QVER A CHILD PLAYING
L3

WITH HIS/HER FOCD? pgSphddion Gomny 4.2/ c'd//(f»u/c m hand-T

Q: ARE YOU AWARE THAT AN EXAMIMG DOCTOR OF PSYCHIATRY HAD ALERTED
THE ABBOT BALDWIN TO YOUR "PROBLEMATIC INCLINATIONS' PRIOR
TO YOQOUR ORDINATION, FIRST ASSIGNMENT, AND SUBSEQUENT REASSIGNMENTS?

Q: DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR ACTIVITIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN TO BE
ABERANT?
R

fpasasas

Q: DID YOU SEXUALLY MOLEST _CNAME 40+KIDSJ)*?

HWE ARE ABLE TO PRCVIDE THE INTERVIEWER WITH 40-45
NAMES OF YOUNG PEQPLE NOW IN THEIR MID THIRTIES WHO
SHARED THE COMMON EXPERIENCE OF BEING AT THE ST.JOHN'S
OWNED CA3IN IN THE CASS LAKE AREA...,

THE CHILDREN CAME FROM 2I FAMILIES IN THE PARISH OF
ST JOSEPH, COLLEGEVILLE, ST CLOUD AREAS. OF THE 40+
YOUNG PEOPLE '
2 YOUNG -GIRLS ARE DECEASED
MURDERS ; ,
2 YOUNG WOMEN ATTEMPTED SUICIDE IN THEIR
LATE MIGR SCHOOL YEARS
4 BOYS ARE SUICIDES BY THE AGE 21
3 80YS ARE DECZEASED BY VEHICULAR ACCIDENTS BEIWEEN
IS AND 21 YEARS OF AGE
7 BOYS WENT ON TO RECURRENT MSNTAL HEALTH INSTI-
TUTIONALIZATIONS (I OF WHOM WAS CONVICTED OF
ATTEMPTED RAPE AT KNIFE POINT)
14 BOYS AND GIRLS BECAME HEAVILY ENMESSED IN DRUE
USE AND THE SALE OF DRUBS (WITH ONLY I BOY
BEING JAILED AS A FORMAL DRUG DISTRIBUTOR)

1aspaznane
HEERSN

ONE OF THE "PRIMARY" FEMALE VICTIMS HAS SAID,AFTER HEARING
THE ABOVE QUESTIONS, "IF THAT PRIEST SAYS "™WO"™ TO ANY OF THE
FIRST 22 QUESTIONS..,HE CSCKROTH) HAS TO BE A PATHOLOGICAL LIAR.'

Q: WERE YOU AWARE THAT THE BISHOP OF THE BAHAMAS AND HIS CHANCELLOR
HAD BEEN WARNED 8Y A LAYPERSON ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITIES AS EARLY

AS I9B2-837?

Q: ARE YOU AWARE THAT ABBOT JEROME THEISEN WAS MADE PRIVY TO
THE ABOVE ACCUSSATIONS ON I2 JqULY I5827?

Q: DO YOU FEEZL ANY REMORSE?
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NOVEMBER I, 1I9%4 . FAGE 3

THE PREPARER QF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS HAD REPORTED BITS AND

PIECES OF THE ABOVE TO APPROPRIATE RESPONSIBLE PARTIES OVER THE

THE PERIOD OF THE L&ST SIXTEEN AND ONE HALF YEARS..,FAMILY DOCTOR,

A LOCAL PSYCHIATRIST, COUNTY SOCTAL WORKER(S), SH”RIFF'S INVEST IGATOR .
CONFESSIONALLY TO FRS, GODGREY AND DANIZL, ABT.JEROME THEISEN AND
ABT.TIMOTHY KELLY AND HAD QUESTIONED FORMER ABT.BALDWIN DWORSHAK, ALOM
WITH STATE HOSPITAL CAREGIVERS BEYOND COUNTING.

THE FATHER OF 4 OF THESE CHILDREN BELIEVES

XECKROTH TO BE A COMPOSITE OF A PORTER-ABRAMSON-ECCELSON

WITH THE DIFFERENCE BEING THAT NOT ALL OF ECKROTH'S YICTIMS
ARE YET ALIVE...HARDLY DID THOSE VICTIMS SURVIVE THEIR TEEN
YEARS
RECKROTH TO BE A PSYCHOLOGICAL "TRIGGER" IN THE LIVES

OF LO+ YOUNG PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES WERE NEARLY BLOTTED OUT,

WHO HAD NO SELF-ESTEEM, AND USED DRUGS AND ALCOHOL TO COVER
WHAT OVHERS COULD NOT SEE
XTHAT HIS SON'S "...NOTHING HAPPENED. I DON'T WANT TO TALK ABOUT
IT..." DENIAL SHOULD BE CUT THROUGH AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE
HIS SON RELIEVED BY "RE-LIVING"™ HIS SAUNA EXPERIENCE ON SITE
HTHAT A CHECK SHOULD BE RUN OF NAMES OF YOUNG FECPLE WHO

HAVE BEEN CLIENTS OF THE STEARNS COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES,

THE CHILDREN'S HOME, AND VARIOUS MENTAL HEALTH CENTRES

IN THIS STATE
2THAT A CHECK OF THE WIDE RANGE OF FAMILIES OF DIFFERENT
OCCUPATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL BACKGRQUNDS COULD NOT HAVE
ISSUED CHILDREN COINCIDENTALLY BROUGHT TOGETHER AT CNE PLACE
WITH ONE PERSON AND LIVE SUCH CRUSHING, GRIEF-FILLED LIVES.

K
ATTACHED PLEASE FIND.. COPIES OF TwWO LETTERS RECEIVED FROM TWO YOUNG
WOMEN AND XEROX COPIES OF PHOTOS DATED I97I1-7L.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

February 9, 1994

Sister Mary Miller

8t John Chrysostom Parish
Fresh Creek

Andros, BAKAMAS

Dear S9lster Mary:

Tt has been some monthe now since my trip to the Bahamas
and much has happened in the meaptime. I've been away
from the sbbey gquite a bit lately, to do a visitation at
one of the U.S. abbeys and just now to the annual abbotse®
meeting, thils year in Atchison, Kansasg.

Your work on Andros is certainly appreciated by the
people there, I am assured, and I know how good it would
be to have the gupportive presence of a priest. I am
glad that those from St Augustine's are still able to go
there weeskende and theix long stay in the Bahamas surely
gives them the kind of familiarity with the people and
the gituation that can help to continue a strong faith
there. In God's own wayas the falth will go on end we can

trust in that.

Father Richard is recovering nicely from his hip surgery
and is doing well. As I mentioned on the phone, it is
very unlikely that he will be returning to the Bahamas so
whataver plans need to be made for the future should be
made without the expeatation of his return.

Thank you for your continued interest in the work there
and your prayers for Father Richard and for the abbey.

I ask God to continue to bless ycu and let you be a
blessing to the people with whom you work for many years

to gome. Peace.

Sincerely in Christ,

(_;}mf?fz A 3
Abbot T thy Relly, O.5.B.

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 ISR FAX 612 363-3082
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St.John Chrysostom Parish
I'resh Creek

Andros, Bahamas

January 13, 1994

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Thank you for returning my call concerning Father Richard.
I was getting mixed messages and I felt that Father Richard was
not being told that he would net be returning. Thank you for

setting me straight.

After talking with you I wrote to Father and,as gently as I
could, suggested that he ask one of his brother priests to pack
his personal belengings to be sent to Nassau and that I would
send him directly anything he needed or wented right away. I also
asked him to give us an outline of what he plamnned to do to finish
the building at Behring Point so that we could gradually work at it

according to his plan.
It is difficult without a resident priest, however, Fathers
Silvan and Fintan have been wonderful. As Fr. Silvan has worked

here before and knows out island life, he has been very helpful.
Fr. Mel has come only once so far, but 1 expect he will be coming

again.

The people here are constantly asking sbout Father Richard
and how lie is doing with his therapy etc. Prayers are always
being offered for him. He is missed.

Thank you again for helping me know where I stand in the
midst of all of this.

In Christ,

,J.;?&a, Yoo by T ks

Il
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

February 28, 199%4

Father Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooke Drive

Sultland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Father Richard:

Just thought I'd drop a line and let you konow you are
deep in my thoughts and prayerse with the hopa that the
process is going well. With all of the ice and snow in
the Washington area of late I'm not sure how you are
getting outaide, but perhaps by now spring is on the way
there and the snows of Minnesota are only a memory.

Tuegday, tomorrow, begins the viaitation here and it will
continue until March 8. On the 10th T head off to Taiwan
and then to Japan. I'll see Cyprian Weaver in Taipei and
then meet Kieran Nolan for a short trip to Hokaido, then
back to Tokyo to visit the brethren there. I'll be in
Asla only 12 days this time, a fast trip with lots of
travel while there and likely to be somewhat tiring. But
:T-do look forward té what the Lord is doing with'uas there
and that makes it all worthwhile.

Let me knmow how things are going. I'm interested. This
18 certain to be at leant a different Lent for you but
one that leads all the way to a reeurrection of peaceful
calm. Believe it, even if it doesn't seem so clear right
now. You are held in esteem here because of your
genercgity and I look forward to your return with a new
vision of the freedem that is really you and youra.

Peace and every good blessing.

Sincerely in c%
Q’

t Timothy Kelly, Q0.S.B.

TR/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 D FAX 612 363-3082
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SAINT JOIIN'S ABBEY

St. Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746
NDear Father Abbot,

Your letterof February 2Bth reached me today,
and T am very grateful te you for it, for the con-
tinued support and concegn you expressed in it, It
was two weeks ago today that I arr ived at St. Luke’s,
and already I am not the newest patient here, for
three, no four other patients have already arrived
since my arrival, When I came there was still a
lot of snow and ice on the ground, but that disapp-
eared with a few warm days; but yesterday a new
storm has blown in, Everything today is white and
icy, just like my last view of Mitnmesota. All the
gchools in this area were again ¢losed, and wisely
sa with the roads so lcy and dangerous. The schools
here had already lost 8 days to the earlier snows,
and the sch ocols have cancelled all holidays, even
the traditional Raster break. Thiés dres not affect
our program at St. Luke's except for the few staff
peopde who are not able to get in.

YOU ASK HOW things are golng, 1 feel they are
going well enough. I llave been very warmly received
by the staff and fellow patients and em finding it
easier aud easler to share my own problems. I marvel
at the confidentmanner irn which the patients share
their problems, making it all the eaaler for a new
one like myself teo open myself. We go out to varlous
Addition gatherimggs In Washington just about every
night of the week, and here we get the experience of
lay men add women sharing their proglems and supperting
one another by their lov e and concern. GSome of
the initial classes also help me to share my stody
with the group and identify with the other members
of the class as they present themselves. Thanks
for this opportunity for me to know myself better;
and I expect to come out of this experience a better
person and & better monk.

Have a nice trip to the confreres in th e orient,

I .
IN iy, 677
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015
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nstitute

February 8, 1994

CONFIDENTTAL

Rev. Richard Eckroth, 0SB
St. John's Abbey

P.0. Box 2015
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Eckroth:

We look forward to your arrival on February 16. 1894. To facililate your
entry into Saint Luke Institute, we would like for you to Jmow the fellowing:
If any medications are needed, they will be preseribed

here and administered at our medical clinic. Therefore,

we ask that you not bring eny over—the-counter medications

or vitimins and only a small supply of prescribed medications.

which will be turned aver to our clinic. Also, anything

which has an alcohol content cannot he used by any patient
here. Therefore, we ask that you not bring any celogne.
perfume, mouthwash, or over-the~counter product which has

any form of alcohol as a listed ingredient.

Transportation will be provided, therefore please do not

bring your car to the Institute.

3 Socause you will be exercising at least twice a week,

we recomend bringing a bathing suit and suitable

leisure attire (for instance: shorts, 'sports shirts,

jogring attire, and sneekers or casual shoes).

'S If you use a special pillow because of allergies. please
bring the pillow to be used while a resident at Saint Luke
Institute.

5 Because of the duration of the program, it is important to

bring enough seasonal clathing.

1.

2420 Brooks Drive s Suilfand, Maryand 20746-5204 » (301) 967-3700 » FAX: (301} 967-3359
Affiliated with [he Daughlers of Charity, Nationa! Heallh System
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Page 2

§, Because this is a hospital, we have a controlled diet with no

caffeine and no sugar.

7. - For your protection, and the protection of the resident communfity,
the contents of your personal belongings will be reviewed upon your
adnission.

8, DPlease plan on arriving at Saint Iuke Instiiute by noon to allow
for the processing involved in your admittance.

Again, we look forward to your arrival on February 18th. Please inform
Bornie Connor, Coordinator of Admissions (301) 420-7395, of your travel plans.
She will arrange transportation for you from the airport. If there are any
prablems when you arrive at the airport, please call our main hospiial number,
(301) H67-3760, and the receptionisi will belp you. Our entire staff wishes you
well as you begin the program. - .

Sincerely,

.%W— A
ie Conmor

Coordinator of Admissions

cc:‘/Rig‘ht Rev. Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Agreement records the agrsamen® of assistance
pffered and provided by St. John‘s Rbbey to d

or payment of counseling. The parties agree that this
memorandum and the past and futurae payment for counseling are not
admissions of any wrongful act by St. John‘e Abbey, its related
organizationa or any of its members and are not admissible as
evidence of liakility or fault againet St. John’s Abbey, its
related organizations or any of ite members in any legal action.

1. §t. John‘s Abbey will pay for previcusly unpaid counseling

fees owing teo , for
gervices to date, in the amount of $ .

2. &t. John’s Abbey will pay for 24
individual and marriage counseling for a perlod of one additional
year ending February 12, 1995 in an amount not to exceed

§1,000.00.

3. All billing should be sent direct to:
Abbot
Box 2015

St.. John’s Abbay
Collegeville, HN 56321

Dated;

st. John’s Abbey -

by

Its Abbat
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STIPULATION AND RBLEAEE

ind the Order of Saint Benedict
*y gtipulate and agree ags followd:

(nereinafter "the partias
WHEREAS /,+\df**‘1h4”*
1. and _ of the
Order ot Saint Bemedict and allegepidsssres sustained
psychological, emoticpal, end other injuries as a
result of certain avents hildren: and
‘Q’n‘” -pq

2. The Order of Saint Benadist huea Aamiad Taral "‘ability

for ary <damages to . or other
members of their family; and

1€ raguested that the Order. of Saint
Benadict pay for on-going coungeling and therapy plue
support until his proposed retirement date of January

1, 1995! and

4. The Order of Saint Benedict wishes to pay for
renmonable tharapy and counseling sxpenses incurred
ﬁ and other members of

s family and to provide mupport until his proposed
retirement date of January 1, 1895,

THERIFORE, the partias sgree and stipulate as follows:

1. hall ¢entinue
Order of Saint Benedict on leave with full vav
uncil Japuary 1, 1995, As
with full pay, he shall be eligiile ror all employee
benefits except as noted below.

sgrees that he shall retire on January
1, 1995, rrom all employment with the Ordex of
gaint Benedict, Upon retirameat,
ghall ba eligible foxr all health benefits and
seeumulated sick leave given to an smployas xetiring at
+ha same participation level as other employees with
accumulated seniority.

3. agrees not to make anv claimg acainar

the Order us caint Benedict for
or , He -==11 ha alimible to

apply Ior mecicai digsbility. I

racaives medical disability, the fingencial terms of
of this Agreement ghall kerminate and new terms
shall be nagotiatad in 2ccord with the provisions
of the medical disability.
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4. Neither this Agreement or the fact of payment
ghall be admissible at trial for any purposes,

- axpredsly intend
and agree that this Agreement includes & Rélumse of all
their claimg srising from incidents invclving
their children and monks of the Order of Saint
Benedict, including but not limited to, olaims
for knoewn, unknown, latent, daveloped and undevaloped
injuries; enticipated mnd unanticipated
conseguences, and known and unknown developments
of such injuries; and claims as respect the nature
axtant and permenency of any of such injuries.

5. The Parties agree that the existence of thia
Agreement &nd its terms and conditions =+3 to be
hald in skrict confidence. _ and

sgree not to disclose tne existencs of this
Agresment, its terms and conditions to any
individval, except te their attornsys, accountants,
tax consultancs, s:ate and federal tax authoritiles
or as may be raquirxsd by law) and the Crder of Saint
Benadict also agrees not to disglose the existence
of this agreemant axcept os is necessary to their
accountants, auditors, state and federal tax
authorities, their managers, officers and board of
directors, or board of trusteses, insursra, attcrneys
or as may be required by law ¢r in dafense of tha
Order or its members from amy claim, suit or cther
legal action initiated by the children ox their

spouses of

patad:

Subscribad and eworn te before me this __ day of

Datad THE ORDER COF SAINT BENBDICT

Timothy Xelly
Preslident
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Saint Luke Institute

Confidential February 18, 1994

Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
Abhot

St John's Abbey

P.O. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Re:  Reverend Richard Eckroth

8Ll #12814
Admission Date; 2/16/94

Dear Abbot Kelly:

With this letter | would like to inform you that Father Richard Eckroth has arrivad at
Sairt Luke Institute and Is adapting to the Inpatient Program. Aiso, as the Director of
the Inpatiert Depariment | would like to welcome you as the concarned recipient of
the progress reports of Father Eckroth's treatment and Introduce some of the staff

who will be working with him.

Frank Valcour, MD is the monitoring. psychiatrist and Mr. Richard Bakker, MA, CCDC,
CPC is Father Eckroih's individual therapist. Mr. Bakker will coordinate Fathar
Eckroth’s treatment and will correspond with you manthly regarding the progress he is
making during his stay at the Saint Luke Institute. Pleass fesl free to contact Mr.
Bakker if you have any questions about his treatment grogress. Father Eckroth s
length of stay will be epproximatsly seven months.

Please be assured of cur preyers for you and for the fine work you do [n the service of
Christ's Church,
Sincerely,

|, Gurlis C.Biyant, :
. Director, Inpatlent Clinical Serwcas i

CB/ng'
cc: Reverend Richard Eckroth

2420 Brooks Dtlve ¢ Sultiand, Maryland 20746-5294 a (301) B87-3700 a FAX: {307) 967-3953
Afflilated wth the Daughtera of Chevity, National Heallh System
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

7 BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 30, 1994

Dear
I was away from the Abbey for ten days and before that was quite busy so I have not been able
to wrile to you again.

Ordinarily, when a certain point in therapy payments has been reached, I ask those concemed
to come to some agreement with me about the continuation of payment for therapy, based on
the signing of an agreement between the Abbey and the people receiving therapy. As of today,
if my records are correct, we have paid $5125.00 for your therapy.

1 would be happy o meet with you to discuss what you se¢ as your therapy needs and to have
you sign off on an agreement that we would come to about any future therapy needs you may

have.

The Abbey will continue to pay for therapy needs you may have until May 15, 1994, even
without this agreement. Following that date, we will be returning any bills we receive to your

therapist.

Sincerely ygg;_}; >
Q@my Kcﬂy%O.S.'B.

cc: Dr. Sarah M., Gibson, PsyD

PHONE 612 363-254¢ (IIENESENEED FAX 612 363-3082
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Saint Luke Institute
May 19, 1994

CONFIDENTIAL

Abbot Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
Abbot
St. John's Abbey

PO Box 2015

Coliegeville, MN 58321
Re:  Reverend Richard Eckroth

SLI No: 12814
Admission Date: 2-16-94
Discharge Date: 5-8-84

Dear Father Abbot:

Thank you for your responsiveness and visit on May 9, 1994, We appreciated the !
opperiunity to discuss with you in detall the circumstances around Father Eckroth's
treatment and termination of treatment. As you know, we worked with Father Eckroth

for nearly three months, but decided to end his tfreatment when it was detarmined that
thare was essentially na change repgarding the psychosexual issuss for which he was

admitted into treatment,

To recapitulate, two separate allegations of sexual misconduct seemed to warrant
treatrment, Father Eckroth claimed to have no memory of such sexusl activity, but
agreed to explore these Issues in treatment. As treatment progressed, Father Eckroth
became rnore and more certain that the activities described in the allegations were
never perpetrated by him. In addition, thers did not seem to be any sense that he
was hiding anything from us in his disclosure of sexual activity over the course of his
life. Third, you reported to us that there were no other allegations or even Insinuaticns
that Father Eckroth may have been sexually inappropriate in the years preceding or
following the times when these acllvities described in the allegations were said to have
occurred. Psychological testing, psychothsrapy did not reveal any defensiveness or
personality characteristics that would raise doubts in our minds as to Father Eckroth's

veracity.
Bome conflicting inforrnation came In the form of a penile plethysmaograph which

Indicated that Father Eckroth’s sexual attractions were both immature and not well
understood by himself. Father Eckroth’s sexual immaturity was also noted in the

2420 Brooks Drive = Sullland, Maryland 20746-5294 » (301) 987-3700 ¢ FAX: (301) 67-3953
Affiliated with the Daughtsrs of Charity, Najional Hegith System
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May 19, 1994

Abbot Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
Page 2

Re: Reverend Richard Eckroth - SLI No: 12814

caurse of his therapy at Saint Luke Institute. Thesa factors, along with the facts of his
ingppropriately taking nude saunas with young boys suggest that It would be wise to
avold risks by making certain that Father Eckrath is not assigned to work with any
youth, and is specilically prohibited from assuming any role with youth or associating

privately with minors.

Wa bellevs that Father Eckroth did bensfit from his time in treatment at Saint Luke
Institute, but that the issues for which he was admitted were not treated becausa there
was no admission of this kind of activity. Should further evidence surface or Father
Eckroth come 1o acknowledge that this activity did ocour, then treatment probably

should be resumed.

Father Eckroth did write a contract for himself and you recsived a copy of It during
your visit. Since treatmant was not completed, we did not specify any continuing care
program with Saint Luke Institute, but Father Eckroth did include clauses for his
development for suppert systems and appropriate adult relationships as a resident of
the Abbey. We believe that the terms of the contract that Father Eckroth wrote ere
appropriate to his circumstances, and we hope that the provisions of this contract may
be implemented with your support and encouragement. The terms do provide for .
certain safeguards as well as items which would promote Father Eckroth's growth and

well-being.

We thank you for allowing us the opportunily to work with Father Eckroth. Rest '
assured ‘of our continulng prayers for you and for the work you do in Christ's Church.

Sincerely,
3 22-8Y20
20| Y ;i Pt CBontillen
| Richard Bakker, MA, CCDC, CPC
/L;’Z'MA/;/ ﬁéﬁlb‘ I Primary Thereplst ’
¢ Curtis C. Bryant, SJfjPhD
Director; Inpatient Clinical Services

feq j,ﬁd"’"k__.@h_
rank Valcou?; MD -

Medical Director and

i Vice-President for Medical Affairs

RB/ng
co:  Reversnd Richard Eckroth
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Lawsuit alleges abuse
of two young boys

By John Welsh
TIMFS STAFF WRITER

‘I'wo more lawsnits have been filed
against 5t. John's Abbey, bringing to 10
the number of Jawsuits alleging sexual
abuse of bays ot young men by members
of the mo|

The Jawsuits filed this week in
Stearns County District Court accuse
the Rev. Richard Eckroth of abusing
two young boys ages 7 or § at St.
Augustine’s Church in St. Cloud about
20 years ago.

Eckroth had been assigned by the
abbey as associate pastor at the
church. Most recently he had been
assigned to St. John’s mission in the

Bahamas.
When the tions surfaced, he was

allega
brought home by Abbot 'I‘.mo'.:.?: Kelly year
and md:rush ent i tion,

. said the Rev. Daniel Ducken, the abbey's
spokesman. He currently lives at the
raonastery.

According to the lawsuits, the abuse
took place at the rectory and at a cabin
awned by the abbey:
at the time that he would lall the boys if
they reporled the abuse, the lawsuits
said.

The victims' attorney, Jeff Andersan,
said Eckroth used his position to
befriend children by passing out candy,
inviting children swimming and inviting
them tu the lake cabin.

Both victims have suffered severe
emotional distress because of the abuse,
the lawsuit said. According to Anderson,
one of the victims was an altar boy who
had two younger brothers who were

T& 3A

Friday, June 17, 1994

OV

More sex abuse suits
filed against abbey

s We want to reaffim our
pledge to respond to
alegations of this
manner as quicikly as
we can. Our first
concem is to offer care
and counseling to the
victim. s

The Rev. Danlel Durken
5T, JOHN'S ABBEY SPOKESMAN

abused by another S1. Augustine's
priest, the Rev. Cosmas Dahlheimer. A
suit apainst Dahlheimer, who aiso
served in the parish in the early 1970s,
was filed in Stearns County earlier this

Since 1990, six priests and rwo reli-
gious brothers have been accused of sex-
ual abuge in the 10 lawsuits filed. Four
suits have been setiled out of court, two
have been thrown out because of statute
of limitations and four cases are still

» Eclroth threatened  pending,

“We are saddened by the allega-
tions,” said Durken. “We want to reaf-
firm our pledge torespond to aliega-
tions of this manner as quickly as we
¢an. Qur First concern is to offer care
and counseling to the victio.”

In the last year, St. John's has taken a
leadership position in combarting clergy
abuse.

It has estahlished the Sexual Trauma
Insticute and later this summer will host
anadonal support meeting lor survivers
of clergy abuse.
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TO: Father Rene McGraw, 0.S.B.
FROM: Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S5.B.
RE: visit by
DATE: June 22, 1994

visited me this afternoon at 3:00 ofclock. 1In 1975 he
and a group of others from Albany, MN went to the Swenson Lake
cabin with Father Richard., His memories of it are only good. He
was about 15 years old at the time. He considers hie contact with
Fathers Richard, Germain, and Blaise as being reasons he is a
catholic today. He talked about the sauna. He may be someone that
the lawyers might want to interview and he is willing. Name and
address follow:
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’I‘SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
BOX 2015

4,
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015 %
W

OFFICE OF THE ABROT

ISIAY

September 28, 1994

Mr.

Dear

Father Michael Naughton approached me some time ago with
word that you had scme complaints about a member of this
community that go back quite a few years. I asked Father
Michael to Invite you to come and see me and repeated

this request to him more than cnce.

I think it is very important that you meet with me and
provide me with the details and wpecifica of your belief
that Father Richard Eckroth has in the past engaged in
sexual abuse and poseibly other criminal misconduct. Ae
things presently stand, I am aware that you have told
Father Michael of your beliefs or conclusions regarding
Father Richard, but that you have alsc declined my
request to provide the details or specifice eo that I can
have more or better information upon which to decide what
to do, TIf you have a complaint or accusation, I again
agk that you communjcate it to me immediately so that I
can fulfill my obligation to investigate and take the

appropriate action.

You have my assurance that you will not be subjected to
retaliation 1f you come forward with the information I
have requested and need. You are also assured that I
will take immediate and appropriate action. I am
attaching for your information the Abbey's Policy setting
forth what I am required to do and what I will do in the
event an allegation is made.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, O0.5.B.

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-2544 <D F A X 612 363-3082
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Meeting Notes:
, and Abbot Timothy Kelly

Abbot's Office 4 October 1994

I'm here because the Abbot gent me a latter on the 28th
about the Eckroth situation.

mployee at The Liturgical Press): I'm here

because I've heard this story a lot from I have no proof of
anything.

I related the stoxy to in a confegsiocnal

way and I couldn't live with it any more. ‘nere waes a boy, [name
His mother called and made a charge against Finian

uncertain].
and I talked about it. We came to see the Abbot in

McDonald.
1983.

I began ko put a case together in 1978 involving the sauna and my
two youngest daughters.

[Name uncertain] was assaulted by Finian McDonald. The man was
working for us at the Lit Press and he quit because of 1t. He
didn't even want the job listed on his employment record.

I told Abbot Theisen that I wanted to confront Richard Eeckroth at
that point with the allegations about my son and 8 other children
in the sauna at Redlake.

My brother, was with me when I met with Abbot Jerome. I asked
Abbot Jarome to remove him from hig assignmerit in the Bahamas.

Sinne that time I developed a ligt of 19 children, now 21, including
the boys. The 23rd child I can't state his name. He was 12
years old. Eckroth encouraged him to be naked. Richard asked them

to fondle him.

Of all the kide on this list, 10 bhave gone ta mtate hospitals, 5
have committed suicide, and 2 have attempted suicide. Two died in

aute accidents before the age of 20,

My response to your letter was, I didn't get any sleep. I talked
to a couple in Saint Joe who helped me to put names with families.

Jeff Anderpon asked that I get the list together,
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I went to sea Michael Naughton bacavee in May of 1992 & young boy,
His father worked at the

On leaving the wake I brought a rese for my daughter and gave it to
her. Thexe were flowers all over and I bet that kid never got a
rose in his whole life. My daughter began to weep and she said he

was a sauna boy.
It wasn't until August when I went to a concrete plant to get some
blockes. I mentioned name. The guy there gald he

worked with his son. I said. maybe he had something he couldn‘t
live with, I wentr +~ sece and Y showed him gome pictures of

Eckroth and the children.

said this was the prime sguspect in the death of the two
girls. The man who did the investigation was dead and his notes are
mipgsing.

I saw a doctor (pesychiatriet) in 1978. I told him of my anger that
ig so raw that I can taste the blcod in the back of my mouth.

The peychiatrist I talked with said he tested the people here in the
Between the 2nd amd 4th oxr 5th

zbkey -- juniocrs, candidatas.
sespion he asked who it was and I said Richard Eckroth.
{ told his mother "He maggaged me all over, ilncliuding my

penip." Since that time all will gay is, "Nothing happened.

I don't want to talk about it,®

I got history from when he was in Second West at Saint Cloud
hospital. Notes from Bteichen....

They felt the skeletons in our family closet were too many to be
exposed. I think this is Saint John's James Porter. The only
difference being, not all the people are living any more. But those
children's lives have been trashed.

I don't think my son has had a good moment since he was 12 years
old. In my wife's rcase I fought the state's diagnosis all the
way....

Thiw har heen a terrible burden on
We

Now I think the state hospital is

has been in six hospitals.
my wife since 1578.
have been constantly accused.
beginning to change.

I gave doctor the August article about Richard Eckroth. I
would never comment on Cosmas, I told Anderson I would fight for
Tarlton. I would not recommend any child to Steichen, Andert, or

Jason.
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I didn't want Steichen in charge of any child, and Andert less so.
But T Bee thess pecple getting awaxds.

I called the pecple from Saint Joseph. They're golng to help me
plot out the childrem. I'm golng to over-lay that with a ligt of
the sulcides, then over-lay that with the children whko went to drug

use.

I turned my own son and 40 others in to the crime bureau for using
drugs. One of the monks was a user -- a protegee of Theisen.

ABROT TIMOTHY: Can you find that name for me?

.- ‘ve carried thirs for 16 1/2 vears. I've had a wife in
the hospital for 30 years. ig stable now, on medication, but
unemployed and disabled. We know that as a child things happened.
Be drank a can of pop given teo him by little John Gagliardi. Then
another. Then someone shouted, "What have vou donel™ He was in a
coma from Friday to Sunday. I know that was a drug user, a
pusher. I'll be able to detaill others that had stashea.

We brought in someone. but the stashes had all been removed so there
wouldn't be a drug bust to embarrass the community.

Back in 1978
I bagan to piece things together.

1/3 of cub s@cout ktroop is dead or in the hospital. Everyone
of tham thought Richard Eckroth was a strange man.

The girls hadn't developed breasta yet. writes, "I remember the
pauna where he took me. He encouraged us to get naked. All he wore
wag swimming trurks, or a tight swimming suit or a fig leaf."

The property was at the cabin.

He took the kides upstairs to get changed for a costume party. He
touched one of my daughters between her legs. Then she lists

others.

I was going to come and ses you with I think
that if my brother hadn't been with me wnen I came to talk with
Jerome Theisen, he would have had no reccllection of our meeting.
I asked for a confrontation with Eckrotk. I told him about Finian
McDonald. I wanted him away from the university. Just a few weeks
later it was announced that ha was being promoted to coordinator of

the Freshmen,

Then at the sacond Biashoo's meeting I talked with + in

vigibly dismayed. They brought
the Bishop over to hear. Large swilow, mulatte color to him. That
was at the second bishop's meeting, about 1983, It was after the
meeting with Theisen. I waa really upset to see Finian elevated and

3
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put into direct contect with the Fregshmen.

So besides having a sick wife and eon.... I sent a copy of the
Abbot's (Abbot Timothy's) letter to my kids- Tw~ daughters told me
not to see the Abbot without an at+~rpey. pald he'd go with
me., I didn‘'t know about the seople except through bhis wife.

will not survive the trial. He has a bad heart. Hia
wife ip as bad ag he ip.
1 want Richard to take a lie detector test. I don't want to kill
him, T want to look him in the eyas and confront him. He triggered
in the livem of these children activitiems that should nst have
happened and his activitles have cut po deep.

I told my father in 1979 that I had a list of 9 kide. He died just
days later.

I confessed it to once and ths next day hs had a

heart attack.

I think this guy has taken the good works of Saint Jochn's ....

You're the fourth Abbot I maet. If being over-identified with Saint
John's ie a negative.... Steichen. I could dig him up and put a

ptake through his heart.
ABBOT TIMOTHY: You haven't told me what you had against Stelchen.

believe he told the counselleors that
children. He wouldn't let the chaplain, Pather Simeon Thole,
contact the parents and tell them that their kids were involved with

drugs.

The guy who told me that my son wae pushing drugs, his contract
wasn't renswed -- )

I'd jJust as soon end this now.
The iid not think I should give thim....

In 78 I wanted to get a TV reportexr to check thie out. I suggested
it to them yaaterday.

I'm waiting for instructions from Jeff Anderson. Jeff pald that
would have to bring charges. With the daughters' situations, the

ptatute of limitations had run out.
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My thought is, I want the to win. The children, there
were threats. Another family had threats againat it. I think I can
end my son's paranoid schigzoparenia by bringing him to the sauna and
letting him know what happened to him when he was 12.

I think people like Theisen and Tavis would have him on drugs.
Believe it or not, I prayed for that son of a bitch.

If I am wrong and had 20 life times, there's no way I could ask his
forgiveness. If I'm right, ....

I wae mad at the people who moved him around. Pecple who covered
hig asms are just as guilty, if not more so.

I need to liset other kids, but I'd break the confidences.

ABBOT TIMOTHY: I've known you a long time, . but I didmn't know
you were carrying all this pain.

On September 2, I learned they were going to put e
' back into my wife,

Now they have Dunstan Moorse working at the Lit Presa. It's a good
thing I wasn't there the day he spoke to the astaff. Dunstan Moorse
says he knows the warning signe. He has the gall to say his victims

were 17, 18, and 18.

I told the doctors that morxning, if you give her that stuff she'll
go into shock. I knew they hadn't read what happened to her the
last time she took that stuff.

I could gtop the .... or Jean, but this thing 1s tooc big.

If it hadn't been for the pecple at Saint John's who came to me with
thelr probleme and who listened to my tremendous grief, I couldn't

have survived.

I asked if I could talk to theilr sona.

I wanted to be sure I could include them on my liat,

He can't take any more.
If he dies, I'm going to go to the press.

If somebody doesn't get a lie detector on him, I have to go to the
press.

Saint John'\s wasr the best thing when I was young. Best teachers.
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The previous abbot knew =-- about John Burns, anyway. John Burns
told me I'm a richt wing conservative, because of my pro-life
stance. After 1/2 bottle of scotch about 1/2 hour after a wedding.

I talked to Baldwin in the cemetery, but he won't remember it. He
wasn't abbot any more.

In 1954 all of us at the prep were tosted with the MMPI. 9 of us.
We put down the kinkiest answers we could find.

I'm concerned about The Lit Press. That guy (Dunstan Moorse)
walking through there is peison to the ground for me. I hope he
doesn't work there on a day to dey basis. I want The Lit Prese to
live and I want thae Abbey to go another 150 years.

You haven't visited the parents of the children who suicided. I
went to the doctor in the state hospital. I gave him the clipping

and said maybe he is the cause.

In every hogpital they conclude the young boy was sexually abused.
I know my crazy wife would verbally abuse all of us, espacially at
the time of her pericd, but that kind of (sexual) abuse was never
a part of her pusyche. I was trying to get baseball gloves for my
kide, prep tuition, working 80 hour weeks. I said it in the

courts....

I have my homework cut out for ma and I'm going to do whatever I can
againat Richard Eckroth. My love for this place is called over-
identification. But there have been gome good pecple through here -
- lay people as well aa monks.

I've watched mince 1978. He'®s been consumed by
this. We had no proof. No one could carry the ball for him. We
saw the story in the paper and that started it.

ABROT TIMOTHY: I assure you that the moment I learned rmbout
allegations I acted. Immediately. But now it’'s in process. I have

to let the process go on.

I'll give your attorneys the overlays I give to
Anderson. I carry a lot of guilt., Not only telling my dad, but
trusting thia gquy with the people closeat to me. My son and
daughtere. School bus drivera, neighbors, clergy, ....
1f any anyone touches ., or any little children....
Thie man is lucky he's alive bacruge I've nightmared over him for
16 years. Cold sweat in the middle of the night.
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I've been blind-sided by every institution I've gone to for help.
Every power orx authcority or reepcnsible person. The man should not

have done what he did.
I can't say he =~-lly abused every one or those children, but I
believe it for

I can't give you any more.
ABRBOT TIMOTHY: 1I'm sorry for all of this. If my woxd could heal,
I'd heal you.

How can a congecrated man do that? Naked with children.
wnat was he like as a child? Luke Stelner or Gordon Tavis could

tell you. [They grew up with Richard.]

Did he do anything to the kids at Andros? J'm checking that out
with pecple I know in the Bahamas.

My gon saw your letter amd maid, "I have no comment, dad.”

ARBOT TIMOTHY: Ig he still in the hospital?

No. He's on medications. Initiates nothing, finishep
nothing. He'd be a.good person to care for the old people, but he
doesn't trust the younger onas. When you see whaere these kids went,
the hair would stand up on thie back of your neck.

Do.you have any questions?
: It's time to get some resolution to it. For your

own pake. .it's been toc long.
ABBOT TIMOTHY: Are you able to get coungelling help?

: I don't think there'e anyome in the Roman Catholic
Church I would trust.

ABBOT TIMOTHEY: What about psychological counselling?

I talked about it to three mocial workers. One of them
didn't have bospital faculties. We can't pin point who dosed her
up .

I paid, "Did you read last Thuraday's papsr?" he sald, "From what
we've been reading about Saint John'a, all of us don't think you're
as crazy as we thought you were.® That can be taken in saveral

ways. ...

I cringe every time I hear Dunstan Mcorse on MPR. If I see Richard
Eckroth at the altar, I'll stand up on the pew and call him what he

i\,
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T told the attornmey x'll fight herd for Gilbert Tarlton. Conrad
pDiekmann was a good teacher. Cosmes doegn't have this in his
pystem. Not an inkle of 1it.

My children were not the kind of pecple that could meke up this kind
of & 1ie at that age. Tbere was nothing in the house, not videos
or magazines, with anything like that,

: When did your girls bring thise up?

Maw of 1992, wasg . reara old. She had a little
.- fed, 8he had counselling and
it came out.

This quy doesn't quit hurting. . wanted me te¢ visit with you,

with and himself.

I said I'd see you in a confessional way, I would be willing to
meet with an attorney present in thig man's house. This guy has
coat us money. I thought he should have his fingers cut off Bo he

can't hold a hoat or a child.
ABBOT TIMOTEY: You know we have to let the legal process go on.

I'm against Richard Eckroth. I have to watch my back.
That's caiicd paranciam, isnft it? The guy was mever hauled in for
quastioning. I'm sorzry for all of you....
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SUBPOENA

LCF-16 (9CA0 a/ar)

{ORDER TO APPEAR)

2 s, CM, D Duces Tacurm) ML 30722 8 A8Y 54
State of Minnesota District Count
COUNTY JUDICIAL DISTRCT CASE ND.
STLARES wed T ; ek A
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
e M s S S UY ma, pohncdund odh Ne
WITNESS & DEPOSITION
T NOTE: Rule 45.04 of Rules of Civll Procedwse requires
proof of service of notice to take a deposition prior to
s e Issul?g a subpoena for a deposition.

ar

You are heieby conmanded to appoar ds & withess 10 glve tesiimony
on the date, ime and place Inticated below, and irom time to time
thereatter as may be required.

DATE necemser 3, 1954

TIME 1:uld pov.

{@; DUCES TECUM

You are commanded to produce the tollowing ltams,
records, or documents:

any and all namr-.s, docunents and ur‘tth"a
charts, daries and joumals of anv &
and nature 1n your anssession or salﬂc_c*
to your woiitrol or availahiz to vou which
relate to studies, investigotions. ons

ADDRESS Abbot Aloul s Conf, oo ] - .
Great ”ah accwwlations of Jata an? inforniticn
st. John'd University prepared and oorpiled v vou relating to
ccllegeville, Hu * suspectas sexual abuse and sexial
: inprogristies on the part of Pr. vidhard
WITNESS FOR |0 PLANTIFE 38 DEFENDANT Lokroth and anv sersonnel and menbers of
St. John's Abhey, St.oJow's Universits
TYPE OF CASE _ pa CiviL OCRMINAL __ OJUVENILE axl their affiliated or sibsidiary orcara-
Person fequesting (Neme  jorome K. Klukas | TS,
subpoona ) )
Optianal Upon recsipt of this subposna, piease call::
Jerume E. oRlukes
Y s cellect
(612] 33s-8623 llect O SCHEDULE ATTAGHED

WARNING: FAILURE TO QBEY A SUBPOENA WITHOUT BEING EXCUSED IS A CONTEMPT OF COURT.

“ﬂm&s#ﬁﬁn{\ur q, LT e

Administrator of the above hamed Coun, and the seal

Ihe?emf thig '+ _,.day of it \
islgAL) S s LA Court Administrator
D, Tes e Deputy
COURT'S Au'ﬁ-ibnlzmo~ FOR PAYMENT
! cerlify thal the person named above is entitled by law 10 § ( ) for attendance as a
witness in the above named case.
Date Deputy

Whi|s-Orlginal-Radurn 1o Caurl wity procf of sendce

Yaliow-Wiinoas' capy
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MEMORANDUM
TO: File
FROM: Abbot Timothy Xelly, 0.S5.B.
RE:
DATE: December 22, 1594

came to see me at B:40 A.M. today, talked for about 25
minutes concerning his tapes and charts that he left with me. He
told me about the four houlr interview with the lawyers the other
day and reiterated some of his story. He at one point referred to
his son, , hospital charts as using the word "paranoia". He
also said one of his daughters came up with her story in 19920, the
other in 1992. [He told of his son being a suspect in a nurder
involving whtever hospital he was in at the time (Brainerd State
Hospital?). When referring to a meeting in 1982 with Abbot Jercme
he said he recalled that there was a couch in the office (indicat-
ing the west wall) and a coffee table (pointing in the direction)
over against where the desk is now. (I was here from 1980 on and
never was there a couch in this office.] He also claimed to have
talked with Fr. Preston Moss at the time the bishops’ meeting was
here (19837).and then with his bishop whom he got to go over to the
Press to talk with him. The Bahama bishop possibly could have baen
here at that time, but highly unlikely since he is not a member of
the U.S. bishops conference.
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SUBPOENA

(ORDER TO APPEAR)

g:;’;G {SCAO B/91) ML JET T & ISLHM
State of Minnesota District Court
COUNTY  syeaxns "‘I_Tt':: B i ﬂw..i! zg
PLAINTIFF DEFE'NDANT

sotn Lieg 104,

WITNESS

ZIP

You are hereby commanded to appear as a witness 10 give lestiniony on
the date, time and place Indicated below, and from time to time thereafter

as may be required.

Gl DEPOSITION

NOTE: Rule 45.04 of Rules of Civil Procedure requires
proof of service of notice to take a deposition prior ta
issulng a subpoena for a deposition.

D DUCES TECUM

You are commanded to produce the following items,
records, or documents:
11l records

T oy de ow
JdoSuraeets

ANy and s
DATE Januar; 30, 1995 writines, charts, diariea and journsis
- - ¢ any t@pse and nature Jn your
TIME 9:10 a.n. DOZEESSiNT ¢ subjrct to voar cont
ADDRESS 1300 kaud Yower or available to vou which relate
521 Maraquette Av~. So. studies, investigation=, and
Miraeapolis, M 55402 accumulationsa n€ data anl iaformation
srepared and comoiled by voo :
to suspected sexual abusc and 3
WITNESS FOR | O PLAINTIFF % DEFENDANT improprieties on the part of
? tchay? Eckrotli and any “\prqnnnﬂ and
TYPE OF CASE [0 cviL O CRIMINAL 0 JUVENILE memvers of St Joan' 2 Arhey, =
Person requesting: [Name  Jerome R. Klukas Jonsn's Univeragity and
subpoena i or subsi-liary organizi
Optional Upon recefpt of this subpoena, please call;
Jerem: R. ¥lukas
{612) 335-3823 collect [0 SCHEDULE ATTACHED

WARNING: FAILURE TO OBEY A SUBPOENA WITHOUT BEING EXCUSED 1S A CONTEMPT OF COURT.

WITNESS, fonal: 4. Loug.in, Jr. , Administrator of the abave named Court, and the seal
1hereof lhl!v J.* CLir day of _Januac:y 19 5% .
. Lol s Lanes
] ‘&EAL) L B RN R Court Administrator
s’ © g ] . -
ol ¢ )? j A xas Yy v il Deputy
1. i 7 77
COURT’S AUTH{DREATION FOR PAYMENT
( cemfy tHat.td” person named above is entitled by law to $ { 1 for attendance as a witness in
the above named case.
Date Ceputy
WhitrOrigmmRetum 1o Coun with pros? of service Yellow-Wiineay' capy Plok-Cruun file copy
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Faw Londenselt™ £45”
4 STATE O MINNEIUTA DLSTRICT COURT rage | Peged
; COUNTY OF STRARRN SEVENTH NDICZAL“E'!:%ICT 1 A Yes.
b N :
“vs- . Flle Na. CX-94-130 3 I RS
P ppensemeas ehiatinn, o 4Q. In 1erms of your eddcational background,
7o Charen'is .‘r“lgéxg‘l‘:ﬁﬁﬂ:n‘. s woyl?ld you tell us what that is?
: JohR £o8 VOML L nerer o :A-
0 e M Pile Mo, CS-91-2:94
s TEGREMESE Eastrict . 3
= alnge s John'%bﬁy Axd Father 9
;, . - 10 i
" 2o R ots2es, " :;
B SaE S MASIME B ciou 13 L was mamed in January of 1985 and
A §854pa; ihnivote* 14 termunated my studics at St. Ben's, Since then
i spmeesal : 15 | went hack to school at Minneapolis Community
I 000 P hasanee, 1 1STT B g 16 College for a time shortly after our third
L0 The éiﬁ.: of =t Bepaalct of Le Moo £3347218: 7 d‘l.l]ld was bom. And 1 was there for, |
Y g e e 18 believe, two semesters and then decided life
e Bharh Sndi Eladiisnned 19 was too chantic to be daing studics und that
o I R 2 cen wail.
b R . 21Q Is _+[rom the St. Cloud area?
B taxen pucouine :{EJ gt vapzcaan, 224 No, Heis from the Seattle, Washington area.
. : b én!“ t:'\i Eor‘, 5 gty of .Tgﬂb EE‘E' 23 Q. Where did you miet lim?
- Foures alansipalig Wik asota, Sianincing i 24 A. We met through n couple riends of mine who
’ ABPRIAISARILE, 200 PR - 2¢ were childhood friends and college fnends.
Tge 1 Page 5
. u%muﬁ“ﬂ " 1 These two young men went up to Alaska to work
- it 2 on fishing hoats. And they befriended™ | my
. W: 3 husband, ?"cm And came hnMci_nt lo Minnesata
o (o .&_{i}‘pm 4 1o just make a trip out east 1o see Minnesoto,
: %-“.Rg; e S s Sfid that's wheze cﬁmuhn' B
such b e, Q. Did" “atvend St. John's at all?
| TR SR I e 7 A, No. he did not.
. Wn-’?-}-".""" oF b Cotua 8G 3 \ I;_II shm you k[;-,xlumtdl whiul(} i:i‘a
. & 9 ocument from the packet called your dad's
T R T 10 Exhibit 1 or Exhibit 1. Is that
i Y 4 1l %’iemj.r from you?
W, ) 12A oL 18, comect,
:: W%% 13 Q. Was it prepared on May 30, 19947
ik e 14 A. | belicve so, [ dated it that date so I
i ts %thvc thot that would be the date m%xlh'?: Wi
T fres 0w Kl 16 Q. What was your purpesc in prepanng Exhibit 17
H t‘.ﬁ%ﬁ ﬂw; i i 17al myuﬂ;dm!l:ll from ’:1;5 E%mvbm&r ing mcdc
: o (8 that R “ckroth Tought stales
s Pt VTR parary e 19 from the Bahamas to some sort of
by 20 rehobilitational clieck on the East Coast. At
L 21 that ume | don't know whother Eckroth was --
ay 22 none of us know whether he was being checked
B 23 out for the issues here or alcsholism or
4 2¢  whatever, 1 don't know. At that point | wrote
bl 25 down whot | reealled ar the time of my
3 : Page 6
1 Fege 1 esperience at that cabin and that sauna and goi
2 The Witness 1p Lhe above-entitiea 2 that information to my father. .
3 matter after having been previously duly 1Q Bar that information you're referring to Exhihit
4 swom deposes and says os follows: 4 11
E CROSS-EXAMINATION $ A Cuorreet, . .
6 BY MR KTTTKAS: §Q. At the top, . it indicates signed and
7Q. , what's your home address? 2 swom deposition of Richard Eckroth by -+
FA 5 A Myself. .
9 . 9Q. — yourself. Did you prepare Exhibit | under
10 Q. And you're married? 10 oath?
11 A Yes. 11 A, No, 1did not [ simply wrote that statement
12 Q. Yonr huchand is 12 so that there was some sart of legality ta it,
13 A 13 ldon't know, you could scratch it if it's not
14 Q. ssuw ung have you been marmed? 14 il is just my'recollections at the time of
15 A We wlcbrated our 10th anniversary last 15 what | remember st that sauna at that cabin and
16 Thursday. 16 of his hehaviors. .
17 Q. Is that the furst marriage for you? 17 Q. As of May 30, 1994, and according to
15 A. Yes. 18 the recollections that are on the Exhibit |
19 Q. Do yer b-ve children? 19 would you that there 15 no indication
20 A. Yes, t 2. 20 that Father Richard Eckroth had engoged in any
21 Q. Could you tel! +r thair nimec and ages? 21 sexual touching of you?
22 A 22 A Althe time when [ 'wrote this statement [ wax
13 23 not sure whether or not he touched me in any
26 24 way that was desmed sexually wrong. After the
24 Q. Are you employed outside the home? 25 deposition of Uie 20th being in the room where

Affiliated Court Reporters

Page 1 - Page 6
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Page 7 Page 10

| my father was giving o deposition in regards to 1 lost the particular round, or whatever, was to

2 Michard Eckroth, it was startling to see the 2 ¢t into tights, like kind of sheer tigil,-nu,

3 man, And I've had probably 14 days of on and 3 [ don't know if they wore red tights or black

1 off erying and concern tat perhaps something 4 tights or blue tights. And in those -+ the

5 clse happened. | do not know at this time. | s lights came from this box, this chest of --

6 am in the process of trying to find a Uerapist 6 that's where it was, like behind the front door

7 1o help me walk through this. And at prescat ! 7 of the cabin there was a box and that's where |

a  do not have thet person, 'm not under a 8§ believe the tights came from.

9 therapist’s guidance at this time. 9 Q. What kind of a box was it, 8 wooden one,
10 Q. Have you discussed the situation with your 1 cardboard or --
11 minisicr? . t1 A | cannot be sure of that,
12 A To a certain point, yes. 12 Q. If someone lost would they have to put on
13 Q. That would be Pastor Moss? 13 clothes?
14 A. Susan Moss. 14 MS. 1t was called winning.
15Q. She was herc for awhile today during your dad's 15 THE WITNESS: 1recall having to pul
16 depnsition? 16 on the tights. Now, | don't know whether or
17 A. Correet, 17 not Lckroth pul them on us. | do not know at
18 Q. When did you first hecame awase thut your 19 tius ume.
19 father suspedied Father Richard had abused any 19  BY MR KLURAS: )
20 member of your famuly? ) 20Q. , how many times do you remember playing
21 A. Boy, that is a real difficult question, . 21 tms game? i
22 Throughowt my growing up ; this question of 22 A Specifically one time,
23 whether Eckroth aby my brother has been 23 Q. How many other children were there in your
2¢  lalked about within our family. | cannot 24 rucollection?
25 specifically pinpoint a certain day, or what 25 A 1 know Wwas there, I know

\ N Page 8 Page 11

1 have you, But, in writing this statement that I ~ was there. And | know

2 was the [irst that | actually started to chat 2 was there. | believe was

1 with various [riends who were also at that 3 there. My sister And

1 cabin to verify my memary and to see if their 4 probably and | am not

5 stories werc the same, 5 sure of those two being there.

5 Q. Now, in Exhibit ] is it correct that you 6 Q. And about how old were you in that

7 recount your persanal memorics plus information 7 recollection?

8 that you had sceured from your [riends who you $ A | would i.maﬁmc probably about 10 or J2.

9 were aware had gone to that cabin? 9 Q. Was Father Richard there in your recollection

10 A There are some things in my statement here that 1 of that %n:pu?

11 are comments from ather people. And J could 11 A, Yes, definicely,

12 Bmpumt that for you. o 12 Q. Where was he? Y

13 Q. Okay. Why don't we go down starting with the 13 A He was in and around that circle,

14 [firstpage then,, And I'll ask that, '|14 Q. What was he doing during the game?

15 first of all, you relate o us the information 15 A- [ believe he was the manipulator of that game,

16 thal came to you as your own f{irsthand memory? 16 the person to cantinue it on. .

17 A Shouid | go shead and read the sintement? 17 Q. Was he actually playing the game himself or

18 Q. Ga ahead and read your firsthand 18 gomeonc who was running the game?

19 recolleclions, 19 A. | believe so. | believe he was playing the

20 A [ can remember going to the cabin with a number 20 game as well because I recall, at one ime J
21 of other Kids my nge -- similar 1o my age. I'm 21 reeall, that he himself had a pair of these
22 uncertain of how many times | wenl to this 22 tightson. ) .
23 cabin, as well as my age and the Fws 1970, 13 Q. As you were playing the game or slarting to

24 whatever, | dun't know specifically. T do 24 pluly the m how were you and the other

25 recall that onc lime was in the summer hecause 23 children ed?

Page 9 . Page 12

1 1 remember running down to the lake through the 1A Boy, [ don't recall. [ guess I'm assuming we

2 woods. And I can remember one time in the 2 were all clothed, but Tdon't know. 1can't be

3 winter because 1 remember the snow. And | 3 sure e ,

4 remember being encouraged to roll in the snow 4Q. Do you know if this occasion when you were -

s after ong of these saunes. s this game was being played if thul was in the

5 The kids that I went with, and [ can * ¢ summer or the winter?

7 add names to who I remembered was with this 7 A [ belicve it was in the wintes, lcan'tbea

8 group of kids, were myself, my sister her % hundred percent sure of thet. But, I remember

9 Meiepd my good fnend »  thot the wood stove was always stoked in the

10 my other good friend 10 cabin. So [ guess I'm concluding that that

11 and . nd the L UL, 11 would be o wintertime thiog. .
12 and .. 1 cannot be sure 12 Q. Now, tell us how this game progressed socording
13 that they were there, but [ belicve sn, as well 13 to your memury?

14 ©  and possibly but [ can 14 A As for as | remember the bottle was spun.

15 = can’t be sure of those .0 names. 15 Whoever it landed on was the person to go and
16 I can recall being in the cabin 16 uy on these ights. And then, 1 beliove, come

17 silting around a circle and playing "games” 17 back to the circle, but | don't know,

18 that lﬁ.is man would have us play, similar to 18 Q. And at that time or af Teast even at the

1> strip poker or spin the bottle, 19 present you are ot sure if Father Richard was
20 Q. Let's stop there. ¢ that's similar to 20 nvolved in puttm? on Uhese outfits?

21 strip poker, tel! us spetifically what you 21 A 1 helivve he was. [ feel a - [ have a

27 remember that game mve]vc:.l":’ 22 recollection that he was wearing some black

23 A. 1 know that we were in & circle and | know that 2 sﬁhls or see-through kinds of tights. .

24  there were - | believe that there was a 24 . What else was he wearing in that recollection®
25 spin-the-bottle type of thing And whocver 25 A | don't know.
Affiliated Court Reporters Page 7 - Page 12
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1 Q. In tenms of one of the chiidren, if the child

2 wis desigmated by however you would designate,
3 would the child put on the tights themselves?

4 A ldon't know. |don't know whether bic put them
5 on us ar whether we would put them on our own
6 hodies. | don't reeall that a hundred percent.
7Q. Isit accurate, that your memory or

§  recollection of tus game is that it involved

s peaple putting on Ughts as opposed to people

10 taking off clothing?
1A Well, you wnuldnﬁnvc to 1ake clothing off in

12 order to have the tights put on. In orderto

13 fml the tights on yaur body yau would obviously
14 have to ke off your jeans or whal have you 1o
15 ul Lhenfr;1 on. i " ¢ .

16Q ‘you have a specilic recollection ol peaple

" ng.mg, aff their clathing to put on these

18 157

19 A, [ don't believe so,

20 Q. Do you have any recollection of anyone being

21 naked dun‘nF this game playing?

22 a. [ think that [ really don't remember. And that
23 15 why alter socing this mon on the 20th it

24 shook me. IUangered me and ungettded me. |

25 wanl to obtain a therapist, a reputable

therapist, who will walk me theaugh that

incitﬁm forward. )

. Have you ever seen a therapist hefore?

. 1 have sam a couple different therapists over
the years. One my husband and | saw at the
Indian Health Board. And another around that
time and ceased seeing her because she was not
tic type of therapist | wantad to sce. She was
mare a new-age (ype of therapist and that doces

10 nat go alone with my beliefs.

11 Q. This therapist that you and your husband saw,

12 was that for purposes reluted (o your belief

13 that Father Richard had-at least possibly

19 exploited you?

15 MS. KUGLER: 1 think that this

16  witness should be aware she docs have a

17 privilege, She's not a plaintiff in any case

18 and hasn't waived unyﬂ:mg. 1'm not udvising

19 you anc way or the other, but | think that you

20 do have u right 1o be aware thot you do have a

21 medical rml_cqc, And information you share

22 inaconfidential setting with your therapist,

23 s privileged information, And you can waive

24 that i you wunt, Jt's tolally up 1o you.

>0

R N

25 Bul, you do have a nght to,

Page 1A
1 do you remember poing into a sauna with Father
2 Richard Eckroth?
3 A Yes. _ ;
4 Q. How many recollections do you have of going
s into a sauna with Father Richard?
s A Specifically | remember one time. [ don't know
7 il there are other times. :
8Q. Tell us umatgnu remember about the one time
9 that you're able to recall for sure?
10 A- ] remiember going into the little entryway of
11 this sauna and kind of waiting there, 1 don't
12 know why we were waiting in this entryway, but
13 mayhe that was under the direction of Eekroth
14 for us to wail outside of the actual sauna
15 room.
16 Q. Where was the sauna located?
17 A Up at Cass Lake.
18 Q. There was a cabin at tus place?
19 A Yes, That's where the game, the tight staff,
20 \h#pmnd al the cabin, R
21 Q. Where was the siuna in relationship to the
22 cabin? )
23 A. It was -~ the sauns was somewhat | believe up
24 on - or, |'m certain the cabin was somewhat up
25 onnhill and just 20 to 30 sieps down this
Page 17
1 hill was the sauna.
2 Q. So that would have heen a separate huilding?
3A Yes.
4 Q. Haw big was the sauna?
3 A. 1 would say not more than 10 by 15. 1 don't
6 know exactly. .
7 M5, about a guarter of this
8 rapm. .
9 MR STICH: You refuse Lo give your
10 deposition. | suggest that you not coach this
11 witness. Maybe we could get atong with just
12 one person testifying.
13 THE WITNESS: I'm not cxactly surc of
14 . the dimensions of this sauna. As you know
15 ssunas tend to be small. Bul, [ ean’t give you
16 specifics us to exactly how hig that sauna
17 was.
18 DY MR KLUKAS: .
19 Q, Have you boen in saunas an occasions other than
0 lﬁqing in the sauma up by this lake with Father
21 ichard?
22 A. | have at various hotel stays over the years,
23 And quite frankly | get daustrothh:c in
24 saunas. It kind of scares me to be in 8 sauna,
25 0. On thal one occasion thal you k
Page 18

1 THE WITNESS: | think [ will not

2 waive that. Those conversations were

3 rivileged conversations belween my husband und
4 land some difficullics wa were going through.

S DY MR KLUKAS:

6 Q. I1 had nothing to do with Father Richard, as

7 far as you know?

0.

9Q. My glues!ipn is bad, Did those discussions with
U therapist have anything to do with Father

11 Richard? .
12 4. I'm again going to say in essence | believe the
13 core of some of my issues come down ta that man
14 over there. L
15Q At the time Kou saw the therapist did you
15 mention Father Richard ns being a possible
17 reason for your prablems?
18 A. | believe | mentinned that my brother was
15 molested by a priest, | don't believe that |
10 mentoned his name 1 don't know il | did.
20 Q. When did you see this theropist?
22 4. Gosh, [ wauld have to s:?v irhad to have been
23 three or lour years ago. [ don't know speeific
20 datee
250, . if we could retum to Exhibit 1. And

, did you actually go in the sauna’?

A Yes. . "

Q. Were you olaustrophobic al thal time?

A [ don't recall that [ was by any meons. [t was
just we: hud an aclia::tgrm go and do along with
the other kids and Eckroth, .

7 . On that occasion that you recali who was in the

5 [smna?f_ callv recall my friend
9A L5 M) V ri my (nen m

10 sispl:r:' T i yAnnghcr person Y.Kat

11 runs in my @cad right now is

12 who is a cousin o

13 She was alsa there, 1 am not certain whethar

14 prnot . md and those

30ys, 1t they were there, | don't know

16 if tuey were in with 